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1. Name of Property
historic name Congregation Adath Jeshurun

other names/site number  First Haitian Baptist Church

2. Location

street & number_ 397 Blue Hill Avenue not for publication
city or town (Roxbury) Boston vicinity
state IWassachusetts code MA county Suffoll< code 025 zip code 02121

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*“omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
d”reets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide [Really. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sigoature of certifying official/Title Judith B. Mgjbonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Presen/ation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Néjiomal Parl< Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
A entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Congregation Adath Jeshurun
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion /church
Education / church school

Auditorium / hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesgue Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk. Mass.
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
, structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion / church
Edcuation / church school

Auditorium / hall

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls brick

roof slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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% Architectural Significance ' .,

Adath Jeshurun is an adgptation by adigparate immigrant group of architectural styles tofit not
only areligion but a culture. It was acollaboration between the Jewish founders of the congregation, a
Chrigtian Scientist architect, aJewish builder and his 24 year old son who had just graduated from the
Harvard School of Architecture in 1905.

It isan exceptiond architectural statement of an unusud use of Romanesgue tyles and
polychromatic brick. It takescommon ecclesiagticad forms and molds them into not only a religious
building , but aunique socid certer.

Its prominent siting, scde and massing makesit the mogt significant building on Blue Hill
Avenue.

The Hakdah, or Jewish law, did regulate certain agpects of the synagogue.

» There must be windows 90 that the supplicant can s the sky, the sight of which wasto inspire
reverence and devotion.

» The entrancewas to be placed on the eest Sde facing Jerusalem, reminiscent of the ancient
practice in Isradl.

» The ark should be on the eesternwall s0 congregates will pray in the direction of Jerusdlem.

* The building should be on the highest spot and be the tallest building in the community.

Architect Fred Norcross, designed Adath Jeshurun in the Romanesgue Reviva style in which the
round arch isthe dominant stylistic motif. Lacking an architectura tradition, Jews borrowed the building
yles from existing secular forms with which they were familiar with in Europe: town halsand
monaderies The Romaneque style dso distinguished the synagogue from Christian churches which
were usudly in the English Gothic style. The style dso implied that the Hebrews were European and not
exotic Levantines. Moreimportantly, Kaufman astutdy notesthat the Romanesgue style " reflected the

(continued)
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immigrant origins of the ethnic church," particularly " the parish churchesof the immigrant Catholic
churchesdesigned by Patrick C Kedey " and others.

The single mogt distinctive feature of Adath Jeshurun - which makesit the most significant and
imposing structure on BlueHill Avenue- are the twin towers. Not only do they soer 84 feet above the
Avenue, but the yellow brick trim makes them ssam even higher. These towers have the precedent of the
gegples of a Chrigtian church, as Kaufman states. The finest synagoguein Americaa the timewas the
magnificent Temple Emanu-El built in New Y ork City in 1868. The temple - designed by Leopold Eidlitz
- isdominated by twin towers with Romanesque colonettes

The towers dso have roots in the tradition of the fortress synagogue. On the Russan and
Ukranian frontiers where Jaws were forced to live, atacks on them were common and bloody. The
synagogue - like the 17th century garrison house - was d<o built as afort. It had solid wallsand towers
which served as lookouts and gaols. The towers of Adath Jeshurun have suggegtionsof battlements in the
corbe frieze of pand brick beow the gable and dome.

The copper covered iron Moorish domes on eech tower are clear reminders of the Middle Eagtern
roots of the faith, and are the feature by which the immigrant synagogueis set apart from the careful
design of the assimilationist congregation of Adath Isragl. The domes are more subtle than was originally
planned. The front elevation published in the Boston Sunday Herald of May 7, 1905 shows the domes to
betdler. The emerging Jewish community of Roxbury built an imposing building but was hesitant to
gand out too much. So they kept the " foreign™ iconography on the street facades to a minimum.

In keeping with the Haakah, the synagogue faces due eedt. It was built on amain sreet of the
community and towers over every other building around it. But it was not built on the highest point in the
community; that location would have been a the intersection of Blue Hill Avenue and Washington Street.

In the interior, the bimah and the ark face eedt, but are located within the wesfwall. This meant
that the cantor and rabbi hed to tum their backsto the eedt - to Jarusdlem - when reading the Torah. This
(continued)
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adaptation of synagogue law and American culture was not new. Thefirst break with tradition was in the
soond temple of Ohabal Shalom. 1n 1863 it bought and converted aformer Universalist Church across
the greet from itsfirst synagogue. In that remodeling the ark faced westward.

The structure meeaures 68 feet on itsfront a Blue Hill Avenueand is 140 feet long on Brunswick
Street. 1t is69 feet high from the sdewak to the roof beam at itshighest point. The gabled facade is
flanked by twin symmetrica towers 84 feet high, topped with domes made of galvanized iron and covered
with copper. The Jewish Sar, or Magen David, aso of iron and copper, isddicately badanced on a
pinnacle on the crown of each dome The Star istwo feet high.

The foundation and entrance porch was built of block granite block. The wallswere built of load
bearing brick from 16 to 20 inches thick. The gable roof was laid with date as well as the shed roof above
the interior aides.

Norcross used the architecturd language of the Romanesgue Revival in different ways at Adath
Jeshurun. Itisabuilding intended to stand out. Thetwin towers, which are 21 feet square, are st doseto
the greet and capped with Moorish domes they can be seen aquarter of amile away. The domes havea
redius a the bege of 15 feet. But what ismog digtinctive istheyellow brick trim againg dark red walls
which frames every architectura feature of the building. Quoinsof yellow brick run up the four comers of
each tower andframethe huge arched rosette windows on the front and side elevations. The corbel table
on the gegp gable above the tall round arch front window and at the top of the towers below the domes
ae dso of ydlow brick, al of which givesthe feeling of great height. Thetowers are connected by a
corbdl table of yellow brick onwhich rests the frame of the window. Theyellow brick corbe table dso
connects five sandgone arch gpandrels which rest on Corinthian columns cut dso from sandstone. These
arches are the main entrance to the sanctuary.

The use of yellow brick againg red brick walls isequaly dramatic on the Sde elevations,
particularly dong Bmnswick Street. Herethe facade is broken up into six bays by coliimns of projected
(continued)
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yelow brick. The bays are connected-by ayelow brick corbd table at the cornice line. Within each bay
aretall arched windowsfr amedwith quains

A low brick bax of red brick trimmed with ydlow brick at the end of the Sxth bay isthe vegtibule
entrancethat leads directly to the offices, kitchen and social hall; dthough every athe section of part the
building can be accessed aswell. Thedoar isframed in ydlow brick as well asthe quoinsThis
unimpressve box isthe prindpal entranceto the social salon called Bmnswick Hall which Noroross
desgned to appear dmog like a separate building.

A gabled roaof isflanked by two narrow chimney towers that extend to jugt a little above the roof
line made of ydlow brick reieved by agrip of recessed red brick. Centered in thered brick wall isa
massive tall arch window which grows aut of the basement. It dominates the Bmnswick Street devation
because it isthe only featurein a widewall of red brick. It isamuch likethe window on the Blue Hill
Avenue facade and likeit isframedin ydlow brick. Two squares of Snglered bricksin a pand of ydlow
brick sgparate the round arch window from the square basament windows which allow light into the
offices dightly bdow the grade of the dregt. A short trench separ ates the basament fr omthe sdewalk.

Although Romanexque Revival in style, Adath Jeshumn mogly ignores the horizontal massng of
that form except for thefivespandrd archesin thefront. Thisisavertical building; Romaneque-
Gothic. Thetowers are madeto appear even taller by the ydlow brick trim, which also lightens the mass
of the building. The gegp gable the exterior amctural buttresses on the Bmnswick Stregt devation, the
narrow chimneys of Bmnswick Hall and thetall round arch windows all lead the eye and the sirit
upwards to God.

