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Main and Bryant S t r e e t s . In 1944 the church was modified i n a 
Tudor Revival s t y l e and the o r i g i n a l clapboarding was covered w i t h 
stucco. 

The b u i l d i n g which i s c u r r e n t l y Wakefield's Town Hal l (S3?Z.) at 
1 Lafayette Street was constructed c. 1871 as a high school design­
ed i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e by a r c h i t e c t John Stevens. When the 
high school was converted i n t o the Town H a l l i n 1938 seme of i t s 
I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l s were r e t a i n e d . However, major a l t e r a t i o n s to 
the b u i l d i n g included adding a b r i c k veneer, removing i t s high 
s t y l e tower, and re p l a c i n g i t s mansard roof wi t h a new gable r o o f . 

Several of Wakefield's p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and i n s t i t u t i o n s located at 
the southern end of the town common were designed i n n e o - h i s t o r i c a l 
s t y l e s . The Wakefield Y.M.C.A. i^305) at 317 Main Street was b u i l t 
c. 1908 i n the Neo-Colonial s t y l e as a 2 1/2 s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
w i t h a truncated h i p roof w i t h a row of f i v e hipped dormers and 
wit h d e t a i l work which r e f e r r e d to p r e - c o l o n i a l s t y l e s . Two ad­
jacent b u i l d i n g s , the Lucius Beebe L i b r a r y (c. 1922, S2'?8) on Main 
Street and the Post O f f i c e (c. 1936, ^ Z^'i) a t 321 Main Street were 
designed i n the Neo-Renaissance s t y l e . The l i b r a r y , designed by 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m Cram and Ferguson, i s a b r i c k and cast stone 
b u i l d i n g seven bays wide w i t h two end p a v i l l i o n s framing a f i v e bay 
center s e c t i o n . The Post O f f i c e , designed by Louis A. Simon, was 
designed to harmonize w i t h the neighboring l i b r a r y . Also con­
s t r u c t e d of b r i c k and cast stone, the s t r u c t u r e i s f i v e bays wide 
w i t h f u l l l i e i g h t windows separated by d o r i c p i l a s t e r s which r i s e to 
an entablature topped by a parapet w a l l . The Cry s t a l Apartments 
(S 1"̂  ) , also located at the southern end of the common at 294-298 
Main S t r e e t , were designed i n the neo-Federal s t y l e i n 1924. 

Among the c o n t r i b u t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s which border the Com­
mon i n the Common D i s t r i c t , there are several notable exam.ples of 
the Federal s t y l e and I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . Two of Wakefield's few 
Federal b r i c k houses are located at 252 Main Street ( b u i l t c. 1818, 
» 12. ) and 316 Main Street ( b u i l t c. 1822, S \4' ) each w i t h 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s , f i v e bays, a gable r o o f , and a c e n t r a l entrance. Benjamin 
S. Wiley, a successful shoemaker i n Wakefield, l i v e d at 316 Main 
S t r e e t . A clapboard l a t e Federal house stands at 1 Common Street 
( b u i l t c. 1812-20, #355) next to an I t a l i a n a t e L- shaped residence 
at 3 Common Street ( b u i l t c. 1855, #35-^). The remainder of con­
t r i b u t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s i n the Common D i s t r i c t are located 
on the east side of the comjnon along Main Street and include exam­
ples of mid- to l a t e nineteenth century a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s , 
predominantly Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e . 

W ithin the d i s t r i c t there are also several notable monuments l o ­
cated i n the Tov;n Commcn. The northern section of the Common, be­
tween Church Street and the edge of lake, was graded and estab­
l i s h e d as a park i n 1884-85. An ornate bandstand (#373), con­
s t r u c t e d of wood and dressed i n f i e l d s t o n e , was constructed i n the 
park area i n 1884-85 as par t of a town b e a u t i f i c a t i o n movement. 
The Rockery (# ), designed by Ernest Bo->v'ditch i n 188 4-85, i s a 
semi-cicular f i e l d s t o n e w a l l which enclses a terrace and a Spanish 
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American War Monument (added in 1926, # ). An Hi s t o r i c a l Marker 
(#33<?) was erected in 1888, near the Rockery to commemorate the 
evolution of Wakefield. A C i v i l War Monument (#377) was erected on 
the Common in 19C2, a World War I Memorial (#'3>75) in 1920, a World 
War I I Memorial (1*-MA ) in 1945, and a Korean and Vietnam War 
Memorial (<<• A/A ) more recently. 

