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294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number --------
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SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Area Form no. 

3000 130 

1 ....--Town Springfield 

1 L Address 33-37 Bliss St~ 
I 

1 l--- Historic Name French Congregational Church ; 
<::::;" (os~ n r.) 

church 

Ownership: CJ Private individual 
Private organization First 
Spiritual j st C)rnrch 

Original owner French Congregational 
Society 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1887 

Source cornerstone 

Style Victorian Gothic 

Archi t ect Sam Provost, builder 

Exterior wal 1 fabric brick l _ Outbuildings ---'~=~-------
? T?JC,k~R. 1!>(;€ . 

D 

8 D' 
~ 

"' 
~ 

-

I ~ 

_CS 
Recorded by_~Mga~r~g~oL....UW~e~h~h~e~r _______ _ 

Organization Anderson N9tter Finegold Inc. 

Date June 1981 
Research_ and Descriptions : Antoinette 
E. To.masik, LPVRPC 

Major alterations (with dates)~0~· a~n~e;:_ __ _ 

Moved no _...:.:.;::__ _______ _ Date ____ _ 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting Set back 30' from street j n an 

area of mixed use ranging from a boarding _ 

house and conmercial buildings to vacant 
lots and a garage. 

Assessor's Map #308 
UTM Ref: 18/699480/4663410 
Springfield South Quadrangle 

(St aple additional sheets here) 
-:• __ _ 



A} 
Cri t e n i a Sta tement 

The French Congrega t i ona l Church possesses i n t e g r i t y of Loca t i on , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s s t rong assoc ia t i ons w i t h S p r i n g f i e l d ' s 
e thn i c work ing c l a s s ; i t i s a l so a f i n e l o c a l example of the V i c t o r i a n Gothic S t y l e . 
I t meets c r i t e r i a A S C Qf the Na t iona l Reg i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. • 

• V • -,' * 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings wi th in community) 

The F i r s t S p i r i t u a l i s t Church i s a f i n e exairple o f the s t y l e known as h i g h 
V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c . Var ious b u i l d i n g components are massed t o g e t h e r , p r e s e n t i n g 
a compact, ye t h i g h l y d i v e r s i f i e d appearance f rom a l l facades. The church i s 68 ' 
f e e t l o n g b y 42 f e e t wide and i s c o n s t r u c t e d o f pressed b r i c k , w i t h t r i m o f East 
Longmeadow brownstone. 

Three • d i s t i n c t elements are combined t o c rea te the f r o n t facade. The c e n t r a l 
p o r t i o n i s a narrow gable-end b u i l d i n g , which p r o j e c t s fo rward between two towers . 
I t 3 b r i c k facade i s i n t e r r u p t e d o n l y by f i v e l a r g e , Gothic s t a ined -g la s s windows. . . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the'deA'-elopment of the community) 

The decades between 1865 and 1915 were a t ime o f grea t change, growth and 
progress i n S p r i n g f i e l d , and i s r e f e r r e d t o as S p r i n g f i e l d ' s "Golden E ra" . 
The c i t y ' s v i t a l i t y was r e f l e c t e d i n i t s changing p h y s i c a l appearance, i t s 
burgeoning e thn ic p o p u l a t i o n and i t s d i v e r s i f y i n g economic base. The b u i l d i n g 
which now houses the F i r s t S p i r i t u a l i s t Church was b o m i n t o and r e f l e c t s the 
p r o s p e r i t y and a t t i t u d e s o f t h i s t ime p e r i o d . 

The church was built in 1887. It was designed by a local architect and construc­
ted by Sam Provost, a local biiilder. The architecture of the church demonstrated 
Springfield's embrace of the new and modem, elaborate, omamental Victorian Gothic 
designs. 