The tower s provide access to thewaomen's galleries in the sanctuary and light on the Sairwdlsis
provided by vertical grip windows on two sdes of each tover capped with around arch of red pand
brick. Thewindows are divided into thirds and each band has within it two round arch windows in the
shape of the tablets of the Ten Commandments

(continued)
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itsgraight route from Dudley Sreat t© Mattapan Square and thereisvery little st badk of the building,
only enough for the entrance porch. Its perpendicular sStemakesit almogt an urban church. It uses the
topography well to bresk up the interior paces Bmnswick Sreat dopesupward from BlueHill Avenue
and the building sts bdow grade The basament levd ishigh. Entranceto the sanctuary isby a gone
porch with a flight of 2egps on each ddethat lead to arecesssd gallery framed by thefive connecting
arches Thearchesres on Corinthian columnsof sandsone

Accessto the basament isby a door built into the center of the gregt wall of the porch. Wooden
swing door's carved with Jewish Sars- ance replaced - lead to along corridor along which were
organized the directorsoffice, banquet hall, dassroomsand the bet ha midrash; all of which were
completdy sgparatefr omthe main sancuary above The porch has aubtle eye level decorations of the
Jewish Sar and Lion of Judah. Thesewere cutfr omthe blocks of graniteand aredightly raised. They are
the only suggegtion to the passrby that thiswas nat a Chrigian church. Although a brash building in
every atha way, Jewswere gill a minority in Roxbury and Dorcheser and they wer e apprehensve about
calling too much attention to themsdves So the iconogr aphy was kept subtle and mogtly on the gable and
tower domes

Three Jewish Sarswereaso aut in gained glassin thetop curve of the rosettewindow on Blue
Hill Avenue The presant congregation removed theam with theres of the window during the 1983
renovationsto the building.

Interior

Adath Jeshumn isa drong and solid brick building from the main gregt- indeed it is one of the
largest brick buildings in Roxbury today. The interior isdiginguished by richly carved wood panding and
complex plage work attributed to the craftaman David Krokyn.

The synagogueis divided into uppe and lower paces Therichly ornamented” ceremonia upper
synagogue is devated to the sanctuary and social hall; while the basament leve containsthe bet ha
(continued)
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midrash, banquet hall, director'soffice and classsooms. A long horizonta hall and stairwell dividesthe
sanctuary fromthe socid hall. Both upper and lower synagogue are entered by the ceremonia stone front
porch which projectsfrom the building's Blue Hill Avenue facade.

Heavy oak doors st into the street level of the porch was the entranceto the lower synagogue.
After passng through asmall vegtibule with two sde roomswhich were originally bathrooms, ancther st
of swing doors - till in place - opened out to a40 foot long corridor, 14 feet wide. The banquet hall and a
classoom were on the | eft and the gpacious director's of fice and the bet ha midrash ontheright sde. The
largest rooms were the banquet hall and the bet ha midrash. Natural light once entered from tall windows
in basement wall; all but one of these were bricked up in the 1988 renovation. The former bet hamidrash
still retains the origina wooden high backed pews, raised platform and reading and. At the end of the
corridor, athird sat of swing doors leeds to ahdlway spanning the building'swidth with stairwells a each
end. Thexe gairs lead to the upper synagogue: the sanctuary, women's galleries and the socid hall.

There isno center door to the synagogue. Entrance is from sde doors in the towers. Worshippers
walk up the gepsfrom the sdewak and tum to the right or left, through the recessed arcaded portico
framed by the five arch spandrd, to the entrance doors. Thewall behind the portico isfenestrated by
three pair of round archwindows s&t at eye level providing light to the vestibule inside. The centra bank
of windows isframed on each side by marble tablets. These are one of the most unique features of any
church in Bogton and are not found on any other synagogue. These tablets in the shgpe of the Ten
Commeandments were carved with the datesof the incorporation of the congregation, the dedication of the
building and the names of the officers and the founders. At the bottom are two Jewish Stars. TTie tablets
on the left have been painted over but the paint is chipping to reved bitsof carved inscription.

Within the towers are wooden gairs leading to the women's galleries. Thetop of the north tower
contained awomen's toilet facility and the south tower hed the rabbi's office. The north tower interior is
more plainly dressed of wood. In contrat, the interior of the south tower has amarble floor and wrought
iron rail banigers. After entering the synagogue, women and children would climb to their seetsin the
horseshoe shagped gdllery while the menwould enter the main sanctuary through one of three sets of

(continued)
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swing doors. one each Sde aide and the third to the center aide. The center door was built into along and
narrow vestibule where coatswould be hung and boots stored during services. The sanctuary is 60 feet
long and 34 feet wide. 1tis44 feet high from floor to the center of the ceiling.

Entering through the center doors, worshipperswould face an enormous round arch reredos 32
feet high st in the west wall with three points: a the center and on eech side. It reechesfrom the floor to
avad barrd vault ceiling. The reredos and the ceiling areframedby plaster and wood decorations
featuring Classicd motifsof garlands and shells. Today this ornamentd trim ispainted in arich dark gold
providing a stunning contrast to the bright white curved ceiling and walls.

The reredos isavery symmetrica design with alunette baanced on three arches, the columns of
which are draped with garlands. The arches spring from adentiled cornice. Nestled in palm branches
benegth the centra arch isan open book representing the Five Booksof Moses. Raised seashdl designs
resting on narrow double bands are in the flanking arches containing recessed niches.

On the crown of the lunette isa plasterwork detail of aharp and scroll which crestesavertica
fed to the reredos when sitting in the sanctuary seets The background of the lunette contains a freshly
repainted soene of Mt Sinai.

The stunning centerpiece of the lunette is alarge raisedframeof thick plaster st ona low
entablature in which are st marble tablets painted in Hebrew with the Ten Commandments. The tablets
are framed by gold leaf plaster decorated with garlands and surmounted by aplaster crown. When the
reredoswas originaly built, flanking Lions of Judah were painted on either side of the tablets giving the
illusion that the Laws were being supported by these two guardians.

The lighting fixture above the open Books of Maseswasthe Ner Tamid, or Everlasting Light that
would have illuminated the ark of the Torah. Thelight isstill in place.  The Torah isthe handwritten
parchment scroll which contains the Books of Moses the most sacred of Jewish religious objects. The

(continued)
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Torah was kept in the ark, or Okon Hakodesh, afinely carved cabinet st into the reredos a the level of
the bimah or reeding platform. The ark was built into thewall directly undernegth the Ten
Commandments.

The ark has been removed, but still visible today are the holders which contained the six Torahs
owned by the congregation. Flanking the ark set in row concave niches of the reredos were two high back,
round arch heavy ok chairs in which the cantor, rabbi and other dignitarieswould sit. The chairsremain
today and are st in the center if the platform which extends out from the reredos. Thisraised platform
was called the bimah. It was dways built in or near the center of the sanctuary of the synagogue and was
used for the reading of the Torah. The bimah was beautifully made of carved and turned white oek with a
railing. Flanking the reredos are twotall projecting boxes that extend above the ark. Thesewere (and
ae) endosed heating ventilation sysems They originally had carved wood panding that matched the ark
and were cgpped with glass domes

A richly modeled comice, of dentils and egg and dart design, pulls off from the lunette of the
reredos and encircles the entire hall of the sanctuary to the round arch rosette window on the eest wall. It
connects twelve archesresting on Corinthian capped columns which supports the barrel vault ceiling. The
twelve arches and the twelve bays they cregte - six on aside - represant the twelvetribes of Isradl.

