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The Warren Sherburne House i s located on approximately one acre of wel l landscaped 
property on Percy Road i n Lexington. The house was designed by the Boston architect 
Samuel D. Kelly and b u i l t i n 1893. I t i s an example of the exuberance of design 
possible to the eclectic s t y l e . I t s design draws upon the irr e g u l a r massing of the 
Queen Anne and the decorative vocabulary of the emerging Colonial Revival styles. 
The 2% story, hip roofed, white clapboard structure has ir r e g u l a r massing and fenes­
t r a t i o n . A wide molded entablature and carved bracketed cornice run continuously 
beneath the eaves. There are four chimneys. 

The facade faces south toward Percy Road. A bar r e l vaulted, pedimented, open 
entrance portico i s supported by slender columns raised on large stone bases. This 
portico leads to a large wooden door flanked by sidelights and headed by an ornate 
fan of leaded stained glass. The dominance of this central element.is emphasized by 
a curved balcony with a delicate balustrade on the second story. The balcony i s i n 
front of a double window defined by pila s t e r s and headed by a wide entablature. This 
i s surmounted by a double window dormer with a dentiled cornice and a broken s c r o l l 
pediment i n the high hip roof. Beneath the apex of the s c r o l l i s a delicately carved 
garland. To the r i g h t of the fro n t entrance, a: windowed porch wraps around from the 
facade portico to a two story semi-circular bay on the east elevation. To the l e f t of 
the center entrance a two story semi-circular bay curves gently around the corner to 
the west elevation. This bay and the one on the east elevation are both crowned by 
conical roofs. . 

There are large panes of curved glass i n the f i r s t story curved bay of the west ele­
vation. A band of stained glass i s set to match the curve of the window over the 
clear glass pane. The west elevation has an overhang defining the f i r s t and second 
stories. A central semi-circular bay with a conical roof i s omamented by carved 
garlands beneath the overhang. An open entrance to the l e f t of th i s bay i s hooded by 
a hip roof supported by slender columns. There i s a double window dormer to the l e f t 
of the bay, and a single window dormer with garlands i n the pediment to the r i g h t of the 
bay. 

The east elevation i s dominated by the rounded bay at the end of the enclosed porch. The 
northern section of the elevation has an oval window on the second story, and an open 
balcony above three windows on the f i r s t story. Immediately north of the bay i s a t a l l , 
narrow dormer with carved garlands i n the pediment. To the north of th i s i s a dormer 
with a Palladian window. The east elevation also has the overhang at the second story 
f l o o r levd,. There i s a Palladian s t a i r window with stained glass on the rear (north) 
elevation. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house i s as generous and eclectic i n conception as the exterior. The 
stained glass f a n l i g h t and sidelights of the h a l l entrance door, and l i v i n g - h a l l ' t r e a t ­
ment of fireplace, inglenook and elaborately carved s t a i r s are completely i n the Queen 
Anne t r a d i t i o n . The t i l e s around the h a l l fireplace were probably done by Low of Boston, 
one of the ea r l i e s t a r t t i l e companies i n the country. Other d e t a i l s , such as the 
Colonial inspired carved garland treatment of the livingroom and bedroom fireplaces, and 
the molded plaster pattern of the walls i n the h a l l relate d i r e c t l y to the 18th c. re­
v i v a l i n t e r e s t . The harmonious mingling of these disparate elements has created a 
country house of charm and elegance. 

There i s a hip roofed clapboard garage to the north of the house. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1893 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT Samuel D. Kelley 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Warren Sherburne House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the fi n e s t of the few remaining 
examples of i t s genre i n Lexington. The house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t because i t was 
b u i l t for and li v e d i n by the successful glass manufacturer. Warren Sherburne, 
whose glassmaking interests are represented i n the generous use of curvilinear 
glass panes i n his home. 

In 1893 Mr. Sherburne, owner of the prosperous glass-making company, commissioned 
Samuel D. Kelley, architect of Boston, to design a house for him on land he had 
owned for several years i n Lexington. Sherburne's acquaintance with Kelley 
preceded th i s commission by several years. Kelly had designed the Sherburne 
family house on Commonwealth Avenue i n Boston. Other notable buildings by Kelly 
include the Tremont Theater, the Perkins School for the Blind, Hoffman House, the 
Savoy Hotel and a number of churches. Kelly also designed several houses i n the 
Back Bay, s p e c i f i c a l l y , on Bay State Road. He worked i n the prevailing eclectic 
idiom of the lat e nineteenth century, moving easily from Richardsonian Romanesque 
to Colonial Revival. 