The Old Burial Ground {If 37̂ ') located next to the F i r s t Parish 
Church on Church Street is also included in the Common D i s t r i c t . 
The Burial Ground, dating back to 1688-89, was the chief b u r i a l 
ground for the town for 150 years and the majority of stones date 
from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Intrusions in the Common D i s t r i c t are minimal; they are four more 
recent residendial structures locatedat 1 Salem Street, 306 and 310 
Main Street, and 5 Common Street. 



o 1989 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Common D i s t r i c t has functioned as the town center f o r the town 
of Wakefield since the seventeenth century, when the town was 
c a l l e d Old Reading. The common area and i t s surrounding b u i l d i n g s 
document the e a r l y settlement of the town of Wakefield and the 
town's eventual development during the eighteenth, nineteenth and 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . 

In the seventeenth century, Wakefield was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the 
old town of Reading. Old Reading was established i n 1644 as a 
r e s u l t of land grants i n 1638 and 1639, and covered much of the 
same area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading. 
In 1818, the southern s e c t i o n of the old town of Reading, now 
c a l l e d Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate twon 
c a l l e d South Reading. I n 1868 South Reading changed i t s name to 
Wakefield. 

The o r i g i n a l seventeenth century town center of Old Reading devel­
oped at the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which i s now the l o c a t i o n of 
the town center of VJakefield. The lakeshore area, which was 
cleared by the nati v e Americans, was the f i r s t area s e t t l e d i n 1539 
by the Puritans who were granted land i n Reading. The s e t t l e r s put 
aside a common land t h a t was excluded from the 1647 d i v i s i o n of 
land, and which s t i l l forms the focus of the d i s t r i c t . The common 
land extended south from the shore of Lake Quannapowitt t o the 
present i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main and Albion Streets. I n 1741 the 
townspeople voted to p r o t e c t the common and f i x e d i t s l i m i t s . 

During the l a s t quarter of the eighteenth century, as farmland sur­
rounding the common continued to be s u b d i v i d e d , r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
began to grow along i t s perimeters. By 1812 there were t h i r t e e n 
b u i l d i n g s on the Common i n c l u d i n g c i v i c b u i l d i n g s such as the 
Centre School, a wooden engine house, and the town pound on Main 
S t r e e t ; r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s such as the parsonage and the F i r s t 
Parish Church; and the beginnings of Wakefield's i n d u s t r y , such as 
the t i n shop to the west and the blacksmith to the easst of the 
common. 

The town common area continued to grow i n r e l i g i o u s importance when 
the B a p t i s t meeting house was moved up Main Street from Salem 
Street i n 1820. I t burned and i n 1835 a second B a p t i s t meeting 
house was b u i l t on the s i t e where the Cry s t a l Apartments stand 
today. The F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church, which s t i l l stands today, 
was b u i l t on Main Street i n 1839. A new Greek r e v i v a l town house 
was also completed at t h i s time, i n 1834, on the corner of Lake Av­
enue and Church S t r e e t . I n 1834, the town cemetery was moved from 
the common t o the north side of Church Street. During the l a t t e r 
nineteenth century, three churches were b u i l t along the border of 
the common which remain today i n c l u d i n g the F i r s t B a p t i s t church 
b u i l t c. 1872, the Emmanuel Episcopal Church b u i l t c. 1881, and the 
F i r s t Parish Congregational Church b u i l t c. 1890-92. 
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COMMON DISTRICT 
Verbal Boundaries 