The arcade rests on the supports of the galleries. There are twelve columns, 10 feet gpart and six
on asde, with Corinthian capitas. Waist high carved white oak pands are st between the arches to block
any sight of the women by anyone seated on the bimah or in the sanctuary. The comice and the insgdes of
the arches are painted adark reddish brown that isin striking contrast againg the stark white walls.

Above each arch at the base of the barrel vault ceiling are twelve sats of twin arch windows,
representing the twelve tribes as well as the tablets of law. Although boarded up today, they were
intended to provide dramatic overhead naturd light that would come down in narrow shafts on days of
clear sunshine. Light to the gdlerieswas provided by half moon windows st dlong the floor of thetop
platform of the seating area. A few still have their original stained glass.

(continued)
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Adath Jeshumn was a modem synagogue in that it took full advantage of eectricity in al of its
goaces The sanctuary was lit by three huge éectric light chanddiers st into the barrd vault ceiling.
Three chanddiers till providelight today but gppeer to be from the 1930's. The clerestory windows, the
galey windows, thetall windows - till with original sained glass- st dongthe sdewallsof theade
and the tall arch rosette window onthe eest wall are reminders of the time when natural light wasall that
was available.

Between 1936 and 1944 three bronze memorid plagues measuring five feet square were ingalled
to honor the founders and members of the congregation. On the right of each namewas asmall light that
would be illuminated on the anniversary of that member's degth. Two of the most significant founding
members had separate plagues, Nathan Pinansky and George Wyner.

The synagogue could sit 1200 people. Long wooden pews carved of red oak linethe main
sanctuary, the aidesand the gdleries. Thesestill exist today. The same pews can still be seen in the bet ha
midrash. The ends are carved with tablets in low relief.

To maintain traditional Jewish vaues, Adath Jeshumn included not only a sanctuary but a social
hall as well. Although common in Catholic and Protestant churches, it was adeparture in synagogue
architecture in that it was built into the ssmcture of the synagogue.

Cdled Bmnswick Hall, the center was sat perpendicular to the sanctuary and separated by along
hall, measuring 64 feet long and 34 feet wide. The kasher kitchen, rabbi's office and lavatories were built
bdow the hall. Brunswick Hall was planned for weddings, bar mitzvahs, dinners and dancesfor the
synagogue as well as for the Jewish community as awhole. It was remodded in the mid 1930s The
ceiling isflat and the wall pandiing ismolded in art deco stylewith low relief columns on top of which
d inlow relief isthe Jewish Star. Each end of the hall had a huge rosette window. A stagewss built at
the south end of the hall.

(continued)
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There werethree large identiod stained glass windows in Adath Jeshumn; one waas placed in the
arch of the eest window overlooking Blue Hill Avenue before it was removed during the 1988
remodeling. Thiswasstill inplace, dbeit broken in sections, in 1985. Thetwo that remain are both whedl
windows in Brunswick Hall. Each is 13 feet in diameter with eight petas around afour foot diameter
whedl. They are strongly bessd on the architecture of the building and fit thewall very well. Theorigina
plan shows aJewish Slar mede of glassin the center of the wheel. The organic design of the window
includesflowersand vines cregted of textured and opdescant glass; thefl owersand vines motif ether
replaced the Sar during alater remodeling by the congregation or was dropped when the window weas
mede.

Thetype of design and the glass used was very popular between 1835 and 1910; itisaclassic
example of Edwardian Eradecoration of public buildingsin the first decade of the 20th century. Itisa
syle cregted a5 a public gatement not aspiritual one. Thewindowsfit in with the taste of the day in
which the synagogue was built; indeed the style isstill popular. The variegated green and blue glass
indicatesthat it isdefinitely American made.

A grenuous fiind raising effort by the First Haitian Baptist Church was begun in the mid 1980sto
repair the old building. In August of 1988, $90,000 had been raised and the building permit was issuedin
October of 1988. Renovation and repairs of the exterior took place between 1989 and 1990 in amogt
respectful way to the integrity of the original architecture. The dateroof of the nave was repaired and the
agphdt shingles onthe roof over the aides were replaced. All the windowswere reset and waterproofed
and the brickwork repointed and deaned. The decaying copper on the domes was replaced or cleaned.

The clerestory windows in the barrel vault ceiling were boarded over as were all but one of the basement

windows. The small eye level windows on the street leve of the porch were blocked up. The old swing

and roll up doors a the street leve of the porch were removed and anew roll up meta security gate

ingaled. The most significant changewas the removal of the origina rosewindow of the eest facade,

which had badly decayed over time. Theframe was repaired and a new window created of glazed glass,

opague pands and colored glassin arosatte shape gpplied to the interior of the window. In contrast al the
(continued)
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glasswere repaired, vandd resgant guard was placed over the original stained glass window facing
Brunswick Street.

In the interior, the original carved Torah ark and reading sand were removed by the synagogue
leedership in 1967. The mogt dramatic change has been the painting done over the last three decades
which hes obliterated the original wall and ceiling murals. The painting of Mount Sinai was added by the
church in the lunette of the reredos

The most significant interior change hes been the remodeling of the rooms at the Bmnswick
Street entrance. Offices have bean built in what were originally the men'sand ladies lounges and coat
room designed to sarve Bmnswick Hall. The kitchen remains but it is smdler and has modem day

appliances.

All the original rooms in the basament are intact except for the banquet room which has bean
divided into dassrooms with plywood partitions. The church dies not use these rooms very often because
Sunday school isheld in the upper auditorium before the main services. Tuesday and Friday evening
Bible study ishdd in the former bet ha midrash.

The only dramatic change on the exterior isthe remova of the large stained glasswindow on the
Blue Hill AvenuefaQade. The frame of the original window remains, but half of it has been carefully
boarded over and painted red and the glass has been made much smdler. It the church desired and funds
were available, the window could be reproduced from the design of the original windowsthat are still
intact in Brunswick Hall.

(end)
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IL Statement of Significance.

It isimpossble to tracethe history of Boston Jewry inits period of grestest growth between 1910
and 1950 without astudy of Congregation Adath Jeshurun, the first synagogue in Boston built by
Orthodox ghetto Jaws of Eagtern Europe. |t demongratesthe immense determination of impoverished
immigrants gpesking only Yiddish, Polish or Russan, who madefortunes and used their wedlth to creete a
community of their own. The synagoguewas the first to be built by and for Jawson their own land in
their own community. Jewish homes budnesses, schools and other synagoguesfollowed the
congregation; within 20 years Roxbury, Dorchester and Mattgpan included the largest Jewish community
in New England. Out of that congregation aso grew afoster home for Jewish children, a Jewish owned
bank, Beth Israel Hospitd and Hebrew Teachers College, all of which still exist.

The word synagogue comesfrom the Gresk meaning " assembly”. Inthe 6th century BC, the
Babylonians destroyed the temple built by Solomon in Jamnsdem and deported the Jews They became
disoriented , but convened informally. For the Jaw in exile the synagogue became a place of comfort, of
asembly, as well as worship. By the first century AD, the synagogue had emerged as an institution that
was a the very center of Jewish religiousand socid life. It was adirect rejronse to the demand in Exodus
25; 8" And let them meke Me asanctuary that | may dwell among them . For the Russian Jawsin exile
in Roxbury, Adath Jeshumn would be sanctuary in a strange land as well as areligious center of
commund Jewish life.

Because Jaws had been long excluded from craft guildsand trade schools in Eastern Europe, there
were no conventiona architectura styles. Some badic preceptshad evolved over time, however. The 14th
century Spanish Jaw Profiat Duran gated that "The House of Learning should be beautiful and pleasing
in structure. This increesss the desirefor learning and strengthensthe memory because the viewing of
pleasing forms and ... reliefs regjoices the heart.”

