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1. Name of Property
historic name Frederick Douglass Square Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Multiple addresses (see data sheet) N/A  not for publication
city or town Lower Roxbury (Boston) N/A  vicinity *
state Massachusetts code MA county__ Suffolk_ __ code 025 zip code 02120

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this jlsj'nomination
» request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“Mmeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ).
e nationally ¢ statewide “locally. (+ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

of certifying official/Title Judith B/MicDonough, Executive Director Date [
ichusetts Historical Commission, Staitfrliistotic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Service Certification
1, hpro6y certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the -
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register f
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Frederick Doualass Square Historic Distict
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) ,, (Cheek only one box)

X. private o~—;:..-building(sy-"—" «
X_ public-local x_ district
__ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use

Higoric Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: rowhouse

apartment

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Second Empire

Panel Brick

Quen Anne

High Vicorian Gothic

Late 19th Century Revival: Federal Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk Countv, Massachusetts

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
116 0 building
sites
structures
objects
116 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: rowhouse

Materials

apartment building

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  Stone

walls

roof

other

Brick

Tar and Gravel
Projecting Bays: metal

Trim: terra cotta, sandstone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.)

Architecture

X_A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad ] ]
patterns of our history. Social History

Community Planning and Development

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack

Period of Significance
individual distinction.

c. 1866-1946

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates

(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.) N/A
Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
re”gious purposes' ! S|gn|f|cant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
_ B removed from its original location. n n N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

C a bhirthplace or grave. , '
D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

. Architect/Builder
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance see attached Continuation Sheet
within the past 50 years. Ne

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 >(_State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State agency

_ previously listed in the National Register \. _ Federal agency

_ previously determined eligible by the National . _ Local government
Register ' : _ University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Massachusett Historical Commission

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering »
Record #



Frederick Douglass Sguare Historic District Suffolk County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Five acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 328290 4689070 3.19 328190 4688910
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.19 328370 4688860 4.19 328210 4689060
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Maura E. FitzPatrick, Architectural Historian for the Boston Landmarks Commission, with Betsv Friedberg
National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July. 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard tdephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA .zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs n

Representative black and white photographs of the property. n
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Multiple

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code_

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the Wme for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Frederick Douglass Souare Hidtoric Didtrict is an architecturdly cohesve late-19th cantury urben
neighborhood, sgnificant as the sdle survivingfragmentof ane of Bogon's final gpeculdive landfill ventures
Stuated in Lower Raxbury, just aooss the South End border, this five-acre didtrict is characterized by a dase
network of narow dregslined with two- and threegory Pand Brick and Queen Annerow houses Whilethe
neighborhood contains severd outsanding examples of early goartmant architecture, it is best known for its
concerttration of single-family row houses assodated with the philanthropic activity of Bogton's prominent socid
reformer, Robat Treat Pane .

This didrict derives its namef romits proximity to Frederick Douglass Souare, aminor arossroeds located two
miles southwest of dowvntoavn Bogton. S0 neamed by order of Mayor James Michad Curley on Feoruary 3, 1917,
this open goece a thejunction of Cabat, Tremont, and Hammond dredts honars black abalitionist Frederick
Dougass (1818 - 1895). Stuaad a the heart of an African-American community, this souere achieved loca
prominence as aforum for 20th-cantury poalitical ralies and Civil Rights protests  Dignitaries known to have
addressd the commimityfromthis location indude: Mayor Curley, Sengtor Edward Brooks, Senatar Edward
Kenady, Coretta King, and Duke Ellington. In 1901, noted Civil Rights activist William Murroe Trotter
published one of Bodon's first Black nevgogpars The Bogon Guardian, from a Tremont Sfreet office which
faced onto the souare (no longer extant).

The digtrict's surviving brick row houses rgaresant less then one-sixth of the origind subdivison as devdoped in
the fourth quarter of the 19th century. Demdlition assodated with various urben renewd projectslargdy
desfroyed Lower Roxbury's housing stodk during the late-1960s  The resulting landscgpe is one of an isolated
brick row housenudeus patidly encirded by low-rise public housng devdopments which, intum, are bounded
by three mgor surface ataies Tremont Sfredt to the north, Mdnea Cass Boulevard to the west, and Shavmut
Avae to the south.

Due to the aorupt visud confragt betwean this wdl-preserved node of brick row houses and the surrounding
ealy-1970s public housing, the didfrict's boundaries are egdily discarnible. This compedt, irregularly-shaped
digrict is roughly bounded by 36-108 Hammond Strest to the northeedt; bath ddes of Westminder Stredt to the
outheedt; 71-85 Windsor Strest to the southwest; and Warwick Stret (exduding the public housng and 19650s
church a 41-90 Wawick) to the northwest.  The digtrict encompesses all ructures dong the following Sfregts
located within these boundaries  Greerwich Strest, Grearwich Court, and Suesex Sfreet. A amdl projecting
nodke of brick row houses a 99498 Cabat Sfrest and 1002 Tremont Street are dso congdered confributing
dructures

While roughly aontermporaneous with the sate-goonsared filling of the Back Bay, this landfill project represants
ae of the lagt land aregtion projects underteken by a private syndicate in Bogton.  Origindly a large exqoense of
tidd st marsh, this propaty wes drained and filled by the Tremont Improvement Compary inthe late 18680s
The enaling flat expense wes platted with eght wide aass dreats mogt of them 50 feet wide, and subdivided
into 257 houses lots. Clearly intended for row house devdopment, frontageranged from 20 to 25 feet, and lot

(continued)



NPS 10.900-1 omMB App,ov.INo.,024-C0,a

(&89)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Frederick Douglass Square Higtoric Digtrict
Bogon (SufTak County), Massachusetts
Section number 1— Page—t —

