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Town Val t ham Massachusetts
176 Main Street
Address

Historic Name Robert M. Stark

House
Use Present private residence
Original private residence
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1890
deed research
Source
Style Quean Anne

Architect Georee E. Strout

Exterior Wall Fabric

"A"P"A"AMA

Outbuildings garage- NC

Major Alterations (with dates)

ca. 1950's replacement porch

Condition good

Moved no Date -~ n/a

Acreage QSH 4+ 10350 sg. ft. LZ-

Setting Prominently sited on ample

corner lot, serves as "gate way"
house to late 19th/early 20th c.
residential area

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization V/dtham Hist. Coom

Date J''At 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Robert M Stark House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, feeling andassociations. | tisasignificant representative of Main Street's de-
vel opnent (at t heeastern andwestern ends) as a fashionable residential area i nthe second
half of the 19thcentury. [Itsgreatest significance however, lies i nthequality of its

Queen Anne style design, andthefact that i ti stheonly one of several similiar dwellings

to be docunented as a work of local architect George E Strout. The Stark House neets
criteria AandC of t heNational Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural

features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within t hecommunity.
#176 Mai n Street i s an outi”~tandi ng exanpl eof Queen Anne donestic

architecture. This house, with theexception of itsporches, is essentially
intact, retainingits cl apboards, patterned shingles, andaboveall, its
distinctive form Particularly noteworthy isitscorner, conically-capped
tower, which i s sheathed with sawt oot hshingl es andexhibits well-carved friezes
conposed of rosettesand curvingleaf forns. Thetower'sthird!| evel features a
| oggi awi th turned posts andarches. Theconical roof retainsitsshingles and
copper finial. Oval wi ndows onthe east side, adjacent tothe tower, are set
withinraised"picture-frane-like " enfranenents. Theeast wall also exhibits
an octaoonal bay onthe first fl oor, whichis surnmounted by a braciceted
overhanoino oriel. Theoriel i ssurnmounted by a pedinmented attic. A simlarly
render edpedi nented attic appearsonthe Main Street facade. The central
portionof this houseis enclosedby a hip-roof. .o MV

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain t herole owners played m local or state

history and how t hebuilding relates t ot hedevelopment of t hecommunity.

#176 Main Street provides a glinpse of thehome of awell-to-do, late 19th
century Waltham |a*yer. |t was designed by Waltham based architect, George E
Strout, ca. 1890. M. Strout was active i nVWaltham building trades from c- late
1890's thru 1910's. George Bacon notes i nRepresentative Businessmen of V.altham
that "Georoe E Strout i snot only anarchitect, but i sknovmalso a carpenter,
contractor®°and jobber, he hashadlong andvaried practical experience , he was
not only engaged i ntheerection of newbuil dings, but was also involved m
“repairing, refitting or remodeling of ol dones". #176 Main Street i stheonly
house i nWaltham that has been linked directly toStrout - surely, others exist
in thecity, andprobably include 149-149 Weston Street and 428 Lexington
Street, aswill as Queen Anne houses on Crescent Street, South Side, \Waltham

In 1875, #176 Main Street's | ot was part of a 31 parcel subdivision_along
Lafayette and Wllow Streets, owed by J. Rutter, Q Farnsworth, and J.S.
Williams. By 1S86, this | ot was part of Francis Butterick's real estate enpire.
Butterick hadpurchased this [ot from John S Wlliams onApril 1, 1884
(Mddlesex 1661:405). He sold i ttoCyrus L. andEliza Carter on August 9, 1889

(cont)
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Maps/ Atl ases -1854, 1874, 1881, 1893, 1886, 1898, 1390
Wal tham Directories. 1800's - 1910's

Bacon, Ceorge, Representative Businessnen of W althant, 1893, p. 65 8/ 85
M ddl esex Deeds - 1924:437, 1996: 121

Val tham Public Library files, "Valthara Souvenir", 1905, p.43



VWALTHAM M\ MKA
Attorney and Counsellor Robert M Stark House
KOO.N Ky o lds HLA Bl K Tia o MAL TUA.N.
-VOTAKI" rUiSLIC. JUSTICE OF TUB TEACK

HSTCRCAL SG.'IHCANCE 176 Main Street, continued

on that same day the Carters sold i ttoWlliamH and Anne E Johnson.
Johnson's, i nturn, sold i ttoRobert M Stark, on August 30, 1890. Mbst
Stark built the house after acquiring the property from the Johnsons. He
listed at this address in early 1890's directories. Robert M Stark was
evidently a successful attorney - judging by the substantial size and rich
surface treatments of this house. Hi sl awoffice vias located in the Central
Block, Main Street, VValthara. M. Stark owned this hone until at leastthe
1910’ s.

Robert M Stark began a | awpractice in Valthamin 1879. He was borni n

Wl t ham on June 13, 1855. He was educated in the public schools and the Chauncy

Hal | School of Boston. He graduated from the lav/ department of Boston
University in 1878. He gained experience inthe | awoffice of ex-attorney
Ceneral Charles R Train. M. Stark was elected City Solicitor in 1903.

served on the school board for one year and was the License Conm ssioner fortwo
years. He vias a nenber of the Masons and El ks, |t was noted in the \VJaltham
Souvenir of 1905that "M. Stark i s one of the |argest individual taxpayersi n
the city and resides in an elegant residence on |ower Miin Street" (meaning 176

Main Street)!
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One of tlif most jn uiui iR-nt cap_i_ta!_ists in this_ C(_)iuitrv—a man wIio_has [>0-ii vciy .-xim_siVL'I_y t-n-
" o) fi:U -iw _f.n-__||.a||v V.-ars—is |.-port_td_ to have sai<l dnnn- a n-ecnt |ut_erV|_e\v :
" \WTidl buil'.Im:. .\.)ur |.Ia|_|s_drawn in. In- one wlio is not only thr to make ].retty aiavnil's
v las hi'il si>|i’i’i-’ irnt 1 ex..erieiK-e in ran‘vm—th_em_ out. an_d if |M.>>|I.I.-..l have tn.- i.iakin-of
: iio- I'v out- > o knows how to <luthe I.nil.iin-. for in that esselii.- ar.nn.-et ean m no
l<':iV IK- <icci-ni-i hy | 1 **M-r eIt is not onlv i.ossible |.ui easy for n-si-K-nis of aliham anU
vidiaity to liciv.- I\iihiin.u' I'l.ms ma_de bv one Who_ is tliorou-hly eonversant with the nr.mner _t_hey
should Ix- i (Mil n G-0i".- ] St_rout_ is not o_r_1|v an :,n_—hlt-(—t. hut_ aso as a earpeiiter,
------ ' hasha.l lun- ami v:iri.-d praeiieal rxp.-ri.-nee. hMiee w,- n-e.l hanlly o
sy that liei> Ji:t'p:ii" it " .'ive valuable information to those who may .-onsuit him ,n n-lerence to
'he plans for tin- "siccii'i;; C.Tnewlmiiai:.-or.h." lepairii,-. reiittin- or remod-iin® of old ones,
lit* dOicf is ill the r.:iiik r.iithlini;, ruoii: HI-
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