The first synagogue in Boston was built in 1852 for Congregation Ohabal Shdom a 73 Warren
Street in the South End. It was desgned in the Itdianate style popular in pattern books such as The
(continued) * *
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Architecture of Country Houses published in 1850 by Andrew Jackson Downing. As David Kaufman
notes, it was an incongpicuous building closaly modded on the only other synagogue in New England, the
Tuoro Synagogue of 1763 in Newport Rhode Idland. It bore no outside symbols suggesting a Jewish
house of worship.

Congregation Adath Jeshumn - the name means House of the Flock of the Righteous - emerged
from acommunity of Eagern Europeen Jews who initially settled in Boston's North End. These Jews
were mostly Russian and strictly Orthodox. On October 4,1887 one of the earliest Orthodox synagogues
of this immigrant community was formed in rented goace a 287 Hanover Street near Fleet Street. 1 1888,
the congregation purchased and remodded the old Homefor Little Wanderers at the end of Baldwin
Place, off Sdem Stredt, dso in the North End. It was transformed into a beautiful synagogue called
Congregation Beth Israd. Among the founders were four men who would creete Adath Jeshumn: Nathan
Pinanski, Coleman Levin, David Krokyn and Josgpoh Rudnick. Krokyn was First Vice Presdent of this
synagogue. Hewas a building contractor who would congmct Adath Jeshumn. AsDavid Kaufman writes
in The Jaws of Bogton (Northeastern University Press, 1995), Baldwin Flace would become the shulhgff,
or synagogue court, of the North End Jewish community for the next 30 years. Out of it came the leeders
of Adath Jeshumn.

There are two Boston precedentsfor Adath Jeshumn. The first was the Reform temple
Congregation Adath Israel on Columbus Avenue, which remains today as the Columbus Avenue AME
Zion Church. It was designed by the assmilated German Jewish architect LouisWeisshein in 1885 in the
German Rundbogendtil - or round arch style which would be familiar to the German Jew. AsDavid
Kaufamn notes, Weisshein did incorporate one dement of the Protestant church, the steeple, which he
placed on the top of symmetrical dair towers on each Sde of sanctuary. These steepleswere cgpped with
the Jewish Star set on the gable pesk of the nave.

Jaws of means were soon leaving the cramped tenements of the North End as well as Eagt Boston
and Chdsaafor homes of their own. Some began moving into Roxbury where large estateswere being
broken up into house lats following the extension of dectric sregtcar service down BlueHill Avenue. In

(continued)
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1894, Mark Werba ski and Jacob Pinofsky organized a group of former members of Congregation Beth
Isradl into anew synagogue chartered as Congregation Adath Jeshumn. The name" Adass" or " Adath ™
was chosen to convey the belief that this congregation were the tme sons of Isragl. Originally the name of
minority orthodox congregations inmid 19th century Germany (from whence the first Boston Jews
came), they were formed to hold back the influence of reform Judaism. The declaration of principles of
Congregation Adath Jeshurun were " Educationd, charitable, religious and benevolent purposes| and |
the worship of God according to orthodox Jewish Ritual." Asthe years passed, however, Adath Jeshurun
became less orthodox in their practices.

Following in the practices of a thousand immigrant groups then and now. Congregation Adath
Jeshurun first worshipped in rented goeces beginning in the old Dudley Street Opera House and in 1900
in athree story wooden Episcopd chapd a 320 BlueHill Avenue. In 1901, the chapd was bought by the
congregation. (Storefrontsbuilt in 1934 occupy the sitetoday).

Boston's original 18th £fuid 1%th century Jewish community was comprised of German
immigrants, but by the late 1880's they were being rapidly svamped by poor, ghetto Jewsfleei ngthe
pogroms of the Russan Czar. They crowded into ancient buildings converted into tenementsinthe North
and West Ends, Eadt Boston and Chdsean Some prospered and moved out to be replaced by others. One
of thosewho moved out of the tenements of East Boston to Roxbury in 1908 was Nathan Pinansky, who
would bethe Presdent of Congregation Adath Jeshumn for itsfirst thirty years. Writing in 1949, Jacob
Pinofsky's son Aaron Pinkney stated that he was " The one person to whom can be given credit for this
marvelous development... agreat and dynamic leeder.”

Finansky was bom in Russa in 1862 and immigrated to the North End at the age of 18. Hebuilt
hisfortunein the red estate busness and was a pioneer among moving picture distributors. Hisson
Samud became president of the Pinansky theeter chain known as M & P (for Finangky and Mullins)
Thestars. One Mé& P Theater was the Shawvmut on BlueHill Avenue between Intervale and Creston
Stregtsafew blocks from Adath Jeshumn.

(continued)
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Roxbury's Jewish community counted about 50 familiesin 1903. As Aaron Pinkney wrote, "
Nathan Pinansky soon saw the greet possibilities this Roxbury section had for agrowing Jewish
community. Storeswere soon established to cater to the wants of Jewish settlers.”

It was the beginning not only of Congregation Adath Jeshumn but aso of the largest Jewish
community outside of New Y ork City stretching over the undeveloped lands of Roxbury, Dorchester and
Mattapan.. As The Boston Sundavy Herdd reported on May 7, 1905, " it was the open boadt of the
resdents [of Roxbury ] that no Jewish peddier or merchant dared to come into the place. Now the section
isdecidedly Jewish, nearly all of thisgrowth has come in the last ten years. Many of the leading red
edate owners, busnessand professond dassof the [Jewish] racein thiscity livein the EIm Hill district
of Roxbury." It was the beginning of anew erain Jewish Boston and it required its own House of Prayer
and Center of Culture. AsPresdent of the congregation and Chairman of the building committee, Nathan
Finansky began the fund raising drivein late 1904 with $1000 of hisown money. One hundred other men
followed his example with $1000 each.

The Building Committee formed the emerging leadership of the young congregation. Joseph
Rudnick , Vice Chairman, was smal in stature but strong and powerful; he arrived in Bogton from Vilna,
Lithuania, (then part of Russia) in 1886. A builder by trade, he formed a constmction company in the
early 1890's. Once egtablished, he sant for his family. Unable to goesk English, he hired atutor to teech it
to him, adthough hiswife poke Yiddish all her life. From the North End he moved to Roxbury, eventualy
living on Ruthven Street.

In 1910, Rudnick hired Fred Norcross, the architect of Adath Jeshumn, to design number 58 The
Fenway, one of the first goartment housssin that section of Boston. In 1911, Rudnick built number 463
Park Drive which Norcross desgned as well. In 1914, Norcross desgned athird Rudnick development,
number 116 Homesead Street, Roxbury in which his son Michad lived. Inthe garment district on
Knedand Street Rudnick developed two office buildings, number 75 and number 35 both designed by
Jecob Frederick Krokyn and his partner Ambrose Brown. After moving to Brookline about 1920, Rudnick

(continued)
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joined ayoung congregation on Harvard Sfreet. Under his leadership and financial sup[>ort rose up
Brookline's magnificent Congregation Kehillath Isradl in 1925.

