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CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOAW) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Captain Charles Leonard House, built i n 1805, faces west on Main Street
in aresidential area of Agawvam | ti sa hip roofed clapboard structure,

two roons wi de and two deep, with a central hall. The cornice i slined with
a moul ding resembling acanthus |eaves, below which i saplain frieze.

The facade center, thefocal point of thebuilding, i selaborately treated.
A deep roof pediment witJi returns, which contains a fan w ndow, projects
fromt he facade plane and i ssupported by Tuscan columms. The door surround
fits between thecolums and i salso elaborately treated. The door with
fanlight i sflanked on each side by a Doric pilaster, twelve-pane side light,
and another Doric pilaster. An octagonal medallion i ssituated above each
side. Jj*ght. The pilasters support a wide frieze with tryglyph noulding and
a(™Mintei'.with mutules. Atall and elegant Palladianw ndow i s centered atop
the door surround and |ights the second floor stair landing. The pilaster,
frieze, and lintel treatment areidentical i ntype tothat of thedoor
surround below. The facade corners arehighlighted wtd Doric cornerboards ' »

having a sinple comb-like frieze.

A two-story ridge roof ell, raised fromone story i n1938, projects east
fromtherear of themin house and has two porches. A long one story
hip roof ell, c. 1960, with a north-south axis, i sattached tothisell

and has an off-center door on i t seast side.

The nost notable roomi nthehouse i sthetaproomwhich runs the width
of thehouse, totherear of thefront two roons. The walls are vertical
wai nscot and there are "dutch doors" on each side "fromwhich t o serve
the gentry on theparlor side and t hehostlers and menials on t he
kitchen side."
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Believed t ohave been designed by Asher Benjamin, theCaptain Charles
Leonard House i ssignificant as t henost el aborate pre-1850 architectural
work i nAgawam a rural and unpretentious town i nsouthwestern Massachusetts.
The house sits on a wi de thoroughfare lined with trees on either side.

Main Street, like Agawamentire, has a m xture of unel aborate conmmunity

and residential properties, predom nantly fromtheColonial, Geek

Revival, and present periods.

The house was built for Captain Charles Leonard, who was known as "t he
farmer who went t o Harvard." A menber of thelocal militia and a |eading
.Citi,zen. Captain Leonard operated t hehouse as an i nnuntil hi s deathi n
(1914, He and hiswife areburied i na nearby cemetery.

The house i spresently thetown's community house and nuseum house, t he
location of many civic functions and a source of local pride and concern.
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February 12, 1975

FEB 1~ 195
M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration REGISTER
National Register of Historic Places

US Departrment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and CStreets, NW CERTMHBED MI L

Washington, D C 20240 APRCORTT ONMENT  VAERRANI
N ONATI ON

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed are four National Register submssions forthe following
properties:

1. Agavam Captain Charles Leonard House, Hanpden County
2. Medford, Lawence Light Quard Arnmory, M ddl esex County

3. Salem Charter Street Historic District, Essex County
4« \Worcester, GAR Hall. Wrcester County

These properties have been declared eligible for subm ssion by the
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion ( the State Review Board ), and
have been signed by Elizabeth R Aradon, Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer.

Please note that the properties covered by these subm ssions expect to
apply for FY76 funding. If you have any questions or need nore information
pl ease | et us know

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Cormm ssion

AW nb
End.
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