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Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Address 
176 Main Street 

H i s t o r i c Name 
Robert M. Stark 

House 

Use P r e s e n t 

O r i g i n a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date _ _ _ _ _ 

private residence 

private residence 

ca. 1890 

Source 

S t y l e 

deed research 

Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t 
Georee E. Strout 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c "^"P"'̂ "^^^^ 

O u t b u i l d i n g s garage- NC 

M a j o r A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) . 

ca. 1950's replacement porch 

C o n d i t i o n 
good 

UTM REFERENCE I ^ l ^ l l .^50 j ^ L ^ ' ^ l O n 

USGS QUADRANGLE / FV/DIATOM 

SCALE /-'zs, nop 

Moved no Date ~ n/a 

Acreage 

S e t t i n g 

Q.S^H 4 • 10,350 sg. f t . LZ-

Prominently s i ted on ample 

corner l o t , serves as "gate way" 

house to la te 19th/early 20th c. 

r e s iden t i a l area 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

Date J""^' 1986 

V/altham Hi s t . Comm. 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Robert M. Stark House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, work­
manship, feeling and associations. I t i s a si g n i f i c a n t representative of Main Street's de­
velopment (at the eastern and western ends) as a fashionable r e s i d e n t i a l area i n the second 
half of the 19th century. I t s greatest significance however, l i e s i n the quality of i t s 
Queen Anne style design, and the fact that i t i s the only one of several s i m i l i a r dwellings 
to be documented as a work of local architect George E. Strout. The Stark House meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eval u a t e i n terms of o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n t h e community. 

#176 Main Street is an outi^tanding example of Queen Anne domestic 
architecture. This house, with the exception of its porches, is essentially 
intact, retaining its clapboards, patterned shingles, and above all, its 
distinctive form. Particularly noteworthy is its corner, conically-capped 
tower, which is sheathed with sawtooth shingles and exhibits well-carved friezes 
composed of rosettes and curving leaf forms. The tower's third level features a 
loggia with turned posts and arches. The conical roof retains its shingles and 
copper finial. Oval windows on the east side, adjacent to the tower, are set 
within raised "picture-frame-like " enframements. The east wall also exhibits 
an octaoonal bay on the first floor, which is surmounted by a braciceted 
overhanoino oriel. The oriel is surmounted by a pedimented attic. A similarly 
rendered pedimented attic appears on the Main Street facade. The central 
portion of this house is enclosed by a hip-roof. . . ^^^^ 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played m l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

#176 Main Street provides a glimpse of the home of a well-to-do, l a t e 19th 
century Waltham la^^yer. I t was designed by Waltham-based arch i t e c t , George E. 
Strout, ca. 1890. Mr. Strout was active i n Waltham building trades from c- late 
1890's thru 1910's. George Bacon notes i n Representative Businessmen of V.altham 
that "Georoe E. Strout i s not only an architect, but i s knovm also a carpenter, 
contractor°and jobber, he has had long and varied p r a c t i c a l experience , he was 
not only engaged i n the erection of new buildings, but was also involved m 
"repairing, r e f i t t i n g or remodeling of old ones". #176 Main Street i s the only 
house i n Waltham that has been linked d i r e c t l y to Strout - surely, others exist 
i n the c i t y , and probably include 149-149 Weston Street and 428 Lexington 
Street, as w i l l as Queen Anne houses on Crescent Street, South Side, Waltham. 

In 1875, #176 Main Street's l o t was part of a 31 parcel subdivision_along 
Lafayette and Willow Streets, owned by J. Rutter, Q. Farnsworth, and J.S. 
Williams. By 1S86, t h i s l o t was part of Francis Butterick's real estate empire. 
Butterick had purchased t h i s l o t from John S. Williams on A p r i l 1, 1884 
(Middlesex 1661:405). He sold i t to Cyrus L. and Eliza Carter on August 9, 1889 
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(cont) 
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Middlesex Deeds - 1924:437, 1996:121 
Waltham Public Library f i l e s , "V/althara Souvenir", 1905, p.43 



Attorney and Counsellor 
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JUSTICE OF TUB TEACK 

WALTHAM, MA MKA 
Robert M. Stark House 

HISTORICAL SIG'.'IFICANCE. 176 Main Street, continued 

- on that same day the Carters sold i t to William H. and Anne E. Johnson. The 
Johnson's, i n turn, sold i t to Robert M. Stark, on August 30, 1890. Most l i k e l y 
Stark b u i l t the house a f t e r acquiring the property from the Johnsons. He i s 
l i s t e d at t h i s address i n early 1890's di r e c t o r i e s . Robert M. Stark was 
evidently a successful attorney - judging by the substantial size and r i c h 
surface treatments of t h i s house. His law o f f i c e v/as located i n the Central 
Block, Main Street, V^althara. Mr. Stark owned t h i s home u n t i l at least the 
1910's. 

Robert M. Stark began a law practice i n V/altham i n 1879. He was born i n 
Waltham on June 13, 1855. He was educated i n the public schools and the Chauncy 
Hall School of Boston. He graduated from the lav/ department of Boston 
University i n 1878. He gained experience i n the law o f f i c e of ex-attorney 
General Charles R. Train. Mr. Stark was elected City S o l i c i t o r i n 1903. He 
served on the school board f o r one year and was the License Commissioner for two 
years. He v/as a member of the Masons and Elks, I t was noted i n the VJaltham 
Souvenir of 1905 that "Mr. Stark i s one of the largest individual taxpayers in 
the c i t y and resides i n an elegant residence on lower Main Street" (meaning 176 
Main Street)! 

See forms # 
41, 32, 121, 
150, 173 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


