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1. Name of Property

historic name Risley School

otiter names/site number Historic Risley School

2. Location

street & number 134 Cape May Avenue

city or town Estell Manor City

not for publication

vicinity

state New Jersey code NJ county Atlantic code 001 zip code 08319

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended.
I hereby certify that this nomination___request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national X localstatewide/

signature of cerii^g official/Title

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property__meets___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title
/

Stale or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. Nationa 'Park Service Certification
I hereby c^ify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register 

.determined not eligible for the National Register

. determined eligible for the National Register 

. removed from the National Register

other (exolfiin:)

Kinatufe of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

private X
X public - Local

public - State
public - Federal

building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Contributing Noncontributing
2 1

1

buildings
district
site
structure
object
Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter”N/A~ if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION: school

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late 19*''/eariy 20'*' century revival: 

Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation; CONCRETE

walls: WOOD, weatherboard

roof: ASPHALT

other:

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources 
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as 
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summaiy Paragraph

Built in 1913, this 1-room schoolhouse stands on a 1-acre lot and faces east onto Cape May Avenue at the intersection of 
Cumberland Avenue in a rural part of the City of Estell Manor in Atlantic County, New Jersey. The 1 -story, wood frame 
school building is modestly Colonial Revival in style. It has a hipped roof covered asphalt shingles and its exterior is 
covered with original wood clapboards that are painted white. The center entrance, comprised of modem double doors 
topped vrith an original arched transom, is sheltered by a gabled-fronted porch of which only the Doric columns are

2
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original. A bank of original, tall 6/6 double-hung wood windows fils the entire west (rear) wall. Other windows are original 
4/4 double-hung wood sash and 2-light casement wood sash. The well-preserved interior features an entry hail, a single 
classroom, and two original coat rooms, most of which retain original 4' tall beaded board wainscot and original 4.5"-wide 
window and door moldings. Original chalk trays, a blackboard, and bulletin boards also remain. The lot, accessed by 
crushed gravel driveways, has a gravel parking lot and a grassy lawn dotted with mature trees and foundation plantings. 
Also on the lot are a 1-story wood frame pump house that is original to the school (contributing) and a modem storage 
shed (non-contributing).

Narrative Description (see attached continuation sheets)
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Narrative Description (continued)

Exterior Description:
Built in 1913, this frame, 1-story school house is modestly Colonial Revival in style. It has a nearly 
square footprint that measures approximately 36’ wide by 31’ deep. The building stands on a parged 
concrete foundation and has a hipped roof covered with modem asphalt shinies. The north (side) 
slope of the roof is pierced by a modem plumbing vent and the original brick chimney stack, the 
latter of which has been modesdy parged and is topped with a modem chimney cap. The window 
sills and foundation are painted dark green, [photos 2 and 3]

The parged foundation walls ate inscribed in several places with the date 1913 and the initials of the 
construction workers building the school. The eaves have a generous overhang finished with 
original wood fascia boards on all elevations. There are wide cornice boards (original) under the 
eaves and original wood comer boards at all four comets. The building is covered with oiiginai 
wood clapboards that are painted white, [photos 2 and 3]

The fa9ade (east elevation) has a center entrance comprised of two modem, replacement wood 
doors that have a large glass pane on top of two raised panels, [photos 2, 4, and 7] The doors are 
surmounted by an original, rounded arch transom with original wide moldings. On each side of the 
door are modem black carriage lights. Sheltering the door is a gable-fronted wood portico with 
Doric columns that was built in the late 20*" century. It is accessed by 4 steps, has exposed rafter 
ends, wood clapboards in the east-facing gable end, and a ceiling of exposed rafters. The Doric 
columns were part of the original 1913 portico, saved and reinstalled in the present portico, [see fig.
3 in the Historic and Supplemental Ima^s section] To the north of the portico is a modem handicapped 
access ramp comprised of a simple wood railing with turned wood balusters; it wraps around the 
facade and north (side) elevations. An apron of modem red brick pavers surrounds the portico and 
creates walkways that lead to a modem metal flagpole in front of the school as well as a memorial 
garden and parking lot on the north side of the school.

