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Main and Bryant Streets. |1 nl1l944the church was modified ina

Tudor Revival style andthe original clapboarding was covered with
stucco.

The building which is currently Wakefield s Town Hall (S3?Z) at

1 Lafayette Street was constructed c. 1871 as a high school design-
ed inthe Italianate style by architect John Stevens. Wen t he
hi gh school was converted into the Town Hall in 1938seme of its
Italianate details were retained. However, major alterationsto
the building included adding a brick veneer, removing it shigh
style tower, andreplacing itsmansard roof with a newgable roof.

Several of Wakefield' s public buildings andinstitutions |ocatedat
the southern end of the town comron were designed in neo-historical
styles. The Wakefield Y_MCA i7305) at 317 Main Street was built
c. 1908in the Neo-Colonial style asa 2 1/2 story brick building
with a truncated hip roof with a rowof five hipped dormers and
with detail work which referred t opre-colonial styles. Two ad-
jacent buildings, the Lucius Beebe Library (c. 1922, &' ?8) on Min
Street andthe Post Office (c. 1936, "ZM) at 321 Main Street were
designed in the Neo-Renaissance style. The library, designed by
the architectural firm Cram and Ferguson, is a brick andcast stone
building seven bays wide with twoendpavillions framng a five bay
center section. The Post Office, designed by Louis A Sinon, was
designed t oharmonize with the neighboring library. Also con-
structed of brick andcast stone, the structure is five bays w de
with full Tlieight windows separated by doric pilasters which riseto
an entablature topped by a parapet wall. The Crystal Apartments
(S 1'), also located at the southern end of the common at 294-298
Main Street, were designed in the neo-Federal style in 1924,

Among the contributing residential structures which border the Com
mn in the Common District, there are several notable examples of
the Federal style andltalianate style. Two of Wakefield' s few
Federal brick houses are |ocated at 252 Main Street (built c. 1818,
» 12 ) and 316 Main Street (built c. 1822, S\ ) each with 2 1/2
stories, five bays, a gable roof, anda central entrance. Benjam n
S Wley, asuccessful shoemaker in Wakefield, lived at 316 Main
Street. A clapboard late Federal house stands at 1 Common Street
(built c. 1812-20, #355) next toan Italianate L- shaped residence
at 3 Conmmon Street (built c. 1855, #35-7). The remai nder of con-
tributing residential structures in the Common District are |ocated
on the east side of the comnon along Main Street and include exam
ples of md- tolate nineteenth century architectural styles,
predom nantly Greek Revival and Italianate.

Wthin the district there are also several notable nmonunments | o-
cated in the Tov;n Commcn. The northern section of the Common, be-
tween Church Street andthe edge of |ake, was graded and estab-
lished as a park in 1884-85. An ornate bandstand (#373), con-
structed of wood anddressed i n fieldstone, was constructed in the
park area in 1884-85 as part of a town beautification novenent.

The Rockery (# ), designed by Ernest Bo->'ditch i n 188 4-85, is a
sem -cicular fieldstone wall which enclses a terrace anda Spanish
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Arerican Vér Mnunent (added in 1926, # ). An Historical Marker
(#33<?) was erected in 1888, near the Rockery to commenorate the
evolution of Wakefield. ACivil Vér Mnurment (#377) was erected on
the Gmon in 19CQ, a Wrld Vér | Menorial (#37®) in 1920, a Wrld
VWr | | Menorial (I*-M\) in 1945 and a Korean and Vi et nam Vér
Menmorial (<« AA ) nore recently.

The O d Burial Gound {If 3™) located next t othe First Parish
Church on Church Street is also included inthe Gonmon District,
The Burial Gound, dating back t 01688-89, was the chief burial
iground for the town for 150years andthe majority of stones date
rom the eighteenth andnineteenth centuries.

Intrusions inthe Goomon District are mnimal; they are four nore

recent residendial structures locatedat 1 Salem Street, 306 and 310
Main Street, and 5 Gonmon Street.