Myer Dana, d0 from Vilna Province, sarved as Financid Secretary. Bom in 1872, he
immigrated to Bogon'sNorth End in 1893. Virtually penniless, he sold matches on street comers and
peddled household goods. He soon entered and flourished in the red edate businessin the design and
financing of commercid buildings. In 1912, architect JamesS Ball designed for Dana amagnificent
Georgian Reviva house a 250 Seaver Street in Roxbury opposite Franklin Park. Dana served as the
second vice president of the congregation for over adecade. His mogt significant achievement, and onein
which his family ismost proud of to this day, isthe founding of Beth Israel Hospitd. It was in the parlor
of the Dana housein 1915 that the newly formed Beth Israel Hospital Association met to plan the
converson to hospita use of the former Dennison mansion on Townsend Street in Roxbury, which the
Association hed just purchaesed. Dana contributed $40,000 to start the hospital. Five thousand people
gathered a Adath Jeshumn to march behind amilitary band to the hospital at the opening day in 1916. As
President of the Hospital, Dana planned itsreocation to its new medica building complex on Brookline

Avenue in 1928. He sarved on the Board of Tmatees of Beth Isradl until his deeth at the age of 71 in 1944.

Albert Ginzberg was a member of the Building Committee and for many yearswas on the
synagogue Board of Directors. In 1914, with the support of the greet philanthropist and financier,
Abraham C Ratshesky, founder of U.STmsat Company, Ginzberg opened the Grove Hall Savingsbank. In
1931, Jacob Krokyn designed the audere art deco building a 451 Blue Hill Avenue in the heart of Grove
Hall as the bank headquarters, now the Beulah Pilgrim Holiness Church.

Ancther contributor to the young synagogue weas the leether merchant Lassor Agoos. After
emigrating from Russaat the age of 20, he lived in Bogton for 40 years. He was regarded as New
England's foremogt orthodox Jew and was amajor contributor to the constmction of the synagogue. He
patronized Fred Norcross: when he moved to ahousea 50 American Legion Highway in Dorchester

1903, he hired Norcross to design agtable and carriage houseon the lot. In August of 1919, he established

(continued)
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the Agoos Charitable Foundation with $100,000. At his degth at the age of 63 in 1921, it was said a the
svicesa Adath Jeshurun that Lassor Agoos " loved his people and loved mankind." In 1994, the Lassor
and Fanny Agoos Foundation hed assets worth $2 million.

George Wyner was never adirector or amember of the building committee, but he quietly
contributed the land for the synegogue. Hewas bom the son of arabbi in Vilna, Lithuaniain 1863. He
moved to South Africato avoid being drafted into the Czar'sarmy. There in Momsbury, neer Capetown,
he maneged alarge and progperous grain businessand on hisfarm bred horsesand ogtriches. Hiswife
Gussie (whowas borain Minsk, Russ@) did not like Africaso Wyner moved to Boston where his brother
Henry lived. Wyner first lived a& 9 Gagton Street in Roxbury near Adath Jeshurun and then on Charlotte
Street in Dorchedter. 1n Boston he built asecond fortunein red estate and textiles; constmcting three
textile mills. In 1926, he bought land on Arlington Street in the Back Bay and built the Ritz Carlton Hotel,
where he lived until hisdeeth a the age of 80in 1943.

On December 1,1903, Wyner bought a 14,763 squarefoot parcd on BlueHill Avenue from the
edate of the late powerful Democratic ward boss, Patrick J. Maguire. Maguire was the close friend and
political mentor of Hugh O'Brien, the first Irish mayor of Boston. In 1865, Maguire began buying up land
in Roxbury on which he built 16 housssincluding his own on Intervale and Bmnswick Streets. Wyner
trandferred the dead to this land to the congregation on December 9, 1904.

Spesking in 1991, Francis Kopeman, the grandniece of Albert Ginzberg, said with pride that the
founders of Adath Jeshurunwere " rea makkers ... as ritzy agroup as you could ever imagine”.

Like the Irish Cathalics, with whom they were familiar in the North End, this group faced
contradictions in establishing their housss of worship. The first was of adapting ancient customs of
religious architecture to an increasingly multi cultural America. The sscond was building avery early
immigrant religiousbuilding in acity which, if not as hogtile perhgps as it wasto Irish Cathaolics, at least
not friendly to Hebrews. .

(continued)
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In 1910, for example. Cantor Halperin of Adath Jeshumn protested to authorities that Jawswere
being harassed on the BlueHill Avenue stregtcarsright outside his synagogue; in August, 1910. The
Jewish Advocate reported that red edate agentsrefused to rent to Jewsin Roxbury; and in 1911, Jewish
younggters walking home from High Holiday services through Franklin Park were st upon by hoodlums
shouting "Kill the Jews'. "The palice", reported The Advocate.. " refused to interfere.”

Many Boston churches adapted the gablef ronted,square comer tower form, but one such parish
church which would have been intimately familiar to David Krokyn and Nathan Pinaski was St. Francis
Catholic Church (today called S Leonard's Church) built between 1891 and 1899 on Prince Street in the
heart of the Jewish North End, about two blocks from Baldwin Place. The architect William Holmes
designed arectangular plan church in the Romanesgque Reviva style. Like Adath Jeshumn, it has an
arcaded brick trim, alarge centra circular window and 4 story squarish (although asymmetrical) towers.
Also like Adath Jeshumn, the church isnoted for itssimplicity of decoration: the only Christian symbol
was adngle crosson top of the centrad dome of the nave. (The statue of & Francis on the Prince Strest
facade was added a amuch later date) Thetiming of the constmction of S Leonard's Churchin a
community of Orthodox Jaws, strongly suggests that it was used as amodd for Adath Jeshumn.

The principal architect was Fred A. Norcross (1871 - 1929). Hewas bora into a Christian
Scientigt family in AUston on August 11, 1871. He moved to Fair Oaks Park in Needham in 1916 and he
died there suddenly on November 17,1929, He opened his practice a the time when the multifamily
goartment building hed gained acogptancein Boston. Hisearliest documented buildings were built in the
1890s In 1900, for example, he designed 24 Anderson Stt-est, 100 Myrtle Stt-et and 38 to 40 Grove
Stredt; all on the North dope of Beacon Hill most of which were doneby Jewish developers. |nacareer
which laged for 36 years, he designed hundreds of gpartment buildings in the North End, Roxbury, the
Fenway, Brookline and Brighton , al of brick or soneand mogt for Jewish developers. He designed only
two other buildings which were not goartments and both of thesewere housesof worship: the first was
Adath Jeshurun; the sscond was the First Church of Christ Scientist a 870 Greast Plain Avenuein
Needham which he desgned in 1919 and which was completed in 1927. Both buildings are of brick and

(continued)
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were designed with twin symmetrica-towers; the towers were never built on the Nesdham church,
however. Hislast commission was a block of storefronts in Central Square, Cambridge a 468 to 480
Massachusetts Avenue designed in 1929,

At first the building committee for the new synagogueturaed to the contractor David Krokyn to
hdp them with the plan. A professiona architect was required and Norcross was alogica choice given
his experience with Jewish developers. At the age of 34, he would design his largest single building. The
contractor's son Jeoob (1881 - 1960) dsojoined the team to give him idea hands on training for the
nascent architect.

Adath Jeshurun reflectsa diversity of sourcesincluding ancient Jewish law, European
architectural syles and American culture. Author and historian David Kaufman was among the first to
recognize architectural adaptation in Jewish architecture and according to him it was fully shown for the
first time in Boston a Adath Jeshumn. The Krokyns played avery important role in this adaptation
process especialy Jacob Krokyn. He was the bridge between the immigrant builder'sworld of hisfather
and the new world of the Harvard School of Architecture in the heart of Christian America. After the
completion of Adath Jeshumn, Jacob Krokyn relocated to Sean Francisco and contributed to that city's
rebuilding after the devagating earthquake of 1906. He spent World War One in Washington DC with
the Federd Housing Administration. Upon his return home, Krokyn became the first Jewish architect in
Boston when he established hisown firm in 1919. He is best remembered for his design of Congregation
Mishkan Tefilaat 218 Seaver Street in Roxbury in 1924. Hislagt building was the Hebrew Rehabilitation
Home on Center Stret in Jamaica Plain which he and his firm designed in the Intemational Style between
1953 and 1960. It was completed in 1963. Krokyn died at the age of 79 in December 1960.