The west (rear) elevation features a bank of tall original, 6/6 double-hxing wood windows. The 
north and south side elevations have a single, original 4/4 double-hung wood sash window placed 
towards the east end of the wall [photos 2 and 3] The front door is flanked on each side by an 
original rectangular 2-light wood casement window. These casement windows are topped with wide, 
plain cornices and brick moldings with an ogee profile, [photos 2 and 4]
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the vrark of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.}

C; Architecture

Period of Significance 

1913-1954

Significant Dates
1913

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
wthin the past SO years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion 8 is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder

unknown

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance begins with the year the school was erected (1913) and ends with the last year the building 
served as a school (1954).

Criteria Considerations (explanation, If necessary) N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.)

After the state officially changed the school administrative unit from the local neighborhood to the township in 1894, many 
townships began to erect 2- and 4-room schoolhouses to accommodate the increased school-age population now 
consolidated under their administration. In rural areas, however, consolidation often did not unite enough students to 
justify the building of larger grade schools, so one-room schoolhouses continued to suffice. The first Risley School (one- 
room), built in 1897, was determined “inadequate and unsuited" in 1913 and was replaced that year with another one-room 
schoolhouse which met nearly all of the requirements for modern schoolhouse architecture at the time. The new building 
featured 12' tall ceilings, separate coat rooms for boys and girls with their own entrances into both the entrance hall and 
the classroom, a bank of grouped windows along the west wall which eliminated shadows and provided daylight over the 
students’ left shoulders, separate desks, and wood wainscot along the walls to better withstand wear and tear. The plans 
for the schoolhouse had been drawn and approved by the New Jersey State Board of Education. Within these contexts, 
^e second Risley School is locally significant under Criterion C as it represents a well-preserved, late example of a one- 
room school building erected according to a standardized plan which met state requirements to promote the health and 
comfort of students in a suitable learning environment. It is one of the last one-room schoolhouses built in New Jersey and 
it exemplifies the last generation of one-room schools built in the early 20'*' century.

Narrative Statement of Significance (see continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (see continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on file (NPS);
____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

requested)
____previously listed in the National Register
____previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmat1(
recorded by Hislorlc /Unerican Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey#____________

Primary location of additional data:
____State Historic Preservation Office
____Other State agency
____Federal agency
____Local government
____University

X Other
Name of repository: Estell Manor Historical Society

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1 acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
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Statement of Significance (continued):

The schoolhouse stands in what was originally Weymouth Township, located in the southwest 
section of Atlantic County, New Jersey. The area was a forested wilderness of scrub oak and pines 
until real esate entrepreneur, Daniel I^e Risley (1860- ca. 1915), bought an immense 6,658-acre 
tract there and subdivided it into 5-acte farm lots in 1894.' Risley had been bom in Atlantic County, 
but moved to Philadelphia in the late 19* century when he entered the real estate development 
business. He called the new community Esletle Colony, naming it after the Estell family from whom 
he had purchased the land Risley heavily advertised the “high, dry, and fertile” 5-acre farmsteads 
that could be purchased for $100, with $3 down and $1 a week, and promoted not only the 
healthfulness of the climate, but the site’s proximity to the recently-opened South Jersey Railroad 
that served markets throughout southern New Jersey. He claimed it the “largest agricultural village 
on earth” with enough land to build homes for 10,000 families.^

The southern part of the tract encompassed an area Risley caUed Estelle ^ater known as Risley, 
named after him), served by the Risley station of the railroad; the northern part of the tract is now 
known as Richland in Buena Vista Township. Estelle/Risley was originally in Weymouth Township, 
but today is in the City of Estell Manor which was incorporated in 1925 from portions of 
Weymouth Township.

