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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fort Harker guardhouse, a substantial two-story native
brown sandstone building, is situated at what was the west end of
the parade ground. The stones, which measure as much as 36 inches
long, 12 1nches hlghvvgﬁawIZ inches thick, are laid in a _regular
horlzo—tal coursing. The building has a hipped roof extendlng over
tory porch on the east 51de. The upper floor was originally

—————— This floor,
which can be reached only by an outside stairway, has six windows,
three in front and three in the rear. The lower floor was divided
into three rooms: a guardroom, 26 by 15 feet; a non-commissioned
officers' room, half that size; and a small tool room. The guard-
room has three windows. There are no windows on either the north
or the south side of the guardhouse.

Today it looks much as it did orginally-—~the cells are gone
from upstairs and one partition downstairs has been removed. Bars
on the upstairs windows are said to be original.

The building is now operated as a museum by the Ellsworth
County Historical Society.

i\|
sl .

336

SNO1T1ONY1SNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 Pre-Columbian| ] 16th Century ] 18th Century ] 20fh‘ Century
] 15th Century [J 17th Century [ 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1867
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) .
Abor iginal [0 Education [ Political {7} Urban Plonning
L1 Prehistoric [ Engjneering [ Rekigion/Phi, _, . [} Qther (Specity)
D Historic =~ 1 Industry losophy
D Agncuhum D lnvenhon . _ . [3 science
(|} Architectore © O Londscapc ] .Sculpture i -
O Ar Architecture 3 Sociel/Human-
[[] Commerce ] Literature itarian
[ Communications (X Military [] Theater
{1 Conservatien [J Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For; Harkér was ‘one of three forts (Harker, Hays, and Wallace)
establlehed along the Smoky Hill valley to guard the route to
Denver, which passed through the part of Kansas most susceptible
to Indian raids.

Fort Harker was originally established in the summer of 1864
as Fort Ellsworth. In November, 1866, the name was changed to
Harker, and in January, 1867, it was relocated about three-
fourths mile east.

For a time Harker was the headquarters of the district of
the Upper Arkansas and the supply depot for all military forts
west, including Colorado, New Mexico, and portions of Arizona.
T It was at Harker in the fall of 1868 that Gen. Phil
Sheridan planned his winter campaign of 1868—1869 which finally
subdued the southern Indians.

In 1873 the mllltaryvégggggggdw;h§_£2£s the railroad had
put an end it its usefulness. The military reservation was
opened to settlement and the buildings were sold.

The present town of Kanopolis is situated on the old fort
site, and the guardhouse was for a time the Kanopolis city hall.
It is the only surviving original building which has not been

~greatly altered. (Some officers' quarters stand two blocks east

of the old guardhouse, but they have been altered into residen-
tial bulldlngs )




Blackmar, Frank W., Kansas, A Cyclopedia of State History (Chicago, Standard

(n. p., n. d.).

Salina Herald, August 13, 1881

Shoaf, Mrs. Raymond,

February 10 8 .

Publishing Co., 1912), v. 1, p. 661,
Ellsworth Messenger, August 10, 1950.
"Fort Harker Museum," broadside of the Ellsworth County Hlstorlcal Society

History of the State of Kansas(Chicago, A. T. Andreas, 1883), v. 2, p. 1274.
"Kanopolls, the City of Great Expectations," Kansas City Star, April 30, 1911

"History of Fort Harker;" ‘ElTsworth Regorter, January 27

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITURE [ T A CLLATITUBE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o B " ° s » o ’ LN SR -1 ’ »
NE [+] ’ ” o ’ ”
) 38 42 37 28 09 40
SE o ’ ” L o, Lt ” R B R - ‘e
SW ° B » o , »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
PF Nowm One acre
JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
o
.
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: - . CODE | COUNTY: CODE
N oy

Richard D. Pankratz, Planner

“Topeka

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kansas State Historical Society -~ ~ """~ | August 23, 197
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West Tenth Street - :
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Kansas 66612 20

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National (T} State XJ Local [
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Title Executive Secretary, Kansas
State Historical Society
Date September 1, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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