degpth varied bewemn 64 ad 138 feet. With an average dimension of 2000 sguere feet, these house lotswere
comparade in sze to those of the adjacent South End devdopment. While platted in agrid pettern, Hanmmond
Srest connected the mgjor boulevards of Tramont Strest and Sawvmut Avenue & a45° angle. ThusHammod
Sret contains severd large, irregularly-shgped comer parcdsin an otherwise sandard rectilinear subdivision.
Deed regtrictions dipulated aten-foot s&t bedk for Hammond Sfreat properties and an eight-foot st badk for
buildingsfronti ngonto Madison Sguare Madison Souere was agrand 143800 squarefoat park, Situated
towards the wetem ed of the devdopmant. Many of the prized parodsfronti ngthe square were devdoped
with marble facade row houses this predigious sadtion is no longer extant.
The Fredaick Doudass Souare Higtoric Didfrict represents gpproximatdy forty lots Stuated dong the eegtamn
adoe of the origind 1866 devdopment shame Of these surviving lots, many were subdivided further in the
1830s to accommodete agregter numbar of philanthropic houdng units. The disfrict currently contains 116
contributing mdures, there are five gpatmant blocks, and 111 brick row houses of which seventy-seven ware
financed by Robat Treat Paing X. In addition to the homogengty of the difrict's philanthropic architecture,
the ndighborhood practice of painting gone silisand lintes with bright glossy colors contributes postively to the
areds unique saee of place
Congmated batwean 1866 and 1873, 71, 73, and 75 Windsor Street are the ddest surviving single-family
dwdlings within the disfrict. Theseflat-facademansardroofed row houses gand three sories high, three beys
wide, and two piles degp. Omamatt is confined to the low-rdief carved browvngtone lintds ebovethe entry bay,
the paired bracketed eaves ad the pedimented dormers. A low goop leeds to the recessed main entry; 71 ad
73 Windsor Sredt retain their origind scrolled cedt ironrails.
In 1875, Rabat Treet Pane . erected two bowfronted brick buildings a& 86 and 88 Hammond Street. These
four-gory srudtures took the Sdepessage row house form; each bey wes lit with 2/2 ssshwindows  Bdieved to
have bemn desgned for four-family oocupancy, the facades were embdlished with dressed ssnddone sills ad
lintels, Eadleke-caved entry lintds, and corbdled comices  Somdime batwean 1876 and 1832, speculdive
devdopea J. Fagen erected four contiguous brick smctures on an adjecant parcd & 90-96 Hammond Street.
Also designed for four-family oooupancy, these row houses gand four gories high, three bayswide, and two
piles degp. The facades of these 9depessage dwelings are disinguished by projecting polygond beys Eadleke
caved ssnddorelintds, decordive brick pands and corbdled comices

Bawemn 1836 and 1890, Rabat Treet Paing X.,financedthe congmction of over eghty brick row houses
within this disfrict. In order to economize, Paine subdivided mogt sandard 2200 souere foot parcds aredting
two smdler house lots segregated by anarow reer dley. He further ehered the Tremont Improvement Compary
meder plan by carving Sussex Sreat and Grearwvich Court out of exiging lots Painésarchitect George W.
Rope designed predominantly single-family dwelings for this philanthropic venture,

Thesediminutive dmcures share the same Sdepessage row house plan; most gand two gories high, two bays
wide, and two piles degp. Thefirst floor contains af rontparlor and reex dining room, with a cenfra switch-back
dairway digned againg are of the party wals. This narrow dairway leeds to the ssoond gory which contains
front and rear bedrooms with a cenfraly-located bathroom. A skylight provides naturd light to the Sairway ad

* iJ- (continued)
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to the bathroom via afransomsituated above the bethroom door.  I1n kegping withfraditionalrow house
planning, the kitchen is located in the besamant, opening onto atiny rear garden. The amdl room & thefrontof
the besamant wes used for cod gorage; fuel ddivery wes achievad through a smdl Sfregt-facing window and a
chute. The interiors were erbdlished with sock architecturd trim, including moulded chair rails, beeded board
wainscoting, caved newd pods and interior ges lighting fixtures. The interior doars and windows were
trimmed with moulded archifraves and bull's-eye coma blocks

Housing reformers argued that dwellings condructed for the poor not only should be comfortable and sanitary

but d=o beautiful, "o & to educate ad raisethear tagtes™ This interest in embdlishing philanthropic housing
with architecturd omamant originated in England; an 1874 visitor to Shaftesoury Park commented on its"long
Sraight ranges of two-gory buildings, varied by hoods over the doors and occadond turrets.."  The monatony
of Shefteshury Park’s sregtscapes wies rdieved by projecting orids and towers, cgpped by embattled pargpeats ad
degppointed roofs. Smilarly omete, the facades of Painés modest row houses were differentiated through the
addition of the following picturesoue messes  bow-fronts, towered polygond orids, ad pargoeted souare orids.

The earliegt philanthropic housng in the didrict dates from 1886 when Paine consmcated row houses dong
Susex, Hammond, and Greerwich dregts  Of the twenty-twof | at-facaderow houses congmated on Suesex
Stredt, anarow dogHegged srest which comects Warwick to Hammond Stregt, fifteenaunvive - 1, 3, 5-8, and
22-38 Ssex Street. These Ssex dwdlings are the amdlest within the disfrict, with an average footprint of
248 uarefeat. Each row houge hes an asymmetricd two-bay facade with a shdlow recesssd Sdepessege
entry. The origind window trestment condsted of paired 11 sseh windows asmdl dained dasswindow in a
sgmentd opening lit the bay above the entry and awindow & the foundation leve provided aooess for cod
ddivery. Architectura decoration wes limited to dressad gore lintds and slls, a cheguer work bend of trim,
and acorbdled brick comice. Alterationsto this row indude replacamant seeh, as well as loss of the dained
dasswindows origina pended doors adfransoms. Threegtory verdons of this paradigmaic form were
condmated & 68-78 Hammond Street in the same year. Bdieved to have been congmded for singlefamily
oocupancy, this row is diginguished by abend of terracotta tiles with afloral desgn aoross the third-gtory level.
Wider than its ndighbors, the come building a& 80 Hammond Street wes designed for two-family oocoupency
with ground-floor commerdd goece Bvidance of its retail higtory survives inthe cet iron soref ront(dthough
the origind plate dasswindows have bean replaced with dapboard siding and amdl paired windows) and the
faded commerdd dgnege panted on the Suessex Sredt facade.

The Greawich Sfregt row houses of 1836 rgaresant a more omate and roomier varson of the Sussex Stret
dmctures, with agandard 12 6" width and 32 depth. The row & 1040 Greenwich Street wes enlivened with
towered, two-gtory polygond orids projecting from dtemating row houses These pressed metd orids ae
embdlished with raisaed pands a dheguer work motif & the comice level, and adaeroof In additionto
replacement windows this row hes bean ehered by duminum siding (two of the eight orids are encasad) and by
the ingdlaion of metd avnings A Decamber 1994 fire desfroyed #36 Greawich Sfredt, dthough the
remaining maduresin this row are intact. Across the way a 1347 Greenwich Street, Rope designed row
houses with projecting two-gtory souere orids. Each pressed metd oridl s diginguished by raised pands a
dentiled comice, ad afdse mansad pargpet. The parads near the comer of Grearwich Court, specificaly 19,
21, 39 and 41 Greenwich Street, were devdoped with three-gtory row housss bdieved to have been designed

(continued)
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for single-family occupancy. 1nkeeping with the prevailing idiom, these comer buildings were outfitted with
three-gtory, pressed metal souare oridls.