Historical Significance

The Common District has functioned as t hetown center forthetown
of Wakefield since theseventeenth century, when t hetown was
called O dReading. The common area andi ts surrounding buildings
document t heearly settlement of thetown of Wakefield and t he
town's eventual development during theeighteenth, nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

In theseventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part of the
old town of Reading. Ol dReading was established i nl1l644as a
result of land grants i n1638and 1639, and covered much of t he
sanme area as t hetwopresent-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.
[n 1818, t hesouthern section of theol dtow of Reading, now
called Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate twon
called South Reading. I Nn1868 South Reading changed it snamet o
Wakefield.

The original seventeenth century town center of O dReading devel-
oped at t hebase of Lake Quannapowitt, which i snowthe location of
the  town center of VJakefield. The | akeshore area, which was

cleared by t henative Americans, was t hefirst area settled i n 1539
by t hePuritans who were granted land i nReading. The settlersput
aside a common |and that was excluded fromthe 1647 division of

land, and which still forms thefocus of thedistrict. The comon
| and extended south fromthe shore of Lake Quannapowitt t o the
present intersection of Main and Al bion Streets. I n1l741 t he

townspeople voted t oprotect thecomron and fixed itslimts.

During thelast quarter of theeighteenth century, as farmand sur-
rounding t hecommon continued t obe subdivided,residential areas
began t ogrow along its perimeters. By 1812there were thirteen
buildings ontheGComon including civic buildings such as the
Centre School, a wooden engine house, andthetown pound on Min
Street; religious buildings such as t heparsonage andt he First
Parish Church; andt hebeginnings of Wakefield' s industry, such as
the tin shop tothewest andtheblacksmth t ot heeasst of the
conmon.

The town common area continued togrow i nreligious importance when
the Baptist meeting house was noved up Main Street from Salem

Street i n1820. | t burned andi n1835a second Baptist meeting
house was built onthesite where t heCrystal Apartments stand
today. The First Universalist Church, which still stands today,
was huilt on Main Street i n1839. A newGeek revival town house
was also completed at this time, i nl1834, onthecorner of Lake Av-
enue and Church Street. 1 n1834, thetown cemetery was noved from
the common t ot henorth side of Church Street. During the latter

nineteenth century, three churches were built along t heborder of

the  common which remain today including theFirst Baptist church
built c. 1872, t he Emmanuel Episcopal Church built c. 1881, and t he
First Parish Congregational Church built c. 1890-92.






MY 23 1%

GMVON DI STRI CT
Ver bal Boundaries

The boundaries of the Common District are shown by the blue line on
the acconpanying map, which is a portion of Wakefield Assessor WNaps
#11, #12, #16, and #17. Specifically, the boundaries of the dis-
trict are as follows: beginning at the northwestern corner of the
lot at 252 Main Street and proceeding east along the lot's northern
boundary t othe lot's northeastern corner; then turning right and
travelling south along the rear | ot lines of 252 and 258 Mai n
Street andalong the eastern border of the | ot at 1 Salem Street t o
the curbline; then crossing Salem Street t othe northeastern corner
cf 266 Main Street and proceeding south along the rear | ot lines of
266 and 270 Main Street t othe curbline at Pearl Street; then
crossing Pearl Street t othe northeastern corner of 272Main Street
and proceeding south along the rear | ot lines of 272 Main Street
and the Emmanuel Parish Church t othe curbline at Bryant Street;
then crossing Bryant Street t othe northeastern corner of 282 Main
Street andtravelling south along the rear | ot lines of 282 and 284
Main Street t othe curbline at Park Street; then crossing Park
Street andtravellling south along the rear | ot [ine of 294-2S8
Main Street t othe curbline at Crescent Street; then crossing Cres-
cent Street t othe northeastern corner of 305 Main Street and pro-
ceeding south along the rear | ot lines of 306, 310, and315Min
Street andthe First Universalist Church t othe southwestern corner
of the ot of the First Universalist Church; then turning right and
proceeding west along the southern border of the | ot of the First
Universalist Church t othe curbline at Main Street; then crossing
Main Street t othe southeastern corner of the | ot of the Lucius
Beebe Menorial Library andtravelling west along the lot's southern
border t othe lot's southwestern corner; then turning right and
proceeding north along the western boundary of the | ot of thelLi -
brary t othe southern boundary of the | ot of the Post Office; then
turning left andtravelling west along the southern border of the
lot of the Post Office t othe lot's southwestern corner; then turn-
ing right andproceeding north along the Post Office lot's western
order tothe curbline at Yale Avenue; then crossing Yale Avenue t o
‘e southwestern corner of the | ot of the YMCA and travelling
north along the rear | ot line of the YMCA andthe Baptist

