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1. Name 

historic William Nichols House 

Nichols-Sterner House (preferred) 

OMB Ho. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

f986 

and or common 

2. Location 
street 4 number Swamp Road/Pit tsf i e l d Road not for publication 

city, town Richmond Ji/yVicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X buildlng(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park 

- structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acquisition Access ib le entertainment religious 
object -M /A" Pf^ocess )̂  yes: restricted government scientific 

t>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transpwrtatlon 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sangiolo 

street & number 179 Nevjton S t r e e t 

city, town Weston N/ vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middle Berkshire Registry of Deeds 

street & number Park Square 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
thp r.nmmnnwpalth n f Ma<;«;arhij-;Ptt<; has this property been determined eligible? yes JL_ no 

date 1969 I nv . # 3 federal _JL state county 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 80 Boy ls ton S t ree t  

city.town Bsistm ,tate Massachusetts 

local 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Nichols-Stemer House, Richmond, Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _ ^ original site 

'—X- good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describo the prosent and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Nichols-Sterner House is located on K i t t s f i e l d Road (also known as Swamp 
Road and Barker Road) in Richmond, a rura l h i l l town on the New 
York/Massachusetts border in the Berkshire Mountains. B u i l t ca. 1820, the 
brick house is set on a l o t of 2.2 acres on a low r i s e , enclosed on the south 
and west by a stone re ta in ing w a l l , and t h i c k l y wooded with deciduous trees 
and l i l a c bushes. The house faces south and i s approached v ia a short 
driveway. I t i s located in a rural s e t t i n g . Richmond Pond, a 210-acre body 
of water beyond which r i se the Taconic Mountains, is located 1/2 mile to the 
nor th ; Stevens Corner, a junct ion at which are located the remains of an ear ly 
v i l l age center ( inc luding several ear ly 19th century residences and a former 
general s to re ) , i s 3/4 mile to the southwest; the Lenox Mountains (2,124 feet 
at t he i r highest po in t ) are 3/4 mile to the southeast. A short distance to 
the east of the Nichols-Sterner House stands the ca. 1830-1858 Kimball House, 
a Greek Revival -s ty le wood-frame dwell ing that once was owned by members of 
the Nichols family but tha t has undergone a l t e ra t i ons . 

The house, a la te Federal-sty le residence wi th Greek Revival features, i s 2 
1/2 stor ies in height wi th a gabled f r o n t . I t i s constructed of common-laid 
b r i ck , wi th a 1 1/2-story br ick e l l , also gable roofed, set at the bu i ld ing 's 
northeast side and a s ing le-s tory greenhouse e l l extending from the rear , 
northern facade. The brick e l l i s contemporary wi th the main block, while the 
greenhouse addit ion at the rear of the bu i ld ing was added in 1985. The house 
rests on a d ry - l a id grani te foundation faced wi th a dressed marble 
watercourse. The main block contains two chimneys inside the western w a l l ; an 
addit ional chimney pierces the brick e l l ' s gable end at the r idge. The 
windows (6/6) and doors on both the main block and br ick e l l have marble 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 

The main (southern) facade, three bays wide, i s dominated by a f ine Federal 
entry surround. Incised p i las te rs wi th cap i ta ls support a marble arch with 
beaded key; wi th in the arch is a recessed fan l i g h t . The entry i s approached 
by two half-round brick s t a i r s . The gable is enclosed, wi th shallow returns 
rest ing on the enclosed pediment. Within the gable i s a marble-enframed fan 
window, again ornamented wi th a beaded keystone. 

On i t s western e leva t ion , the main block is two widely spaced bays deep, wi th 
6/6 sash. Two t a l l br ick i n t e r i o r chimneys project from the edge of the gable 
roof , one to the south of each of the windows. 