In 1896, Risley claimed that over 350 families had setded in the colony and testimonials reprinted in 
a promotional booklet show that they came from many states, as well as from Sweden, England, and 
Canada. The settlers built houses on their tracts and planted fruit trees, cabbage, grapes, sweet 
potatoes, tomatoes, peas, berries, and other crops. Some also raised chickens for market.^ Census 
figures for 1900 show that although Risley exa^erated the number of families who setded (it was 
actually closer to 200), he did not lie about the various countries and states from which they came.^

In 1897, Risley and his wife deeded part of lot #118 (1-acre) to the trustees of the Weymouth 
Township School District “with a view to promote the interests of education.”^ (see fig. 13 in the 
Historic and Supplemental Inures section] In fact, Risley’s real estate advertisements had earlier noted 
the Estelle Colony farmsteads were convenient to “schools, chiurches, railroad stations and the post

' Adantic County Deeds, book 186, p. 50-58.
2 PhUaJe^ Inquinr, 8-27-1896, 9-27-1896,12-20-1896,12-22-1897; Views ofPioneerLife, EsteUe and MUmof: The Crowing 
Ceki^ in Southern New Jerx^(pnnaiypiiate<ibyT>iL. Risley, 1896).
^ Views of Pioneer Life.
* 1900 census. New Jersey, Atlantic County, Weymouth Township.
5 Atlantic County Deeds, book 215, p. 429-431.
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office,” although not all had been built yet/ The schoolhouse lot was ideally sited at the comer of 
two well-traveled roads and was almost centrally located within Estelle.

The first building was a firame, one-room schoolhouse, gable fronted and covered with wood 
clapboard. It had two front windows, one on each side of a center door that was sheltered by a 
gable fronted portico. The interior, seen in a ca. 1906 photograph, had plaster walls, at least two 
black boards in the front of the classroom, and was heated by a wood or coal burning stove placed 
in the center of the room. Windows along the sides appear to be minimal, [fig. 1 and 2]

Risley’s development scheme never realized its full potential and in 1903 he de&ulted on the 
mortgages he took out to purchase the land. This resulted in a foreclosure on all of the lots, even 
those which homeowners had purchased and built upon. Those who could re-purchase their 
farmsteads to satisfy the mortgage lien placed against their holdings, did so, but those who couldn’t 
lost both their 5-acre farm and any stmctures they had built on it.’

By May 1913, the Risley School building was deemed “inadequate and unsuited to the number of 
pupils attending or desiring to attend school.”* The movement for a new schoolhouse was headed 
by board member Anderson Bourgeois (1859-1920), son-in-law to Rebecca Estell who with 
Anderson and her daughter Annie had sold the original Estelle Colony tract to Daniel L. Risley in 
1894. An astute real estate speculator and politician. Bourgeois likely saw the need more than most 
on the board to provide a modem building for the area’s students.

The school board decided that a new schoolhouse should be erected at Risley and that it should be 
furnished with school furniture and other necessary equipment for about $1,500. Minutes published 
a month later (June 1913) note that the school was to “be built of lumber and to contain one 
room.”® T,ater that month, the board wrote “to Trenton for a set of plans and specifications for 
building a schoolhouse at Risley, Although the minutes do not describe the type of school
furniture that was installed, they do state that the school was to be heated with a Smith ventilating 
stove." This stove featured a separate pipe suspended a few inches above the floor; it tied into the 
stove flue and drew “foul air” from the floor to the outside.’^

^ Pbitade^ia Inquirer, 12-20-1896, p. 16.
’ Philirde^hia Inquirer, 2-29-1903.
* Board of Education Minutes, 5-24-1913.
^ Board of Education Minutes, 6-16-1913.
'0 Ibid., 6-28-1913.
»Ibid., 9^1913.