Since Adath Jeshumn was an Orthodox synegogue therewere two basic interior requirements. A
sparate gallery for women and asmdler less daborate chapd called the bet ha midrash for daily

Savices.

(continued)
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The building permit was issued onMay 31,1905 and the synagogue was completed in Decamber
of 1906. Itisbuilt entirely of brick with adight trim of sandgtone. Initsweekly issueof May 12, 1905,
the Jewish Advocate reported that" the new synagogue, which will be of Orienta architecture, will cost

$50,000 clear of land. Modemin every repect, the building will take its place among the best examples
of architecture to be foundin our city".

The cornerdone was laid in mid June of 1905, The dedication ceremony was planned for Rosh
Hoshana, the Jewish New Year of 1906. When Adath Jeshumn was finally completed in December,
1906, it cost $145,000 to erect and furnish.

Mayor John Fitzgerald was the principle gpeeker a the dedication ceremony on September
16,1906. Fitzgerad was bora and raised in the North End in 1863 and lived his boyhood inared brick
tenement on Sdem Stret neex the old North Church, afew blocks up the hill from the center of Jewish
life. Hewas no doubt well known to the North End Jews of Roxbury. At the dedication ceremony, the
mayor was escorted to one of thetall backed chairs on the bimah by the cantor, Morton Halpem, a
German Jew who had sarved a Congregation Beth Isragl. The Mayor was presented with the keysto the
synagogue on a satin pillow surrounded by rosesby ten year old Sadie Helen Eilenberg, who lived two
blocks awvay. Keyswere ds0 presanted to Nathan Pimasky. In the presence of over a 1000 people, the
Eterna light was lit and the torah scrolls placed in the ark.

Every Boston newspgper but one covered the event. The Boston Morning Journd wrotein its
edition of September 14,1906, that "The edifice which now adornsthat part of Roxbury is probably the
finest gtructure of its kind in New England. There are only 140 membersin this congregation and only
100 who are in a position to contribute anything subgtantial toward the cost of building the synagogue. As
it is, by the timethe church (sic) isfinished the 100 membersdready mentioned will have averaged more
than $1000 each. Seven times the collector of the church (sic) hes come to the handful of rich citizens and
asked them to give more money and eech timethey have given without a murmur... owning to the small

(continued)
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the efforts of the pegplein the little congregation.”  The Jewish Advocate - itsdf only three yearsald -
wrote on September 14, 1906 that " The ediface now dedicated isa gplendid and imposing gmcture
which will befor all timeamonumeantt to the saf sacrifice and rdigious fervor of this congregation.”

Thefir stRabbi was Phineas | srad, an immigrantfr omOdessa, Russa. He served until 1918, The
parat synagogue Temple Beth Israd, dowly lost members as people moved to Roxbury and joined
Adath Jeshurun. In 1923, it merged completdy with the Blue Hill Avenue synagogue

Fred Norcrossnat only desgned Adath Jesumn, he designed the urban landscape around it as
wdl. It would bethefir stoppartunity in hislong career to design entire sregtscapes. 1n 1906, Smon
Hurvitz asked Norcrossto design arow of apartment buildings thatfilledthe entire block of Blue Hill
Avenue from Bmnswick to Intervale Stredts at 387 to 395 BlueHill Avenue The Romanejue Revival
gylefit in wel with the new synagogue In that same year he desgned a series of three family brick
gpartments with atemating bow frontsat 52 - 56 Bmnswick Streat opposite the synagogue social hall;
Norcrass also designed number 60 - 64 Bmnswick Stregt in a style compatible with the rest of the block.

Thefir stgnagoguein New England, Tmro in Newport, was built by Sfardic Jews, Thesewere
remnants of the Jewsexiled from Soain in 1492. A small community of Sfardic Jews, immigrants from
Morocoo and Gibraltar, settled along BlueHill Avenue They were cigar makers by trade and gpoke only
Spanish. They peddied ther dgarsfrom pushcarts in the downtoan business digrict, in Dudley Square
and aong BlueHill Avenue Tothe Jewsof Roxbury, the Sfardic Jevswere srange and often treated
them with disdain, but Congregation Adath Jeshumn opened ther doors to this small community and
rented out the bet hamidrash to them for weekly services.

Therewere many small loan sodieties in the early synagogues of Bogton, but the mogt prominent
was the Hebrew Free Loan Society which gperated out of a basament office of Adath Jeshumn. In 1912,
Nathan Pinansky, Lassor Agoos and three athers contributed $2500 each to organize the credit union.
L canswere given to anyone in the community - Jew or Gentile - with legitimatereasons or for
emegendes, free of interes charges Loius Pokroiski, the recording secretary of the Congregation,
(continued)
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managed the Hebrew Free Loan Society for over 25 years |n that period of time the immigrant Jewish
community of Roxbury hed loaned out $4.7 million for anew business, afirst home, a college education,
geamship ticketsfor awife and children from Poland or Russia or to carefor the elderly.

Adath Jeshumn the building remains, but Congregation Adath Jeshumn isgone. Yet it would be
oversmplistic to say that the building ceesad being a synagogue because the Jaws moved away. Within
the very dynamics that caussd Adath Jeshumn the building to be built lie the answersto why the building
ceesad to be asynagogue.  In his 1999 book Urban Exodus. Why the Jaws L eft and The Catholics
Remained. Gerdd Gamm carefully explains these dynamics.

The synagogue isessentidly a private ingtitution which recognizes no authority except the Torah.
It recognizes no boundaries and no membership. Asearly as 1844, Rabbi Issec Leeser of Philade phia
wrote "We have no ecclesiadticd authorities in America other than the congregations themsdves. Each
congregation makesitsown mles." (quoted in Gamm ).

Adath Jeshumn the building was built by a group of wedthy Jewish laymen; indeed the land was
bought and temporarily owned by one of them, George Wyner, before he transferred it to the
congregation. Only after the building was built did it become a synagogue when the Torahs were
carefully ingtalled behind the white ok doors of the bimah. The members of Congregation Adath
Jeshurun took their identity only from the Torah - The Holy Books - regardiess of the pridethey had of
the architecture and furaishings of their new houseof prayer.

The leadership of the synegogue comesfrom the eected officers, not the rabbi. The rabbi isthe
spiritua leeder, the teacher and scholar but not the governor of the congregation. Congregation Adath
Jeshurun went for three long periods without afull timerabbi. The first period was between January, 1925
and July, 1926. The ssoond was during the Greet Depression from 1929 until 1939; and finally initslast
ten years. During these periods, the congregation paid avisiting rabbi to hold services. Rabbi Elizar
Berkovitz was the lagt full timerabbi in Adath Jeshumn'shistory. Hesarved for six yearsand after he

(continued)
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resigned in the spring of 1956 due to budget cuts voted on by the Board of Directors, he wes retained as a
guest rabbi a al the sarvices during the High Holidays of that year. All decisons related to policy,
personnd and finances rested with the dected Board of Directorsof Congregation Adath Jeshumn. It was
that authority which raised the synegogue and which closed it.

Congregation Adath Jeshumn was an autonomous institution organized and sustained solely by its
dues paying members. Everything from the mortgage payments for the building and nearby Hebrew
Schooal, to sdaries, custodians, water, heat, eectricity, and phone sarve dl camefrom only three sources
dues, contributions and the seleof seats for high holiday services. Thiswould be a chdlenge enough for a
building the sze of Adath Jeshumn, but the congregation was in competition with no less than five other
synagogueswithin a3/4 mileradius; three of which weretwo blocksaway. Five more synagogues were
located within amile and ahalf of Adath Jeshumn. Most of these synagogues were built within the first
two decades after Congregation Adath Jeshumn. As Gamm pointsout, al of these competed for dues
paying members. A Jaw living on Seaver Street could walk pasttwo other synagogues before entering the
doors of Adath Jeshumin on Blue Hill Avenue.

