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1. Nama of Property 
Laws Jarvis House hlatorlc name 

other namellalte number Resource t!WH1396 

2. Location 

code AR countx White Code 145 

3. ClaHiflcatlon 
Ownerahlp of Property 

8 private 
public-local 
publlc·Statt 

0 public-Federal 

Category of Property 

~ 
bulldlng(a) 
dlatrlct 
alte 
atructure 
object 

Name of related multiple property llatlng: 
Historic and Architectural Resources 
of white CountY I Aikausas 
4. State/Federal Aaency Certification 

Number of FIHourcH within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 bulldlnga 
___ altH 
___ atruoturta 
___ objtcta 

1 _..loa"-- Total 
Number of contributing r110urcn prtvloualy 
llated In tht National Fleglattr N /A 

As the designated authority under the National Hlatorlc Preaervatlon Act of 1988, u amended, I hereby certify that thla 
[X] nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation atandarda for reglattrlng propertlea In the 
Natlo al Register of Historic Placea an meets the procedural and profeaalonal requirements aet forth In 3e CFR Part eo. 
In i i the property t not m t the National Reglattr criteria. Ds.. contlnu,on~P:-9 .. ~l) 
Signature of certl g official Date . 
Arkansas storic Preservati 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D s .. continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Ia: 

0 entered In the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation ahaet. 

D deter"' I ned not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



1. Function or UM 
Hlltorlc Functions (enter categorlee from Instructions) 
Domestic/Single Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Ell-shaped 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/Single Dwelling · 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation -=b=r=i-=ck=-------------­
walls __ _.,!w::..:e:::::a::..:t~h~e==r,.,::bo=a::r-==d=-----------

roof asphalt shingle 
other __________________ ___ 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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Description 

During the Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
constructed. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Surviving examples from this period, 
however, are somewhat limited. The Laws-Jarvis House is a fine example of a one-story ell-shaped 
building that is of frame construction and clad with weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with 
composition shingles and the entire structure rests on a brick foundation. 

Located at 409 N. Main Street, this building was constructed less than four blocks northwest 
of Beebe's Missouri-Pacific Railroad depot The Laws-Jarvis House was constructed c. 1880, and is 
still in good condition. Its main, or east, elevation is dominated by a central one-bay gable roof porch. 
The porch roof is supported by slender wooden columns capped with simple wooden capitals. The 
entry into the central hall consists of a single door flanked by three-pane arched sidelights with wooden 
kicks capped by a four-pane transom. Other doors on the original structure are located on the west 
and south elevations; the former is symmetrically placed while the latter is not All windows on the 
original building are symmetrically arranged and consist of either single or paired four-over-four double­
hung wood sash windows with pedimented lintels. 

Other architectural details found on the building consist of a wide frieze board not only on the 
main building itself but in the gable end of the portico as well, and gable returns on both the north 
and south elevations. There are three brick chimneys found on this structure only one of which 
appears to be original. The large corbelled brick chimney located where the two parts of the original 
building intersect appears to be original. A smaller brick chimney rises from the gable peak just west 
of this chimney. A small brick chimney is located on the exterior of the southwest portion of the 
original building. 

A gable roof room is attached to the westernmost portion of the rear-ell; it is not clear if this 
room is original or not Its north and west elevations are fenestrated with pairs of four-over-four 
double-hung wood sash windows that are capped with pedimented lintels; these are similar to ones 
found on the rest of the structure. An open shed roof porch originally stretched along the south side 
of the rear-ell. This has since been enclosed; the western part has been screened in while a single 
asymmetrically placed four-pane fixed frame window relieves the rest of the former porch. 



8. Statement of Slanlflcance ' · 
Certifying official hu considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

0 nationally 0 statewide [XI locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B [ZI C 0 D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) OA De De Do DE OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1880 

Cultural Affiliation 
NA 

Architect/Builder 
un1mown 

Significant Dates 
c. ] 880 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Significance 

While it is unclear of the role Laws played in the community a clue is offered from the 
location of his house on N. Main Street. 1bis area is known locally as "Silk Stocking Row". It can 
therefore be assumed that he was rather wealthy. The next owner of the house, Ben Jarvis, upheld the 
tradition associated with this street; he was a long time mayor of Beebe. 