Sponsored i n l a rge p a r t by Danie l B. Wesson, a S p r i n g f i e l d i n d u s t r i a l i s t , the 
church was cons t ruc ted f o r the b e n e f i t o f a crew o f French Canadian Huguenots 
who were employed by t h e Shiith and Wesson Conpany. The p r e v a i l i n g p a t e r n a l i s t i c 
a t t i t u d e which encouraged such largesse f r o m the i n d u s t r i a l s ec to r was p l a i n l y 
revea led i n statements made dxir ing the church ' s d e d i c a t i o n . One p a s t o r com­
mented, "The French Canadians need something else than Romanism. I t i s our work 
t o evangel ize them. T h e i r ignorance and s u p e r s t i t i o n are almost i n c r e d i b l e and 
they need l o o k i n g a f t e r almost as much as s o - c a l l e d heathen i n China, Japan or 
I n d i a . " ( S p r i n g f i e l d D a i l y Republ ican, June 4 , 1888) 

I n 1909 the French P ro te s t an t s were f o r c e d t o g ive up t h e church due t o d e c l i n i n g 
membership and lack o f a p a s t o r . Mr. Wesson, a c t i n g f o r the church , s o l d the 
b u i l d i g t o the Congrega t iona l Union, a group organized t o a i d a l l Congregat ional 
churches i n S p r i n g f i e l d . The Union s u b l e t t h e church t o va r ious e t h n i c r e l i g i o u s 
denominations i n c l u d i n g a Negro P r o t e s t a n t congregat ion and an I t a l i a n B a p t i s t . . . 

BIBLIOGR-^PHY and/or REFERENCES ' ' . ' 
Research and Text by A n t o i n e t t e Tomasik, Tower Pioneer V a l l e y Regional P lanning 

Commission 
Sources: 

i . . S p r i n g f i e l d Repx±>lican, June 4 , 1888, p . 6 
K i n g , Moses, K ing ' s Handbook o f S p r i n g f i e l d , 1884, p . 196. 

' Z : • • • ''' ' ••• 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcsn 

CorBiBjnity: Fom No: 

S p r i n g f i e l d 130 

P r o p e r t y Name: French congrega t iona l 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

. . . Three s m a l l e r windows are i n the gab le . A c o m i c e o f ang led , v e r t i c a l l y -
a l i g n e d b r i c k s f \ i r t h e r d i s t i ngx i i shes the f r o n t . Two towers f l a n k t h i s main s e c t i o n . 

The east tower , the s m a l l e r o f t h e two, i s capped by an octagonal s p i r e r o o f . 
At the t ower ' s base i s a narrow entrance porch w i t h s h i n g l e d pediment cind carved 
wooden t r i m . The 6 8 - f o o t west tower i s perhaps t h e most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e o f the 
b u i l d i n g , bo th i n terms o f i t s h e i g h t and i t s des ign . This tower has a py ramida l 
r o o f and much d e c o r a t i v e , r e l i e f e d b r i c k w o r k a long the co rn ice and around the 
louvered b e l l windows. The church ' s main entrance i s a t the base o f t h i s tower . 
The entrance i s l a r g e r , b u t o therwise i d e n t i c a l t o the east en t rance . 

Hie t r u e b u l k o f the church on ly becomes e v i d e n t as t h e s ide e l e v a t i o n s become 
v i s i b l e — a n mexpec ted development i n view o f the f r o n t facade ' s i l l u s i o n o f com­
pactness . The narrow c e n t r a l p o r t i o n o f the f r o n t facade blossoms out behind the 
towers t o the f r o n t ' s f i l L l w i d t h . Both the east and west facades are dominated 
by t h e f e n e s t r a t i o n — l a r g e , evenly spaced, p o i n t e d arch windows—and by the 
m u l t i - p l a n e d , m u l t i - c o l o r e d s l a t e r o o f . 