For an iUustration of this stove see SchoolRepor1,Sl3X.t Board of Education, 1906; accessed on Goo^e Books
on 1-29-10.
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Called the Risley School, it was erected at a cost of $1,485 and the $1,500 school bond that Snanced 
its construction was purchased by Rebecca Estell Bourgeois, Anderson Bourgeois’ daughter.
Rebecca Estell Bourgeois later founded the City of Estell Manor in 1925, was its first mayor, and 
was also the first woman mayor in the state of New Jersey. The old school building was sold for $50 
and moved off the lot It is not known if it survives. ”

Census figures for 1910 show that the Risley section of Weymouth Township, which had been 
enumerated separately that year, contained 54 houses and had about 45 school-age children, a 
number that could be accommodated by a one-room school the sbe of that built in 1913.'^

The Risley School joined at least three other one-room frame schools in Weymouth Township: 
Estellville ^uilt in 1893, not extant), Hawkinsville (built before 1910?, not extant), and Head of 
River (built in 1916, in the end stages of demolition by neglect, see figs. 14 and 15).

The new building was in continuous use as a schoolhouse until the new elementary school was built 
in 1954; until 1954, it was also used as a voting center and hosted city council meetings. After 1954, 
it was used for such community purposes as a place for Scout meetings. In 1976, the building was 
under control of the Estell Manor Volunteer Fire Company, but it proved to be too small for 
rehabilitating into a fire ball, so it stood unused undl 1985. In July 1985 the Estell Manor Historical 
Society obtained a 5-year lease on the building. In 1990, the lease was extended to 25 years. Since 
then, the Historical Society has maintained the building, rehabilitating it in 2001 for use as a local 
history classroom, museum, research library, and the Society’s offices.^^

Risl^ School and its Modem Architecture

Concurrent with the establishment of New Jersey’s public school system in the mid-1800s was the 
emergence of standardfration in school architecture. The principles espoused by the New England 
educator Henry Barnard in his School House Architecture (1841) were enthusiastically adopted by New 
Jersey’s educators and heavily influenced school architecture along the east coast through the rest of 
the century. Barnard advocated proper ventilation, separate entrances for boys and girls, and 
individual desks placed in rows with aisles. He also advocated siting the school in a wooded glen, 
away from noise and distractions, all of which focused on improvit^ the physical comfort and 
hygienic conditions of schools in order to promote the learning process.^^

Board of Education Minutes, 9-20-1913.
1910 census, Weymouth Township, Atlantic County, NJ, sheets lA through 4A.
interview with Tom Pogue and Diane Bassetti, members of the Estell Manor Historical Society, January 2010. 
Roberta Marx Delsoo, “New Jersey Schools: Recommendations for Conservation of the Legacy,” Hisiorie Pmervation 

Planiting in New Jffwy, Olga Chesler, ed. (Trenton, NJ: flistoric Preservation Planning Office, Division of Parks and 
Forestry, NJDEP, 1982), p. 192.
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Barnard popularized a set of ideas that was expressed in the 1830s by William Alcott in Boston and 
became exemplified in plans and design guidance repeatedly issued by the New Jersey State 
Superintendant of Public Instruction. This guidance was, in effect, a tradition among school 
reformers of the 19* and early 20* centuries.

By the close of the 19* century, new architectural concepts emerged. These included coat rooms for 
children segregated by sex, increased natural lighting, and the construction of 2- and 4-toom schools 
as the concept of graded classrooms was adopted by the lai^r school districts.

After the state officially changed the school administrative unit from the local neighborhood to die 
township in 1894, many townships began to erect 2- and 4-toom schoolhouses to accommodate the 
increased school-age population now consolidated under their administration. In rural areas like 
Weymouth Township, however, consolidation did not unite enough students to justify the building 
of larger grade schools, so one-room schoolhouses continued to suffice. Because of consolidation, 
one-room schoolhouses became less numerous, but were still being built in the opening decades of 
the 20* century.

Their small size did not exempt them from meeting strict state des^ standards, though. In 1914, 
the year after the Risley School was built, an annual report of the State Board of Education noted 
that it expected school districts to provide 200 cubic feet of air space per pupil (usually this required 
a 12’ or higher ceiling), offer adjustable seats, arrange chairs so that each pupil has 18 square feet of 
floor space, paint railings a light tint, furnish fresh air in class rooms at a rate of not less than 30 
cubic feet per minute per pupil, and have the glass area equal 20% of the floor surface with light 
admitted from the left side of the pupils or fixjm the left and rear.”

