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Central Corridor Walkup Apartments by the Steinkamps in addition to the Bon Air Flats include
The Kinsey (1905)(NR# 13000937, listed in 2013) at 2415 Maplewood Avenue in the Mt.
Auburn neighborhood, and the four-story LaSalle Apartments on a large corner lot at 3501
Montgomery Road in Evanston (1906). The floor plan of the Bon Air Flats is nearly identical to
that of The Kinsey.

Conclusion

The Bon Air Flats exemplifies patterns of development in Avondale, an inner ring middle-class
Cincinnati suburb during the period from 1895 to 1940, when modestly scaled residential and
commercial buildings predominated. As the introduction of the streetcar line in the 1890s
spurred population growth in the Cincinnati suburb of Avondale, developers seized the
opportunity to construct apartment buildings that appealed to a broad population of the middle-
and upper-middle classes. Before the prevalence of the automobile, these Streetcar Suburb
Apartments were typically located near key streetcar intersections or along major streetcar
arteries such as Reading Road. This trend continued, fueled by population growth after World
War |, as suburban apartment buildings continued to be a desirable housing option. The multi-
family construction boom changed the development pattern of Avondale from an area of large,
splendid single-family dwellings on spacious lots to a more architecturally diverse area with a
rich collection of suburban apartment buildings.

The Bon Air Flats meets Criterion A in the area of community development under the broad
theme of transportation for its association with high-density suburban apartment development in
Avondale during the era of the electric streetcar in the 1890s. The Bon Air Flats clearly reflects
significance within the historic context of “Streetcar Suburb Apartments in Cincinnati 1890-1930
and specifically “Central Corridor Walkup Apartments,” as presented in the MPD, “Apartment
Buildings in Ohio Urban Centers, 1870-1970.” The Bon Air Flats is cited as one of three
handsome Central Corridor Walkup Apartments built around 1900 in Avondale (Gordon, E-39).

The Bon Air Flats sufficiently retains the physical features and level of integrity to serve as an
example of the Streetcar Suburb Apartment Building type identified in the MPD, including
construction between ca. 1890-1910, a location on a side street on a major streetcar route in a
neighborhood at the perimeter of the central city, and a total of six apartments when built. More
specifically, the Bon Air Flats is an excellent example of a Central Corridor Walkup Apartment
Building. Essential characteristics cited in the MPD (Gordon, F-7 and 8) exhibited by The Bon
Air include its three+-story height and generally rectangular plan. The fagade is architecturally
better appointed and dressed in decorative brick. The side elevations are plain common bond
brick with minimal ornamentation and plain lintels and lugsills. For many owners and smaller
investors, this sub-type provided the greatest return on investment (Gordon, F-8).
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