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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Captain Charles Leonard House, b u i l t i n 1805, faces west on Main Street 
i n a r e s i d e n t i a l area of Agawam. I t i s a hip roofed clapboard structure, 
two rooms wide and two deep, with a central h a l l . The cornice i s lined with 
a moulding resembling acanthus leaves, below which i s a p l a i n f r i e z e . 
The facade center, the focal point of the buil d i n g , i s elaborately treated. 
A deep roof pediment witJi returns, which contains a fan window, projects 
from the facade plane and i s supported by Tuscan columns. The door surround 
f i t s between the columns and i s also elaborately treated. The door with 
f a n l i g h t i s flanked on each side by a Doric p i l a s t e r , twelve-pane side l i g h t , 
and another Doric p i l a s t e r . An octagonal medallion i s situated above each 
side. Jj^ght. The pi l a s t e r s support a wide fr i e z e with tryglyph moulding and 
a (^lintei'.with mutules. A t a l l and elegant Palladian window i s centered atop 
the door surround and l i g h t s the second f l o o r s t a i r landing. The p i l a s t e r , 
f r i e z e , and l i n t e l treatment are i d e n t i c a l i n type to that of the door 

'/̂  surround below. The facade corners are highlighted wit±i Doric cornerboards ' ̂  

having a simple comb-like f r i e z e . 

A two-story ridge roof e l l , raised from one story i n 1938, projects east 
from the rear of the main house and has two porches. A long one story 
hip roof e l l , c. 1960, with a north-south axis, i s attached to t h i s e l l 
and has an off-center door on i t s east side. 

The most notable room i n the house i s the tap room which runs the width 
of the house, to the rear of the f r o n t two rooms. The walls are v e r t i c a l 
wainscot and there are "dutch doors" on each side "from which to serve 
the gentry on the parlor side and the hostlers and menials on the 
kitchen side." 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
1805 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Asher Benjamin 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Believed to have been designed by Asher Benjamin, the Captain Charles 
Leonard House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the most elaborate pre-1850 ar c h i t e c t u r a l 
work i n Agawam, a r u r a l and unpretentious town i n southwestern Massachusetts. 
The house s i t s on a wide thoroughfare lined w i th trees on either side. 
Main Street, l i k e Agawam enti r e , has a mixture of unelaborate community 
and r e s i d e n t i a l properties, predominantly from the Colonial, Greek 
Revival, and present periods. 

The house was b u i l t for Captain Charles Leonard, who was known as "the 
farmer who went to Harvard." A member of the loc a l m i l i t i a and a leading 
.citi,zen. Captain Leonard operated the house as an inn u n t i l his death i n 
(_1914. He and his wife are buried i n a nearby cemetery. 

The house i s presently the town's community house and museum house, the 
location of many c i v i c functions and a source of local pride and concern. 
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Paul Guzzi 

February 12, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

FEB 1 ^ 1975 

REGISTER 

CERTIFIED MIL 
APPORTIONMENT WARRANT 
NOICNATION 

Enclosed are four National Register submissions for the following 
properties: 

1. Agawam, Captain Charles Leonard House, Hampden County 
2. Medford, Lawrence Light Guard Armory, Middlesex County 
3. Salem, Charter Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Essex County 
4« Worcester, G.A.R. Hall. Worcester County 

These properties have been declared eligible for submission by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission ( the State Review Board ), and 
have been signed by Elizabeth R. Amadon, Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions expect to 
apply for FY 76 funding. I f you have any questions or need more information 
please l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW:CB:nb 
End. 
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