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1. Name of Property 
historic nanr̂e Israel Whitney House 
other nanfies/site number same 
2. Location 

|\|//\ I not for publication street&number 963 Central Avenue 
Ny(flJ vicinity city, town Needham 

state MA code 025 county N o r f o l k code 21. zip code 02192 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
[ 3 private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
SH building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

_ 2 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously  
listed in the National Register N/A 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official O fQate 
Executive D i r e c t o r . Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 

State or Federal agency and bureau S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property d l meets CDdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CHsee continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[^entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register, d l See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
d l other, (explain:) 

£5at*red in th« 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



1 
6. Function or Use Israel Whitney House, Needham, Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

nomestic/singlp dwelling Domestic/single dwelling 
rnmmprrp/TraHp-<:ppri,Tlt-y s to re 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation f l t n n p / f i p l H <:f-one 
Federal walls wnnrir r-laphnard 
Greek Revival <;hinglP 

roof vinyl siding 
other U/A-

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
Ihe Isiael Whitney House, Needham, located at 963 Central Avenue, is a central 
element of Needham's original rural town center, which maintains much of this 
rural character in the midst of a twentieth century residential area. 

The Whitney House is situated on one of the two acres bought by Whitney in 
1829 from the First Parish Church (no longer extant) which was across the 
way. Occupying one of the three corners of the original town center and 
centered on a one-acre l o t , the house stands facing east on a slope abcĤ e 
Central Avenue, set back from the street approximately f i f t y feet. To the 
north adjacent to the Whitney lot is the Davis Mills House (NR 04/01/82), 
which was built in 1834 with tne iiiposed condition "that he (Davis Mills) w i l l 
build a house within ttiree years on the pronises as large as the one bui l t by 
Israel Whitney in that neighborhood." To the south lies a defunct public 
grammar school. The house sits on a sloping lawn with many mature trees 
maintaining the lot's rural setting. 

The Whitney house is a fine example of a wood-frame clapboard late-Federal 
farmhouse with a Greek Revival doorway. Ihe house is roofed with black 
asphalt shingles. While the main facade now bears vinyl siding, the rest of 
the b u i l d i i ^ is sheathed in clapboard on a l l sides except the rear wall of the 
main block and of the northern e l l . These rear walls are covered with wood 
shingles. Ihe present house was constructed in two pdiases: the 2 1/2-story 
main block and a 1 1/2-story (north) e l l were constructed around 1830, and a 2 
1/2-story rear (west) addition was added in 1953. Ihe original barn is also 
intact in the rear and has been attached to the 1953 addition by a screened-in 
breezeway. 

1X1 See continuation sheet 
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The foundation of the main block is supported by the house's original 
fieldstone, with a basement under only the southeast parlor. The main block 
is side-gabled, single pile in plan, and five bays wide with a central Greek 
Revival-style entrance. Ihe entrance is ornamented with a simple entablature 
and rectangular side lights. Fenestration on the second story maintains the 
same synmetrical organization as the f i r s t with a central window situated 
directly over the f i r s t floor entrance. Windows are set within a slightly 
molded frame, and 6/6 sash is used throughout the complete structure. Ihe 
northern gabled end of the main structure, which is covered in painted 
clapboard, has both a second story 6/6 window and an a t t i c level 6/3 window. 

Ihe rear (west) wall of the main house, sided in wooden shingles, bears the 
two chimaeys placed at either end of this wall accomodating the two original 
fireplaces. A 1953 addition (see below) interrupts the rear wall by extending 
from the northern half of this wall. 

The f i r s t floor of the southern gabled end of the building has two windows, 
while two upper levels each have one central lig h t . Shutters frame on a l l 
windows except for the a t t i c lights. 

To the north is an attached one-room, I 1/2-story e l l , contemporary with the 
main house. IWo 6/6 windows flank the f i r s t floor of the eastern side. Ihe 
northern gabled end has one window on the f i r s t level assymetrically placed 
toward the northeastern end. Ihe upper level has symmetrical shuttered paired 
6/6 sash. Ihe west wall is covered in wooden shingles and has an entrance 
into what is now the kitchen. 

