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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office in Morristown, Tennessee is located one block
north of the central business district and one block south of the Morristown
Historical District. It is a two story building with basement and the
exterior is of beautiful cut bedford limestone. It was constructed in 1915
under the auspices of the Department of the Treasury. This building is now
referred to as Henry Street Station as a new Main Post Office was erected in
1960.

The elevated main floor is made accessible by a flight of granite steps with
castiron railings. The street facade is divided into five bays reading
window-window-door-window-window. Above the three central bays are curved
stone window heads with a limestone key. Four columns are planted on the face
of the building enclosing the three central bays and supporting a plant
architreve bearing the title of the building.

The lobby has a terrazzo floor, marble waincostting and the stairway off north
end of lobby is marble. The window frames and trim in lock box and service
areas are of natural oak trim. The lobby has the original brass desks.

The loading dock in rear of the building was renovated in approximately 1950
whereby the original single door was replaced by two doors. The building has
not been expanded and this change was accomplished in keeping with the
original architectural integrity of the building and enhances its usability as
a functioning historic structure. The interior was modernized also at
approximately this same time by updating heating and cooling systems and
adding suspended acoustic ceilings to the office space. The office space
generally has plaster walls and vinyl tile floors. The first floor is used
for a Post Office and the second floor has been occupied by various nonpostal
tenants over the years. It is presently vacant. The basement is basically
used for the mechanical operation of the building.

William G. McAdoo was Secretary of the Treasury when the building was
constructed and Oscar Wenderoth, who was a Department of Treasury staff
architect, was Supervising Architect. No record of the name of the contractor
and/or builder could be located.

Floorplans of the building are included as part of this nomination form.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building, as were most of the buildings during this period, was designed
within the office of Oscar Wenderoth who was Supervising Architect at this
time. He succeeded James Knox Taylor and continued the design approach which
was exhibited by Taylor. This is the Classical Style Architecture as
characterized by the balance and formal appearance of the front facade. The
building also exhibits characteristics of the Renaissance Revival Stylistic
details in the planted columns and architreve. The starkness of the exterior
walls is indicative of the Beaux Arts movement which was brought to this small
town through this building. The above combination represents Federal Style
Architecture and this building is a worthwhile example of the design
principles of institutional architecture of this particular period.

Congress authorized construction of the building for post office and
government offices June 25, 1910. Construction was completed in 1915 and this
was the first Federal Building in the town. Nonpostal occupancy over the
years has been varied. Some of the major tenants have been a U. S.
Congressman, the Selective Service System, the Civil Service Commission, the
F.B.I., Armed Forces Recruiters and various branches of the Department of
Agriculture.

There is no known specific historically significant event that took place in
or around the building but the historical significance of this building is not
to be found in extraneous events which happened to the building. Rather, its
meaning is inherent in its having been, for over sixty years, locally
perceived as a visual, social and government focus - its impact originating in
but extending beyond its official function.

It is not in an historic district but is located only one block south of the
Morristown Historic District.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the west corner of the intersection of North Henry and West First Streets.
Thence northeast along the right of way of West First Street 110 feet to a point.

Thence southeast parallel to North Henry Street 118.5 feet to a point. Thence

southwest parallel to West First Street 110 feet to a point on the right of way of

North Henry Street. Thence northwest along the right of way of North Henry Street 118.5
feet to the point of beginning.
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