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1. Name
historic St. Mary's Church and Cemetery

and/or common same
2. Location

street & numt>er  5sg Concord St., Newton Lower Falls not for publication

city, town Newton vicinity of congressional district 4th

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public 2L occupied agriculture museum

A bullding(s) -2L_ private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment x religious
object In process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered X yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name The Episcopal Society of St. Mary's

dret & number 258 Concord St., Newton Lower Falls

city, town Newton vicinity of state MBSSachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

couthouse, regidry of deeds eic. South Middlesex Courhouse
dregt & numbe 40 Thomdike St.
city, town East Cambridge date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory- of the Historic Assets
""a of the QmnmnnwRal th #1.M has this property been determined eleglble? yes o

dete 1974 federal x state courty local
depogtary for avey records  Massachusetts Historical Commisson

city, t* Boston state Mass.



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent . deteriorated unaltered jc  original site
good ruins altered mnvpH riatP
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Mary's Church and Cenetery are |ocatedi nNewon Lower Falls, at the northeast conmer
of Concord and Washington Streets. Inaddition tothe Church and Cenetery, the property
included i nthis nomnation contains a Parish House (1941) and Rectory (1946) both of

whi ch have been desi ?ned t 0 harmoni ze with the church, although neither contributes tothe
property's historical significance.

St. Mary's Church i s arectangul ar Pl an structure which rests onabrick foundation, i s
covered with clapboards, andi s enclosed by a pitchedroof, nowcovered with asphalt.
The building istrinmed with plain comer boards and aw de frieze and com ce vdiich
extend around the entire building. Thechurch's facade faces Concord Street (west? and
has a projecting central pavilion surnounted by a square plan tower. The facade of the
pavilion 1 s covered with natched boarding andi s s?;rm’etri cal ly arranged, havi n% two i den-
tical entries flanking ahigh central wndow Each entry consistsof a-door of Si X
sunken panel s, and (s)oi ntedarch tr*som set inasurround which is-trinmed by pilasters
with trefoil-headed panels, stgjporting an ogee pointed arch with elongated trefoil
panel s; at the point of each arch and above each pilaster are engaged Tinials. Centered

ff on the facade and breaking the conm cewhich forns the pavilion's pedinent i s an arched
w ndow nade up of paired 12/12 sash surnounted by two Interlaced [ights. This w ndow
Is surrounded by anogee frame with raised panels and anengaged finial. Sidewalls of
the pavilion (north and south) each contain a single, narrowarched w ndow Fl anking
the pavilion, the west elevation of the church's main body contains a single arched
w ndow (28/ 28 sash? on each side of the pavilion. Rising fromthe pavilion isthe
tower, each face of which contains a | ouvredoculus. Thetower rises to a landing which
i's enclosed by awooden railing set into wooden conmer posts with umfinials. Rising
fromthe landing i s a square-plan bel| tower each face of which contains an arched
oPem ng, blocked by louvres. Doric pilasters support anentablaturedecorated by tri-
glyphs and mutules, ,, TTe .bell toureri and railing were designed and re*built in 1954,

The church's north elevation contains five arched w ndows”(28/ 28sash) eachwith a sem-
circular transom and |ouvred blinds. These w ndows are evenly spaced. The church's
south elevation i s essentially identical tothat of the north-.elevatiien, except that

the parishhouse i s attached toits east end. The church's east (rear) elevationis
asymmetrically arranged and contains el enents fromseveral additionscarried out between
1892 and 1941 to enlarge the sacristy and chancel.

The Parish House i s attached to the Church's southeast coner andi s nade up of three
sections, all of which rest onconcrete foundations and are enclosed by pitched roof.

The longest isthe central section, aone-story structure with a symmetrical facade (west)
containing five 16/16 w ndows with louvredblinds. This central sectioncontains the
parish hall andis flanked by two snaller wings with |ower roofs. The northwng vhich
connects the ParishHall to the church has a shallow off-center pavilion" containi nP
paired doors with asem-circular fanlight and two 4/ 4 windows. North of this shallow
pavilion isonel212 wndow south of it are two 12/12 w ndows, all with |ouvred blinds.
The south wing has a pedi nented facade containingdouble doors surnounted by a fanlight
and flanked by two 4/4 w ndows.