The main b lock 's eastern facade also contains two banks of 6/6 sash, as well 
as a door, asymmetrically placed. The bu i ld ing 's eastern side is dominated by 
the 1 1/2-story gable-roofed e l l , three bays deep and rest ing on a foundation 
of granite block, which extends from the s t ruc tu re 's northeastern corner. 
This e l l i s three close-set bays wide on the east side (two 6/6 sash f lanking 
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a door on the ground floor, 8/4 sash set flush with the box comice above) ; 
the northem gable end is blank save for the interior brick chimney piercing 
the gable peak. 

On the main block, the northem, rear facade of the building is covered on the 
f irst story with a recent single-story greenhouse addition, which stands on 
the site of an early 20th century clapboard e l l . Located on the seccHid story 
are two 6/6 sash with marble lintels and s i l l s , again asymmetrically placed, 
and, just to the west of the chiraiey in the gable peak, an 8/4 sash window set 
beneath a splayed brick l intel . A narrow chimney of cinderblock, added in the 
20th century, was removed during the 1985 renovation. Also projecting from 
the rear facade is the brick el l 's northem facade, two bays deep with a 
cellar bulkhead. 

The building's interior retains a number of original features. The main 
block's side-hall plan, with front and rear parlors of roughly equal size, 
survives intact. Original woodwork, doors, casing, and mantels remain. An 
entry on the eastem side, behind the stairs, provides access to both the main 
house and the brick kitchen e l l . The kitchen retains its original fireplace, 
bake oven, and ash pit along with its mantel and cupboards. The front hall's 
woodwork has been marbleized; on the wall is a mural depicting several views 
of the Erie Canal. Both are the work of Albert Stemer, the building's 
occupant from 1925-1946. On the second floor at the head of the stairs is a 
mural of a flower-filled um, painted in a primitive style; it , too, was dene 
by Stemer. 

Archaeology 

While no prehistoric sites are recorded on the property, sites have been 
reported around nearby Richmond Pond. Given the property's location on 
well-drained land overlooking wetlands adjacent to the pond, there is a 
potential for sites being present. Since very few sites have be^i recorded in 
Richmond, any survivals would be significant. 

There is also a potential for significant historical archaeological sites, 
particularly occupation-related features (pits, privies, and wells) as well as 
the foundations of buildings and structures no longer extant. Analysis of 
these features would help to document the social, cultural, and economic 
pattems that characterized rural l i f e in Berkshire Cointy during the 19th 
century. 



8. Signifficance Nichols-Sterner House, Richmond, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

XI800-1899 
X1900-

Areas ef Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 

X-

archeology-historlc 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates lR?n-1946 Builder/Architect William Nichols 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Nichols-Sterner House, in Richmond, Massachusetts, 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and 
1820, the house i s a well-preserved and styl ish example 
the Federal to Greek Revival s ty le , and is one of only 
period in Richmond. The house holds associations with 
occupied the property year-round from ca. 1820 to 1925, 
ar t is t Albert Sterner, who used the house as a sumner r 
until his death in 1946. Examples of Sterner's wall pa 
detailing remain in the house. The Nichols-Sterner Hou 
Cri ter ia B and C of the National Register of Historic P 
leve l . 

retains integrity of 
feeling. Built ca. 
of the transition from 

two brick houses of the 
the Nichols family, who 

and with New York 
esidence from 1925 
intings and faux 
se thus ful f i l s 
laces on the local 

Richmond was f i r s t settled in 1760, and incorporated in 1765. Because of i ts 
rugged and isolated location in the Berkshire h i l l s , the town has been 
sparsely populated for much of i t s history. In 1775, the population stood at 
921, a figure that would fluctuate l i t t l e over the next two centuries (1840: 
1,152; 1980: 1 ,659). Until the late 1820s, Richmond was wholly an 
agricultural community whose land supported some grazing animals, primarily 
sheep. One woolen mill was in operation by 1830; i t was located east of 
Stevens Corner, the town's early 19th century node of settlement. 