In 1887, Pope dtered his design dightly with the infroduction of two-story bow-fronted row housesaong
Greenwich Court (originally known as Procyon Place). The eight smctures stuated on either side of this short
dead-end dreet, 23-37 Greenwich Court (inclusive) retain the sandard Sde-passageplan. They are
digtinguished from Pope's earlier design in their use of rough granite sills and lintels. Window treatment

consigted of 2/2 saeh inthe bow and a ssgmented stained glass window above the entry. The chequer work band
of frim and corbelled comicerecall Popes earlier designs.

In 1888, Pain€e's philanthropic row housss filled a ggp dong Greenwich Street, soreed down Warwick Street and
wragpped around the comer of Windsor Strest. Most of the buildings dating from this year, 49-55 Greenwich
Street, 34-48 Warwick Street, and 77-81 Windsor Street, take the two-story bow fronted form. Decorative
terra-cotta plaques with scroll, garland, and stylized flower motifs were installed above the entries.  Surviving
three-gtory bowfrontedrow housss stand a 83 Windsor Street and 56 Greenwich Street. Believed to have
been constmcted for single-family occupancy, these three-story stmctures exhibit the same decorative dements as
the two-story version. Two-family gpartment stmctures with ground-level commercia spece were erected on the
comer lots a 57 Greenwich Street and 85 Windsor Street. Rather than bows, these buildings have two-story
pressed metd orielswith decorative raised pands projecting from their facades. 85 Windsor Street retains its

origina cast-iron storefront, while the plate glasswindowsat 57 Greenwich Stregt have been replaced with a
wood-shingle facade.

A seriesof 1890 brick row houses on Warwick Strest mark the dose of Paing's constmction activity within this
disfrict. The ssmctures a 14-20 and 15-23 Warwick Street display the standard bow-fronted, Sde-passage row
house form; height varies between two-stories (14, 15, 16, 17, and 19 Warwick) and three-gtories (18, 20, 21,

and 23 Warwick). Architectural omament is confined to the corbelled comice and the splayed brick lintels with
rough cut keystones.

While Paine was responsible for most of the disfrict's surviving architectural stock, three other developers adso
made significant contributions to the areas architectura character. 1n 1887, deveoper Paul V. Watson erected
five brick row houses a the north-west comer of Hammond and Warwick dreets (102-108 Hammond Street
and 1 Warwick Street). These bow-fronted ssmctures, designed by architect/builder Benjamin J. Connally, were
augterdy omamented with rough browngtone lintels and a corbelled brick comice. Designed for three-family
occupancy the buildingsa 104-108 Hammond Stregt and 1 Warwick Strest meesurethree bays in width, two
piles in depth, and are symmetricaly fenestrated with 2/2 sash windows. The four-story comer building at 102
Hammond Stregt was constmcted for three-family occupancy with ground-level commercial gpace. Benjamin J.
Connally acquired and developed the adjacent parcd a 3-9 Warwick Street in 1892. This row of bow-fronted
dwellings displays aricher use of architectura omament than Connolly's designs for 102-108 Hammond Sfrest.
These three-family dwellings, measuring 20 feet inwidth and 40 feet in depth, were embellished with decorative
brickwork, including bands of chequer work frim and a corbelled comice. Rough-cut brownstone quoins
highlight the Sde-passage entries.

(continued)
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The digtrict's lagt vecant parcd, located & the comer of Greawich and Westminder Sreets, wes devdaoped in
188 by Frankim T. Rosa Rose hired confractors G. M. Femald & Sansto erect this row of four flat-facade
brick amcaures each danding three dorieshigh, 19 feat wide, and 30 feet degp. The facades of 2-8 Greenwich
Street ae asymmetricdly fenesfrated with segmanted window openings origindly lit with 2/2 seeh. Decordive
bends of brickwork articulate eech gory, culminating in acorbdled comice Other digtinguishing architecturd
demants indude the degply-recesssd ardhed antries; the rough granite sills, and the finid-topped fire wall
patitions. -

Hammond Sfrest possess three exoegptiond muUi-family dwdlings the earliest of these, known as Henderson
House, dandsa 64 Hammond Street. 1n 1878 William H. Wallace commissoned architect Thomes R White
to design this eéght-unit "family hotd." This impressve brick block gandsfour sories high, five bays wide, ad
svad piles degp; eech gory contained two units.  Thisflat-facadesmdure is richly omamented with pattemed
brick work and confraging gonetrim. Brick pilagtersframethe cenfrd bay which is further aticulated by the
dak contragt of white martle window and door surrounds ageing the red brick facade. The outer windows were
acoanted by moulded lintds carved from Ohio sanddone Remarkably wdl-presarved, the only dteraions of
note indude the rgdlacemant of originad seeh and the removad of the moulded lintels on the right Sde of the
building (replaced with dressed galayed lintdls).

In 1885, Hayward P. Hall constmcted The Delano, alarge apartment building which wraps around the north-
west comer of Hammond and Westminster sfreets. This Queen Anne brick block, with separate deeply-recessed
arched entries at 60 Hammond Street and 11 Westminster Street, wasdesigned by architect Antoine Xavier.

A letter dated July 6, 1885,fromMr. Hall to Boston's Building Inspector refers to the Delano as"two family
hotels." Thisfour-story comer stmcture contained sixteen apartment units. The building's facade is tf
asymmetricdly fenesfrated:; its brick-quoined window openings digplay the following aesthetic hierarchy:  round-
ached aoross the first and second gory; segmentd-arched aoross the third gory; and souere across the fourth

dory. A pressecimed polygond orid projects from the Wesminge/Hammond comer.  In kegping with the
Victorian fondness of pattamed aurfaces the facede is omamented with chequer work brick pands, browvngtone
sfring courses; corbdled comice and floral tara cotta tiles. Smilarly omate, the orid is embossed with floral
meddlions decordive pands ad an imitationfish-scal etiled pargpet. This wdl-preserved gmcture hes been
minimally dtered by the addition of extaior gutters, the ingtdlation of reglacemant doors and seeh, and the

gpplication of fire baconies dong Hanmond Strest.

The lag large goatment building erected in this digtrict detes from 1888; it oocupies a come parcd with entries
oo 12 Westminger Street and 46 Hammond Street. William H. Smith hired architect and builder Henry P.
Hall to congma thisfriangular-shapedbrick building.  This four-gtory, Quean Anne sdmcture wes desgned to
acoommodde sixteen gpartments;, four.on each floor. The building's sculpturd qudity is emphesized by the
comer cylindricd bay with towered conica roof the arched pargpet dong the Hammond facade, ad the
pyramidd-roofed dair tower on the Wesmingder facede. Window gpenings adhere to the following hierarchy:
achad aoross the first gory; ssgmentad aorass the ssoond and third story, and souere ecross the fourth sory.

