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The Harwich Historic District covers approximately 55 acres i nthecenter of
Harwi ch and contains 55 buildings. MWhile building density is mediumand high,
the area achieves an attractive sem-rural atnosphere with its abundance of
foliage, nunerous open spaces and parksn and narrow streets. The districti s
visually coherent with Main Street acting as its backbone, along with its
parallel. Parallel Street, and side streets including Pleasant Lake Avenue,
Si sson Road, Forest, Bank, and Qak Streets. Stylistically thebuildings are
predom nantly Greek Revival and Italianatewith some exanples of Lonbard Ro-
manesque and Col onial Revival. A fewnodern 'colonials' exist i ntheformof
a pharnmacy, apartment building, telephone conpany, and gas station, but they
are unassuming i ncharacter andrnodest i nscale. Architectural integrity
falls off beyond t heperimeters of this district, with thepresence of ranch
houses and nodern commercial structures. Architecturally,inmportant buildings
include:

#1- First Congregational Church- 1832, 1854- Originally Greek Revival

but remodeled i n1854 t o Lonbard Rormanesque by J.D.towl e of t heBoston archi- m
tectural firmof Tow e and Foster. Set back from Main Street on a well- manicureEP
lawn, this 2-story ridge roof clapboard structure i sthree bays wi de and four
deep. |t is made up of a pedimented main section from which project, i n two
successive stages, two shallow pedimented pavillions. These pavillions house

the entry and t heentrance hall. A four-stage steeple rises above t he forward-
nost pavillion t oan approxi mate height of 100 feet. A small 1-story ell,

2 bays wide and 2 deep, extends totheleft of thechurch. A tall narrow arch

is thecentral design element, repeated i nal | windows (except those i ntheej|)
the steeple base, and thebelfry itself. Brackets and dentils areused as

uni fying oi*namental devices and both are found iii' t hepedinent and cornice

of thetwo pavillions. Individually, dentils define thebreak betweent he

second and third stages of thesteeple, and brackets support thehood over the
doubl e entrance door. The door hood repeats thepedinment motif i of the two o
pavillions and t hemain section of the church. 7

#6 DI.' Franklin Dodge House- 1836- An el eganf 2 story ridge roof Geek Revi-*al,
3 bays wide and 4 deep, with *gable end t ot hestreet. The facade i scovered
with flush horizontal siding and theother sides with clapboard. Four Tuscan
pilasters divide thefacade and visually support a wide frieze with anthem on
grates. The pediment i sdentiled and t heoffset recessed doorway i sornanentod
with a band of bead and reel moulding. , i.

#11- Calvin Gifford House- c¢._1794-1i5 story shingled Cape, 5 bays wi de and
2 deep, with ridge roof and central chimey. There have been added an exterior
chimey, two shed roof dormers, and a small rearel .

#13- O d Broadbrooks House- 1810- Ih story shingle Cape, 5 bays w de and 3de”p,
with ridge roof and center chimey. An enclosed entryway projects fromthe
facade center. Pilasters define thecorners of thefacade and flank t he door
whi ch has ~ rectangular transom and sidelights. The cornice i sdentiled.

#14- Brooks Bl ock- 1880- Lonbard Romanesque- Stick Style structure, 10 bays vide

and 4 deep, with a high hip roof. The covering i sclapboard with a decorati\e

shingle band projecting out slightly over thefirst story and supported by
cont'd :
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tall brackets. Smaller brackets also support theprojecting eaves. The entrande
is off-center with a hood covering. The Brooks Block i sconnected tothe fornei

Bank Building by a short nodern clapboard passage. Together thebuildings form

the Brooks Free Library.

#14A-  Bank Building- c. 1850- charmng 1-story Greek Revival- Italianate structure
with ridge roof, 3 bays wide and 3 deep. An elegant Corinthian portico supports
a large dentiled pediment and cornice. Wthin theportico, thebuilding facade
shows 2 arched windows and an off-center pedinmented and encl osed entryway.

The sane fanwindow i nthetopof each of thefacade and side w ndows i s |ocated
within thegable pedinent. As on #6, also designed by Luther Gifford, thefacade
is covered with flush horizontal siding and t heother elevations arecovered w-;h
cl apboard.

#23- Cyrus Cahoon's Store- 1864- 2h story clapboard Italianate, 3 bays w de and
3 deep, with ridge roof and 1-story rear ell. The cornice and gable with return?
are bracketed and dentiled as i sthecornice of theprojecting first story stor?
front. Cornice dentils also adorn al |l second floor windows and t hesmal |l archep
wi ndow i nt he gable.