When this house was constructed, c. 1880, it was built with the then common floorplan of a 
central hall and a rear-ell. Even though there are forty-one ell-shaped buildings dating to the Railroad 
Era (1870-1914) still left in the county very few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the Laws­
J aiVis House. For this reason it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 



See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Prtvloue dooumtntatlon on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual lilting (38 CFR 87) 

h11 bttn requ11tecl 

~ 
prtYIOUIIy lllttd In tht National Rtgllttr 
prtvlouely dtttrmlntd tllglblt by tht National Rtglettr 
dtllgnatecl a National Hletorlc Landmark 
rtoordtd by Hletorlc American Building• 

SuNtY* -----------------------------0 rtoordecl by Hletorlc American Englnttrlng 

Rtoord *'------------- --

1 o. Qeoar•phlcll D1t1 

0 Stt continuation ehttt 

Primary looatlon of additional data: 
State hletorlc prlltNatlon offlct 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Looal government 
Unlverelty 
Othtr 

Sptolfy rtpoeltory: 

Acreage of property------------------------------.-

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Eaatlng 
c LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Joe DeRose, Survey Coordinator 

B LLJ I I I I I I I I 

Zone Eaetlng 

0 LLJ I I I I 
. Northing 

I I I I I 

. [jj Stt continuation lhttt 

[XJ See continuation sheet 

[iJ SH continuation shHt 

organization Arl<ansas Historic Preservation Pro~am 
strHt & number 225 E. Markham. Suite 300 

date 4 Apr; 1 , 1 990 
telephone (501 )371 2763 
state Arkansas zip code 72201 city or town Little Rock 

•U .S .GP0:1 1188·0·223·111 8 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/601950/3881490 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the western edge of Main Street with a 
perpendicular line running along the northern elevation of the house, proceed westerly along 
said line to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the 
western elevation of the house; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by 
its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the southern elevation of the house; 
thence proceed easterly · along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a 
perpendicular line running along the western edge of Main Street; thence proceed northerly 
to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Laws--Jarvis House 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED : 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

8/01/91 
8/31/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001256 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW : 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: 
SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER : N 

__ ACCEPT ~TURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

See 

N 
N 

RECOM. /CR~ERIA <Z t -h.. tV"\. 
REVIEWER __lo:1C w.~ 
DISCIPLANE. It tS"\ pt) 0""" 
DATE ~{fJJQ~ 
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SLR DRAFT: 1 NATIONAL: 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments~N see attached SLR Y/N 

N 
N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

__ count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



Laws--Jarvis House 
White County KPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource l i sted in the National Register 
should include all features o f the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost a ll cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Regis t er of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of build i ngs should include the land 
surrounding the building, unl e ss the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land a s in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries t o include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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REGISTER 

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions In Gulct.llnH 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 1Q-900a). Type all entries. · 

1. Name of Property 
Laws Jarvis House historic name 

other names/site number Resource t!WH1396 

2. Location 
etrttt & number 09 North Main treet 
cit town Beebe 
etate Arkansas code AR county White 

3. Clallltlcatlon 
Ownership of Property rn private 
D publlc·loc I 
Opubllc·St t 

C t gory of Property 
[X] bulldlng(s) 
0dlatrlct 

D publlc·F d r I 
Oalt 
D etructure 
O object 

Name of related multlpl property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources 
of white County 1 Aikausas 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

code 145 

Number of R11ourc11 within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 building• 
___ llttl 
___ etruoturtl 
___ object• 

1 o Total 
Number of contributing r11ourcea prevlouely 
listed In the National Register N /A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[]]nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
Natlo al Register of Historic Places an meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 

In i i _the prope~ _ t o not m t the National Register criteria. D See contlnugon~&l.-9 ... ~ Z) 

