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Original use r~asidential
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8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recr eation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural JoL. Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement inventioa
Commerce | ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development -y Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Number 67 Kirkland Street i slocated i nthe Shady Hill
nei ghborhood of Canbridge and i sadjacent t oNvinber 61, the
«former honme of Charles W Eliot, past President of Harvard .
Built i n1861, t hebuilding features heaxagonal slates i n the
.curved |ower mansard roof anda full front porch. The porch has
chanfered posts, andthe dormers above aretopped by jigsaw cornice
boards. The building retains itsoriginal clapboard siding, and
is set back from the road adm dst nunerous trees and shrubs.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Mid Cambridge | |I\'CB 23

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: The Francis J. Childt Duse

Indicate each itemon inventory formv”ich is being continued bel ow

The Francis J. Child House is architecturally significant forits
interesting combination of the Mansard style with the applied gothic
decoration one maght find inan A J. Downing cottage

According to Report Two; Md Canbridge [1860-63] of the Survey
of Architectural History in Canbridge, "Mmnsard roofs appeared frequently
on smaller houses of the period, especiallyon one-story cotitages. Pro-
viding a full second story, the mansard increased the space and comfort
of these nmodest dwellings" (p. 71). The Child House i s conposed of
two mansard roofed blocks, each one symmetrically arranged but both
combined to form an asymmetrical massing. This arrangement is sonmewhat
unusual for the early 1860's which tended to favor nore formal organiza-
tions. . .

Cottage architectureat this time was heavily influenced by the
books of A J. Downing such as Cottage Residences (1842) and The Archi -
tecture of Country Houses (1850). Downing's theories on cottage design
incorporated the picturesque aesthetic characterized by elements of
irregularity, roughness, and variety. Also important were the integra-
tion of the house with i tsnaturat netting and tHe use of ornament to
|animate the cottage facade. Elements of this design influence my be
seen at 67 Kirkland Street. The jigsaw-cut cornice boards are a common
cottage decorative feature. The veranda i s an important neans of |inking
the house to it ssurroundings and the>tall chimey stacks and slender
porch posts enliven the facade and add to itsvariety.

. The Francis J. Child House nmeets criterion C of the Nationa
Regi ster of Historic Places.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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