Church t othe curbline at Lafayette Street; then crossing Lafayette
Street t othe southwestern corner of the | ot of the Town Hall and
proceeding north alorg the rear [ ot lines of the Town Hall, and of
5 3, and1l G@mnon Street t othe curbline at Church Street; then
crossing tothe curbline onthe northern side of Church Street and
travelling along the southern boundary of the cemetery to the

sout hwestern corner of the cenetery'; then turning right and
travelling northeast along the cemetery's northwestern bordert o

the |ake shoreline of Lake Quannapowi tt; then turning right and
proceeding along the |ake shorelineuntil reaching the northern
boundary of the cemetery; then proceeding east along the northern
boudary of the cemetery t othe northwestern corner of the | ot of
the First Parish Congregational Church; then proceeding eastand
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north along the rear | otline of the First Parish Congregational
Church to the curbline at Spaulding Street; then turning right and
proceeding east along the curbline to the corner of Spaulding
Street and Lake Avenue; then crossing Lake Avenue and travelling
north along the western border of the park land to the |ake
shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then turning right and travelling
east along the southern edge of Lake Quannapowitt to the south-
eastern corner of the Lake; then continuing east across the park
land to the curbline at Main Street; then crossing Main Street and
returning to the northwestern corner of 252 Main Street.
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NATT O REQ STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The @mTion Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation. Since it sselection as the

site of thefirst seventeenth century neetinghouse and buring ground of the old

town of Reading, thearea hasremained, for over 300years, thecivicand

eccles iastical focus of a growing and changing conmmunity. Business, residential,

and industrial activities have also located here, adding t ot hearray of architectural
survivals. The district thus neets Criteria C of theNational Register

of Historic Places,

ARHTECTURAL. SGNHCANE  Descri be |nportant architectural features and evaluate interns @
other areas wthin the conmunity.

See continuation sheet

HSTARCL SGNHCANE Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

See continuation sheet
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Architectural Significance

The Common District consists of t he Wakefield Town Common area | o-
cated at t hesouthern end of Lake Quannapowitt i n Wakefield,
Massachuestts and includes contiguous rows of buildings which |l ie
adjacent t ot he Towmm Common al ong Main Street and Common Street.

The Wakefield Town Common area forms thetown's civic and ec-
clesiastical center; i tincludes many of thetown's public build-
ings such as t he Wakefield Town Hall, Post Office, Library and
YMCA, several of Wakefield's nineteenth century churches, andafew
residential structures which are interspersed between the public
buildings. The Common District enconpasses approximately ZSacres.

Extending south from t he southern end of Lake Quannapowitt t o t he
present intersection of Main Street and Yale Avenue, thetown com
nmon area | s an open green space i n thetown center of Wakefield.
The land i sflat and provides unobstructed views of Lake Quan-
napowi tt, a major geographic feature of thetown. The Common i s
bisected by Church Street and bordered on i tseast side by Main
Street, one of Wakefield's a major thoroughfares.

Many architectural styles arerepresented i nthediverse group of
residential, ecclesiastic, andcivic buildings located i nt he Com
mon District. Architectural styles for thechurches found i n the
district include Tudor Revival, Romanesque Revival and Italianate;
the Town Hall was also initially built intheltalianate style.
The remainder of thecivic buildings located i ntha Gommon District
were built i ntheearly-md twentieth century i nNeo-Renaissance or
Neo- Col onial styles. Several notable early eighteenth century
residential structures adjacent t othetown common were builti n
the Federal style. The principle building materials are woodand
brick with theresidential buildings, brick with thecivic build-
ings, andwood and stone with the churches.

