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The United States Post Office in Morristown, Tennessee is located one block 
north of the central business district and one block south of the Morristown 
Historical District. It is a two story building with basement and the 
exterior is of beautiful cut bedford limestone. It was constructed in 1915 
under the auspices of the Department of the Treasury. This building is now 
referred to as Henry Street Station as a new Main Post Office was erected in 
1960.

The elevated main floor is made accessible by a flight of granite steps with 
castiron railings. The street facade is divided into five bays reading 
window-window-door-window-window. Above the three central bays are curved 
stone window heads with a limestone key. Four columns are planted on the face 
of the building enclosing the three central bays and supporting a plant 
architreve bearing the title of the building.

The lobby has a terrazzo floor, marble waincostting and the stairway off north 
end of lobby is marble. The window frames and trim in lock box and service 
areas are of natural oak trim. The lobby has the original brass desks.

The loading dock in rear of the building was renovated in approximately 1950 
whereby the original single door was replaced by two doors. The building has 
not been expanded and this change was accomplished in keeping with the 
original architectural integrity of the building and enhances its usability as 
a functioning historic structure. The interior was modernized also at 
approximately this same time by updating heating and cooling systems and 
adding suspended acoustic ceilings to the office space. The office space 
generally has plaster walls and vinyl tile floors. The first floor is used 
for a Post Office and the second floor has been occupied by various nonpostal 
tenants over the years. It is presently vacant. The basement is basically 
used for the mechanical operation of the building.

William G. McAdoo was Secretary of the Treasury when the building was 
constructed and Oscar Wenderoth, who was a Department of Treasury staff 
architect, was Supervising Architect. No record of the name of the contractor 
and/or builder could be located.

Floorplans of the building are included as part of this nomination form.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building, as were most of the buildings during this period, was designed 
within the office of Oscar Wenderoth who was Supervising Architect at this 
time. He succeeded James Knox Taylor and continued the design approach which 
was exhibited by Taylor. This is the Classical Style Architecture as 
characterized by the balance and formal appearance of the front facade. The 
building also exhibits characteristics of the Renaissance Revival Stylistic 
details in the planted columns and architreve. The starkness of the exterior 
walls is indicative of the Beaux Arts movement which was brought to this small 
town through this building. The above combination represents Federal Style 
Architecture and this building is a worthwhile example of the design 
principles of institutional architecture of this particular period.

Congress authorized construction of the building for post office and 
government offices June 25, 1910. Construction was completed in 1915 and this 
was the first Federal Building in the town. Nonpostal occupancy over the 
years has been varied. Some of the major tenants have been a U. S. 
Congressman, the Selective Service System, the Civil Service Commission, the 
F.B.I., Armed Forces Recruiters and various branches of the Department of 
Agriculture.

There is no known specific historically significant event that took place in 
or around the building but the historical significance of this building is not 
to be found in extraneous events which happened to the building. Rather, its 
meaning is inherent in its having been, for over sixty years, locally 
perceived as a visual, social and government focus - its impact originating in 
but extending beyond its official function.

It is not in an historic district but is located only one block south of the 
Morristown Historic District.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

U. S. Post Office Files 
Blue Prints of Building 
History of Post Office Construction 1900-1940

3GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .3788 

UTM REFERENCES

All. 7| I 2|9. 317. 5.01 |4.0j 0,9| 818.0
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C| . I I I , I I , I 1,1.1,.

Bl . I I I . |_ 
ZONE EASTING

D| I i

NORTHING 
I I.I.I I_I

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the west corner of the intersection of North Henry and West First Streets. 
Thence northeast along the right of way of West First Street 110 feet to a point. 
Thence southeast parallel to North Henry Street 118.5 feet to a point. Thence 
southwest parallel to West First Street 110 feet to a point on the right of way of 
North Henry Street. Thence northwest along the right of way of North Henry Street 118.5 
feet to the point of beginning.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

N/A
CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE

N/A
CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Ila Ree Odom, Realty Management & Acquisition Analyst February 15, 1983
ORGANIZATION DATE

Memphis Field Real Estate & Buildings Office, U. S. Postal Service
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE

1 North Front Street. P. 0,
CITY OR TOWN

Memphis
STATE

Tennessee 38173-0744

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORJC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES K NO___ NON

f. (Jctk.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593,1 hereby nominate this property to {he National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nominationto the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of ^gpificance is __National __State _^_Local. 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

^
TITLE Director, Office &f Real Estate DATE 3/16/83

FOR NFS USE ONLY
I HEREBYXEfiTtFY TH AT.THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 899-21 4



OfcB-.—.J"^-;-i?gire--^-ai^rv~3aar^ "^C^Sv^S^^"" ~^fj5^V 
e^S&JCi"""^"--C1*?1 *S& v "~*^§>«T^/^^^ rf^lA\
/ . muMittii <MM«. •«»«« f iAMMw><rc> ei»ir»»i«'^BBSW •«•*••— ••»«»••••• •mnTM-Muii*... .i!fl""« •WStauP TtlMt* %aii«n»T»«« 3J . ( \^^•^riiffifrilJi-s^ "J£L, ^s^2ssf=*u I*./Tb-irei-L. / 1

•*««»,»«/W^*«* 0VW «^»««\t»*«« "^yNM^.-H "-J-V *«»««V3 ^TMH^ "i5*^ > •
_., •>»•• »»w«i»4in/ f ,tg • I • »e»ui»iw »nnu> ^-v • . "etmwiiyS • vvmSiflTiBuSn.\.
«r • A) / •<"•«•««« M.TVJu.« «?*M">lS»JH"—*""• ««"»»»« WMlTOtM^X WMt^lWMtC.* V • ™ • l|* \• fow^tM •«»«'•; . •»i»Mt»iui\ *v e*y*".,,.» •«O««MM\ • •»«"»«sy*""'.«.112Sr" "••"•" T*""k. N
W»TM «UM™ v / wwwfcu «„,?«„, •»«>.» 6^1?""** • wwM."""01* X^*"u'* e«.»»»i» ^ >WT§B \^c.|CiT

:r ..»~* "^^s?/'"••"•• * j^Taa« \^^^P^^y^^^^ ..»„. ^Sl^-'r^l/
- /r*S"* »K»ii w • I « e«u.«» «i«.»Tr*™*» •MIIMIMM womfk • b«. •••»«••»••• ^r

* ,«-—-——--——-——-\ —v»". .———^.___ ^-.,
"»1fr/ \ IMtTM. F . ""'"»* \____ '"" «,TH« 'n IU J^- ^-^-•-3^"-™--.-^^--\j •
^i^^r*^ ^ • «au- 0 —.- J'

RLGION-4- R.I.XL. bUiLPINGS ; 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS SLRVICL 

GLNLRAL SLBVICLS ADMINISTRATION
SO MILKS



»"ConcntTt HALL

0 

&
0
z
\- ,.-

>-

3s

3 - P O-
FIRST fLOOR ELEVATION IZ9I.OO 
6A3EMEMT ELEVATION CflO.50

NOR.TH HEMR'f
LIGHT srp.

A331GNMLNT 
"APPK.OA.CH • PLAK

'/I & " 5CALE.

LOT

PO)

ARC*

CONST. MCC.H. f Cine. fiRCfi. +335 

FI-OOF*. A(f/T>V / / / .*».<

U- P- O

JDWG A 5.
7-

YYH.ru e-c- s.3 x< ii f r

:^ to .1.



A53IGNMERT. 
I)AJLMENT PLAN

U- 5- P-0

SCALE.

.
DW'G A 5. 2.

Sco

19 10 2S

>r.*t 1. 7- is- 2
KAUFI0MNN 4. • 1*1-if "1
GODWIW a • i. 3 • r ftvvrLCM £. c • cj
•fcaivoaw i». i*. <•*



MAILING VE57-/&OLE 
toot

ALIGNMENT-
FLOOR, PLAN

U- 5- P- O 
MOUI5TOV/N, TLHK

J. 7- /3
R.EVISF.IJ BY J! 7 

»«



Roor
OVER.

MAILING VESTIBULE

U.S. AIR FORCE 
RECRUITIN&^/o*

. A55IGNMINT. 
5LCOND FLOOR. PLAH

U

G ra p h ic Sc ti Ic DWH Bf

O

7" / 4- 2 <S
- - 2 y - J 7
* • '3 tl

10 25