The boundaries of the Common D i s t r i c t are shown by the blue l i n e on 
the accompanying map, which i s a p o r t i o n of Wakefield Assessor Maps 
#11, #12, #16, and #17. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the boundaries of the d i s ­
t r i c t are as f o l l o w s : beginning a t the northwestern corner of the 
l o t a t 252 Main Street and proceeding east along the l o t ' s northern 
boundary t o the l o t ' s northeastern corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
t r a v e l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 252 and 258 Main 
Street and along the eastern border of the l o t a t 1 Salem Street to 
the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing Salem Street to the northeastern corner 
cf 266 Main Street and proceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 
266 and 270 Main Street t o the c u r b l i n e at Pearl S t r e e t ; then 
crossing Pearl Street t o the northeastern corner of 272 Main Street 
and proceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 272 Main Street 
and the Emmanuel Parish Church t o the c u r b l i n e a t Bryant S t r e e t ; 
then crossing Bryant Street to the northeastern corner of 282 Main 
Street and t r a v e l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 282 and 284 
Main Street t o the c u r b l i n e at Park St r e e t ; then crossing Park 
Street and t r a v e l l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e of 294-2S8 
Main Street t o the c u r b l i n e at Crescent St r e e t ; then crossing Cres­
cent Street t o the northeastern corner of 305 Main Street and pro­
ceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 306, 310, and 315 Main 
Street and the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church to the southwestern corner 
of the l o t of the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding west along the southern border of the l o t of the F i r s t 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church t o the c u r b l i n e a t Main S t r e e t ; then crossing 
Main Street t o the southeastern corner of the l o t of the Lucius 
Beebe Memorial L i b r a r y and t r a v e l l i n g west along the l o t ' s southern 
border to the l o t ' s southwestern corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding north along the western boundary of the l o t of the L i ­
brary to the southern boundary of the l o t of the Post O f f i c e ; then 
t u r n i n g l e f t and t r a v e l l i n g west along the southern border of the 
l o t of the Post O f f i c e t o the l o t ' s southwestern corner; then t u r n ­
ing r i g h t and proceeding north along the Post O f f i c e l o t ' s western 
order to the c u r b l i n e a t Yale Avenue; then crossing Yale Avenue to 
'.e southwestern corner of the l o t of the Y.M.C.A and t r a v e l l i n g 

north along the rear l o t l i n e of the Y.M.C.A. and the B a p t i s t 
Church to the c u r b l i n e a t Lafayette S t r e e t ; then crossing Lafayette 
Street to the southwestern corner of the l o t of the Town H a l l and 
proceeding north a l o r g the rear l o t l i n e s of the Town H a l l , and of 
5, 3, and 1 Com.mon Street to the c u r b l i n e at Church St r e e t ; then 
crossing t o the c u r b l i n e on the northern side of Church Street and 
t r a v e l l i n g along the southern boundary of the cemetery t o the 
southwestern corner of the cemetery'; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
t r a v e l l i n g northeast along the cemetery's northwestern border to 
the lake shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding along the lake shoreline u n t i l reaching the northern 
boundary of the cemetery; then proceeding east along the northern 
boudary of the cemetery to the northwestern corner of the l o t of 
the F i r s t Parish Congregational Church; then proceeding east and 
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north along the rear l o t l i n e of the F i r s t Parish Congregational 
Church to the c u r b l i n e at Spaulding S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding east along the c u r b l i n e to the corner of Spaulding 
Street and Lake Avenue; then crossing Lake Avenue and t r a v e l l i n g 
north along the western border of the park land t o the lake 
shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g 
east along the southern edge of Lake Quannapowitt to the south­
eastern corner of the Lake; then continuing east across the park 
land to the c u r b l i n e at Main S t r e e t ; then crossing Main Street and 
r e t u r n i n g to the northwestern corner of 252 Main Street. 



L A K ^ 

scale: 1"=10B' 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Common D i s t r i c t 

Wakefield MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000754 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: Y SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N. 
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of Historic Places, 

C of the National Register 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms ô  
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Common D i s t r i c t consists of the Wakefield Town Common area l o ­
cated a t the southern end of Lake Quannapowitt i n Wakefield, 
Massachuestts and includes contiguous rows of b u i l d i n g s which l i e 
adjacent t o the Town Common along Main Street and Common St r e e t . 
The Wakefield Town Common area forms the town's c i v i c and ec­
c l e s i a s t i c a l center; i t includes many of the town's p u b l i c b u i l d ­
ings such as the Wakefield Town H a l l , Post O f f i c e , L i b r a r y and 
YMCA, several of Wakefield's nineteenth century churches, and a few 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s which are interspersed between the p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s . The Common D i s t r i c t encompasses approximately Z.S acres. 

Extending south from the southern end of Lake Quannapowitt t o the 
present i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main Street and Yale Avenue, the town com­
mon area i s an open green space i n the town center of Wakefield. 
The land i s f l a t and provides unobstructed views of Lake Quan­
napowitt, a major geographic feature of the town. The Common i s 
bisected by Church Street and bordered on i t s east side by Main 
St r e e t , one of Wakefield's a major thoroughfares. 