Four churches are anong t hebuildings which surround thetown com
mon andare included i nthe GCoomon District. The First Parish Con-
gregational Church (c. 1890-92, 1912, ifS") was designed by the
Boston architectural firm of Hartwell andRicharson. As t he fourth
meeting house of t heparish, i twas built at thehead of t he Cormon
on Church Street i na Romanesque Revival style. Built from
granite, thechurch hasa steeply pitched gable roof over thenmain
sanctuary, awing onthewest, andatall tower ontheeast. As
Wakefield s highest style Italianate church, theFirst Baptist
Church (#35"3) was built c. 1872at t hecorner of Lafayette and Com
nmon Streets facing east at thesouth end of t hetown comon.

Facing west at t hesouth end of t he common, theFirst Universalist
Church (#/4) was built 1 n1839i nthe Geek Revival style withits
gable endt ot hestreet anda colum supported portico across its

west facade. | Nn1859, i twas converted toa building with
Italianate features; theportico was removed, t hechurch was raised
one story, anda spire was added on t he west. The Enmanuel Parish

Church (#// ) was built c. 1881li ntheStick Style at thecorner of
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Main and Bryant Streets. In 1944 the church was modified ina
Tudor Revival style and the original clapboarding was covered with
stucco.

The building which is currently Wakefield s Town Hall {#3?Z) at

1 Lafayette Street was constructed c. 1871 as a high school design-
ed inthe Italianate style by architect John Stevens. When the
high school was converted into the Town Hall in 1938 sone of its
Italianate details were retained. However, major alterations to
the building included adding a brick veneer, removing it shigh
style tower, and replacing itsmansard roof with a new gable roof.

Several of Wakefield' s public buildings and institutions |ocated at
the southern end of the town conmmon were designed in neo-historical
styles. The Wakefield Y_YMCA {%305 at 317 Main Street was built
c. 1908 in the Neo-Colonial style as a 2 1/2 story brick building
with a truncated hip roof with a row of five hipped dormers and
with detail work which referred to pre-colonial styles. Tw ad-
jacent buildings, the Lucius Beebe Library (c. 1922, SZfS on Main
Street and the Post Office (c. 1935, ffZ™*?) at 321 Main Street were
designed in the Neo-Renaissance style. The library, designed by
the architectural firm Cramand Ferguson, is a brick and cast stone
building seven bays wide with two end pavillions framng a five bay
center section. The Post Office, designed by Louis A Sinmon, was
designed to harmonize with the neighboring library. Also con-
structed of brick and cast stone, the structure is five bays wi de
with full height wi ndows separated by doric pilasters which rise to
an entablature topped by a parapet wall. The Crystal Apartments
(#1'?), also located at the southern end of the common at 294-298
Main Street, were designed in the neo-Federal style in 1924,

Anong the contributing residential structures which border the Com
mn in the GCommon District, there are several notable exanmples of
the Federal style and Italianate style. Tw of Wakefield's few
Federal bDbrick houses are located at 252 Main Street (built c. 1818,
if |2) and 316 Main Street (built c. 1822, » ) each with 2 12
stories, five bays, a gable roof, and a central entrance. Benjam n
S Wley, a successful shoemaker in Wakefield, lived at 316 Main
Street. A clapboard l|ate Federal house stands at 1 GCommon Street
(built c. 1812-20, #355") next to an Italianate L- shaped residence
at 3 Common Street (built c¢. 1855,  #35-7). The remainder of con-
tributing residential structures in the GCommon District are located
on the east side of the common along Main Street and include exam
ples of md- to late nineteenth century architectural styles,
predom nantly Greek Revival and Italianate.

Wthin the district there are also several notable nonunents | o-
cated in the Town Common. The northern section of the Conmon, be-
tween Church Street and the edge of |ake, was graded and estab-
lished as a park in 1884-85. An ornate bandstand (#373), con-
structed of wood and dressed in fieldstone, was constructed in the
park area in 1884-85 as part of a town beautification novenent.
The Rockery (# ), designed by Ernest Bowditch in 1884-85, is a
sem -cicular fieldstone wall which enclses a terrace and a Spanish
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American War Mnunent (added in 1926, # ) . An Historical Marker
(#33tf) was erected i n 1888, near the Rockery t ocommenorate t he

evolution of Wakefield. ACivil War Mnunent (jf 377) was erected on
the GCommon in 1902, a World War | Memorial (#375) i1 n1920, a World
Var | | Memorial (fMA) in 1945 and a Korean and Vi etnam Var

Memorial (#Y/A ) nore recently. , .
The Ol dBurial Gound (#37") located next t othe First Parish
Church on Church Street is also included inthe GCoomon District.
The Burial Ground, dating back t o1688-89, was the chief burial
ground for the town for 150years andthe majority of stones date
from the eighteenth andnineteenth centuries.

