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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 
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-DETERIORATED 
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—ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

East Longmeadow's First Congregational Church i s located on a triangular l o t between Somers 
Road (Route 83) and Prospect Street (Route 186). The church faces north onto Center 
Square, which i s the center of East Longmeadow. 

Erected i n 1828, the church i s a simple 45' x 55' rectangle with a ridge roof. Classical 
Revival i n s t y l e . The gable faces Center Square. The side elevations are three bays 
deep. The building i s sheathed i n clapboards except for the facade which is match board. 

The facade i s dominated by a smaller Ionic temple f r o n t , which projects out from the 
body of the church. Four pilasters are interrupted above the f i r s t f l o o r entrance le v e l 
by an entablature with a frieze and dentilated cornice. At the entrance le v e l are a 
center entry and two windows framed by the p i l a s t e r s . Above this entry level i s the 
temple front proper. Between the pila s t e r s are double hung multi-paned windows running 
3/5th's of the way down from the entablature. The temple front i s completed by a pedi­
ment. Above the entrance i s a square b e l l tower with round arched windows. Above this 
i s an octagonal enclosed cupola with corner p i l a s t e r s , topped by a small ridged dome 
with a windvane. 

The side elevations have long, double hung, multi-pane windows framed by shutters and 
topped by round arched, louvered fans. Just north of the f i r s t bay of the west elevation 
is a small, square exterior chimney. The church rests on an almost completely exposed 
brick basement which has been painted white. 

In 1858 the building was moved 750' north to i t s present s i t e . 

Prior to 1911, two of the o r i g i n a l three entrance doors were replaced by windows. A 
30' X 45' addition was b u i l t at the southern end i n 1926. In 1948 a chancel was extended 
int o the addition to enlarge the sanctuary. Fellowship H a l l , to the west, and a breeze-
way were b u i l t i n 1953, at which time the basement was renovated. 

The greensward i n fro n t of the church was donated with the provision that i t forever 
remain a park or common. I f i t i s used for any other purpose, i t w i l l revert to the 
donors' heirs. 

The o r i g i n a l wood clapboarding has been covered with aluminum clapboarding, 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

First Congregational Church i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the oldest church and church building 
i n the Town of East Longmeadow. I t i s also notable for the unique system used to 
finance i t s construction and for the role i t has played i n town matters. 

In 1827 the "Proprietors of the Meeting House of the Third Religious Society on 
Longmeadow" was established. Shares i n this corporation were sold at a fixed 
value of $10 per with a l i m i t of ten shares to any one holder. This corporation 
b u i l t the present church. There was no t h i r d religious society or other organiza­
t i o n extant. In 1829, the Second Congregational Church and Third Religious 
Society of Longmeadow was founded by 45 people from the area. In 1858, after 
seven years of discussion, the Society bought the church building from the 
Proprietors and moved i t down the h i l l to i t s present location. 

U n t i l 1882 and the erection of the Town Hall here i n East Village, Town Meeting 
was held i n this church, alternating yearly with West Village. I n 1894 the 
community separated i n t o two towns, Longmeadow and East Longmeadow. 

The ecclesiastical society was dissolved i n 1910 when the F i r s t Congregational 
Church of East Longmeadow was incorporated. 
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