Stevens Corner grew along a valley at the northeastern corner of Richmond, at 
the junction of several early roads. One was Pi t ts f ie ld Road, also known as 
Swamp Road and, by 1800, the 10th Massachusetts Turnpike. This was the major 
north/south route over Osceola Mountain (elevation: 1,460 feet ) , linking 
Pi t ts f ie ld to the north and West Stockbridge to the south. The other roadway. 
Summit Road, led west to neighboring New York State. The nominated property, 
the remnant of a 19th century farm, was built about 3/4 mile northeast of 
Stevens Corner on Pi t ts f ie ld Road, 

William Nichols, a farmer, bui l t the nominated property c a . 1820 on 103 acres 
of land purchased from Levi Beebe four years ear l ier . (The 2.2 acres that are 
part of the nomination are al l that now remain with the property.) The house 
and land descended in the Nichols family until 1925, when i t was sold to Flora 
Lash Sterner. Its specif ic agricultural use is unknown. 

In the 1820s, Richmond's character was altered as industrialization came to 
the comnunity: iron ore was discovered just north of the West Stockbridge 
l ine . In 1829, the Richmond Iron Works were organized. The furnace, the 
remains of which survive in southwest Richmond, went into operation in 1831. 
The iron industry brought with i t an influx of ironworkers that swelled the 
population to a peak of 1,152 in 1840 and brought a period of relative 
prosperity to Richmond. A Federal/Greek Revival-style house on Furnace Road 
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near the ironworks, b u i l t ca. 1830, i s believed to have housed the ironworks 
manager; i t is the only other period br ick residence in Richmond. 

In 1838-1841, the Western Rai l road, j o i n i n g the Boston/Worcester l i ne wi th 
P i t t s f i e l d , New York State, and points west, was constructed through the 
val ley I t s presence spurred the growth of Richmond's ironworks, which 
continued to develop through the C iv i l War. Among the customers for Richmond 
ore were a number of r a i l companies, who purchased the i ron for use in 
manufacturing r a i l car wheels. The ra i l road was b u i l t west of Stevens Corner; 
over t ime, i t s presence reduced t r a f f i c along the 10th Massachusetts Turnpike 
( P i t t s f i e l d Road) that passed through Stevens Corner. The l a t t e r never became 
a c lear ly defined v i l l age center, but remained a rural agr icu l tu ra l settlement 
even as i ndus t r i a l i za t i on came to other parts of Richmond. 

By the 1880s, Richmond's ironworks had entered in to decl ine. Western 
competi t ion, pa r t i cu la r l y from Minnesota mines, and the invention of the 
cheaper Bessemer process made Berkshire County i ron too expensive. By ca. 
1920, the Richmond mine had closed; the ra i l road s ta t ion was demolished 
shor t ly therea f te r , workers moved away, and a l l of Richmond became once again 
a sparsely populated, essent ia l ly rura l community. 

At the same t ime, however, c i t y residents from Boston, New York C i ty , and 
elsewhere were discovering the summer pleasures of the Berkshire Mountains. 
The Berkshire Symphonic Festival ( l a te r Tanglewood) in nearby Stockbridge 
began in 1936, br inging many v i s i t o r s and part- t ime residents to the area. 
Today, many Richmond residents are seasonal, using the v i l l age as a summer 
communitv. Others work in nearby P i t t s f i e l d . 

Mrs. Sterner and her husband, p o r t r a i t painter and i l l u s t r a t o r A lber t Sterner, 
moved to Richmond in the l a te 1920s and used the house for many years as a 
summer residence. Their year-round home was in New York C i t y , where Mr. 
Sterner was wel l known fo r his po r t ra i t u re and i l l u s t r a t i o n s fo r such 
magazines as Col 1 ie rs . L i f e , and Harpers. Among the prizes that he received 
during his long career (he was born in 1863) were the National Academician 
bronze medal, Munich (1905), National Academy of Design Clara Obrig prize 
(1935), and the Carnegie Prize (1941). Short ly a f t e r his death in 1946, at 
the age of 83, the Berkshire Museum in P i t t s f i e l d sponsored a retrospect ive of 
his works. The nominated property contains several murals and faux work done 
by Mr. Sterner. 