This second dynamic caused not only rivalries but severefinancia strain. More than anything dse
Congregation Adath Jeshurun disgppeered becauseof crushingfinancial burdens exacerbated by
competition with other synagogues 0 dose together. The Great Depresson stmek al Jewish indtitutions
especidly hard because of the way in which they were governed and financed. The Board of directors of
Adath Jeshurun faced with ether paying the heeting bills or sdlaries, dismissed itsfull timerabbi in 1929,
At the end of the year 1938 for example, the Congregation hed only $12 in the bank. It usad guest rabbis
until 1939 when the economy of the region improved as aresult of the war in Europe.

Thethird dynamic was that the synagogue did not define the neighborhood. Adath Jeshumn was a
pionear ingtitution and its mgjegtic presance on BlueHill Avenuewas amagnet for Jewsfrom al over the
City and Chdsea, but that dominance was strictly architectural. Only for abrief period was it the sole
cultural center of the nascent Jewish community. Within nine years three other congregations had built
their own housss Temple Beth El in 1912 on Fowler Street in Dorchester; Hamidrash Hagadol on neerby

(continued)
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Crawford Stregt in 1915, while Sharai-Tfilo opened itsdoors that same year two blocksfromAdath
Jeshurun. 1t was true that the congtmction of Adath Jeshumn attracted many devel opers to build

gpatment blocks and gore fronts al around it; even today the immediate neighborhood of the synagogue
is apleasing sesatscape of buildingswhich rdate to eech other. But as Gamm shows, within twenty years
mogt die leadership of the congregation moved to the suburbs. 1t was no longer possible for amember -or
even anon Jaw - to meat the Congregation President a the meat market or the automobile garage. And

no rabbi ever walked the dregts greting the neighbors. Everyone knew Adath Jeshumn, the big Blue Hill
Avenue synagogue; it was ssen daily by thousands- Jew and Gentile dlike - passing on the streetcars; but
it was not the center of its community any more than its competitorswere.

Men of wedth built the building Adath Jeshumn and men of wedlth sustained Congregation
Adath Jeshurun. These men not only contributed to their synagogue but aso to the Hebrew School, Beth
Israel Hospital, The Hebrew Homefor the Aged and other Jewish charities in Boston. But one by one
these men moved away and by the late 1930's had passed away. While they lived in their new suburban
homes, mogt of them- such as Nathan Finansky - still maintained their leedership and financial
contributions. Some - like Vice President Josgph Rudnick- became absorbed in their new communities;
Rudnick founded and funded anew synagogue. Congregation Kehillath Isradl in 1925. (Thefirst rabbi of
this pioneer Brookline congregation, in avery prophetic move, came from Temple Hamidrash Hagodol in
Roxbury which was only ten years old).

As the origina leedership moved away from both Roxbury and Adath Jeshumn, the
socioeconomic gatusof the new members changed dramatically. Jawsmoving into the honeycomb of
gpatment houses dlugtered around Grove Hall and EIm Hill in the 1930's and 1940's were not rich. The
increasing reliance on poorer members for funds began to causefinancial problems for the Board of
Directors.

After World War |1, Roxbury and Dorchester Jaws opened their hearts, doors and pocketbooks to
the survivors of the campsin Eagtern Europe. These devout Jawsfound the Orthodox services and the
architecture of the building familiar and comfortable and they felt a& home, but they were al but destitute

A . (continued)
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and could not meet the financia demands of the congregation. Those that could were not moving into
Roxbury. Younger Jewish familieswere not settling in the brick gpartment blocks of their parents; they
preferred their own homesin the newer, single family or two family housss of the Mattapan and West
Roxbury districts of Boston. Roxbury was growing with anew community too:  blacks began moving
into EImHill after & Mark's Church relocated to Humboldt Avenue and Townsend Street - on the
margins on the Jewish community - in 1926, and this community grew steadily in the 40s and 50s.

The pivota year for Roxbury and Dorchester Jaws was 1955. In that year Temple Beth El
organized aNewton congregation and Mishkan Tefilabroke ground for its new Chestnut Hill synagogue.
Despite emargency loans from Associated Jewish Philanthropies, The Menorah Ingtitute, The Hebrew
school of Adath Jeshumn, dosed in 1957. The year before, the Board of Directorswas forced to digmiss
its rabbi, Elizar Berkovits, he would be the lagt full timerabbi of Adath Jeshumn. In 1957, Congregation
Mishkan Tefilapointed to the future by being the first synagogueto move out of Roxbury for the suburbs.

But it takesalot to move acongregation. As Gamm writes, itisdifficult, expensve and requires
two badic conditions. First it must have subgtantia financial resources made possible only by alarge
membership. Second, it must have the full support of the membership living in the community in whichit
will relocate. Congregation Adath Jeshumin had neither. Perhgps as Gamm gates, the congregation
waited until it wastoo late. Or perhaps the synagoguewas too old and not modem enough inits practices
to kegp and attract ayounger post war Jawish community. Still as one by one as itsSster congregations
closed, Adath Jeshurun remained and its membership becameincreasingly isolated in ademographicaly
changing community.

"The dissolution of a congregation,” explained Daniel Elazar in American Synagogue History."
like its establishment, isa smple matter done entirely by the authority of its members" (quotedin
Gamm). The future- or rather the fate - of Adath Jeshurun was inthe handsof the Board of Directors and
they were more reluctant than the others to face the fact that the life of Congregation Adath Jeshumn,
which their fathers had called into being , was over.

(continued)
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The abandonment of a synegogue was a new phenomenon in Jewish life. Historically Jews | eft
their synagoguesonly in the face of banishment or degth. But in Roxbury the Jewsl eft voluntarily, and
Adath Jeshurun was faced with the goecter of becoming a phantom. 1n 1966, the congregation's
leadership - al of whom lived in the suburbs - were confiised over what to do.

Rudolph Wyner, son of George Wyner, addressed the issue squardly in aletter to recording
soreay LediePike daed Decamber 14,1966. " | am convinced that if the jjeople who founded this
building, including your own father, were able to give us guidance now they would sy to usthat we have
usd this building for 50 yearsand it hes been a source of agreat ded of good and now it should be
digposed of without dday.”

Sdling a synagogue to a Chrigtian church isforbidden by Talmudic Law, but in 1906
Congregation Mishkan Tefila st a precedent by sdlling its synagogue on Shawmut Avenue in Lower
Roxbury to the 12th Baptist Church. The rabbi resigned in protest, but the Congregation Board
demongrated that they st the policy. An even closer precedent occurred in 1961 when Congregation
Shara Tfilo - created by disaffected members of Adath Jeshumn in 1906 - closed its synagogue on nearby
Otisfield Street. The next year the Board sold it to the Mt Cavary Pentacostd  Church which remains to
thisday.

But by then there were no Jaws| eft to sell the synagogue to, and the Board no doubt shuddered at
the suggestion made by afew nationd Jewish leeders that redundant synagoguesby held in tmst for the
future; in effect leaving it vacat in acommunity dready wom down by disinvestment. On August
31,1967, the Board of Directors sold the former Synagogue Adath Jeshumn to a Spanish spesking
Chrigtian Church, Congregation Ecdesia Apostolica of Boston.

