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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Old Farm School is the oldest remaining public buildinp; in "the town of 
Bloomfield. Tt was one of seven district schools voted to be built in 
179? and is the only one still standinr. The first teacher was Hannah 
hatj.ner, daughter o^ Captain Oeorpe Latimer. Records reveal that anonn- 
later teachers were Joseph L. harbour, a lawyer, and Snith v». Tolles, a 
".'ethodist minister. Amon^ students at the Old '^arm c chool was Mrs. 
Virginia Thrall Smith, a noted humanitarian in the Hartford area, who, 
in addition to workin- for the City Missilon of TT artford and the Children's 
Ai^ Society, was instrumental in the foundin^ of the hewineton Children's 
T-:ospital. .inchell Smith, (1879-1933), critic and Dlayv^rirtit, was her son,

The old school was leased from f he to'.vn ""or y) years by the Ame'ri.can 
herion in 1931 3 bub they ^re now nearly inactive and ceased to occupy 
the buildin"" in 1971. 'lans are nov; in the offin? for a restoration 
o" :;he school by the hintonbury historical. Society. The interior is 
said to be in very -ood condition with the second floor in nearly its 
original state. On the seco id floor the "Mstor:cai Society has discovered 
all but two of trie old desks the missing ones p,r*c noiv o r-ncjd by one of 
thr rne^b^rs o° tho r >ciety who has promised, to return them when they are 
needed. It was the Historical Society v-rho boarded the vhndo s last 
November (l h7l) when they were broken and allowlnp: t'~e elements to do 
dr.rnare. Tlie town is in favor of the plans for restoration nnd eventual 
use as a museum and it is hoped that the historical Society will soon 
have a lonr term "Lease on the Old "arm School 7Toiise, allowing it once 
apain to be used.
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