Signatur~;~ of certl g official Date 
Arkansas storic Preservati 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

~entered In the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D deteriT\Ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

J.o (Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or UH 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Domestic/Single Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Ell-shaped 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Domestic/Single Dwelling · 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _b=r=i-=ck=---------------
walls ___ w'""e""'a"'"t""h'-!:e::::r,_b""o""a""r"-d""-------------

roof asphalt shingle 
other __________________ _ 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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Description 

OMS Apptovf/1 No. 102+0011 

During the Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
constructed. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Surviving examples from this period, 
however, are somewhat limited. The Laws-Jarvis House is a fme example of a one-story ell-shaped 
building that is of frame construction and clad with weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with 
composition shingles and the entire structure rests on a brick foundation. 

Located at 409 N. Main Street, this building was constructed less than four blocks northwest 
of Beebe's Missouri-Pacific Railroad depot. The Laws-Jarvis House was constructed c. 1880, and is 
still in good condition. Its main, or east, elevation is dominated by a central one-bay gable roof porch. 
The porch roof is supported by slender wooden columns capped with simple wooden capitals. The 
entry into the central hall consists of a single door flanked by three-pane arched sidelights with wooden 
kicks capped by a four-pane transom. Other doors on the original structure are located on the west 
and south elevations; the fonner is symmetrically placed while the latter is not. All windows on the 
original building are symmetrically arranged and consist of either single or paired four-over-four double­
hung wood sash windows with pedirnented lintels. 

Other architectural details found on the building consist of a wide frieze board not only on the 
main building itself but in the gable end of the portico as well, and gable returns on both the north 
and south elevations. There are three brick chimneys found on this structure only one of which 
appears to be original. The large corbelled brick chimney located where the two parts of the original 
building intersect appears to be original. A smaller brick chimney rises from the gable peak just west 
of this chimney. A small brick chimney is located on the exterior of the southwest portion of the 
original building. 

A gable roof room is attached to the westernmost portion of the rear-ell; it is not clear if this 
room is original or not. Its north and west elevations are fenestrated with pairs of four-over-four 
double-hung wood sash windows that are capped with pedimented lintels; these are similar to ones 
found on the rest of the structure. An open shed roof porch originally stretched along the south side 
of the rear-ell. This has since been enclosed; the western part has been screened in while a single 
asymmetrically placed four-pane fixed frame window relieves the rest of the fanner porch. 



8. Statement of Slanlflcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B CZI C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C 0 D 0 E 0 F 0 G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1880 

Cultural Affiliation 
NA 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

AUG 

Significant Dates 
C, ] 880 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[X] See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical References 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of l..Jhi te County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Prtvloua dooumentatlon on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual lilting (3e CFFI e7) 

haa bttn rtqutattd 

~ 
prtvloualy llattd In the National Fltglattr 
prtvloualy determined eligible by the National Fltglattr 
dtalgnattd 1 National Hlatorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Bulldlnga 

SUNtY*--------------=-~-----=----0 recorded by Hlatorlc American Englnttrlng 

Record*~-----------~~-

1 o. Geographical Data 

D Stt continuation ahttt 

Primary looatlon of additional data: 
D State hlatorlc prtatNitlon office 

§ Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 

D Unlvtralty 
D othtr 
Specify rtpoaltory: 

Acreage of property ------------------------------

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Eastlng 

c LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Joe DeRose, Survey Coordinator 

B LLJ I I I I I 

Zone Eastlng . 

D LLJ I I I I I 

I I I I 

. Northing 
I I I I 

[XI See continuation sheet 

[XI See continuation sheet 

[i! See continuation sheet 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro2I"am 
street & number 225 E. Markham. Suite 300 

date 4 Apri 1 , 1 990 
telephone ( 501 ) 371-2 763 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S.GPO: 1988·0·223·918 
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Significance 

OAI8 ,.,_ No. !IJU4011 

While it is unclear of the role Laws played in the community a clue is offered from the 
location of his house on N. Main Street. This area is known locally as "Silk Stocking Row". It can 
therefore be assumed that he was rather wealthy. The next owner of the house, Ben Jarvis, upheld the 
tradition associated with this street; he was a long time mayor of Beebe. 

