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GREENBELT
1937

GREENBELT WAS THE FIRST OF THREE PLANNED GARDEN 
TOWNS BUILT AND OWNED BY THE U. S. GOVERNMENT DURING THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D.ROOSEVELT. IT 
WAS A "NEW DEAL" EXPERIMENT IN COMMUNITY PLANNING, OF 
NOTE TO URBAN PLANNERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE 885 
ORIGINAL HOMES WERE BUILT IN A SERIES OF CLUSTERS. 
JOINED BY INTERIOR WALKS, AND CIRCLING CENTRAL BUSINESS, 
CIVIC AND RECREATION FACILITIES. GREENBELT WAS 
INCORPORATED JUNE 1.1937 AS THE FIRST MARYLAND CITY 
WITH COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT. IN 1952 THE 
RESIDENTS OF THE COMMUNITY FORMED A COOPERATIVE AND 
PURCHASED MOST OF THE GOVERNMENT BUILT HOUSES. BY 1954 
THE U. S. GOVERNMENT HAD SOLD ALL DEVELOPED PROPERTY 
AND MOST VACANT LAND. WHILE MANY NEW NEIGHBORHOODS 
ARE ALSO INCLUDED IN THE PRESENT CITY. THE ORIGINAL 
PLANNED COMMUNITY CONTINUES AS A COOPERATIVE.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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