Mrs. Sterner owned the property u n t i l 1981, but d id not use i t a f t e r her 
husband's death. Instead, the house sat empty, su f fe r ing s i gn i f i can t l y from 
neglect. The present owners have restored the property and continue to use i t 
as a vacation home. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
2.2 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name P i t t s f i e l d West 
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V«rt»ai boundary description and Justification 

See attached deed and sketch map 

List ail s ta tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state . N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Commission, with  
James Parrish. former Preservation Planner, Berkshire County Regional Planning 

organization Commission, and Mark Sangiolo 
iidbbdctiu^eLts Historical Commission 

street & number R n y U t n n ^trpt^t 

date 

telephone 

April 1986 

617-727-8470 

city or town Boston i ! f ! ! Massachu<;ett<; 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
Tfie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x lo^al 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
accordirtg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parit Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
S t a t e H i s t r o i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r  
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r . Massachuset ts; H i ' ^ t n r i r a l r.nmmi <;̂ yMVi 

For NPS use only 

I hereby certify tltat this property Is included in the National Register 

date 

KMpar of tha National Register 

Attaal: date 
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2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

d ! good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

n unexposed 
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unaltered 

altered 

Descritie the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
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• original site 
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Quadrangle name 
UTM References 
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1. Name 

OMB N o . 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8 
E x p i r e s 1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7 ^ 

For NPS UM only 

received AUG 6 1987 

dateentefgpp J t j ^ g ^ j 

historic William Nichol House 

and or common Nichols-Sterner House (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number Swamp Road/Pi ttsf i eld Rnari not for publication 

city, town Richmond 
N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public 
^_ private 

X occupied agriculture museum 
X buildlng(s) 

public 
^_ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le 

yes: restricted 
entertainment religious 

object N/A'" process 
Access ib le 

yes: restricted government scientific 
k>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sangiolo 
179 Newton Street 

street & number 

city, town Weston N/A^ vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middle Berkshire Registry of Deeds 

street & numt>er Park Square 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
i n t e n t o r y o t t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f 

title t h e Commonv/ealth o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s has this property t>een determined eligible? yes -X no 

date 1959 Inv. # 3 federal -X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 30 Boylston Street 

city, town Bos ton state Massachusetts 



7. Description 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
— excellent deteriorated unaltered -JL. original site 
—£L good ruins X altered moved date 

fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Nichols-Sterner House is located on P i t t s f i e l d Road (also known as Swamp 
Road and Barker Road) in Richmond, a ru ra l h i l l town on the New 
York/Massachusetts border in the Berkshire Mountains. Bu i l t ca. 1820, the 
brick house is set on a l o t of 2.2 acres on a low r i s e , enclosed on the south 
and west by a stone re ta in ing w a l l , and t h i c k l y wooded with deciduous trees 
and l i l a c bushes. The house faces south and is approached via a short 
driveway. I t is located in a ru ra l se t t i ng . Richmond Pond, a 210-acre body 
of water beyond which r i se the Taconic Mountains, is located 1/2 mile to the 
nor th ; Stevens Corner, a junct ion at which are located the remains of an ear ly 
v i l l age center ( inc luding several ear ly 19th century residences and a former 
general s to re ) , is 3/4 mile to the southwest; the Lenox Mountains (2,124 feet 
at t he i r highest point) are 3/4 mile to the southeast. A short distance to 
the east of the Nichols-Sterner House stands the ca. 1830-1858 Kimball House, 
a Greek Revival -sty le wood-frame dwell ing that once was owned by members of 
the Nichols fami ly but that has undergone a l t e ra t i ons . 