(continued) * *
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The facadeis enlivened with brownstone sfring courses, a panded chimney, and a corbelled comice. The deeply
recessad arched openings with brownstone impost blocks are evocative of H. H. Richardson's architecture.

While dominated by apartment blocks, philanthropic housing, and speculative development, this district also
contains six individually constmcted row houses. Erected between 1873 and 1882, the four-story High Victorian
Gothic row house at 36 Hammond Street is remarkable for its Sick-style door hood, omate polychromatic
banding, and corbelled comice. An austere flat-facade row house with deeply recessed arched entry stands at 62
Hammond Street; designed by G. H. Wetmore, this four-story building was built for Daniel Swan in 1887.
Cabot Sreet's isolated node of three, flat-facade brick stmctures representsthe stylistic development of row
house architecturein the late 19th century. The earliest stmcture, 994 Cabot Street, was constmcted between
1873 and 1882. This exceptionally well-preserved three-story mansard-roofed row house is distinguished by its
bracketed comice, fish scaleroof slates, and intact wooden commercial storefront. The four-story building at
996 Cabot Street, minimally omamented with Eastlake-carved sandstone lintels, was erected between 1882 and
1884 to house apartments and ground-floor retail space. The adjacent four-story building at 998 Cabot Street
dates from the late 1890sand is austerely detailed with plain dressed lintels, an arched entry with keystone and
impost blocks, and a corbelled comice. i

There are two significant ggaswithin the disfrict. The demolition of four Warwick Street row houses (between
Qusx and Greenwich streets) was somewhat mitigated by the 1980s conversion of this vacant lot into a
community park. Enclosed by a chainlink fence on three Sdes and an unadomed wrought iron fence along
Warwick Street, this 4,600 square foot park is sunply landscaped with perimeter deciduous trees and annua
flower beds; fiimiture is limited to picnic tables and barbecue equipment. The disfrict's other vacant lot,
adjacent to 14 Warwick Street, remains unimproved. Also noteworthy are the young street treeswhich shede the
disfrict'snarrow sregts. A 195 fire desfroyed the interior of 36 Greenwich Street, a cenfrally-located rowhouse,
dthough the stmcture's front and rear facades survive.

Archaeological Description "f

The Frederick Douglas Squere Historic Disfrict is densdy developed and occupied by many historic ssmctures.
Open goaces contain backyardsand small, private, paved parking lots. A large, open lot located on the south
sde of Warwick Street (between Sussex and Hammond Sfreets) hes become a dumping ground for the
neighborhood. This parcd dso contains a small, cement,friangul arporch foundation with a decorative wall, and
afireplace/chimneyunit which abuts Warwick Street. The areawithin and surrounding the disfrict is noticeably
level, due to the filling processof the mud flats, marshlandsand baysin 1866. No archaeologica remains ae
visible in this disfrict.

No prehistoric Stes are located in the Frederick Douglas Square Historic District, however 10 are located within
a ore mile radius. Ste 19-9U-77 is located very doseto the disfrict and includes Middle (ca 7500-5000 B.P.)
and Late Archaic (ca. 5000-3000 B.P.) components. The site was identified as a lithic workshop and contained
many artifactsincluding 431 piecesof chipping debris (mostly felsite), a reworked Atlantic point, a projectile
fragment

Z'Am A (continued)
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and three bifacial blades. This ste contributed significant information to the prehistoric record. Prehigtoric Stes
located within the district would have been submerged, and the land filling processeswould have protected them.
Prehistoric survivals that may exist include temporary camp stes, or maritime oriented stes, like fish weirs.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Frederick Douglass Square Higtoric Disfrict is an important remnant of one of Boston's last privately-
financed speculaive landfill ventures. Inthis instance a Lower Roxbury sdt marsh wasfransformedinto an
atfractive neighborhood of goacious avenuesand brick row houses. While possessng severd outstanding
examples of early gpatment design, this aregls architectural character is largely defined by the diminutive Queen
Anne brick row houses erected for Boston's urban poor by prominent socia reformer, Robert Treat Paine, J.
The district's period of significance extends from 1866 (when Tremont Improvement Company platted the filled
marsh) to 1946 (the fifty year cutoff point for National Register nominations). The Frederick Douglass Square
Historic District possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association
and medts CriteriaA and C on the loca leve for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Roxbury marks the geogrephic center of the City of Boston. This urban community of approximately three
gquare miles is nestled between five city neighborhoods  the South End, Dorchester, Rodindae, Jamaica Plain,
and Mission Hill. The sixth town incorporated within the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Roxbury's original 1630
land grant Sfretched eight miles in length, from the Boston Neck to the Charles River in Dedham, and two miles
in width, from the Dorchester border to the Muddy River in Brookline. The town's original borders remained

intact until the partition of West Roxbiuy (including the arees of JamaicaPlain, Rodindae and Forest Hills) in
1851.

At the time of European settlement Roxbury's landscapewas arich array of forests, ponds, river valleys, ad
ocean 9de marshes. Mainland Roxbury was connected to the Shavmut peninsula via a low lying isthmus, the
"Neck," separating the Charles River tidal basn from the South Bay. As the only mainland connection to
Boston, Roxbury evolved into afransportationnexus. The Neck served as the primary artery, tunneling traffic
through Lower Roxbury to points south and west. Land rose from s level marshesto the Roxbury highlands
by a sariesof dmmlins. Indigenous conglomerate rocks termed "Roxbury puddingstone,” are sfrewn throughout
the highland area. The town derived its name from these rocky outcroppings, with "Rocksborough,”
"Rocksbury," and "Roxberry" gopearing in early accounts.

Roxbury was founded by a group of settlerswho arrived with Governor John Winthrop's party in 1630. Led by
William Pynchon, many among the group were natives of Nazing, amral villagein Essex County, England. In
1636, Pynchon left Roxbury for the Connecticut River Valley, where he founded Springfield, Massachusetts.
The town's leadership fell to John Eliot, William Curtis, and William Heath; all three arrived with a sscond

y --ti
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wave of English settlersin 1632. A 1634 visitor described early Roxbury as athriving settlement where "the
inhabitants have fair houses store of cattle, impaed come fields and fruitful gardens Animal husbandry,

leather production, and agricultural pursuits sustained Roxbury's economy from settlement to the early 19th
century.

