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Use: Original church

Present church

Ownership:[] Private individual
Private organization pj,o+
Spiritualist Church

Public

Original owner prench congregational

Society

DESCRIPTION:

Date 1887

Source cornerstone

Style vVictorian Gothic

Architect Sam Provost, builder

Exterior wall fabric prick

Qutbuildings

none
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[:] ‘———‘=====7;;' Major alterations (with dates) pgne
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‘choss Moved no Date

- ADProx. acreage__less than ane acre

HIWARD 5T
Recorded by

Marga Webher

Organization_ asgerson Notter Finegold Inc.

Date June, 1981

Setting Set back 30' from street in an

area of mixed use ranging from a boarding

house and commercial buildings to vacant

Research and Descriptions: Antoinette

E. Tomasik, LPVRPC
Assessor's Map #308
UTM Ref: 18/699480/4663410
Springfield South Quadrangle
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Critenia Statement

The French Congregational Church possesses integrity of Location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. Itissignificant for its strong associations with Springfield's
ethnic working class; it is also a fine local example of the Victorian Gothic Style.

It meets criteria A S C Qf the National Register of Historic Places. .

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The First Spiritualist Church is a fine exairple of the style known as high
Victorian Gothic. Various building components are massed together, presenting
a compact, yet highly diversified appearance from all facades. The church is 68 '

feet long by 42 feet wide and is constructed of pressed brick, with trim of East
Longmeadow brownstone.

Three distinct elements are combined to create the front facade. The central
portion is a narrow gable-end building, which projects forward between two towers.
It3 brick facade is interrupted only by five large, Gothic stained-glass windows. . .

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to thedeA'-dopment of the community)

The decades between 1865 and 1915 were a time of great change, growth and
progress in Springfield, and is referred to as Springfield's "Golden Era".
The city's vitality was reflected in its changing physical appearance, its
burgeoning ethnic population and its diversifyingeconomic base. The building
which now houses the First Spiritualist Church was bom into and reflects the
prosperity and attitudes of this time period.

The church was built in 1887. It was designed by a local architect and construc-

ted by Sam Provost, a local  hiiilder. The architecture of the church demonstrated
Soringfield's embrace of the new and modem, elaborate, omamental Victorian Gothic
designs.

Sponsored in large part by Daniel B. Wesson, a Springfieldindustrialist, the
church was constructed for the benefit of a crew of French Canadian Huguenots
who were employed by the Shiith and Wesson Conpany. The prevailing paternalistic
attitude which encouraged such largesse from the industrial sector was plainly
revealed in statements made dxiring the church's dedication. One pastor com-
mented, "The French Canadians need something else than Romanism. |t is our work
to evangelize them. Their ignorance and superstition are almost incredible and
they need looking after almost as much as so-called heathen in China, Japan or
India." (Springfield Daily Republican, June 4, 1888)

In 1909 the French Protestants were forced to give up the church due to declining
membership and lack of a pastor. Mr. Wesson, acting for the church, sold the
buildig to the Congregational Union, a group organized to aid all Congregational
churches in Springfield. The Union sublet the church to various ethnic religious
denominations including aNegro Protestant congregation and an Italian Baptist

BIBLIOGR-"PHY and/or REFERENCES ' ' !
Research and Text by Antoinette Tomasik, Tower Pioneer Valley Regional Planning
Commission
Sources:
Springfield Repxt>lican, June 4, 1888, p. 6
King, Moses, King's Handbook of Springfield, 1884, p. 196.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Three smaller windows are in the gable. A comice of angled, vertically-
aligned bricks flirther distingxiishes the front. Two towers flank this main section.

The east tower, the smaller of the two, is capped by an octagonal spire roof.

At the tower's base is a narrow entrance porch with shingled pediment cind carved
wooden trim. The 68-foot west tower is perhaps the most striking feature of the
building, both in terms of its height and its design. This tower has a pyramidal
roof and much decorative, reliefed brickwork along the cornice and around the
louvered bell windows. The church's main entrance is at the base of this tower.
The entrance is larger, but otherwise identical to the east entrance.

Hie true bulk of the church only becomes evident as the side elevations become
visible—an mexpected development in view of the front facade's illusion of com-
pactness. The narrow central portion of the front facade blossoms out behind the
towers to the front's filLl width. Both the east and west facades are dominated
by the fenestration—Ilarge, evenly spaced, pointed arch windows—and by the
multi-planed, multi-colored slate roof.

The large Gothic windows are important as a unif/ing design element. Most of the
windows which grace the facade and the towers are glazed with central panes of
translucent glass, bordered by small squares of colored glass. In contrast, the
windows on the side elevations are stained glass memorial windows. Each of these
windows is dedicated to a former Spiritualist Church member and incorporates a
sunflower motif. Ihe sunflower symbolizes the Spirtitualist creed, "Spiritualism
lights the way".

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:
- . group. In 1919, the church was purchased by members of the First Spiritualist

Society. This group dates back to 1850, when it Wds known as the Spiritualist Union
and was housed at Gill's Hall on Main Street at Bridge Street. The Society had

no written creed, but believed that "it is better to love humanity than God."
They believe in the revelation of science rather than 'so-called' revelations of
the Christian bible." (King, p. 196) The Church has remained in continuous use

by the First Spirtiualist Church since 1919.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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