The house, a late Federal-style residence wi th Greek Revival features, is 2 
1/2 stor ies in height with a gabled f r o n t . I t is constructed of common-laid 
br ick , w i th a 1 1/2-story brick e l l , also gable roofed, set at the bu i ld ing 's 
northeast side and a s ing le-s tory greenhouse e l l extending from the rear , 
northern facade. The brick e l l is contemporary with the main block, while the 
greenhouse addit ion at the rear of the bu i ld ing was added in 1985. The house 
rests on a d ry - la id granite foundation faced wi th a dressed marble 
watercourse. The main block contains two chimneys inside the western w a l l ; an 
addi t ional chimney pierces the brick e l l ' s gable end at the r idge. The 
windows (6/6) and doors on both the main block and brick e l l have marble 
1 in te ls and s i l l s . 

The main (southern) facade, three bays wide, is dominated by a f i ne Federal 
entry surround. Incised p i las ters with capi ta ls support a marble arch with 
beaded key; wi th in the arch is a recessed fan l i g h t . The entry is approached 
by two hal f - round brick s t a i r s . The gable is enclosed, with shallow returns 
res t ing on the enclosed pediment. Within the gable is a marble-enframed fan 
window, again ornamented wi th a beaded keystone. 

On i t s western e levat ion, the main block is two widely spaced bays deep, with 
6/6 sash. Two t a l l brick i n te r i o r chimneys project from the edge of the gable 
roof , one to the south of each of the windows. 

The main b lock 's eastern facade also contains two banks of 6/6 sash, as well 
as a door, asymmetrically placed. The bu i ld ing 's eastern side is dominated by 
the 1 1/2-story gable-roofed e l l , three bays deep and res t ing on a foundation 
of granite block, which extends from the s t ruc ture 's northeastern corner. 
This e l l is three close-set bays wide on the east side (two 6/6 sash f lanking 

continued 
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a door on the ground f l o o r , 8/4 sash set f lush with the box cornice above); 
the northern gefcle end is blank save for the i n te r i o r brick chimney piercing 
the gable peak. 

On the main block, the nor thern, rear facade of the bu i ld ing is covered on the 
f i r s t s tory wi th a recent s ing le-s tory greenhouse add i t ion , which stands on 
the s i te of an ear ly 20th century clapboard e l l . Located on the second story 
are two 6/6 sash wi th marble l i n t e l s and s i l l s , again asymmetrically placed, 
and, j us t to the west of the chimney in the gable peak, an 8/4 sash window set 
beneath a splayed brick l i n t e l . A narrow chimney of cinderblock, added in the 
20th century, was removed during the 1985 renovation. Also pro ject ing from 
the rear facade is the brick e l l ' s northern facade, two bays deep wi th a 
cel lar bulkhead. 

The bu i ld ing 's i n te r i o r reta ins a number of o r ig ina l features. The main 
block's s ide-hal l p lan, with f ron t and rear parlors of roughly equal s ize , 
surv ives ' in tac t . Original woodwork, doors, casing, and mantels remain. An 
entry on the eastern s ide, behind the s t a i r s , provides access to both the main 
house and the brick kitchen e l l . The kitchen retains i t s o r ig ina l f i r ep lace , 
bake oven, and ash p i t along wi th i t s mantel and cupboards. The f ron t h a l l ' s 
woodwork has been marbleized; on the wall is a mural depict ing several views 
of the Erie Canal. Both are the work of Albert Sterner, the bu i ld ing 's 
occupant from 1925-1946. On the second f loo r at the head of the s ta i r s is a 
mural of a f l o w e r - f i l l e d urn, painted in a pr imi t i ve s t y l e ; i t , too, was done 
by Sterner. 

Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are recorded on the property, s i tes have been 
reported around nearby Richmond Pond. Given the property's location on 
well-drained land overlooking wetlands adjacent to the pond, there is a 
potent ial for s i tes being present. Since very few s i tes have been recorded in 
Richmond, any surv ivals would be s i g n i f i c a n t . 

