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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Canon City Main Post Office is a rectangular box with
Renaissance Revival detailing. The front elevation is
articulated by seven arches, six of which frame windows,
while the middle arch frames the front entrance. The com-
position is topped with a tile roof. The lobby was a
terrazzo floor and contains a considerable amount of marble
detailing. Nearly all of the original fixtures are present.
The structure is rigidly symmetrical. (1930)

LOCAL CONTEXT

Canon City was a favorite Indian camping area. It was
founded in the mining boom of 1859, and after the mining
activity subsided, became an agricultural center. The State
Penitentiary and mills helped insure the town's prosperity.

The post office is one block north of the central business
district, bordering a residential area. The previous post
office was in a building cattycorner across the street to the
southwest. There are numerous late-19th and early-20th
century structure in Canon City, although there is no
designated historic district.

The original site survey could not be located, and no in-
formation on any previous structures was obtainable. The
site appears to have been originally platted for residences.
Basement excavation probably destroyed any evidence of
previous structures. No historic, archaeologic, or
paleontologic sites are known within or adjacent of the
subject property.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building appears to be in excellent condition, and both
it and the grounds are being extremely well maintained.

The one and one-half story building is constructed of
reinforced concrete and hollow tile with a facing of
terracotta. It has a Spanish tile roof.
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The public lobby floor is terrazzo outlined in marble, and
there are marble steps leading to the second floor. The
workroom floor is linoleum. There is neo-classic ceiling
molding, and oak paneling.

The floor plan is roughly rectangular with its main entrance
and lobby facing to the south. There is a full basement as
well as a small second floor, which contains various
governmental offices.

The structure is an excellent example of pre-Depression
Beaux-Arts inspired post office architecture. It has an
elaborate facade incorporating various classical motifs, most
notably those associated with the Renaissance Revival.
Features of note include: the front arched windows and
entrance with simple pilasters, medallions between the
arches, large bases with a balustrade, and oversized
keystones, oversize iron lanterns flanking the main entrance,
large windows with molded sills supported by corbels and
triangular pedimented heads, a wide cornice with dentils, and
a tile roof. Nearly all the interior features, including the
light fixtures, are original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE | . . ]
The Canon City Main Post Office is a nearly unique example of

a style of architecture which had almost completely died out
by the early 1930s. It is monumental in proportion, with
excellent detailing. There are no other comparable buildings
known in the region.

ARCHITECTURE

This is an extremely late example of the Italian Renaissance
Revival style. In plan and elevation, the structure
represents the Supervising Architect's classical box: a one
and one-half story section in front and a one story section
in the rear. This form was practically unique to post
offices and, as such, came to be a formal signifier of the
building's function. The building is thus significant as an
important example of a type, under Criterion C. The
Renaissance Revival detailing places the structure in
opposition to the prevailing architectural taste of the
Thirties, and is important as an example of the federal
government's design conservatism. The building is locally
important as the only monumental Renaissance Revival
building. The structure relates more to the post offices of
the Twenties and Teens than of the Thirties, and possesses
extraordinarily fine materials and high levels of
craftsmanship throughout.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 5 through 8, block 23, original Canon City Townsite.
(see attached maps).
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