That <inmp year (1914), the New Jersey Sate Department of Public Instruction published Desirable 
P/^sical Standards o/a Good Schoo/,which. teitented building standards and also addressed the
size and layout of the grounds as well as the composition of such school equipment as furniture, 
supplies, blackboards, and drinking fountains. Included in the book were floor plans for one-, two-, 
and three-room schools.'®

Accordingly, the plans obtained by the Weymouth Township Board of Education from the State 
Board of Education for Risky’s one-room schoolhouse met nearly all of the criteria set forth in 
1914. The floor plan was somewhat modified from that published in Desirable Pfysical Standards, 
A^limin^iring the recessed entrance and indoor toilets while still providii^ segregated coat rooms with

Report of the StaU Board of Education and of the Superintendent of PubSc Instruction ^ Ne» Jersey (Treaton, NJ; State Board of 
Educatioa, 1913).

State of New Jersey, Department of PubKc Instructioa, Desirable Physical Standards of a Good Scbool, (Trenton, NJ, June 
1914).
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separate entrances off the entrance hall and the classroom, [fig. 9] Also eliminated from the state 
floor plan for a one-room schoolhouse was a small rear ell with a room for fuel and a storage closet 
Instead of the desired plaster ceilings, gypsum board ceilings were installed, probably to help reduce 
costs.

The school’s hipped roof is an important architectural feature. It is characterisdc of small schools of 
the period and helps to identify them. It also provides a dominant, unifying element of the design 
and flattens the difference between 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-room schools.

The new Risley School used a ventilating stove, as required in the state plans, and featured grouped 
windows along the west wall Outhouses, no longer extant, were provided instead of indoor toilets. 
Water was pumped by hand and brought into the classroom. The new school also met other state 
standards, providing unbroken blackboard space across the front (north) wall and on the right hand 
side (east) wall, and installing picture molding under the ceiling.’’

Another example of the state-approved, one-room firame school house was the “Town Hall School” 
outside of Roadstown in Salem County. It was built the same year and looked remarkably similar in 
plan and appearance to the Risley School, [fig. 11] However, it was a more ornate interpretation of 
the Colonial Revival style and featured Ionic columns supporting the front porch, modillions along 
the comice, and muld-light leaded glass windows and semi-circular transom. Bxiilt at a cost of 
$3,600,^ it no longer stands.

Built in 1906, the one-room school built in Hardington, Gloucester County appears to be the 
Colonial Revival style prototype for New Jersey’s one-room schools in the early 20“' century, [fig. 12] 
It, too, features a hipped roof, horfrontal windows on the facade and a semi-circular transom, but 
instead of a front porch, it has a detailed door surround. Remarkably similar to that in Hardington 
is the one-room school built in the Head of the River section of the City of Estell Manor in Atlantic 
County. Now a pile of timbers resulting from demolition by neglect, this frame school also had a 
semi-circular transom and a simple door surround [fig. 14]

According to the 1906 Annual Report of the State Board of Education, Atlantic County had 77 
school buildings, of which 11 were brick and 66 were wood; these collectively contained 262 class 
rooms. They were not broken down by number of rooms, but it would appear safe to conclude that 
Atlantic City accounted for most of the brick buildings.^'

Dtsirabk Physual Standards of a Good S^Mol, p. 11, 21.
® “Yesterdays T earning Institutes of Lower AUoways Creek,” Salem County Historical Society; Sakm Standard and 
Jers^man, 4-22-1925, as dted in “Yesterdays Learning Institutes.”

Rspori ofthe Stab Board of Ediaaiion and tf the SnperinUndent of Pubic Instruction <fNat* fTrenton, NJ: State Board of
Education, 1906), p. 466-467.
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Eight years later, the 1914 Annual Report noted that

In the 472 school districts of the 21 counties of the State there ate 2111 buildings, (2031 
owned by the districts and 80 rented) used for public school purposes, carrying an appraised 
valuation of 553,044,978.95. Of these, 869 have one class room, 300 have two class rooms, 
94 have three class rooms, 170 have four class rooms, and 678 have five or more class 

rooms.