There is also a potent ia l for s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological s i t e s , 
pa r t i cu l a r l y occupation-related features ( p i t s , p r i v i e s , and wel ls) as wel l as 
the foundations of bui ld ings and structures no longer extant. Analysis of 
these features would help to document the soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and economic 
patterns that characterized ru ra l l i f e in Berkshire County during the 19th 
century. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. ^ community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture^ 
_ law 

literature 
_ military 

music 
_^ philosophy 
__ politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dateq^g20 Bui lder /Archi tect William Nichols 
Statement of S igni f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Nichols-Sterner House, in Richmond, Massachusetts, retains integr i ty of 
location, design, sett ing, materials, workmanship, and feel ing. Built ca. 
1820, the house is a well-preserved and styl ish example of the transit ion from 
the Federal to Greek Revival s ty le , and is one of only two brick houses of the 
period in Richmond. The house holds associations with the Nichols family, who 
occupied the property year-round from ca. 1820 to 1925. The Nichols-Sterner 
House thus f u l f i l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on 
the local level . 

Richmond was f i r s t settled in 1760, and incorporated in 1765. Because of i ts 
rugged and isolated location in the Berkshire h i l l s , the town has been 
sparsely populated for much of i ts history. In 1775, the population stood at 
921, a figure that would fluctuate l i t t l e over the next two centuries (1840: 
1,152; 1980: 1,659). Until the late 1820s, Richmond was wholly an 
agricultural community whose land supported some grazing animals, primarily 
sheep. One woolen mi l l was in operation by 1830; i t was located east of 
Stevens Corner, the town's early 19th century node of settlement. ̂  

Stevens Corner grew along a valley at the northeastern corner of Richmond, at 
the junction of several early roads. One was Pi t ts f ie ld Road, also known as 
Swamp Road and, by 1800, the 10th Massachusetts Turnpike. This was the major 
north/south route over Osceola Mountain (elevation: 1 ,460 feet ) , l inking 
P i t ts f ie ld to the north and West Stockbridge to the south. The other roadway. 
Summit Road, led west to neighboring New York State. The nominated property, 
the remnant of a 19th century farm, was bui l t about 3/4 mile northeast of 
Stevens Corner on Pi t ts f ie ld Road. 

William Nichols, a farmer, bu i l t the nominated property ca. 1820 on 103 acres 
of land purchased from Levi Beebe four years ear l ier. (The 2.2 acres that are 
part of the nomination are a l l that now remain with the property.) The house 
and land descended in the Nichols family unt i l 1925, when i t was sold to Flora 
Lash Sterner. Its specific agricultural use is unknown. 

In the 1820s, Richmond's character was altered as industrial ization came to 
the community: iron ore was discovered just north of the West Stockbridge 
l ine. In 1829, the Richmond Iron Works were organized. The furnace, the 
remains of which survive in southwest Richmond, went into operation in 1831. 
The iron industry brought with i t an influx of ironworkers that swelled the 
population to a peak of 1,152 in 1840 and brought a period of relat ive 
prosperity to Richmond. A Federal/Greek Revival-style house on Furnace Road 

continued 
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Verbal boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

see attached deed and sketch map 
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near the ironworks, b u i l t ca. 1830, is believed to have housed the ironworks 
manager; i t is the only other period brick residence in Richmond. 

va l ley I ts presence 
continued to develop 
ore were a nunber of 

In 1838-1841, the Western Rai lroad, j o in ing the Boston/Worcester l ine with 
P i t t s f i e l d , New York State, and points west, was constructed through the 

spurred the growth of Richmond's ironworks, which 
through the C iv i l War. Among the custoiners for Richmond 
r a i l companies, who purchased the iron for use in 

manufacturing r a i l c a r wheels. The ra i l road was b u i l t west of Stevens Corner; 
over t ime, i t s presence reduced t r a f f i c along the 10th Massa.chusetts Turnpike 
( P i t t s f i e l d Road) that passed through Stevens Corner. The l a t t e r never became 
a c lear ly defined v i l l age center, but remained a rura l agr icu l tu ra l settlement 
even as indus t r ia l i za t ion came to other parts of Richmond. 