Many a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s are represented i n the diverse group of 
r e s i d e n t i a l , e c c l e s i a s t i c , and c i v i c b u i l d i n g s located i n the Com­
mon D i s t r i c t . A r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s f o r the churches found i n the 
d i s t r i c t include Tudor Revival, Romanesque Revival and I t a l i a n a t e ; 
the Town H a l l was also i n i t i a l l y b u i l t i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . 
The remainder of the c i v i c b u i l d i n g s located i n tha Common D i s t r i c t 
were b u i l t i n the early-mid t w e n t i e t h century i n Neo-Renaissance or 
Neo-Colonial s t y l e s . Several notable e a r l y eighteenth century 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s adjacent t o the town common were b u i l t i n 
the Federal s t y l e . The p r i n c i p l e b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s are wood and 
b r i c k w i t h the r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s , b r i c k w i t h the c i v i c b u i l d ­
ings, and wood and stone w i t h the churches. 

Four churches are among the b u i l d i n g s which surround the town com­
mon and are included i n the Common D i s t r i c t . The F i r s t Parish Con­
gr e g a t i o n a l Church (c. 1890-92, 1912, ifS^I) was designed by the 
Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Ha r t w e l l and Richarson. As the f o u r t h 
meeting house of the p a r i s h , i t was b u i l t at the head of the Common 
on Church Street i n a Romanesque Revival s t y l e . B u i l t from 
g r a n i t e , the church has a st e e p l y pitched gable roof over the main 
sanctuary, a wing on the west, and a t a l l tower on the east. As 
Wakefield's highest s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e church, the F i r s t B a p t i s t 
Church (#35^3) was b u i l t c. 1872 a t the corner of Lafayette and Com­
mon Streets f a c i n g east at the south end of the town common. 
Facing west at the south end of the common, the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t 
Church (# /4 ) was b u i l t i n 1839 i n the Greek Revival s t y l e w i t h i t s 
gable end to the s t r e e t and a column supported p o r t i c o across i t s 
west facade. I n 1859, i t was converted to a b u i l d i n g w i t h 
I t a l i a n a t e f e a t u r e s ; the p o r t i c o was removed, the church was raised 
one s t o r y , and a s p i r e was added on the west. The Emmanuel Parish 
Church (# // ) was b u i l t c. 1881 i n the Stick S t y l e a t the corner of 

OOHIINUED 



MAY 2 3 1989 

Main and Bryant S t r e e t s . In 1944 the church was modified i n a 
Tudor Revival s t y l e and the o r i g i n a l clapboarding was covered w i t h 
stucco. 

The b u i l d i n g which i s c u r r e n t l y Wakefield's Town H a l l {#3?Z.) at 
1 L a f a y e t t e S t r e e t was constructed c. 1871 as a high school design­
ed i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e by a r c h i t e c t John Stevens. When the 
high school was converted i n t o the Town H a l l i n 1938 some of i t s 
I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l s were r e t a i n e d . However, major a l t e r a t i o n s t o 
the b u i l d i n g included adding a b r i c k veneer, removing i t s high 
s t y l e tower, and r e p l a c i n g i t s mansard roof w i t h a new gable r o o f . 

Several of Wakefield's p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and i n s t i t u t i o n s located at 
the southern end of the town common were designed i n n e o - h i s t o r i c a l 
s t y l e s . The Wakefield Y.M.C.A. {%305) a t 317 Main Street was b u i l t 
c. 1908 i n the Neo-Colonial s t y l e as a 2 1/2 s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
w i t h a truncated h i p roof wi t h a row of f i v e hipped dormers and 
w i t h d e t a i l work which r e f e r r e d to p r e - c o l o n i a l s t y l e s . Two ad­
jacent b u i l d i n g s , the Lucius Beebe L i b r a r y (c. 1922, SZ'fS) on Main 
Street and the Post O f f i c e (c. 1935, ffZ^*?) at 321 Main Street were 
designed i n the Neo-Renaissance s t y l e . The l i b r a r y , designed by 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m Cram and Ferguson, i s a b r i c k and cast stone 
b u i l d i n g seven bays wide w i t h two end p a v i l l i o n s framing a f i v e bay 
center s e c t i o n . The Post O f f i c e , designed by Louis A. Simon, was 
designed to harmonize w i t h the neighboring l i b r a r y . Also con­
s t r u c t e d of b r i c k and cast stone, the s t r u c t u r e i s f i v e bays wide 
w i t h f u l l height windows separated by d o r i c p i l a s t e r s which r i s e to 
an e n t a b l a t u r e topped by a parapet w a l l . The C r y s t a l Apartments 
(# I'?'), also located at the southern end of the common at 294-298 
Main S t r e e t , were designed i n the neo-Federal s t y l e i n 1924. 

