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There are two main sections
itself and the attached brj
The Jail, completed in [
of the three story buiiaihg are 41 inches thick at the foundation and 30
inches thick at the eaves. The three floors are also constructed of heavy
granite slabs. The LO' x 36' jail is gabled roofed and has a central hall
architectural plan.

There are two floors of cells with a corridor running through the center of
the cell block on each floor. Eleven of the twelve cells have windows, the
only exception being the solitary confinement cell. The cell windows are
heavily barred. Heavy wrought doors three fourths of an inch thick kept

the prisoners well in check. The cells can best be described as damp and
stark. The only fixture found within the 12' x 10' cubicles were large
granite blocks which served as a seat. Many of the cell doors had huge locks
and keys. A large number of these have been lost through the years.

There were four third floor apartments in the jail, the debtors room, the
 |sick and insane room, the women's room and the work shop. There once was a
cistern on the third floor, but it was dismantled some time ago.

The integrity of the jail has changed little through the year. It is still
the same cold, damp, dingy place it has always been with the exception of a
few areas the Lincoln County Cultural and Historical Association has converte
to use as office space for their activities.

the Wiscasset Jail complex; the granite jail
jailer's house.

1, is constructed of large granite bricks. The walls
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Lincoln County has built two jails since its formation in 17607, but neither
was designed to hold prisoners for long terms of confinement. In 1807 Linca
County appropriated $6,000 for a new jail. The population had increased, th

The influx of seamen and woodsmen from other parts introduced an element of
disorder which was new to the commnity. A small wooden jail was no longer
adequate.

1811. The walls were constructed of granite brought from the Edgecomb
quarries. Forty prisoners sould be held in the twelve cells.

Fire destroyed the first jailer's house and it was replaced in 1837 by the <
present brick house. In it the jailer's wife prepared meals for the prisone

prisoners, the sick and insane were quartered on the third floor of the jail
and in the attic rooms of the jailer's house.

From 1811 until the State Prison was built in 182, the Lincoln County Jail
was the principal penitentiary in Maine for the safekeeping of felons. It
was in continuous use until closed by High Sheriff Stanley G. Waltz in 1953.
At that time prisoners were placed in temporary custody in the new wing of t
Lincoln County Court House in Wiscasset before being transferred elsewhere.
Conditions in the jail were poor at best. For many years there was no heat
available at all; the prisoners had only a bundle of straw and two blankets
keep them from freezing. 1In later years stoves were installed at the entran
to the two main cell blocks, but these were extremely inadequate. Sanitary
facilities in the jail were also very crude. Overall the jail was a virtual
"living Hell" by today's standards.
In 1955 the jail was deeded by Lincoln County to the Lincoln County Cultural
and Historical Associlation with the stipulation that it must be open to the
public for at least two months each year.

The attached jailer's house has been converted into a museum displaying

a large collection of Maine arts and crafts.

The cornerstone of the new jail was laid in 1809 and the building completed fi

port towns were crowded with shipping and a great lumber industry had developed.

s

and other inmates who at times numbered as many as fifty. Poor debtors, women
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