During the lat e nineteenth century a number of large estates i n Lexington were 
acquired by early commuters who, influenced by Frederic Law Olmsted, b u i l t houses 
i n the country towns surrounding Boston. They could take advantage of r u r a l tran­
q u i l i t y and yet not s a c r i f i c e urban amenities. The Sherburne House i s one of the 
few survivers of that grander era i n Lexington's his t o r y ; most of i t s contemporaries 
were l o s t to f i r e or demolition. The Sherburne House demonstrates clearly the 
prevailing trends i n arch i t e c t u r a l taste which sought to combine the spaciousness 
of the Queen Anne with the revived i n t e r e s t i n eighteenth century colonial decorative 
motifs. 
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A îci+iT ĉmaAt-HISTORIAN 

"~ — ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

/(jAAiA//ryH'iz\ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 
Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEIEPER 

/ W 7 
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered DEC 2 
Federal Register Entry ^ -"̂ . Re-submit 

I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 

















ENTRIES IN THE f^ATIOMAL REGISTER 

STATE VAr.^.ACT.SWn^ 

Date Entered '̂-n 9 IQy? 

Mane 

Caetla Hill 

HadXay Ccmter Historic District 

Sbcvburne, Warrdn HOUSA 

Location 

Ipswich vicinity 
res33c Couaty 

Radley 
EaxpsUlra County 

Lcxlngtoa 
Klddlesex Ck>uaty 

Also Notif ied 
Hon. Edward W. Lroolaj 
Eott. Edward tf, iifenned*? 
Eoa. (Ilchael J . llarrln.qton 
non. S i lv io 0. Cont« 
Hon* Paul Tsongaa 

Regional Director, North Atlant ic Region 

880 Mott / js 12/12/77 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
llrs, Elizabeth R. Acadon 
Ssacutive Diractor, i^esachttsetta 

Histor ical Cotnslaaloo 
294 Washinfrton Street 
Boston, !l308achusott« 0210S 



T)MATVrF, as i t amiears on federal register: 
^ Sherburne, Warren E, " 

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
House 

y g \ O T H E R N A M E S ; 

g) LOCATION street & number 
11 Percy Rd. 

c i t y / t own 
Lex ing ton 

v i c i n i t y of state 
MA 

| / 3 ) d a t e of e n t r y : T T S ^ c o u n t y code'-

J%C 2 W]\ 17 
county 

Middlesex 
7 ) OWNER apRiVATE DSTATE •MUNICIPAL DCOilNTY •MmTIFL£ • FEDERAKaeency name)___^ 

g ) E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S DHABS DHAER DNHL l ^ ' ^ U N D E D ? D Y E S DNO @ > C O I M G R E S S . D I S T R I C T 5 ^ ^ ^ 

fMmm mmhifiimm msioktc Bisnticrr 
:iilils.i»iir̂ i,MM,,,...,.,,,,.,,.,,,.:.̂ . ' • ' • -v:.-: 

( g ) N P S R E G I O N 

NA 
i ) A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 

S O U R C E of N O M I N A T I O N 

^wiiKiii nmmi mnm imtumt 
TATE D FEDERAL. 

if state who prepared form? 

• LOCAL DPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 

^ C O N D I T I O N • deteriorated 
• excel lent • r u i n s 
• good • unexposed 
• f a i r • unexcavated 

• altei-ed 
• unaltered 
• reconstructed 
• excavated 

• o r i g i n a l si te 
• moved 
• u n k n o w n 

ITlfeatures: .•SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a-DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 i£GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
2DN0T INTACT-O 
j^aUNKNOWN-4 
?DNOT APPLICABLE-7 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

j ^D UNKNOWN-5 

2 D NOT APPLICABLE-8 

gONOT INTACT-O 

S D UNKNOWN-6 
2 D NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

^ A C C E S S DYES-Restricted • YES-Unrestricted • No Access D Unknown MDAPTIVE USE DYES DNO SAVED' DYES I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? • yes D n o 

) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
• ARCHEOLOGY-preliiStoric-2 •COMMERCE-6 

DARCHEOLOGY-histonc-l • COMMUNICATIONS-

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION-8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 •ECONOMICS-9 

• ART-5 • EOUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-t3 
• INVENTION -14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

D LAW- 16 

D LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 
D MUSIC- 19 
D PHILOSOPHY-20 

D POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 • RECREATION -28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMAHITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL / CULTURAL-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

a C L A I M S . expla in 
' f i r s t ' • 

'oldest' • 

' on ly ' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of Initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

fi^ETHNIC GROUP 
ASSOCIATION 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l style(s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ landscape architect / garden designer : ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

)NAMES give role &, date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

(NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E - U P 

r e v i e w e r s i n i t i a l s . I l F A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D . N U M B E R & P U T O N R E V E R S E I 