When this house was constructed, c. 1880, it was built with the then common floorplan of a 
central hall and a rear-ell. Even though there are forty-one ell-shaped buildings dating to the Railroad 
Era (1870-1914) still left in the county very few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the Laws­
Jarvis House. For this reason it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places· 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 10 Page_1 __ 

Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/601950/3881490 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the western edge of Main Street with a perpendicular line 
running parallel to the northern elevation of the house and located 50 feet to the north thereof, proceed westerly 
along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line running parallel to the western elevation of the building; thence proceed southerly along said line for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the 
southern elevation of the building; thence proceed easterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line 
to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western edge of Main Street; thence 
proceed northerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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_s_ec_t_io_n __ n_um __ b_e_r==:~~---P_a_ge __ -_-:::: ______________________________________ ~3 ~1 
White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

Date Listed 

91001193 ......- Hunt, Thomas, House .;_ ~~j~ 
91001325~Hutchinson, L. D., House ~#-~ ~ 
91001241 James, Dr., House ·~u-"bst~tlv~ Jievf.'e~ 'l'-t 3---f/ 
91001266 Jameson--Richards Cafe 1-J-=91 
91001279 Jameson--Ri chards Gas Station f-A-~/ 
91001214~Joiner House Zf.~f ~ 
91001197 Jones, Mark P., House r-s--~1 
91001234 Judsonia Community Buildi ng Historic Distri ct 9 -s----91 
91001232 Judsonia High school Gymnasium S'ubst!¥lt1ve-ievlew 9-/3- s: t 
91001190 Kelly, c. D. , House ?-F-'i'/ 
91001252 Kimbrough, s. A. , House f-~-yt 

91001273 Klotz, Henry w. , Sr., service station ~batraoth~e ltt;~le;IL---. -';:,_!-~~.=+-?~,_/-.~ 
91001285 v"' Klotz, Henry, Sr., House ----~--
91001235 /Larned, Capt., House .:7. 
91001215 Lattimer House . f:;--y; 
91001256 V' Laws--Jarvis House .,~ /i_ 21>-

91001270 ~Lea, Harvey, House ~n ~~~:=· ~,.. 
91001339~Leggett House ------~ 
91001254 "' Lemay House .. 
91001329 L7tona Hotel i"ut>sta.ntiva Review 7'-13 - t:t 
91001224 / L1ghtle House ~ 
91001244 Lightle House - s--Cfl 
91001216 Lightle, Ben, House -~-- 1 
91001226 Lightle, William H., House 'f->- -=tl 
91001315 Little, Jim, House f-~-91 
91001287 ~Livestock and Equipment Barn , Glenn Homestead z/)6t(~ 
91001355"" Lon·e Star School 1/lcl,? v 
91001314v- Lovell, Dr . , House 7/J- (J/y'L-
9l001359v' Maddox, E. D., Farm Chicken House tl~lfk 
91001288 Marsh, Walter, House ~~S-91 
91001328 ..,.. Marsh, Wesley, House Sll.. ''""'"} . 7/"UJI£ v 
91001330 V""Martindale Corn crib ?I'Ji¥9 '-
91001319 ..,... Mason House ·7/1:-t/f...-
91001242 Mayfair Hotel 0->-91 
91001289 McAdams House ·- . . q~~.-.....-q 1 
91001300 McAdams, Dr., House Subst~tive Ileviaw. '1 ... t 1 

91001368v McDonald, Emmett, House ?/~If-' 
91001344 "" McRae Jail -y,..p!fv 
91001278 v Methodist Episcopal Church, South 1j1Pif1;' 
91001237 """' Miller, Emmett, House 2l1b/fk 
91001220 Mills House f~~~ 
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DESCRIPTION 
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__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
_ _ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
_ _ relating significance to the resource 

context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
___ justification of exception 
___ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

_ _ acreage 
___ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
_ _ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs ___ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