By the 1880s, Richmond's ironworks had entered into dec l ine. Western 
competit ion, pa r t i cu la r l y from Minnesota mines, and the invention of the 
cheaper Bessemer process made Berkshire County iron too expensive. By ca. 
1920, the Richmond mine had closed; the ra i l road stat ion was demolished 
shor t l y therea f te r , workers moved away, and a l l of Richmond became once again 
a sparsely populated, essent ia l ly rura l community. 

At the same t ime, however, c i t y residents from Boston, New York C i t y , and 
elsewhere were discovering the summer pleasures of the Berkshire Mountains. 
The Berkshire Symphonic Festival ( la ter Tanglewood) in nearby Stockbridge 
began in 1936, bringing many v i s i t o r s and part- t ime residents to the area. 
Today, many Richmond residents are seasonal, using the v i l l age as a sunnier 
community. Others work in nearby P i t t s f i e l d . 

Mrs. Sterner and her husband, p o r t r a i t painter and i l l u s t r a t o r Albert Sterner, 
moved to Richmond in the la te 1920s and used the house for many years as a 
sunmer residence. Their year-round home was in New York C i t y , where Mr. 
Sterner was wel l known fo r his por t ra i tu re and i l l u s t r a t i ons fo r such 
magazines as Col 1 iers . L i f e , and Harpers. Among the prizes that he received 
during his long career (he was born in 1863) were the National Academician 
bronze medal, Munich (1905), National Academy of Design Clara Obrig pr ize 
(1935), and the Carnegie Prize (1941). Short ly a f t e r his death in 1946, at 
the age of 83, the Berkshire Museum in P i t t s f i e l d sponsored a retrospect ive of 
his works. The nominated property contains several murals and faux work done 
by Mr. Sterner. Sterner's occupancy and career, whi le important to the world 
of a r t , pa r t i cu la r l y i l l u s t r a t i o n , are not of extraordinary s igni f icance when . 
judged in l i g h t of the National Register c r i t e r i a ' s Exception G. In fu tu re , 
when su f f i c i en t distance from the present is achieved, Sterner's work could be 
evaluated and documented more c losely and could then be considered 
contr ibut ing to the property 's s ign i f i cance. 

continued 
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. ^ _ . ^ 
Mrs. Sterner owned the property u n t i l 1981, but d id not use i t a f te r her 
husband's death. Instead, the house sat empty, su f fer ing s i g n i f i c a n t l y from 
neglect. The present owners have restored the property and continue to use i t 
as a vacation home. 

While i t s brick construction therefore makes the nominated property almost 
unique in Richmond, the Nichols-Sterner House is also s ign i f i can t 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y for i t s s ty l i sh design and d e t a i l i n g , unusual in th is rather 
isolated section of Berkshire County. While i t s de t a i l s - - pa r t i cu l a r l y the 
f i ne f a n - l i t entryway~ref 1 ect the influence of the Federal s t y l e , the 
bu i ld ing 's plan, o r i en ta t i on , and pedimented gable suggest the growing 
in terest in the Greek Revival. The Nichols-Sterner House is also 
dist inguished for i t s exceptional state of preservat ion. 



NPS Forni 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 

CW2) Expires 10-31-37 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS u$» onty 

raceived 

date entered 
National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Nichols-Sterner House, Richmond, Massachusetts 
Continuation sheet Item number 9 Page 

9. Major Bibl iographic References 

Berkshire Eagle, "Albert Sterner, Noted A r t i s t , Dead at 83 . " December 17, 
jm: 

, "Sterner Retrospective Show Biggest Ever of His Works." June 
9, 1956. 

, "Flora T. L. Sterner . " Obituary, May 5, 1982. 

Chi ld , Hamilton, Child Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. 1885. 

Gibbs, Rebecca Whitehead, Richmond Looks Back. 1936. 

