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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PH YSICAL APPEAR ANCE

The Fort Harker guardhouse, a substantial two-story native 
brown sandstone building, is situated at what was the we"stT"end of 
the parade ground. The stones, which measure as much as 36 inches 
long, 12 inches high_, jmd 12 inches thick, are laid, in_a regular 
horizontal coursing. The building has a hipped roof extending over 
a two-story porch on the east side. The upjper floor was originally 
divided into two_JLarge rooms and six small cells * This floor, 
which can be reached only by an outside stairway, has six windows, 
three in front and three in the rear. The lowerjglopr was divided 
into three rooms: a guardroom, 26 by J.5 feet; a non-commissioned 
officers' room, half that size; and a small tool room. The guard 
room has three windows. There are no windows on either the north 
or the south side of the guardhouse.

Today it looks much as it did orginally the cells are gone 
from upstairs and one partition downstairs has been removed. Bars 
on the upstairs windows are said to be original.

The building is now operated as a museum by the Ellsworth 
County Historical Society.
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HarME .WS§: one of "three forts (Harker, Hays, and Wallace) 
established along the Smoky Hill valley to guard the route to 
Denver, which passed through the part of Kansas most susceptible 
to Indian raids.

Fort Harker was originally established in the summer of 1864 
as Fort Ellsworth. In November, 1866, the name was changed to 
Harker, and in January, 1867, it was relocated about three- 
fourths mile east.

For a time Harker was the headquarters of the district of 
the Upper Arkansas and the supply depot for all military forts 
W£±^: A. including Colorado, "Sew Mexico, and portions of Arizona.

It was at Harker in the fall of 1868 that Gen. Phil 
Sheridan planned his winter campaign of 1868-1869 which finally 
subdued the southern Indians.

In ISTJLJthe military r£bjrid^n^d<!>4 l̂ew(iwf>o^t; the railroad had 
put an end it its usefulness. The military reservation was 
opened to settlement and the buildings were sold.

The present town of Kanopolis is situated on the old fort 
site, and the guardhouse was for a time the Kanopolis city hall. 
It is the only surviving original building which has not been 
greatly altered. (Some officers' quarters stand two blocks east 
of the old guardhouse, but they have been altered into residen 
tial buildings.)
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Port Barker Guardhouse
V.8.G.S. 7 1/2' Quadrangle 
Ellsworth (1957) 
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