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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This church a a: cars to be -eractlcally unchanged inside and out. 
hixcent for lower few colors .;s :j.:;:u: wooden Miter table recently renlaced,, 
cleaboards are either orieiral or vary old, 'ebth skived joints, fact cried 
with hand-wrought nails,, thickly crusted with ::iany coats of paint.

paneled double front door. Inside, the bo:: pews with ;-<arielcd doors 
and backs, c.nc. the balconies with paneled fronts, as seen throurh a 
window, a^-eear to be oripi^al. Present "ehpdov: shutters "rith :."ovable 
louvres and T-;ooden fans over balcony '.-rindov; arches are obvious late 
19th century addition'- ^ilch poorly fit the openings to which t.'iey 
are applied. The vertical strips running froru sill of lower to head 
of upper windows on either side of each set, seen to have been placed 
solel to rovide fastenin for these shutters.

The building is L6 x 30 feet, has a hewn oak frame with a hipped roof 
and arched two-story windows. All the exterior trim is precise and 
handsome Georgian work.

 In the interior most of halbone's church furniture regains, 
although sonewhat rearranged. The box pews rise some 4 feet from the 
alley floor, and each has a paneled door on H iron hinges. The 
original reading desk and pulpit are still used though the altar 
has been replaced. The proportions of the clear glass windows and 
the galleries suggest the cool interior of St. Paul's, Govent Garden.

Garvan, Anthony h.B., ^^2^2^^^^:

1
The shutters and the vertical strips which were their fastenings 

have been removed recently, so that the exterior of the church has 
returned now to its original appearance (Addendum to the survey record 
for Old Trinity, July 1970). " ~
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Old Tpinity Church is one of the oldest Kpiscopa. 
now standing in the United. States. It was modeled..after 
designed by Peter Karrison King's Chapel in Boston, and 
Church in Kcwport, Rhode Island. It exemplifies the refinement 
characteristic of the distinguished architectural designs of Harris on, 
W:~ose work preceded that of Thomas Jefferson by almost a generation, 
and whose classicism provided a paradigm of good taste in the colonies.

The controversy which preceded the construction of the church 
shows how internal theological differences enriched the religious 
architecture of the colonies. The church was primarily the work of 
Godfrey Kalbone. llalbone was an Anglican and a royalist who had been 
driven by misfortune from Kewport in 1766. Khen he found himself 
about to be bound to pay two hundred pounds for the construction of 
a Puritan church in nearby Pomfret he sought the aid of other Angli­ 
cans in the community.^ llalbone nald most of the costs of erecting 
Old Trinity and supplied the slave laborers who buj.lt it. The site 
of the church i^ras donated by Asariah Adams.

of Connecticut was the first bishop. Built in 1771 here in 
his manor Kingswood, largely by Colonel Godfrey llalbone (Cxon.) 
and modeled after Trinity Church hewport, Rhode Island, under 
which his father was buried, and Kings Chapel, Boston, I-lass. 
where his wife ! s family, the Brinleys had been among the earliest 
worshippers and where Shrimpton Hutchinson, who married his 
sister, had been one of the wardens and who is also buried here. 
The use of the new church In the village suuerceded this in 1866.
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