During the 1950s, a 2 1/2 rear e l l was constructed. Sheathed in white wood 
clapboard, the addition runs to the west of the original block and is a single 
bay wide and three bays in length. Throughout the house has 6/6 sash. 
Fenestration on the north wall consists of three windows on both stories and 
on the south, three on the f i r s t story and two on the second. The entrance is 
on the addition's western wall with an attached screened porch leading to the 
original barn in the rear. 

Ihe interior of the main block of the Whitney House retains much of i t s 
original woodwork. As well as i t s fireplace and original mantle surviving on 
the f i r s t floor, the second story bedrooms, one on each side of the central 
staircase, retain their original details—fireplace surrounds, chair r a i l , 
paneled doors, and the original wide pine floors. 

continued 
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ARCmEDLOGy 

While no prehistoric archaeological sites are currently recorded on the 
property, i t is possible that sites are present. Located on the 
southeast-facing slope of North H i l l and in close proximity to the Charles 
River and i t s adjacent wetlands, the location would have been attractive to 
native people. Any surviving sites would be significant since the patterns of 
prehistoric occupation i n Needham are poorly documented. 

There is potential for historical archaeological sites. Controlled testing 
can document the presence of outbuildings no longer extant, the date and 
extent of landscaping around the house, and the location of occupation-related 
features (privies, wells, trash p i t s ) . Analysis of these data could help to 
cla r i f y and document the changing functions which occurred within the house 
(cobbler shop and post office as well as residence) as well as detail the 
social, cultural, and economic characteristics of this prominent Needham 
family during the f i r s t half of the 19th century. 



8. Statement of Significance Israel Whitney House, Needham, Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

O nationally I I statewide |X| locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria L K I B [ T | C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q c [ H D C H E ^ F I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Commerce 
Settlement 

Period of Significance  
1830-1847 

Significant Dates 
1830 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person  
Whitney, Israel 

Architect/Builder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted at>ove. 

Tie Israel Whitney House, Needham, possesses integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials and workmanship as well as significant historical 
associations with Needham's development during the early I9th century. Ihis 
well-preserved exanple of a late Federal farmhouse derives i t s importance from 
i t s architecture, prominent location and from i t s association with i t s f i r s t 
owner, Israel Whitney. Whitney played a long and active role in the early 
civic development of Needham. Thus, the Israel Whitney House meets cr i t e r i a B 
and C of the Nationai Register on tlie local level. 

The Whitney House is associated with important activities of Needham's early 
19th century development. I t was the f i r s t non-ecclesiatical house to have 
been built on parish land, and was used as the town's post office. 
Furthermore, the architecture of this house provided a standard of size and 
quality for later residential construction in the 19th century town center 
when the town was s t i l l predominantly an agricultural community. Ihe houses of 
the f i r s t minister, Jonathan Townsend (NR 04/01/82), built in 1720, and the 
Davis Mills House, bui l t i n 1834, s t i l l stand on Central Avenue while 
buildings that once stood on Central Avenue and Nehoiden Street, the f i r s t 
schoolhouse, the post office, and the First Parish Church no longer 
survive. 

Israel Whitney (1774-1846) came to Needham from Watertown, Massachusetts in 
1795. He was married in 1799 to Mary Fuller (1781-1859), a descendant of one 
of the founding families of Needham. Whitney quickly became involved in the 
civic events of Needham, taking on many prominent roles and positions. 
Between the time of their marriage and the construction of their home, the 
couple lived with the Fuller family. Also during this time Israel was 
securing his reputation as a community leader. 

nn See continuation sheet 



9. Major BibHographlcal References Tcrat»l uhifn»y Hn..co NaoHham Macc;>rh..co-n-c 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

Clark, George Kuhn. History of Needham. Cambridge, 1912. 

Jones, Frederic A., Old Houses in Needham. priv. printed, 1953. 