St. Mary's Cenetery i s |ocatednortheast of the Church. Theearliest headstones i nthe
cenetery date from1813. I n 1845 the cemetery was laid out inits present plan of paths
and plots. As the northeast comer of the cenet erK I s aone-story, clapboard-covered shed,
bel i eved to have been built by John Pulcifer for the storage of a hearse i n 1838.
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St. Mary's Church and Cenetary
The Rectory was built 1 n1946, at the south end of thelarge | ot and at right
angles tothe parish house, creating an open quadrangle. | ti sdesignedi n

a neo-garrison style, sheathed with clapboards and enclosed by a hipped roof.
It has a five bay facade with double hung shuttered wi ndows at the second

story and groups of three casenent windows on either side of the center
entry at thefirst story.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecturereligion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 J L .architecture n education military social/
1700-1799 art ftitAM'-ii r jpTFU'AFf'S music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce Vvi-Uii-' ;exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications Industry politics/government transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates j-AjATANNA] Annnt Builder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

St. Mary's Church possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and
historical associations to the early industrial development of Newton Lwer Falls. It
is the oldest extant church building in Newton and architecturally is an interesting
example of a Federal church remodeled with Gothic detail.

Occupying its original lot, adjacent to the congregation's burial ground, St.
Mary's was originally built as a Federalist style church in 1813-1814. Elements of
the original design which remain are the building's plan, arched windows, lancet
windcws, sunken panel doors and oculi. in 1838, the building was extensively remodelled
in Gothic taste. At this time, the church's east end was extended 16', Gothic door
and window trim was added to the facade and the central pavilion may have been re-covered
with matched boarding, flt the same time, the bell tower was rebuilt with Gothic trim

and a gallery was constructed on the church's interior, in 1892, the chancel and
sacristy (east elevation) were enlarged and in 1941 they were connected to the new
Parish Hall, in 1954, the Gothic bell tower was rebuilt to a new-Federalist plan which

was intended to approximate the original tower. At present, the building's exterior
retains important elements of its original Federalist and later Gothic Revival style
designs.

The first Episcopalian Church to be organized west of Boston after the Revolutionary
War, St. Mary's began as a mission chvirch which received heavy support from Samud
Brown, Esg. Brown, a wealthy Boston merchant, founded one of sexreral early paper mills
in Newton Lower Falls, in an apparent effort to invest money which could no longer be
invested in trade due to the Embargo Act and Wa of 1812 which cut off overseas trade.
In 1813, Brown piirchased the site of St. Mary's and its cemetary, which was located near
his mill in the same year. Brown donated both the land and money to build the church.
In addition to Brown, mawy of the church's early members were associated with Newton
Lower Falls' eight pre-1815 paper mills. Among the more prominent members of the con-
gregationwere Solomon Curtis and four of his nine sons, all of whom were paper manu-
facturers.
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10. Geographical Data 1MW NOI' VERnR*
Acreage of nominated property 2 acres
Quadrangle name Natxck m m M]- \E@adrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Please refer to the attached assessor's map. The boundary is deliniated in red.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

_ El sie M Husher o
name/title  Brjan Pfeiffer, Cnnsnltant with Newt on Hi storical Conmi ssion

organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae Novanbe 1979

street & number 294 Washington St. telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston, state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature”j*XcLoOi" AAINA-NNNNCA.. AJANA
tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson jjae

; For HCRS use only
| herelby certiffy that thiss propatyy is imdiuded inthe National Register

date

y'r  Keeper ofyltie National Register

Attest: date "It

CiiM u>tTBglotrtttion

GPO 938 835
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HERNAGE CONGERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
TELEPHONE REPORT

1. CALL [3 TO: [n FROM (MmmM)

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

4, DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

NAMBAr PERSON PLACINC/REC EIVINO CALL

1 riYjd-\ kAkyhh

TITLE

2.

ADDRESS

(T»t.

ffo.

if

TIME OF CALL

naedmd)

OFFICE

AM
PM



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSACHBETTS
Date Entered fAn 6 M)
Nane Location
Garrison, WlliamLloyd, School Bost on
Suffol k County
St. llary's Church and Cemeery Newt on

M ddl esex County

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e John J. Makl ey l4rs. Patricia L. Weslovskl
Honor abl e Robert F. Drlnan Executive Director, Massachusetts

Hi storical Comm ssion
294 \Washi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 22/ 80
For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401,



