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East Longmeadow s First Congregational Church i slocated on a triangular | ot between Somers
Road (Route 83) and Prospect Street (Route 186). The church faces north onto Center
Square, which i sthecenter of East Longneadow.

Erected i n 1828, thechurch i sa sinmple 45 x 55' rectangle with a ridge roof. Classical
Revival i nstyle. The gable faces Center Square. The side elevations are three bays
deep. The building i ssheathed i nclapboards except for thefacade which i smatch board.

The facade i sdomnated by a smaller lonic tenple front, which projects out fromthe
body of thechurch. Four pilasters areinterrupted above thefirst floor entrance |evel
by an entablature with a frieze and dentilated cornice. At theentrance level area
center entry and twow ndows framed by thepilasters. Above this entry level i s the
tenple front proper. Between thepilasters are double hung multi-paned wi ndows running
3/5th's of the way down fromtheentablature. The tenple front i sconpleted by a pedi-
ment. Above theentrance i sa square bell tower with round arched wi ndows. Above this
is an octagonal enclosed cupola with corner pilasters, topped by a small ridged dome
with a w ndvane.

The side elevations have long, double hung, multi-pane windows framed by shutters and
topped by round arched, |ouvered fans. Just north of thefirst bay of the west elevation
is asmll, square exterior chimey. The church rests on an almost conpletely exposed
brick basenment which has been painted white.

In 1858 t he building was nmoved 750" north toits present site.

Prior to 1911, two of theoriginal three entrance doors were replaced by wi ndows. A

30" X 45" addition was built at thesouthern end i n1926. 1 n 1948 a chancel was extended
into theaddition toenlarge thesanctuary. FellowshipHall, tothe west, and a breeze-
way were built i n1953, at which time thebasement was renovat ed.

The greensward i nfront of thechurch was donated with theprovision that i t forever
remain a park or coomon. | fi ti sused for any other purpose, it will revert to the
donors' heirs.

The original wood clapboardinghas been covered with alum numcl apboarding,



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE J?RELIGION
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1 799 ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER
-X1 800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY -JSPOLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1828 BU LCER ARCH TECT

STATEMENT (F S G\ H CANCE

First Congregational Church i ssignificant as theoldest church and church buil ding
in theTown of East Longneadow. |t i salso notable for theunique systemusedto
finance itsconstruction and for therole i thas played i ntown matters.

In 1827 the"Proprietors of theMeeting House of theThird Religious Society on
Longmeadow' was established. Shares i nthis corporation were sold at a fixed
value of $10 perwith a limt of tenshares toany one holder. This corporation
built thepresent church. There was no third religious society or other organiza-

tion extant. | n 1829, the Second Congregational Church and Third Religious
Society of Longmeadow was founded by 45 people from thearea. | n 1858, after
seven years of discussion, theSociety bought thechurch building fromthe
Proprietors and nmoved i t down the hill toitspresent |ocation.

Until 1882 and theerection of theTown Hall here i nEast Village, Town Meeting
was held i nthis church, alternating yearly with West Village. | n 1894 the
comrunity separated into two towns, Longmeadow and East Longmeadow.

The ecclesiastical society was dissolvedin 1910 when theFirst Congregational
Church of East Longmeadow was incorporated.
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