Eight hundred of the one-room buildings are located in either the open country or the small 
villages and are known as "one room rural schools." In many of these the conditions have 
been neither suitable nor hygienic for the large number of pupils obliged to attend them 
from five to six hours each school day. The heat was furnished by a stove located in the 
miHHlp of the room. There was no ventilation other than that received from open windows 
and doors. The pupils were often obliged to sit in un-adjustable double desks, many of 
which were too lai^ for the small children. The light was sometimes admitted from the 
front of the room as well as from the other three sides. The outhouses too often were such 
in name, with no provision for the protection of the morals or decency of the pupils.^

The following year (1915), the number of one-room schools reported statewide was 848, a decrease 
of 21 from the previous year in what was called “a gratifying indication of the consolidation of 
schook.”^ Individual statistics for die type of buildings within each county were not given, 
however.

In 1922, the conditions of all of the state’s public schook were surveyed for the first time. Of a total 
of 2140 schook in the state, 631 were one-room, 314 were 2-room, 68 were 3-room, 222 were 4- 
room, and 940 were 5- or more rooms. This represented a 25.6% reduction in the number of one- 
room schook in the seven years between 1915 and 1922.^

Atkntic County had twenty-five one-room schook at that time, all of which were frame and most of 
which were located in the most rural townships. Of the 25, three—^Rkley, Head of River, and 
Estellville—^were located in Weymouth Township. According to the 1922 survey, Risley School 
accommodated 42 grade school pupik. The building, only 9 years old, was determined subpat in a 
few areas, including toilet facilities ^t only had outhouses), non-pkster ceilings, non-fireproof

“ VieportoftbeStaUBoardoJEdiicalionandofiheSi^)mntmientofPiihBcInstnetionofNeiii Jm^ (Tieiitoii, NJ: State Board of 
Education, 1914), p. 66.
^ BjportoftheStateBoardofE<iMaiiunaHdoftheSi^>erirftendeHtofPuhBcInstruetioHofNea> Jersey (Trenton, NJ; State Board of 
Educadon, 1915), p. 26.

Report of the State Board of Education, 1928, p. 80.
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construction, and floors (deficiency not specifiet^, but rated high in li^t, shades, seating, 
ventilation, and heating system, receiving an overall score of almost 80%.^

Of the other 23 one-room schools in Atlantic County that were cited in the 1922 survey, overall 
scores expressed as a percentage of a perfect score of 695, ran from 15.9% (school No. 2 in Buena 
Vista Township) to 89.2% (Union Road School in Hammonton), with the average being 67.2%.
The statewide average score of 66.9% for all schools and 50Vo for one-room schook shows that the 
Risley School was considered above average in 1922.“ Dollar values of one-room schoolhouses in 
Atlantic County in 1922 ran from $600 to $2950, with most—including the Risley School—^valued at 
$1500.^’

The next statewide school survey, conducted in 1928, showed that Atlantic County had two less 
one-room schools posing one each in Hammonton and Harbor Township), and that the 
statewide number of 869 one-room schools enumerated in 1914 had frUen to a total of 511. This 
represented a 41% drop. The 1928 survey noted that “this great decrease has been largely due to 
consolidation” and commented that the decrease in the number of one-room schoolhouses was a 
“big contributing factor” in raising the average statewide score from 66.9% in 1922 to 72.2% in 
1928. The survey went on to comment that with the exception of Cape May and Hunterdon 
counties, every county had decreased their number of one-room schoolhouses. “