The l a r g e Gothic windows are i m p o r t a n t as a u n i f / i n g design element. Most o f the 
windows which grace the facade and the towers are glazed w i t h c e n t r a l panes o f 
t r a n s l u c e n t g l a s s , bordered by s m a l l squares o f c o l o r e d g l a s s . I n c o n t r a s t , the 
windows on the s ide e l e v a t i o n s are s t a i n e d glass memorial windows. Each o f these 
windows i s ded ica ted to a former S p i r i t u a l i s t Church member and inco rpo ra t e s a 
s u n f l o w e r m o t i f . Ihe s u n f l o w e r symbolizes the S p i r t i t u a l i s t creed, " S p i r i t u a l i s m 
l i g h t s the way". 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

. - . group. I n 1919, the church was purchased by members o f the F i r s t S p i r i t u a l i s t 
S o c i e t y . This group dates back t o 1850, when i t Wcis known as the S p i r i t u a l i s t Union 
and was housed a t G i l l ' s H a l l on Main S t r e e t a t Br idge S t r e e t . The Soc ie ty had 
no w r i t t e n creed, b u t b e l i e v e d t h a t " i t i s b e t t e r t o love humanity than God." 
They b e l i e v e i n the r e v e l a t i o n o f science r a t h e r than ' s o - c a l l e d ' r e v e l a t i o n s o f 
the C h r i s t i a n b i b l e . " ( K i n g , p . 196) The Church has remained i n continuous use 
by the F i r s t S p i r t i u a l i s t Church s ince 1919. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



. , n O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

htHatf S t a t M Dt>«iUii«nt «< 1 
tatianal Prntk tarrtea 

£VALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

French Congregational Church (Downtown Springfield  
MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working N4. zAA^^jy^^yU^ 
Fmd. R«g. Data: 
Data Dua- /x/»A ^ - / VJ^V^P-^ 

Action: ACCEPT-
raaubmiasion 
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest 

_Uirt»ETU R M / V ^ V / 
R E J E C T 

Fadaral Agancy: 

i! appeal NR decision 

Raviawar'a commants: 

Racom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for; .technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
a Iteration 8/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

)(10. O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

UWTI 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
•« Ma pupi 1̂ mmtn 9m MM> to: 

I daw loe«' 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
." Photographs 
. Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Qinn«>H ( ^ " y ^ ^ A A ^ - ^ ^ ^ n. tP y ^ / A P ^ / j j ^ p^^^g . 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Form 10-900-a 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS UM only 
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Continuation sheet item numljer Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ingf i e ld MiilM'ple Rpsnurre Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

'41. Colonia l Block 

-42. McKinney Building 

^43. Bangs Block 

^4. Burbach Block 

45. Apremont Triangle Historic 
D i s t r i c t 

45. WCA Boarding House 

1̂ 7̂  French Congregational 
Church 

L48. St. Joseph's Church 

Milton-Bradley Company 

50. 

Entered In the 
vnMonqi P<̂ /ri8ter 'Peeper 

Attest 
Entered In fEs 
National Register fiteeper 

_ Attest 
Entered In tSf 
National Eeglater ÎCeeper 

Attest 

Enfereil Tn fEe fKeeper 
National Eeglator ' 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

ÎZ'Keeper 

Attest 

(̂ "Keeper 

Attest 

-̂ l̂ eeper 

Attest 

Iluustaatlsa Eesioi 

Entered In 
National Register 

ÎntGreS In tEa 
National Beglster 

.... 1 in tha 
Natlojoal Begiater. 

. . . j d i n t l i 0 

Natlojaaj. JLegSa-bas 
^̂ 'fTeeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 



w N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

>M«e StatM 
tloMl Paft Serrte* 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHE 

French Congregational Church 
(Downtown Spr ingf ie ld MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
_____ nomination by parson or local govarnmant 

ownar objaction 
eppaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: . ^ s a m p l e raquest 

Working No. •/ya yi i- - ift. r 

Fad. Reg. Date: 
D a t a Dua- ^ / / A ? 

Act ion: - I T A C C E P T . 
Entered In tfie R E T U R N . 
National Register R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

A^Air> 

appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipllna 
Data 

aea continuation sheet 

• Nomination raturnad for; . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 
d T t -»c 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-epplicable cr i tar ia 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
ralationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
othar 

9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

IP Mini • 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed . . Date, Phone: 202 272 - 35 
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