Intrusions inthe Common District are mnimal; they are four nore
recent residendial structures |ocatedat 1 Salem Street, 306 and 310
Main Street, and 5 Common Street.
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Historical Significance

The Common District has functioned as t hetown center forthetown
of Wakefield since theseventeenth century, when t hetown was
called O dReading. The common area andi ts surrounding buildings
document t heearly settlement of thetown of Wakefield and t he
town's eventual development during theeighteenth, nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

In t heseventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part of the
old town of Reading. O dReading was established i nl1l644as a
result of land grants i n1638and 1639, and covered much of the
same area as t hetwopresent-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.
In 1818, t hesouthern section of theol dtown of Reading, now
called Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate twon
called South Reading. | n1868 South Reading changed it snanet o
Wakefield.

The original seventeenth century town center of Ol dReading devel-
oped at t hebase of Lake Quannapowitt, which i snowthe location of
the  town center of Wakefield. The | akeshore area, which was

cleared by t henative Americans, was thefirst area settled i n 1639
by t hePuritans who were granted land i nReading. The settlersput
aside a common |and that was excluded fromthe 1647division of

| and, and which still forms t hefocus of thedistrict. The comon
| and extended south fromthe shore of Lake Quannapowitt t o the
present intersection of Main and Al bion Streets. | Nn1741 t he

townspeople voted t oprotect thecomon andfixed itslimits.

During thelast quarter of theeighteenth century, as farmand sur-
rounding t hecommon continued t obe subdivided,residential areas
began t ogrow along i ts perimeters. By 1812there were thirteen
buildings ontheComon including civic buildings such as the
Centre School, a wooden engine house, andthetown pound on Miin
Street; religious buildings such as t heparsonage andt he First
Parish Church; andthebeginnings of Wakefield's industry, such as
the tin shop tothewest andtheblacksmth t ot heeasst of the
cormon.

The town common area continued t ogrow i nreligious importance when
the Baptist meeting house was noved up Main Street from Sal em

Street 1 n1820. |t burned andi n1835a second Baptist meeting
house was built onthesite where theCrystal Apartments stand
today. The First Universalist Church, which still stands today,
was built on Main Street i nl1839. A newGeek revival town house
was also conpleted at this time, i n1834, onthecorner of Lake Av-
enue and Church Street. 1 n1834, thetown cemetery was noved from
the common t ot henorth side of Church Street. During the latter

nineteenth century, three churches were built along theborder of

the  common which remain today including theFirst Baptist church
built c. 1872, t he Emmanuel Episcopal Church built c. 1881, and t he
First Parish Congregational Church built c. 1890-92.
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During thelate 19thand early 20th century, a great deal of civic
pride and generosity was exhibited on thepart of Wakefield
citizens. An ornate bandstand and t he Rockery were both con-
structed 1 nthe GCommon i n 1884-85. Mbnunents such as t he Soldiers
and Sailors Mnunent from 1902, t he World Vér | boul der from 1920,
the Hiker from 1926, the Wrld Véar | | Monunment from 1945, andt he
nore recent Korean and Vietnam Vr Menmorial were added throughout
the twentieth century.