In its scoring this time, Risley School continued to lose points for not being of fireproof 
construction and was deemed deficient in its lack of a plaster ceiling, its lack of more exit doors, and 
its seating (reason not specified), but it continued to be sufficient in terms of lighting, shades, 
ventilation, the color of its ceiling, and its coat rooms. Its overall score dropped to 70.8%, reflecting 
further tightening of state standards for school buildup as the century progressed. In fact, the 1928 
survey noted that the statewide average score for one-room schoolhouses increased only slighdy to 
51.8%, a figure which illustrated “the need of improvement in the one-room school building 
condition.” ®

The 1928 statewide survey showed that of the 23 one-room schools located in Atlantic County, 
about half (13) had been built in the 20* century. Today, seven of the 13 are still standing. Two 
have been converted to residences, two have been enlarged, and the remaining three (including 
Risley School) are extant in their original or almost-original plan and massing. None continue to

“ StattDepartment of Public Ins true non. School BmJdin^Surv^, State ofMacCiellish & Quigley, 
1923), p. 25.
^ Report of the State Board (^Edaeaiien, 1928, p. 6.
^ SchoolBmldingSurv^, State of New Jen^, 1928, p. 20-25.
»Ibid., p. 80,82.
® Report of the Stale Board ofEdueatioa., 1928, p. 82-83,134-135.
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serve as a school, however. The last one-room schoolhouse known to be still in use as a public 
school (kindergarten class) is one at Ocean Gate Borough, Ocean Co., built in 1914.“

Within these contexts then, the second Risley School is locally significant under criterion C as it 
represents a well-preserved, late example of a one-room school building erected in the early 20* 
century accortding to a standardized plan which met state requirements to promote the health and 
comfort of students in a suitable learning environment Early 20*-century schools are growing 
increasingly uncommon in the landscape, but one-room examples are tare. Built in 1913, the Risley 
School also falls within the dme period of 1893-1933 cited by Roberta Delson as “the critical 
period” for surveying New Jersey schoolhouses; she states that “the almost complete lack of 
attention to this time span is certainly unwarranted, both on the basis of architectural and 
pedagogical merit

* F.ttiail correspondence, Bob Cnig of the State Historic Preservadoo Office to Joan Bedtey, 2-1-2010. 
Delson, p. 196.
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Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description:
The nominated property comprises block 6, lot 21 in the City of Estell Manor as shown on the 
current Atlantic County, New Jersey tax map.

Verbal Boundary Justification: The boimdary of the nominated property represents the lot on 
which the building has stood since it was built in 1913.
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County and State

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per indt) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Risley School 
City or Vicinity: Estell Manor
County; Atlantic State: New Jersey
Photographer: Joan Berkey
Date Photographed: December 2009 and June 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:
1 of 10: streetscape and setting, view northwest
2 of 10: exterior; view sou&iwest showing the facade (east elevation) and the north (side) elevation, also the pump

house
3 of 10; exterior: rear (west) and south (side) elevations, view northeast.
4 of 10; exterior; fa9ade (east elevation), close-up showing porch and front doorway
5 of 10: interior; classroom, view northeast
6 of 10; interior: classroom, view southeast
7 of 10; interior entry hall and front doors, view southeast
8 of 10: interior: north coatroom, view north
9 of 10; interior: south coatroom, view northeast
10 of 10: non-contributing storage shed, view northeast pump house

Property Owner:
(Complete this it«n at the request of Uie SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Estell Manor/ Mayor Joe Venezia and council members Sheila Myers (council president) 
Al Barbetto, Kathy Giercyk, Steve Teasenfitz.

street & number 148 Cumberland Avenue. PO Box 102 

city or town Estell Manor______________________
telephone 609-476-2692 

state NJ zip code 08319

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with die National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
thisform to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept of the Interior, 1849 C. Street. NW, Washington, DC.
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SITE PLAN 
Risley School

134 Cape May Avenue
City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, New Jersey

adapted by Joan Berkey 6-2010 
{tom a site plan drawn by 

Charies Szovati, land surveyor, 9-24-1999
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FLOOR PLAN
Risley School 

134 Cape May Avenue
City ofEatell Manor, Atlantic County, New Jersey

Joan Berkey 6-2010
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FLOOR PLAN ANNOTATED FOR PHOTOGRAPHS 
Risley School 

134 Cape May Avenue
City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, New Jersey

Joan B«rkey ^2010
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Risley School
Historic and Supplemental Images

Figure 1: left: the first 
Risley School, built in 
1897; photo taken ca. 
1906.