Lester Dana and Rudol ph Wyner, sons of Meyer Dana and George Wyner, handled the
transaction. After outstanding debtswere paid, $25,500 wes divided equally to the Maimonides School,
an Orthodox day school for Jewish younggters, and Young Israel of Brookline. Thevery large bronze
Menorah, the saven - branched canddabra that symboalizesthe light of the Torah and the soul of man, was

(continued)
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presented to Shdow House in Milton.-ancother Orthodox Jewish day school. Congregation Adath
Jeshurun owned six Torahs, and thesewere divided among Temple Beth El of Newton (which had just
removed there in 1966 from Fowler Stregt, Dorchester) and Young Israel of Brookline. In gratefully
accepting the precious and pricdess Torahs, it was not lost on Rabbi Abraham Koolyk of Beth El that asit
dissppeared, Adath Jeshurun pessed itslifeblood, the Holy Books, to aflouri shingnew - suburban -
congregation.

Before taking his leave, the last guest rabbi of Adath Jeshurun, Reverend Meyer Loketch removed
the three bronze memoria plagues dedicated to the founders and mambers of the synegogue and installed
them in the bet hamidrash of Young Isragl of Brookline.

In October of 1978, the former synagogue was bought by the present owner. Premier Eglise
Baptiste Haitienne de Boston, The Firgt Haitian Baptist Church of Bogton. It isthe first and largest
French- spesking Baptist Church in Boston. The membership stands today a about 300, but most Sundays
from 500 to 600 people come to worship and testify. Reverend Verdieu LaRoche, who pastors and guides
the church today, founded the church in 1969. He emigrated from northern Haiti with hiswifetojoin his
dder- in- law in 1968.

For saven years sarviceswere hdd a 108 Seaver Stredt, the former Y oung Men's Hebrew
Asociation building, After removing to astorefront on BlueHill Avenue to be closer to the Haitian
community, it Soon outgrew those quarters as worshippers traveled from across Boston and neighboring
suburbs A seerch committee of lay ministers was formed and they chose the former Adath Jeshumn as
their new home. The purchase price camefrom the church membership and leadership, exactly as in the
dayswhen Adath Jeshurun was built.

(end)
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NEWSPAPERS/ PERIODICALS
1. Dedication / - v

Sundav Herald. May 7. 1905. Page 10

" Fine Synagogue for Roxbury. Temple Adath Jeshurun Soonto Rise on Blue Hill
Avenue."

Jewish Advocate. May 25.1907. Page 2. o't [t AL A
" Congregation Adath Jeshurun "

Bogston Globe. Sgptember 17.1906. { - Q;
" Handsome New SynagogueisDedicated ™.

Bogston Herald. Sgptember 17.1906.
" New Synagogue and Two Participantsin the Dedication... Mayor Recaives Keys of

- Synegogue.”
Boston Morning Journa. September 14,1906.
" New Roxbury Synagogueto be Dedicated Sunday Afternoon. ™
Hearst's Boston American. Sgptember 9,1906.
" Dedicate New Synagogue in Roxbury Next Sunday.” " J
Bogton Traveler. Sgqptember 15, 1906.
" New Jewish Synogogue to be Dedicated Sunday.”
Boston Post. September 17,1906.
" New Synagogue isFormally Dedicated.”

Boston Sunday Pogt. Sgptember 15,1906.
" New Synagogue to Open Today."

Bogton Advocate. September 14,1906, Page 4.
" New Synagogue of the Congregation Adath Jeshurun isto be Opened.”

" Fitting Ceremoni &Tierage 235966 biaittthedeaw Synegogue of Orthodox
Congregation Adath Jeshurun.”
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2. Anti Semdic Attacks

Jewish Advocate. July 10.1910.
" Ca Conductors Fout People of Roxbury... Treatment of Jews on BlueHill Avenue.”

" Thugs Assail Jedd¥\VHb1E880nto L Srest Baths. YMHA Met with Mayor Collins (
s¢)." [ Mayor Fitzgerdd |

July 28, 1910.Front page.
" Jaws Attacked by Roughs... Assault in Franklin Park "

Augugt 5, 1910.
" Boston JewsBeing Forced into Ghettos... Red Edate Agents Have Refiised Jaws
Homes in Roxbury and Dorchester.”

3. Anniversary Storiesand Generd History.

Jewish Advocate. Decamber 14.1916. Front page.
" Congregation Adath Jeshurun to Cdebrate Tenth Anniversary.”

December 131926
" Twentieth Anniversary Banquet and Reunion of Congregation Adath Y eshurun.”

February 6,1931. Front page.
" Sons of Adath Jeshurun Leeders Following Footsteps of Fathers.™

March 5,1937. Pege 2.
" Pioneer Roxbury Congregation Opens Anniversary Celebration... 30 Yearsin
Roxbury."

April 14, 1949. Pege 10-B
" Pionear Congregations of the North End "
by Aaron ( Pinofsky) Pinkney.

March 30,1950. Page 13-B
" Why aHistory of the North End?"
by Aaron (Pinofsky) Pinkney.

September 24,1953

" Beauty of the Synagogue’, by Alfred Werner.
(continued)
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The Jewish Digest, November. 1966.
" How Do You Sdl a Synagogue?’

By Abraham Bloch.
4. Obituaries

Nathan Pinansky
The Boston Globe. Feb 15.1936. Pege 15

Jewish Advocate. Feb 18.1936. PlusEditorial on page4. .
Bogton Herald. February 15.1936. Page 15.

L ouis Pokroisky

Jawish Advocate. November 24.1939. Page 13.

Lassor Agoos

Jewish Advocate. March 3.1921. Front page.
Bogton Transcript. Feb 24.1921. Pge7.

George Wyner

Jewish Advocate. Jan 8.1943. Front pege and
Page 11 editorial.

Fred A Norcross

Nesdham Chronicle. November 23.1929.Page 5.
Jacob Frederick Krokyn

Jawish Advocate. Decamber 8.1960. Page 15 -A.
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Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. *
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs n
Representative black and white photographs of the property. /. ) toorn

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  First Haitian Baptist Church

street & number 397 Blue Hill Avenue .telephone 617-427-1028

city or town Roxbury state MA .Zip code 02121
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benefit In accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement; Public reporting burden for this fonri is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenvork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property isthe lot a the comer of Blue Hill Avenue and Brunsivdck
Stredt.

Boundary Judtification

The nominated property consstsof the area historically associated with Congregation
Adath Jeshurun, and its sucocessor the Firgt Haitian Baptist Church.
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PHOIGE=APHS

All taken on June 6, 1998

Photographer: Richard Heeth

1. Ead facade of Adath Jeshurun on Blue Hill Avenue

2. Blue Hill Avenue dreetscgpe showing Adath Jeshurun with adjacent storefronts.
3. Detail of the south tower and moorish domewith Jewish Star.

4. Brunswick Hall facade showing one of the two original stained glasswindows.
5. Brunswick Street facade.

6. Interior : the rederosand bimah.

7. Interior: facingthe eeg wall and the womensgallery.

8. Detail: Brunswick Hall gained glass window.

9. Architects plan of Brunswick Street devation, 1988.

10. Architects plan of Blue Hill Avenue elevation, 1988.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Septamber 22, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull oA
National Regiger of HistoricFHaces v M1 - e N N
Depatment of the Interior N VY b'

Nationd Park Service
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C Stret, NW
Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plesse find the foll owing nomination form:
Congregation Adath Jeshurun, 397 BlueHill Avenue, Bogton (Suffolk), Mass

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca
Government community of Baston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Regigter Director I
Massachusetts Historica Commission

encdosure o)

CC: Rev. Verdieu LaRoche, Firgt Haitian Baptist Church
John Bowmean, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Richard Heeth, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Ellen Lipsey, Boston Landmarks Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
' Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wwiv.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