Situated beyond the Neck a the bese of Roxbury's uplands, the marshes known as "Roxbury Hats' were an
important natural resource. According to noted local antiquarian Francis S Drake, "Each settler had a piece of
marsh land for the sdt hay, one acre of sdt marsh being equa in vaue to ten of woodland or two of com or
pagture land."" In addition to harvesting sah hay for livestock fodder, the marshes d o attracted small-scde
brick making interests due to the proximity of clay and hay. Drake further reports.

The marshes bordering the Neck were covered a high tide, and being a favoriteresort for birds, were much
frequented by sportsmen. Asearly as 1713 the town of Roxbury prohibited gunning on the Neck, and in
1785 was obliged to place sentinds there to prevent this desecration of the Sabbath.'

Due to the expanse of marsh dong Roxbury's eestem border, the town was long dependent on Boston's degp-
water harbor to export and import goods.  In 1775, four loca entrepreneurs financed the constmction of the
Roxbury Canad. Completed in 1795, the cand greatly facilitated thefransportationof Roxbury's goods and
produce, saving two miles of overland carriage transport.  Two of the cand's investors, Aaron and Charles

Davis, erected long framewarehousesnear "Town Dock," the popular reference for the cand terminus. The
Davis Brothers were proprietors of a packing provision facility, a disfiUery, and atannery.' In additionto
interests inthe cand and its expanding industria base, the Davis family owned a large Lower Roxbury estate.
Adjacent to the Roxbury/Boston border, the Davis homesteed was located on the north side of Washington Sfreet,
for many yearsthe only road traversing the Neck. The greaet sdt marsh situated to the rear of the Davis property
would ultimately be acquired by the Tremont Improvement Company for its speculative landfill venture.

Ore of the earliest referencesto Washington Street dates from 1650 when the Town of Boston paid Peter Oliver
to maintain the highway dong the Neck "sufficient for carte and horse."' In order to sem erosion of this
tenuous overland link, Boston's sdectmen in 1785 conveyed parces dong the Neck with the proviso that the
new owners erect barriers to exdude tide-water.* The Federd era marked the first serious investment in the
Neck, with development soreading from Boston acrossthe isthmus.

With gpace growing scarce on the peninsula, rope makers, candle manufacturers and the like began to eye
the wadte lands where the Neck widened as it goproached Roxbury, which a 1797 Boston town mesting had
begun to consder as a"very vauable property of the town." The Sdectmen, under Bulfmch's
chairmanship, presented to the March 1801 town meeting a plan for developing the Neck into Sfreetslaid out
in aregular rectangular pattem. The monotony was to be varied by Columbia Square, an oval grass plot
bounded by four Sfreets, with Washington Street mnning through its center, on the ste of the present
Blackstone and Franklin Squares.'

This residentid development adong the Neck, known as the "New South End," was regulated by City-imposed
deed restrictions stipulating building sethack, height, frontage, and materia requirements.  Of the South End,

\Y (continued)
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Whitehill wrote,

During the first half of the nineteenth century, the area, dthough laid out into Sfreets, developed slowly, but
beginning with the fifties it rapidly grew into a region of symmetrica blocks of high-shouldered,
comfortablered brick or brownstone houses, bow-fronted and high-stooped, with mansard roofs, ranged
dong gpacious avenues, intersected by cross Sfreets that occasionaly widened intofree-shadedsquares and
parks, whase cenfral gardens were enclosed by neet cagt iron fences.™

Asresidential constmction crept dong the peninsula from the eedt, the Roxbury Flats to the west were eyed for
their industrial potential. In 1821, the Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation finished constmction on a mile-
and-a-hdf long mill-dam which soanned the width of the Back Bay (following the path of present day Beacon
Sfreet). According to Whitehill, "A crass dam mnning out from Gravelly Point in Roxbury on a lineroughly
corresponding to the present Massachusetts Avenue, subdivided this areainto awesterly full basn and an
eadely receiving basin."" The 1832 Hades Map of Roxbury depicts nine "City Mills" and a cable factory
clustered around the damn's outflow, and an iron foundry out on the low lying spit, known as "Gravelly Point."
Owing to insufficient water power, this schemefailed by the dose of the 1840s dthough the "conversion of the
submerged territory into dry land by the mill-dam resulted in the rapid growth of the city inthat direction."'?

On September 10, 1832, Tremont Street, the second major artery connecting Boston and Roxbury, opened.  This
lone causaway traversing Roxbury Hats ran parallel to and north of Washington Sfreet. Northampton Sfreet, a
major cross street linking the cand terminus to Tremont Sfreet aso opened inthat year. The Neck's land mess
steadily expanded through the 1830s, and by the close of that decade two additional boulevards sfraddled
Washington Sfregt - Shavmut Avenue to the north and athoroughfare, later named "Harrison Avenue,” to the
south.  In 1834, Lower Roxbury's industrial besewas substantialy bolstered by the opening of the Boston and
Providence Railroad, whose causaway crassed the sdt marsh north of Tremont Street. The advent of rail
fransportation marked the death knell of the Roxbury Cand, which was subsequently filled in. An 1856 map of
Roxbury depicts severd isolated pockets of sdt marsh amidst the expanding web of streets linking the South End
to Lower Roxbury. Orne such marsh, owned by brothers Horatio and Charles Davis, was Situated in the center of
Lower Roxbury, bounded by Cabot Street to the north, Northampton Street to the eest, Washington Sfreet to the
south, and Water (now Ruggles) Street to the west.  Smdt Brook, acclaimed in the town's earliest anndsfor its
"greet store of smdts" meandered through this pocket of wet lands."

The Tremont Improvement Company, a land corporation established by the Generd Court of Massachusetts in
1859, acquired the Davis Marsh between 1859 and 1863. Led by Presdent Daniel Hammond, and Directors
Francis A. Brooks and Edward Pickering, the Company acquired approximately two-and-a-half acres of this
marsh from the Davis Family for $25,254 on 1 April 1859. This vacant parcd was bounded by the
Roxbury/Boston border to the eadt (currently Hammond Sfreet), Shawmut Avenue to the south, and Webster
Sfreet to the west, with an expanse of marsh to the north. In 1863, the Davis family sold an abutting acre of
marsh to the Company for $15,970; this parcd was bounded by the Roxbury/Boston border to the east and
Tremont Sfreet to the north. These two transactions accoimt for most of the acreege within the proposed district.