[Estell Manor Historical 
Society]
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Figure 2, left: the 
interior of the first 
Risley School, ca. 1SK)6.

[EsteU Manor Historical 
Society]

Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Supplemental Imaffs p.l
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Figure 3, above: the school as it appeared ca. 1985. 

[Estell Manor Plistorical Society]
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Figure 4, right; the east \rall of the classroom, looking east 
toward the entrance hall. There were or^inally two 
blackboards here (one on each side of the door); they are 
presently in storage. Ca. 1985. [Estell Manor Historical 
Society]
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Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Supplemental Images P-2
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Figure 5, left; the northeast comer of the 
classroom, looking north, ca. 1985. The 
heating stove seen here (no longer extant) was 
vented into the chimney in this comer and the 
stovepipe opening is visible near the ceiling. 
Note the water fountain nearby. This comer 
of the classroom is now enclosed and contains 
the modem HVAC equipment. [Estell Manor 
Historical Society]

Figure 6, below. Ca. 1985 view from the north 
coat room looking south through the entrance 
hall and into the south coat room. [Estell 
Manor Historical Society]

>ir >' *;. ;/• ;

r

Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Supplemental Ima^u p.3



ia-:53

1
^14*^

rr'.sa
■J>

. .- * yf,* ,

■ ..

■■■ ’S .. .m

-

Figure 7, left: the southwest comer of the 
classroom, showing the original blackboard 
(extant, in storage) and picture rail (also extant) 
near the ceiling, ca. 1985. [Estell Manor 
Historical Society]
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Figure 8, left: the rear 
(west) and north side 
elevation, ca. 1985. 
[Estell Manor 
Historical Society]
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Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Suppkmental Ima^s p.4
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Figure 9, above: Newjerse/s standard plan for a one-room schoolhouse in 1914. \Desirabk Physical Standard 
of a Good ScbooL,]\sn£ 1914, p. 12.]

Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Supplemental Ima^ p.5
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Figure 10, above: the interior of the school as it appeared in 1954, looking southeast toward the rear of the 
classroom. [EsteU Manor Histoiical Society]
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Figure 11, left: Town Hall 
School, built in 1913 in Lower 
AUoways Township, Salem 
County, NJ. No longer extant. 
[“Yesterday’s Learning Institutes 
of Lower AUoways Creek”]

Risley School, City of EsteU Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and St^plmentallma^s p.6
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F^rel2, left: One-room 
L school built in i lardington, 

Gloucester County, NJ in 
1906. Its Colonial Revival 
style set the precedent for 
similar style one-room 
schools like the Risley School 
in Adantic County and the 
Town Hall School in Salem 
County, built 7 years later.
It is no longer standing.
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Figure 13: part of the site plan 
for Daniel Risley's Esle// 
Colorrf development showing 
the lot on which the school is 
located. Its one-acre lot was 
subdivided from the original 
10-acre lot by Risley in 1897, 
specifically for the use of a 
school.

[Estell Manor Historical 
Society]

Risley School, City of EsteU Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Suppkmental Ima^ p.7
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Figure 14: Head of the River School, 
built in 1916, also located in the City of 
Estell Manor. The design of this building 
Is very similar to that seen in figure 12.

[EsteD Manor Historical Society]
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F^re 15: Head 
of River School 
in the end stages 
of demolition by 
neglect. May 
2010.

[courtesy of 
Diane Bassetti]

Risley School, City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, NJ—Historic and Supplemental Ima^s p.8
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Risley School
134 Cape May Avenue 

Block 6, lot 21
City of Estell Manor, Atlantic County, New Jersey
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Dear Mr. Loether:

1 am pleased to submit the nomination for the Risley School, Atlantic County, New 
Jersey, for National Register consideration.
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