Among the c o n t r i b u t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s which border the Com­
mon i n the Common D i s t r i c t , there are several notable examples of 
the Federal s t y l e and I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . Two of Wakefield's few 
Federal b r i c k houses are located at 252 Main Street ( b u i l t c. 1818, 
if |2. ) and 316 Main Street ( b u i l t c. 1822, » ) each w i t h 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s , f i v e bays, a gable r o o f , and a c e n t r a l entrance. Benjamin 
S. Wiley, a successful shoemaker i n Wakefield, l i v e d at 316 Main 
S t r e e t . A clapboard l a t e Federal house stands at 1 Common Street 
( b u i l t c. 1812-20, #355") next to an I t a l i a n a t e L- shaped residence 
at 3 Common St r e e t ( b u i l t c. 1855, #35-^). The remainder of con­
t r i b u t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s i n the Common D i s t r i c t are located 
on the east side of the common along Main Street and include exam­
ples of mid- t o l a t e nineteenth century a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s , 
predominantly Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e . 

W i t h i n the d i s t r i c t there are also several notable monuments l o ­
cated i n the Town Common. The northern s e c t i o n of the Common, be­
tween Church S t r e e t and the edge of lake, was graded and estab­
l i s h e d as a park i n 1884-85. An ornate bandstand (#373), con­
s t r u c t e d of wood and dressed i n f i e l d s t o n e , was constructed i n the 
park area i n 1884-85 as p a r t of a town b e a u t i f i c a t i o n movement. 
The Rockery (# ) , designed by Ernest Bowditch i n 1884-85, i s a 
se m i - c i c u l a r f i e l d s t o n e w a l l which enclses a t e r r a c e and a Spanish 
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American War Monument (added i n 1926, # ). An H i s t o r i c a l Marker 
(#33tf) was erected i n 1888, near the Rockery t o commemorate the 
e v o l u t i o n of Wakefield. A C i v i l War Monument (jf 377) was erected on 
the Common i n 1902, a World War I Memorial (#375) i n 1920, a World 
War I I Memorial ( f MA ) i n 1945, and a Korean and Vietnam War 
Memorial (#^/A ) more r e c e n t l y . , ,, 

The Old B u r i a l Ground (#37^) located next to the F i r s t Parish 
Church on Church Street i s also included i n the Common D i s t r i c t . 
The B u r i a l Ground, d a t i n g back t o 1688-89, was the c h i e f b u r i a l 
ground f o r the town f o r 150 years and the m a j o r i t y of stones date 
from the eighteenth and nineteenth c e n t u r i e s . 

I n t r u s i o n s i n the Common D i s t r i c t are minimal; they are four more 
recent r e s i d e n d i a l s t r u c t u r e s locatedat 1 Salem S t r e e t , 306 and 310 
Main S t r e e t , and 5 Common St r e e t . 
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H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The Common D i s t r i c t has functioned as the town center f o r the town 
of Wakefield since the seventeenth century, when the town was 
c a l l e d Old Reading. The common area and i t s surrounding b u i l d i n g s 
document the e a r l y settlement of the town of Wakefield and the 
town's eventual development during the eighteenth, nineteenth and 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . 

I n the seventeenth century, Wakefield was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the 
old town of Reading. Old Reading was established i n 1644 as a 
r e s u l t of land grants i n 1638 and 1639, and covered much of the 
same area as the two present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading. 
In 1818, the southern s e c t i o n of the old town of Reading, now 
c a l l e d Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate twon 
c a l l e d South Reading. I n 1868 South Reading changed i t s name t o 
Wakefield. 