In addition, there was constructionof various civic and public ,
buildings along upper Main Street. During the final decades ofthe
nineteenth century, thecommercial center of thetown noved south,
yet thereligious and civic center remained focused on t he | ake and
common.  Twentieth century civic buildings inthis district include
the YYMCA bhuilt 1 n1908, thePublic Library, finished i n 1923,
and t he Post Office, completed i n1936. | naddition, i n1938, an
Italianate style high school overlooking the comon was converted
into Wakefield' s Town Hall. r. e .o
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GCOMMN DI STRI CT
Ver bal Boundari es

The boundaries of t he GCommon District are shown by theblue line on
the accompanying nap, which i sa portion of Wakefield Assessor Maps
#11, #12, #16, and #17. Specifically, theboundaries of the dis-
trict areas follows: beginning at thenorthwestern corner of the
lot at 252Main Street and proceeding east along thelot's northern
boundary t othelot's northeastern corner; then turning right and
travelling south along therear | ot lines of 252 and 258 Main
Street and along t heeastern border of thelot at 1 Salem Street t o
the curbline; then crossing Salem Street t ot henortheastern corner
cf 266 Main Street and proceeding south along therear | ot linesof
266 and270 Main Street t othecurbline at Pearl Street; then
crossing Pearl Street t othenortheastern corner of 272Main Street
and proceeding south along therear | ot [ines of 272 Main Street
and t he Enmmanuel Parish Church t othecurbline at Bryant Street;
then crossing Bryant Street t othenortheastern corner of 282 Main
Street andtravelling south along therear ot lines of 282 and 284
Main Street t othecurbline at Park Street; then crossing Park
Street andtravellling south along therear | ot line of 294-298
Main Street t othecurbline at Crescent Street; then crossing Cres-
cent Street t othenortheastern corner of 306 Main Street and pro-
ceeding south along therear |l ot lines of 306" 310, and316 Main
Street andtheFirst Universalist Church t ot hesouthwestern corner
of thelot of theFirst Universalist Church; then turning right and
proceeding west along thesouthern border of thel ot of the First
Universalist Church t othecurbline at Main Street; then crossing
Main Street t ot hesoutheastern corner of thel ot of t he Lucius
Beebe Memorial Library andtravelling west along thelot's southern
border tothelot's southwestern corner; then turning right and
proceeding north along thewestern boundary of thel ot of the Li -
brary t ot hesouthern boundary of thel ot of t hePost Office; then
turning left andtravelling west along t hesouthern border of the
lot of thePost Office t othelot's southwestern corner; then turn-
ing right andproceeding north along thePost Office lot's western
border tothecurbline at Yale Avenue; then crossing Yale Avenue t O
the southwestern corner of thelot of the Y. MCA and travelling
north along therear ot line ofthe YMCA andt he Bapti st
Church t othecurbline at Lafayette Street; then crossing Lafayette
Street tothesouthwestern corner of thel ot of t he Towmn Hall and
proceeding north along therear | ot lines of the Town Hall, and of
5 3, andl1l Common Street t othecurbline at Church Street; then
crossing t othecurbline onthenorthern side of Church Street and
travelling along thesouthern boundary of thecemetery to the
sout hwestern corner of t hecemetery; then turning right and
travelling northeast along thecemetery's northwestern bordert o
the |ake shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then turning right and
proceeding along thelake shorelineuntil reaching thenorthern
boundary of thecemetery; then proceeding east along thenorthern
boudary of thecemetery t othenorthwestern corner of thel ot of
the First Parish Congregational Church; then proceeding east and

CBUNED
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north along the rear | otline of the First Parish Congregational
Church to the curbline at Spaulding Street; then turning right and
proceeding east along the curbline to the corner of Spaulding
Street and Lake Avenue; then crossing Lake Avenue and travelling
north along the western border of the park land to the |ake
shoreline of Lake Quannapowitt; then turning right and travelling
east along the southern edge of Lake Quannapowitt to the south-
eastern corner of the Lake; then continuing east across the park
land to the curbline at Main Street; then crossing Main Street and
returning to the northwestern corner of 252 Main Street
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GOMMEN DI STRI CT

Main Street looking
north. Rockery on
left with First

Pari ah
Congregational
Church beyond. First
Universalist Church
on right.

View of Main Street
looking north from
top of Rockery.
Upper Conmmon with
various monuments on
left.
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GCOMMIN DI STRI CT

Lower Conmmon with
Gazebo (bandstand)
looking east.

Upper Common with
the Civil War
Monument, |ooking
northeast.
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GOMMON DI STRI CT

West facade of First
Pari sh
Congregational
Church from Ol d
Burial Ground. Lower
Common beyond.
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