Files of Needham Historical Society. 

Archives, Needham Public Library. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 

I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
undesignated a Nationai Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
f x ] State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Inventory of Historic Assets #19 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 1.13 acres 
UTM References 
A |1|9| |3|1,4|3,2,0| 

Zone Easting 
c L x J I I i I I I I 

|4|6|8,3|9,7,0| 
Northing 

B _L _L _L 
Zone Easting 

D L ^ I I I I 

Northing 
J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

fx lSee continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Fxl See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namft/titifl E l i z a b e t h R i c h . Needham H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion w/Anne T a i t It, Rpt t ;y F r i p r l h e r g , P i r p c t o r 
organization [jjlassachusetts Historical Commissinn date September 19R7 (NR programs] 
street & number RO Rny1?;tnn S t r p p t telephone ( f i l 7 ) 727-8470 
city or town Rn<;tnn state MA zip code 
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VERBAL BOLMEmY DESQRIFf ICW 

Lot B on enclosed plan from Norfolk Registry of Deeds; Southeasterly by 
Cientral Avenue on 3 courses, measuring 14 f t . , 51.83 f t . , and 172.61 f t . , 
respectively; Southwesterly by EKvight Rd. as shown on said plan, 187.54 f t . ; 
Northwesterly by Lot A as shown on said plan, 235.54 f t . ; Northeasterly by 
land now or formerly of Marion A. Beckonert, 227.77 f t . , containing 49341 sq. 
f t . more or less. Above premises subject to right of 20 f t . wide along SW 
boundary egress and ingress to Central Ave. of Lot A 

BQUMDARY JUSTIFIGATICDN 

The boundaries of the Israel V/hitney House includes one of the two acres 
originally owned by the Whitney family. 





NEEDHAM HISTDRiCAl CStiMISSION 
ROOM 20, TOWN HALL 
NEEDHA/A, MA 02192 



TOWN OF NEEDHAM, MASS. 
Building Inspection Department 

r. (\ *) 
Building Permit No No. ...3..^-jk 

Area / ^ d J . I 6> .D 

Avenue 

-Setback of adjacent buildings .—.."""T^ 

Owner ..I-?.^_g.-.L _i<.«._-:y'._'C_r:..-<̂  Builder Cldi.r:l B.ir_..-̂ ..£?..'::>._5_c2_i:̂  

Sewer ."rrr: Water . " ^ Drain . . . " ^ 

All plot plans to be dravcn accordt7ig to specifications set forth tn Section 25. ZoTiing By-Lau;s of the Tou'n of Needham. 

J I 

X 
6 

N 

I hereby certify that the lot comers, dimensions and offsets to theproposed building are accurately shown 
on this plan and wi l l conform with the completed construction. 

Approval Date 

Signed: 
CITU Engij 

Approved In accordance wltb \ f ^ J 37 ot 1940 

ipt. of Public Works 
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NEEDHAM HISTQRiGAL COMMISSION 
ROOM 20, TOWN HALL 
NEEDHAM, MA 02192 



WASO Form -177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Whitney, Israel, House 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

cn resubmission 
CI] nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: [Zl sample CU request 

on: &it«red in tW' 

Working No.  
Fed. Reg. Date  
Date Due: '^"f^ 

JAN 2 5 1988 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

CD appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below •. Vi' 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance//n one paratgrap/)^ 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria ^ ' ' ' 
[Zl justification of areas checked » i > 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context . • • v.̂ » îj,: 
CD relationship of integrity to significance ' 
CD justification of exception 
n \ other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 
• « la - ' 

CD Maps > ' ^ f 
CD Photographs ' " re 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

GPO 918-450 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 























The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xecutive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

January 19, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Chester, Chester Center Historic District, Skyline Trail 

Needham, Israel Whitney House, 963 Central Avenue 

Shirley, James Parker House, R.R. 1, Box 39 Center Road 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. CKvners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No cctiments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

- " • • • I 
, t-

• I 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 

Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

2 5 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


