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The Porter-Todd House, which is now occupied by the American Saddle Horse Breeders Associa 
tion, is located on South Fourth Street, just north of the Old Louisville Residential 
District (National Register in February, 1975). It is also in the same block as the 
Louisville War Memorial Auditorium (National Register in December, 1977). The structure is 
representative of the gracious homes which lined both sides of this once residential street 
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century.

The Porter-Todd House is one of three surviving mansions on this block of the street, which 
dates from this period. But more importantly, the two front porches of the structures are 
among a very few fine examples of decorative Victorian cast iron work remaining in Louisville.

The white painted brick building is asymmetrical in design, standing two and one-half stories 
with a small two*story wing in the left rear. There seems to have been some alterations made 
in tne facade: The cornice of the main building retains only one row of dentils while the 
wing not only has a deeper extension but also retains its brackets, spaced at regular inter 
vals. The cast-iron porches also seem to be of a slightly later date and are quite 
elaborate with highly decorative railings, columns and a balcony on both the main building 
and the wing. The porch of the wing is smaller but equally elegant.

The entry of the main facade, has an extended hood supported by carved brackets. The door 
is recessed at the left of the facade and may have originally had a second set of doors. 
The blue and white tile floor at the entrance is a typical motif of the period. The first \ 
and second story windows of the main facade are long with two-over-two panes and capped by 
carved stone window hoods. The hoods are composed of a band of dentils with baskets of 
flowers topped by a band of egg and dart mold. These hoods are supported by carved brackets 
with leaf decoration. The upper story contains small segmentally-arched windows articulated 
by a protruding brick,string coursq which -continues around the building. The windows of 
the wing are of a different height and design. These windows are arched and accentuated by 
a band of egg and dart mold an $a keystone.

Although the interior has lost its residential character due to modern light fixtures and 
its present day use as an office, it still retains its original walnut woodwork and a 
number of its mantels. ..,,..,

The entrance retains its fine curved and cantilevered walnut stairway and balastrade. There 
are five rooms on the first floor, the main one having originally been used as a double 
parlor. Although today the double fireplaces have been closed ;up, the room still retains 
its sixteen foot ceiling and classical woodwork of molded door jambs with ancons, which are 
repeated in the windows. On the second floor there is. a,large ropm which probably served 
as a formal reception room and still contains two matching marble Italianate mantels.

In the wing, there remains one mantel in the Victorian East-lake style which has been painted, 
The woodwork of the jambs and about the windows is the same as that found in the main 
building; however the ceilings and windows are somewhat lower.

The exterior of the house has limestone steps and a retaining wall as well as a handsome 
cast-iron fence with limestone posts which encloses the lot.



1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499

—1500-1599
—1600-1699
—1700-1799 
_Xl 800-1899
—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

^-ARCHITECTURE 
_ART

—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1869-1875 BUILDER/ARCHITECT- Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Porter-Todd House is an excellent example of the Italianate style. It is typical of the 
types of homes being built on South Fourth Street in the decade after the Civil War. The 
house dates from the 3870s falling into a period of great expansion when Louisville's 
prestigious neighborhoods were moving southward. It is one of a few homes left in what was 
the northern part of Old Louisville. Its two cast-iron porches are among a, very ,few left 
in Louisville. ..,),. -.

In February of 1946, the American Saddle Horse Breeders Association acquired the house and 
property. The association maintains its offices in the house.

This property was acquired by Charles C. Porter in 1868. Mr. Potter, a milliner, constructed 
the house on the site between 1869-1875. However, due to financial difficulties, a second 
mortgage on the house was acquired by Mr. James Todd in 1876 at $5,000. Porter failed to 
meet the payments on the mortgage and was sued by Todd. The court ruled in Todd's favor 
and due to this and other debts, Porter and his wife were forced to file bankruptcy on 
December 21, 1978. "" " ; " '' ~-'JI

The house was appraised at $14,000 and put up for public auction to pay off debts, interest 
and court cost. At this-time Todd made a bid' of $11,020' and"acquired the property and house. 
Todd's descendents appear to have owned and rented out the house until 1929. The house 
continued to be rental property until purchased by the Aftericaii Saddle Horse Breeders 
Association.

James Todd, an Irish immigrant, became a successful businessman in Louisville. In 1848 he 
formed the Rawson, Todd and Company, dealing in coffee and sugar. He later became a partner 
in the firm of Todd and Richardson, manufacturers of jeans and woolen goods, a major 
Louisville industry. Todd died in Louisville in 1890. His son, James Ross Todd built both 
the Todd Building, at the corner of Fourth and Market, and the Italian Renaissance mansion, 
Rostrevor, 1908-1910, on Alta Vista Avenue.

The American Saddle Horse Breeders Association took over the house in 1946. The Association 
was founded in 1891 in Louisville, Kentucky by a number of leading saddle horse breeders. 
They set up a Registry which continues to function in Louisville, and have encouraged better 
breeding practices, more careful selection of stallions and mares, and the closer adherence 
to recognized types of saddle horses.

The Porter-Todd House is one of the earlier homes of the southern expansion of the residential 
district of Louisville, in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The occupancy of the 
house by the American Saddle Horse Breeders Association and their careful preservation of the
building has savedt it from the fate of the majority of the old residences in the area. The 
two cast-iron porches are among the finest which still survive in Louisville.
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