The o r i g i n a l seventeenth century town center of Old Reading devel­
oped at the base of Lake Quannapowitt, which i s now the l o c a t i o n of 
the town center of Wakefield. The lakeshore area, which was 
cleared by the n a t i v e Americans, was the f i r s t area s e t t l e d i n 1639 
by the Puritans who were granted land i n Reading. The s e t t l e r s put 
aside a common land t h a t was excluded from the 1647 d i v i s i o n of 
land, and which s t i l l forms the focus of the d i s t r i c t . The common 
land extended south from the shore of Lake Quannapowitt t o the 
present i n t e r s e c t i o n of Main and Albion S t r e e t s . I n 1741 the 
townspeople voted t o p r o t e c t the common and f i x e d i t s l i m i t s . 

During the l a s t quarter of the eighteenth century, as farmland sur­
rounding the common continued t o be s u b d i v i d e d , r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
began to grow along i t s perimeters. By 1812 there were t h i r t e e n 
b u i l d i n g s on the Common i n c l u d i n g c i v i c b u i l d i n g s such as the 
Centre School, a wooden engine house, and the town pound on Main 
S t r e e t ; r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s such as the parsonage and the F i r s t 
P a r i s h Church; and the beginnings of Wakefield's i n d u s t r y , such as 
the t i n shop to the west and the blacksmith t o the easst of the 
common. 

The town common area continued t o grow i n r e l i g i o u s importance when 
the B a p t i s t meeting house was moved up Main Str e e t from Salem 
S t r e e t i n 1820. I t burned and i n 1835 a second B a p t i s t meeting 
house was b u i l t on the s i t e where the Cr y s t a l Apartments stand 
today. The F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church, which s t i l l stands today, 
was b u i l t on Main Street i n 1839. A new Greek r e v i v a l town house 
was also completed at t h i s time, i n 1834, on the corner of Lake Av­
enue and Church S t r e e t . I n 1834, the town cemetery was moved from 
the common t o the nor t h side of Church S t r e e t . During the l a t t e r 
n i n e t e e n t h century, three churches were b u i l t along the border of 
the common which remain today i n c l u d i n g the F i r s t B a p t i s t church 
b u i l t c. 1872, the Emmanuel Episcopal Church b u i l t c. 1881, and the 
F i r s t Parish Congregational Church b u i l t c. 1890-92. 
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During the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th century, a great deal of c i v i c 
p r i d e and generosity was e x h i b i t e d on the part o£ Wakefield 
c i t i z e n s . An ornate bandstand and the Rockery were both con­
s t r u c t e d i n the Common i n 1884-85. Monuments such as the Soldiers 
and S a i l o r s Monument from 1902, the World War I boulder from 1920, 
the Hiker from 1926, the World War I I Monument from 1945, and the 
more recent Korean and Vietnam War Memorial were added throughout 
the t w e n t i e t h century. 

I n a d d i t i o n , there was c o n s t r u c t i o n of various c i v i c and p u b l i c , 
b u i l d i n g s along upper Main S t r e e t . During the f i n a l decades of the 
nineteenth century, the commercial center of the town moved south, 
yet the r e l i g i o u s and c i v i c center remained focused on the lake and 
common. Twentieth century c i v i c b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s d i s t r i c t include 
the Y.M.C.A. b u i l t i n 1908, the Public L i b r a r y , f i n i s h e d i n 1923, 
and the Post O f f i c e , completed i n 1936. I n a d d i t i o n , i n 1938, an 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e high school overlooking the common was converted 
i n t o Wakefield's Town H a l l . r . ,.>!i-.. . ; 
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COMMON DISTRICT 
Verbal Boundaries 