#25- Jonat han Buck's Shoe Factory-1866- 2n story clapboard Italianate, 3 bays
wi de and 3 deep, with ridge roof and 1-story rear ell. The pedinent and cornic?
are dentiled. The corner pilasters showdecorative incisions. A later first
floor store front projects out fromthe facade.

#27- Brooks Acadeny- 1844- 2-story ridge roof Geek Revival structure set far
back from Main Street on a large lawn. Wth itsgable tothestreet, themin
block i s3 bays wide and 3 deep, fronted by a fluted Doric portico which suppor|ts
a plain pedinment. The pedinment contains an oculus and a wide dentiled frieze
extends around thebuilding and across theside ell. Dentils arealso repeated
in thecornice of thefirst floor windows. The pedinment i stopped by a tower
base and a round louvered cupola. Wthin theportico arethree shaped |intel
doorways. As with #6 and #14A t hefacade i scovered with flush horizontal
siding and t heother elevations arecovered with clapboard.

GPO 921 -7 24
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Harwi ch Historic District i ssignificant not only as an area of fine

Geek Revival andltalianate architecture, but also as thecenter of thetowj's
historic devel opment. Especially notable i sthelarge nunber of buildings
associated with one famly - the Brooks.

VWhile a fewnodern infringements have established thenselves on Main Street,
their small nunber and nodest scale ar eoverwhel ned by t hedistrict's reten-
tion of its 19thc. architectural andspatial integrity. A nunber of Geek
Revival cottages and houses still exist andparticularly fine buildings inclulde
#1, 6, 13, 14,14A 23, 25, and 27 (all treated i nthedescription section),
with avariety of residential, comrercial, andinstitutional uses.

In thetown's history, thenost important and philanthropic famly was the
Broadbrooks (later changed t oBrooks) famly. Eight buildings (#1,11,13, 14,
26, 27,30, and 43) and two parks (#12and 27) were associated directly with
this famly andall but four of these properties (#11, 13,30, and43) were
eventually given t ot hetown or church.

A small section of Harwi ch was once called Broadbrooks Village. Only two of
the original five buildings that nade up thevillage-are extant. #11and #13
are standing, theothers were located near #10, 52, andtheentrance t o #12.
The original homestead of Ebenezer Broadbrooks included what i snow Brooks
Park and fields t ot hesouth, across Main Street. Ebenezer's 1732 housei s
non-extant but twomill stones fromhisgrist mll areinplantecTT-h the side-
wal k near theentrance t oBrooks Park. Ebenezer Broadbrooks || was t he first
postmaster i nHarwi ch. The post office wa™ located i nhi s general store
which hebuilt i n1803 at t he present enTriwot T "Heenezer || served as Postmaster
from 1803 until 1821, when hi s son, Cbed, cook over t heposition. Ebenezer ||
al so served as Justice of the Peace from 1784 until hi s death i n 1828.

(bed Brooks (helegally changed hi s nane i n1803) built hi s house, #13, across
Main Street, next t othecorn andryefields which supplied thegrist mill.
(bed' s brother-in-law, Calvin Gifford, designed thehouse i n 1810. Sidney
Brooks, bed's son, born i n1813, wote i nQur Village:

"Qur house was new and i nrespect totheattic, which conprisedall thespace
under therafters, was unfinished when |I was born. It was a playroom W
suspended our swings fromthecollar beans, climbing upthesl«i«ting sides

of theimmense chimey stack i nthecenter. The long kitchen andbi g fireplajce
have been contracted and changed. The finish of thetwofront roons taxed

cont'd
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Unclfe-AQMviTn Gifford, thearchitect, and exhausted t hepatterns i nhis book,
kept under thetill i nhistool chest. Thebroad back door opened ont he south

side onto awde plank atep. Here was:Mther's herb garden.”

In the War of 1812, (bed served as Captainof theMlitia and returned afterwardt
to his home and general store. | n 1828 he was appointed oneof t hethree original
county comm ssioners. Cbed' s progeny nmade up t henost active and philanthropic
generation of t heBrooks Fam |y.

In 1844, (hed's son, Sidney, founded t hePine Gove Semnary (later called
Brooks Acadeny), #27. The Acadeny was oneof thefirst schools of navigationi n
the country and Sidney was its headmaster for 22 years, |n 1864 theschool was
sold t othetown and used as a high school until 1949. [t nowhouses town
offices. Calvin Gifford i scredited with its handsome design. Pine Gove Cott-
age, #30, wasbuilt onland owned by Sidney Brooks andi ssuspected of being
associated with theAcadeny.