The Berkshire H i l l s . American Guide Series, Federal Writers Pro jec t , Works 
Progress Administrat ion, 1939. 

Richmond Vi ta l Records to the Year 1850. 

Richmond Town Reports, 1869, 1877, 1885, 1886, and 1887. 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RESUBMISSION 

f7 i)o/^^y 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Nichols-Sterner House 
Berkshire County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

2D resubmission 
(m nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
IZ] appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: liirr^CfcEPT 

RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

a ^ ^ 4 ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ M y ^ ^ < ^ r n ^ Discipline y^:w?^ 
> ^ / ^ W / . ! ; ^ . e e c o n Z ^ ^ ^ 

Nomination returned for .technical corrections cited tielow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

Z Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Statu* 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CZ] ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

im summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
n completeness 
Q clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
[m justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal lx>undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 























The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A . Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 29, 1987 

Carol Shu l l , Keeper 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of I n te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 
Enclosed please f i n d s ix nominations that were returned to the MHC fo r 
technical and substantive correct ions. The fo l lowing nominations are enclosed: 

Boston (Roxbury), Abbotsford, 300 Walnut Avenue 
Brockton, Brockton Edison Electr ic I l luminat ing Company Power Station 

u-Rtchmond, Nichols-Sterner House 
Westminster, Ahijah Wood House, 174 Worcester Road 
Westminster, Nathan Wood House, 164 Worcester Road 
Winchendon, Old Centre Histor ic D i s t r i c t 

A l l corrections have been made. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friecberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

Enclosures 

m 6 198T 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



73 
CO 
O 

I 
t 

Massachusetts, the land i n Richmond, Berkshire Covinty, Connnonwealth 

of Massachusetts, bounded and described as follows:-
That certain piece or parcel of land situated on the 

Q northerly side of the highway leading from P i t t s f i e l d to Richmond, 
and bounded northerly, westerly and easterly by land now or 

w formerly of Henry Lamke, and southerly by said highway. 

^ Subject to and together with the rights to draw water from 
(u and to maintain, repair, re-lay or reconstruct a pipe conveying 
^ water from a spring on the above described premises, which r i g h t s 
^ are described i n the following three instruments: Instrument 

from William Nichols to Matthew Crittendon dated December 10, 
u 1853 and recorded i n the Berkshire Middle D i s t r i c t Registry 
^ of Deeds i n Book 136, Page 317; Deed from Flora L. Stemer 
a to Jane Barbour Drexel dated May 1, 1927 and recorded i n said 
2 Registry i n Book 433, Page 425; and Agreement between the said 
^ Sterner, Mrs. John Drexel, Jr., A, S t i r l i n g Calder and 

Mathilde Lamke dated August 6,1928 and recorded i n said 
Registry i n Book 439, Page 207. 

Excepting from the above described premises and not hereby 
conveying the property conveyed by Flora L. Stemer, a/k/a. 
Flora Lash Sterner to Jane Barbour Drexel by deed dated 
May 1,1927 and recorded i n said Registry at Book 433, Page 
452. 

the remaining portion 
Being/a portion of parcel I of the premises conveyed to 

the said Flora L. Sterner, a/k/a, Flora Lash Sterner by deed 
of Helen M. Nichols and Carrie L. Nichols dated October 14, 
1925 and recorded i n said Registry i n Book 426, Page 207. 
This deed creates no new boundaries. 

Also that piece or parcel of land located i n said Richmond, 
bounded and described as follows:-

Northerly by the Northerly l i n e of Swamp Road, as said 
road was l a i d out and established before a portion thereof was 
relocated and altered by an Order adopted by the County Commissioners 
of said Berkshire County on March 22,1955, and a copy of which 
i s recorded i n said Registry of Deeds i n Book 623, Page 258; 

See page 2*********** 

Westerly by a line which i s the extension Southwesterly i n 
a straight line of the Westerly l i n e of the land owned by the 
Grantee and located on the Northerly side of said Swamp Road; 