The boundaries of the Common D i s t r i c t are shown by the blue l i n e on 
the accompanying map, which i s a p o r t i o n of Wakefield Assessor Maps 
#11, #12, #16, and #17. S p e c i f i c a l l y , the boundaries of the d i s ­
t r i c t are as f o l l o w s : beginning a t the northwestern corner of the 
l o t a t 252 Main St r e e t and proceeding east along the l o t ' s northern 
boundary t o the l o t ' s northeastern corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
t r a v e l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 252 and 258 Main 
Street and along the eastern border of the l o t a t 1 Salem Street to 
the c u r b l i n e ; then crossing Salem Street t o the northeastern corner 
cf 266 Main Street and proceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 
266 and 270 Main St r e e t t o the c u r b l i n e a t Pearl S t r e e t ; then 
crossing Pearl Street t o the northeastern corner of 272 Main Street 
and proceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 272 Main Street 
and the Emmanuel Parish Church to the c u r b l i n e a t Bryant S t r e e t ; 
then crossing Bryant S t r e e t to the northeastern corner of 282 Main 
Street and t r a v e l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 282 and 284 
Main Str e e t t o the c u r b l i n e at Park S t r e e t ; then crossing Park 
Street and t r a v e l l l i n g south along the rear l o t l i n e of 294-298 
Main S t r e e t t o the c u r b l i n e a t Crescent S t r e e t ; then crossing Cres­
cent Street t o the northeastern corner of 306 Main Street and pro­
ceeding south along the rear l o t l i n e s of 306,' 310, and 316 Main 
Stre e t and the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church t o the southwestern corner 
of the l o t of the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Church; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding west along the southern border of the l o t of the F i r s t 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church t o the c u r b l i n e a t Main S t r e e t ; then crossing 
Main St r e e t t o the southeastern corner of the l o t of the Lucius 
Beebe Memorial L i b r a r y and t r a v e l l i n g west along the l o t ' s southern 
border to the l o t ' s southwestern corner; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding north along the western boundary of the l o t of the L i ­
bra r y to the southern boundary of the l o t of the Post O f f i c e ; then 
t u r n i n g l e f t and t r a v e l l i n g west along the southern border of the 
l o t of the Post O f f i c e t o the l o t ' s southwestern corner; then t u r n ­
ing r i g h t and proceeding north along the Post O f f i c e l o t ' s western 
border to the c u r b l i n e a t Yale Avenue; then crossing Yale Avenue t o 
the southwestern corner of the l o t of the Y.M.C.A and t r a v e l l i n g 
n o rth along the rear l o t l i n e of the Y.M.C.A. and the B a p t i s t 
Church t o the c u r b l i n e a t Lafayette S t r e e t ; then crossing Lafayette 
St r e e t to the southwestern corner of the l o t of the Town H a l l and 
proceeding north along the rear l o t l i n e s of the Town H a l l , and of 
5, 3, and 1 Common St r e e t t o the c u r b l i n e at Church S t r e e t ; then 
crossing t o the c u r b l i n e on the northern side of Church Street and 
t r a v e l l i n g along the southern boundary of the cemetery t o the 
southwestern corner of the cemetery; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
t r a v e l l i n g northeast along the cemetery's northwestern border to 
the lake s h o r e l i n e of Lake Quannapowitt; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding along the lake shoreline u n t i l reaching the northern 
boundary of the cemetery; then proceeding east along the northern 
boudary of the cemetery t o the northwestern corner of the l o t of 
the F i r s t Parish Congregational Church; then proceeding east and 
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north along the rear l o t l i n e of the F i r s t Parish Congregational 
Church to the c u r b l i n e at Spaulding S t r e e t ; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and 
proceeding east along the c u r b l i n e to the corner of Spaulding 
Street and Lake Avenue; then crossing Lake Avenue and t r a v e l l i n g 
n o rth along the western border of the park land t o the lake 
shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then t u r n i n g r i g h t and t r a v e l l i n g 
east along the southern edge of Lake Quannapowitt t o the south­
eastern corner of the Lake; then c o n t i n u i n g east across the park 
land to the c u r b l i n e a t Main S t r e e t ; then crossing Main Street and 
r e t u r n i n g to the northwestern corner of 252 Main S t r e e t . 
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Main S t r e e t l o o k i n g 
n o r t h . Rockery on 
l e f t w i t h F i r s t 
P a r i a h 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church beyond. F i r s t 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Church 
on r i g h t . 

View o f Main S t r e e t 
l o o k i n g n o r t h from 
t o p o f Rockery. 
Upper Common w i t h 
v a r i o u s monuments on 
l e f t . 
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Lower Common w i t h 
Gazebo (bandstand) 
l o o k i n g e a s t . 

Upper Common w i t h 
t h e C i v i l War 
Monument, l o o k i n g 
n o r t h e a s t . 
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West facade o f F i r s t 
P a r i s h 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church f r o m Old 
B u r i a l Ground. Lower 
Common beyond. 
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