Henry Brooks, another son of (bhed, gave t hegublic Library,#14, tothetowni n
1880. He also donated many fine trees t oenhance thetown.streets. #43 was
built i n1880 as t hehone of Ms. Cynthia Brooks, wife of Calvin Brooks. Sarah
Brooks, sister toHenry and Sidney, gave t heParsonage, #26,to thechurch, with
the original fam |y nane of' Broadbrooks' onthebuilding facade. Tanesin Brooks
sister toSarah, gave Brooks Park,#12, tothetown i n1888, for use as a public
park. Cbed Brooks Jr. was active i ntherestoration of theFirst Congregational
Church, #/, and t hegraveyard next toit. He was also anearly Treasurer of the

Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank, #14A

Calvin Gifford, thearchitect of #13, also designed hi s own house, #11, c.179%4.

In 1832 he sold t hehouse t ohis nephew, (bed Brooks Jr. Luther Gifford, possiblJy
the son or brother of Calvin, was responsible for theelegant and handsone desi gns
of #6 and #14A. #14A was originally built as a bank, later was used as a tel ephone
exchange, andi snowconnected t ot heBrooks Bl ock as part of t he Brooks Free
Library. #6wasthehone of Dr. Franklin Dodge, town doctor i nthem d-19thc.

The First Congregational Church, #1, experiencedits nmost nenorable activityi n
1846. At this time. Pastor Cyrus Stone and t he congregation passed a resolution
that they would have ™ nochurch fellowship with those whohold and treat their
fellow men as chattels or who approve t he system of human slavery " and that
they "regard thesystem of domestic slavery asutterly opposed tothespirit of
the Gospel and it would betheir duty touse all Gospel methods for t he speedy
removal of this systen. Apparently thechurch's abolitionist stance was known
nati onwi de. Later i nthel9th c, (bed Brooks Jr. contributed totherestoratic|n
of thechurchand its cemetery. Appropriately enough, i n1887 a stained glass
w ndow entitled "Jesus and thelittle Children" was placed i nthechurchi n the
nenmory of t heBrooks family.

It44, currently theRecreation Building, was originally oneof t heschool houses

built i neach pant of Harwich i n 1071.

. . . . . . . ) ) . GPO 921 -7 24
The Harwich Historic District becane a local historic district i n 1973.
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1. First Congregational Church, 1832, 1854.
I'A. Parish House, 1954

2. Exchange Park, 1965

3. Masonic Lodge, 1885

4. Diana Turpie House, 1885

5. Vacantl ot

6. Dr.Franklin Dodge House, 1836

7. Cape Cod Village Apartments, 1966

8. New Engl and Tel ephone Building, 1958
9. Senior Citizen Center, 1894

10. Town Office Building, 1914

11. Calvin Gifford House, c.1794

12. Brooks Park

13. Ol d Broadbrooks House, 1810

14. Brooks Block, 1880

14A. Bank Building, c.I85e

15. Solonmon Thacher House, 1840
16. Sewal |l Snow House, 1841

17. U.S. Postoffice, 1960

18. Harwi ch Center Pharnacy, 1964
19. Vacant | ot

20. Vacant |l ot

21. and 22. Gs land, 1968

23. Cyrus Cahoon's Store, 1864
24. lsaiah Eldredge's Store, 1865
25. Jonat han Buck's Shoe Factory, 1866
26. Parsonage, 1899

27. Brooks Acadeny, 1844

28. Sidney Underwood House, 1842
29. Underwood barn, c.| 840

30. Pine Grove Cottage, 1865

31. Storage shed, c.1866

32A. The American House, 1859 =
32B. Simon Thacher House, 1865
32C. Howard Doans House, 1924

33. John Hamer House, 1866

34. Samuel Mayo House, 1865

35. Uphol stery shop, 1920

36. Vacantl ot

37. Roomi ng house, c. 1900

38. Cape Cod Ranch House, c. 1968
39. John Hughes House, 1947

40. Benjam n Robbins House, 1865
41. Celia Ro“gers HuseC-'N'*

42. Capt. Alvin Cahoon Jr. House, 1865
43 Cynthia Brooks House, 1880

44 Recreation Building, 1871

45 Al bro Square, 1844

46 and 47. c. 1840

48.and49. ¢ 1850

50 and 51. ¢. 1950

52 C. 1890

53 and 54. c. 1900
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