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CONDITION
Excellent Good | | Fair

(Check One) 

I | Deteriorated [I Ruins II Unexposed

(Check One; 

Altered D Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved (Xl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

*J?$Le Lenpir house is a large, three-storied brick structure of the 
type of ^dwelling befitting a large plantation owner. ""Most of the 
surrounding houses would have been frame farm houses in this period, 
and this house, in fact, replaced just such a house first built on 
the property. The original building of this house was 1857 but the 
exterior has..-been altered at least once to add large two-storied 
whitepillars to replace the original one-story porch. An iron 
Balcony under the present porch probably was added at the same time 
to provide architectural balance. The house has double-doors at 
the entrance which ,lead into a small hall. The parlour with 
elaborately carved window trim is to the right but the mantels in 
this room are quite simple in style. The living room to the left 
is quite large with alterations having taken place when central 
heating was installed. But it is the stairway of this house for 
which it Is famous. It rises for three stories, winding with grace 
through the huge central hallway. Originally the kitchen and dining 
room were on the basement floor but years ago they were more con 
veniently located on the main floor.

The grounds, consisting of 225 acres, are beautifully kept and an 
old brick slave house and a smokehouse are in good repair on the 
premises.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original owner-builder was .Albert Sobieski Lenoir, an engineer 
and surveyor who in 1839 went to Ross's Landing to lay-out the 
city of Chattanopga. His oldest child, Elizabeth, was the first 
white child born there. Elizabeth later married Judge David 
McKendree Key, who served as Postmaster General in President 
Hayes T cabinet.

Albert Lenoir was a son of William Ballard Lenoir who founded 
Lenoir City, which then was in Roane County. Albert Lenoir T s 
wife was Catherine Welcker, a member of another prominent Roane 
County family.

When the Lenoirs sold the property, they moved all the graves in 
their private family cemetery to Chattanooga.

L. M. Matthews purchased the house in 1903. Two of his sons 
achieved fame in China, and both were brigadier generals, one 
of the U. S. Army and the other of the U. S. Marines. General 
Hugh Matthews married the sister of Andrew Higgins,aNew Orleans 
ship builder, and they lived in the house until his death. The 
widow then sold the house in 19M-5 to Mr. and Mrs. William Butler, 
prominent business leaders in Loudon, who still occupy the house.

In addition to the prominent people who built and lived in the 
house, the architecture of the house, especially in the handsome 
stair, is significant in this area where few structures of this 
type were built.
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Beloved Landmarks of Loudon County, Tennessee 
(Loudon, 1962).

Scrapbook, letters, and clippings of Mrs. Georgia Lenoir 
Burdette, Lenoir City.
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Mrs. Earl Alexander
ORGANIZATION . DATE

January 2, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

Fowler T s Mill Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Loudon

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local [X]

,.. .. . /,...
Title Executive Director

Tennessee Historical Commissd 

Date January 5, 1973

STATE CODE

Tennessee OM-7

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andHisto^c Preservation 

Bate Ty^y 7^
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