(continued)
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The 1866 plot plan for the Tremont Improvement Comparly depicts aflat expanse of goproximatdy thirty acres
bounded by Cabat Sfreet to the north, Kenddl Sret to the esst, Shavmut Avenue to the south, and Rugdes
Sredt to the wet. Thefilled marsh was neatly platted with eight wide aass Sregts, mogt 50 feet in width, and
ubdivided mto 257 housss lots. Clearly intended for row house devdopment, frontageranged from 20 to 25
feat ad lot dgath varied bawean 64 and 138 feet. While located in Lower Roxbury, this devd opment
represants the westward expangon of the South End planning modd.  In kegping with this tradition, a grand
143800 suerefoot omamentd park, Madison Souare, wes Stuated towards the westem ed of the devdopment.

Propertyfransacti onswere driven by sdler-financed mortgeges typicdly with athreeyeer repaymant period &
&% interest par annum; congmction within the subdivison wes regulated by a "corporation coverant” or deed
resfriction placed by the Tremont Improvement Compary.  This property retriction first gopears ina Norfolk
County deed dated November 17, 1866, recording the sdle of eight contiguous lots dong Hanmmond Souere (later
Hammond Sfreet) to James Toman.

..that al buildings erected thereon shdl be of good dass that thefrontsor front walls thereof
shdl be s back a leedt five feat from the line of any dreats mede by the grantor: and 0 far
&6 built upon Hammond Souare shdl be st bedk nat lessthan ten feet, and <o far as built upon

Jif - Madison Square shdl be st back nat less then @ght feet and that all housesfrontingupon sad
guare shdl be three dories a leest in height and with all ather buildings thereon shdl asto
their exterior walls be @ther of brick, gone, or iron, that no buildings upon any lots shdl be
usd for livery gebles white or blacksmith shops foundries or any ather busness prgjudicia to
the erection ar occupeation of dwdlings upon adjacant ots and that the lower floor or cdlar of
al buildings shdl be nat less then tweve feat aoove men low water mark. And the said
Corporation hardby undartekes and agrees with the grantee to meke and finish all sregts laid
down on sad plan in Roxbury and grede the same a the levd of 18 feet aoove low water mark
and to provide sliteble savas for the drainege of said premisesin Roxbury the oot of sad
Ma's to be gpportioned ane hdf to saidd Comparly and ane hdf to the severd lots aoutting
thereon pro rata all of which isto e done as soon as the buildings shdl have bean erected

- and completed upon the granted premises but these agreamants shdl nat bind the Corporations

& to ay dreds dfter the same shdl have been acogpted by the city.”

Acquisition of parcels within the subdivision accelerated following Roxbury's 1868 annexation to the City of
Boston. Themajor benefit of annexation "was theintroduction of Cochituate water" which encouraged "a
remarkable rise in the value of (Roxbury's) real estate."" Commenting on Roxbury's new urban character,

Drake wrote, "The territorial exigencies of theneighboring city of Boston, with whose interests hers have always
been closely identified, have changed all this, and inits stead we now seebroad avenues, spacious and well-built
sfreets, numerous church, school and other public edifices, well-fitted stores, extensive manufacturing
establishments, and a busy population of more than forty thousand souls.""' v -

The 1873 mep of Lower Raxbury depics sevard rows of speculaive housing within the subdivison;
congmction began in the pregtigious Madison Pak section of the devdlgpment. The row housss facing the
uere were diginguished by mansard roofs, bowfronts,and high soops severd were condmcted with marble
D - - " i :
- ™M (continued) N



NPS Foon 10.900-.

(&89)

OMO Approval No. ,024-00,8

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Frederick Douglass Square Historic District

_ Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
Section number 8§ Page —5—

facades. The disfrict'searliest ingtitutional stmcture, the Sherwin School (no longer extant), was aso constmcted
prior to 1873; it was sted in the center of the block bounded by Sterling, Warwick, Windsor, and Madison
dregts. 71-75 Windsor Street (1866-73), the oldest extant single-family row houses within the district,
represent a more modest version of the homes once found in the Madison Squeare section.

The Frederick Douglass Square Higtoric Didtrict is best known for its picturesgque row houses developed by
Robat Treat Paing, Jr. (1835-1910), anational leader among post-Civil War social reformers. Of the digrict's
116 surviving smcdures seventy-seven are atfributed to Paine's philanthropic activity. Dating betwean 1886 and
1890, these diminutive singlefamily dwdlings mdude 1-38 Sussex Street; 1057 Greenwich Street, 23-37
Greenwich Court; 14-50 Warwick Street; 77-85 Windsor Street; and 68-88 Hammond Strest.

Namesske and great-grandson of a signer of the Declaration of Independence, Robert Treat Paine, X. occupied a
* secure position in the upper stratum of Boston's socid elite. A graduate of Harvard College (1855) and Harvard
K Law Schoal (1856), Paine forged importantfriendshipswith dassameates Phillips Brooks, Rector of Trinity Church
from 1869 - 1891, Theodore Lyman, and famed geologist Alexander Agassiz. Following extended fravel through
Europe, Paine practiced law and rapidly accumulated great wealth through investments in Mid-West copper
mines and railroads. Panewss a lead investor in the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad in lllinois; the
Burlington and Missouri Railroad in Nebraska, the Achison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad in New Mexico; and
the Mexican Central Railroad. In 1860, Paine married Lydia Williams Lyman (1837-1897), who bore him seven
children.

Presdent of the Associated Charities of Boston from its 1878 founding until 1907, Painewas a magjor advocate
of private philanthropy. He believed "the effortsof the well-to-do to improve the generd condition of socia
life, especialy in its lower levels, ae to command the loyal aid of the noblest natures."" Paine gppearsto have
been a member of the "reformist gentry,” a group defined by socid historian Geoffrey Blodgett as having an
"urge to focus professiond intelligenceon gods of social order and cohesion."" At best enlightened, & worst <
paterndistic, this well-intentioned elite held in common "assumptions about the design of a good society, where
hierarchy, deference, and skilled leadership might impase tranquillity on a contentious, egalitarian people.""
Hoping to eradicatethe evils of urban America, the reformist gentry focused on unsanitary and densdy-occupied
housing of dum didtricts largely inhabited by unskilled immigrants. The poverty which spavned these dums
was attributed to low moras, human inefficiency and lack of thrift. Wary of disease, particularly the highly
communicable tuberculosis, and the potential for socia unrest, reformers believed that "a large number of home
owners was a safeguard againg violent movements of socia discontent."" Having identified home ownership

& the salvation for the urban poor, reformers encouraged the establishment of building and loan associetions,

championed the virtue of thrift, developed aduh education programs, and ultimatelyfinancedthe construction of
low-income housing.

'Purpose-built' dwellingsfor the working dasses, whether speculative or philanthropic, were a nineteenth-century
innovation.N' Boston's philanthropic housing era dates from 1846, "when a public meeting was held a the
Warren Strest Chapd in the South Cove, one of the poorest neighborhoods of Boston, to discuss housing
conditions in this and other crowded parts of the city."™ Led by Charles Eliot Norton, this movement

(continued)
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examined English forms of mode housing, particularly thosefinancedby the Society for Improving the
Condition of the Laboiu-ing Classes. In 1854, Norton and his assodiates founded the Model L odging House
Association; the following year they erected two five-story brick ssmctures, known as Osbom Place, in the South
Cove. Thes=multi-family stmctures held four small rental units per floor. Generating a 6% retum on
investment, the sucoess of these two stmctures spurred the 1870s constmction of four modd lodging housss in
the South End on Eagt Canton Stret.  1n 1871, Henry IngersolU Bowditch, a doctor and professor a Harvard
Medica School, became Boston's leading advocate for philanthropic housing, founding the Boston Cooperative
Building Company. During hisfravel sto England in 1868, Bowditch was impressed with the efforts of leading
housing reformers Sidney Waterlow and OctaviaHill. Hill had established a graduated housing sysem whereby
poor tenants were "rewarded for proper behavior by the opportunity to live in progressively larger and more
commodious dwellings."" Not content merely to provide housing for the poor, British reformers aso hoped to
influence behavior and moras. One historian described the English sysem as a " fraining school for the

inculcation of middle-class virtues among the lower, but aspiring orders"' This patemalism permeated nascent
reform effortsin the United States

Bowditch's initial foray into philanthropic housing involved the renovation of a downtown stmcture, the Lincoln
Building, into sixty gpartment units. The failure of this venture in 1874 was ussd by many reformersto
denigrate communa forms of housing, specifically gpartment buildings, tenements, and family hotels, in favor of
single-family resdences. The Directors of the Boston Cooperative Building Company concluded, "A building of
D great Size and congmcted as the Lincoln Building is, with pessages stairways, and water conveniences in
common was totally unfit for the proper lodging of those human beings who need the oversight of others to keep
them."~" Following an ill-fated experiment with single-family houses in suburban Dorchester, Bowditch
ultimately focused on the constmction of three-family row houses dong Massachusetts Avenue, in the South

End. Intended to be an intermediary step towards home ownership, these pleasant renta units proved to be 0
popular that tenants stayed for decades thus thwarting the reformers ultimate social goal.

According to his memoirs, Paines interest in "better homes for the masses of plain people’ dates from 1870.
With great zedl, he visited Boston tenements, noting the minimum sandards of light, air, and sanitation a
community would tolerate. Paines progressive program encouraged poor families "to move out of damp cdlars
into sunny rooms, move out of dans of dissaseinto hedthier quarters; move out of abodes of vice into purer
dreats, and finally to move from city to country."™ In 1882, Painewas named chairman of the Associated
Charities Committee on Dwellings of the Poor; the following year he met OctaviaHill during avisit to

England. Soon afterward Paine committed his own resourcestowards the constmction of row  housss for
"subgtantia workingmen."

Paine sdected the single-family brick row house as the basic form for his Lower Roxbury development. He
rgjected the multi-family lodging housg, citing concerns about contagious diseese and family privacy.
Philadelphia's housing reform activity substantialy influenced his gpproach towards housing the urban poor.

"Philadelphiaisjustly calledthe "City of Homes" Soreed out over an immense terrhory, h isfull of

small stredts, built solid with shug little inexpensive houses for workingmen. Rarely or dmost never do
you s atenement houss that worst curse of city life...""

(continued)
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Consagent with the home ownership ideal, Paine sold, not rented, these single-family row housesto the working
poor. Single family homes "promote(d) the independence of character and life, which lies a the root of thrift,
and they offer the sefest investment, easiest to understand, acquire, preserve and improve."N' Paine's row

houses sold for $2,500; afransactiontypically accomplished with a down payment of $1,000 and a mortgege of
$1,500 paydble in five yearsa 5%/ Pane later reminisced, "I have caussd some two hundred houses, largely
for sngle families, to be built and sold, greatly aided in all these enterprisesby the wise advice and the
indefatigable supervison of my friend, George W. Pope, who took the whole practical charge of constmction and
sade my share being chiefly that of working out plans for greater comfort and decency of the occupants'

A native of Kennebunkport, Maine, George W. Pope (1822-1896) began his architectural career as a mason.
Achieving prominence as an architect and builder following Boston's Great Fire of 1872, Pope erected
approximately fifty mercantile buildings as part of the commercia disfrict's reconstmction. In addition to his
work in Lower Roxbury, Pope collaborated with Paine on philanthropic housing projects in JamaicaPlain ad
Dorchester. He sarved as presdent of the Tmatees of Boston City Hospital for thirteen yearsand a the time of
his degth was vice presdent of the Workingmen's Building Association and president of the Penny Savings
Bank. Surviving Boston examples of Pope's design include the row of browngtone row housss a 144-148
Commonwedth Avenue (1876-80); and mercantile buildings a 26-32 Lincoln Street (1885); 115-119 Peari Stret
(1885); and 11-17 Eadt Sfreet (1892).

Lessar-known architects represented in the Frederick Douglass Disfrict include: Benjamin J. Connolly, E. R.
n Femold, Antoine Xavier, Thomas R. White, and Henry P. Hall. Acting as both architect and builder, Benjamin ,
J. Connally erected the row housss a 102-108 Hammond Street and 1-9 Warwick Street. Connolly'sthree-  *
' family brick dwellings are well-represented in both Dorchester and Roxbury. The career of E. R. Femold,
architect and builder of 2-8 Greenwich Street, dso focused on the constmction of brick row housesin Roxbury.
Antoine Xavier, designer of the large family hotel a the comer of 60 Hammond and 11 Westminster Street,
was a successful contractor, erecting masonry row houses in the Chester Park section of the South End, on
Newbury Sfreet, and in the Saint Botolph disfrict. Thomas R. White, architect of 64 Hammond Strest, is
credited with the design and development of many brick apartment buildings in the Fenway. Henry P. Hall, /
designer of the omate, comer gpartment building & 60 Hammond and 12 Westminster Street, practiced
architecture in Bogton from 1865 to 1905. Active in the reconstmction of Boston's commercia district
following the 1872 fu-e none of his mercantile buildings survive.

Paines goa of home ownership for substantid workingmen was achieved, abeit briefly. A review of late-19th
century alasesand city directories reveds a district of owner-occupied row housss populated predominantly by
Irish-American families, with French Canadian and German families represented to a lesser extent. A sampling
from the 1895 Boston City Directory indicates the district's adult maes were employed as hairdressers, waiters,
aurgicd instrament makers, clerks, laborers, piano makers, grocers, tailors, janitors, and book keepers.

The 1910 Federd Censusrecords a dramatic shift in Lower Roxbury's demographics, a change attributed to the
wide-scae migration of southem Black familiesto northem urban centers. The failure of the cotton crop due to
boll weevil infestation destroyed the livelihood of many southem sharecroppersand others dependent on the
cotton textile mdustry. Populated by transplanted natives of Georgia, Virginia, and the Carolinas, thisdisfrict

(continued)
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logt its distinction as a predominantly owner-occupied neighborhood during the first decade of this century.
Employment opportunities for trangplanted southerners gppear to have been limited to such servicerdated
positions as porters, butlers, waiters, gewards, and barbers for men, and ladies maids, domestics and laundresses
for women. A loca resident reminisced about the employment opportunities available to Boston's Blacks during
the first half of the 20th century.

"Black men either remained in ditches on constmction jobs, or fried to become waiters, etc. A good number
of Blacksworked for the railroad, as did my father, mainly as porters or waiters on the frains. The porters,
waiters, and other workers established the Pulhnan Porter's Union, a large union having an officeon
Yarmouth Streat (South End neer Lower Roxbury) for many years, and which was all Black. It was the
only union Boston Blacks belonged to until recent times.""

This areds second wave of Black settlement is associated with World War |1 when,

"skilled and unskilled laborers came from all parts of the country to New England to work in indusfrial
plants, amy podts, armories, and shipyards. Black soldiers and sdilors in all branches of the service came to
Boston during the war years, and a grest many decided to remain once the hostilitieswere over. Asa

consequence, Boston's black population nearly doubled in only a decede, rising from some 23,000 in 1940 to
over 40,000 in 1950.""

In addition to native-bom African Americans, Lower Roxbury also attracted immigrants from Jamaica and the
Bahamas, as oneresident noted, "A lot of families who lived there had at least one West Indian parent,
sometimes two."" Today, this neighborhood remains a predominantly African-American community. Fromits

1 private, charity-based origins, to the public housing projects of the 1970swhich encircle it today, theFrederick
Douglass Sguare District provides an interesting confrast in the changing attitudes towards and thearchitectural
solutions for housing the urban poor.

Archaeological Significance

In order to determine she specificinformation for the Frederick Douglass Square Historic Disfrict a geotechnical
gdudy of the areawould be needed. Thiswould aid in the Pdeoenvironmental reconstmction of the areabefore
and during the searlevd rise. Any surviving prehistoric Stes located in the Boston areawould be significant to

v the archaeologicd record. Due to the devdlopment and urbanization of Boston, many prehistoric sites havebeen
destroyed. Most of the identified prehistoric Stes in Boston are located on the idands in the harbor, and any

1 prehistoric survivas located in Boston.Proper or on the mainland could contribute valuable datato the
archaeologica record. Site 19-SU-77 addressed severd research questions conceming prehistoric settlement in
the southwest Boston basin, Middle/Late Archaic resource use, and prehistoric ste survival.  Other important
research questions in New England concem coastd adaptations, and the subsstence and settlement of indigenous
populations on the congtantly changing shordline. The location of any prehistoric survivals m the Frederick
Douglass Square Historic District would be highly significant.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Y \Y

Verbal Boundary Dexription

The Fredaick Douglass Higtoric Didfrict is an isolated brick row house nudeus, partidly encirded by low-rise
public houdng units which, intum, are bounded by three mgor aurface arteries Tremont Sreet to the north,
Mdnea Cass Boulevard to the west, and Srewmut Avenue to the south. The boundaries of the didfrict ere
described below.

Beginning & the southesstam comer of the lot a 36 Hammond Stret procssd northwest gpproximatdy 700 feet
dong thefront property lines of the latsfrom 36 - 108 Hammond Sfregt to the northeastem comer of the ladt.
Then proossd dong the northem bound of 108 Hammond Sredt to its norttwestern comer. Then proced
goproximatdy 75 fet dong the rear proparty lines of the lats at 108 - 102 Hammond Sfrestad 1 and 3
Wawick Sreet to the north eest comer of thelagt. Then proceed north west gpproximatdy 75 fet dong the
esgtem property Ime of the lot a 994 Cabat Sfreet; then proosed diagondly acrass Cabat Sfret to the south est
comer of the lot a 1002 Tremont Sfreet. Then proceed dong the eastam bound, front property line, and wetem
bound of the lot & 1002 Tremont Sfreet. Then proosed in a south eat direction aoross Cabat Strest to the north
west comer of the ot a 998 Cabat Strest; proosed gpproximatdy 75 feet dong the westem property line of
same Then proossd south west gpproximatdy 100 feet dong the rear property lines of the lots at 9 - 23
Wawick Sreet to the north west comer of the last. Then proosad gpproximatdy 75 feat dong the wetem
%  propaty line of 23 Wawick Srest. Then aoss Wawick Sfregt and proceaed in a south west direction

o\- goproximatdy 350 feet dong the eestem curb of Warwick Sfregt to the comer of Windsor Sfrest. Then procesd
south esdt goproximatdy 125 feet dong the front property lines of the lots from 85 - 71 Windsor Stredt to the
south est comer of the last. Then procead dong the eestam bound of 71 Wimdsor Street gpproximatdy 75 feet
to the lot's north east comer.  Then procead in asouth eedt direction goproximatdy 100 feet dong the terminus -
of Greawich Court and dong the southem bound of 29 Greenwich Court to its south eestam comer. Then
prooeed north eadt goproximatdy 150 feat dong the esstam bound of the lot & 13 Greerwich Strest and aoss
Gregrwich Sfreet. Then procead goproximatdy 100 feet in a south eadt direction dong the front proparty lines >
of the lotsa 12-2 Greawich Street to the south esdt comer of the lagt. Then aoss Wedminder Sfreet ad
proceed in a south eet direction goproximetdy 80 feat dong the rear property lines of the lots &t 46-36
Hammond Stredt to the south west comer of the last. Then procead goproximatdy 50 feet dong the south
esgtem bound of 36 Hammond Sredt to the point of origin.

Boundary Judiflcation

The Frederick Douglass Higtoric Didfrict is ahomogeneous digtrict of late-19th century brick row houses ad
goatmat buildings The boundaieswere dravn to indude al surviving 19th-oentury buildings erected on land
platted by the Tremont Improvement Compary in 1866, The digtrict exdudes post-1945 resources, specificaly
the low-rise public housing projects on Hammond and Wawick Sfregts, the cfrca1955 community center & 0
Wawick Street, and the drca1970 church & 53 Windsor Srest.

(end) 4
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