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The Pocatello Federal Building is a three story rectangular brick structure
with simplified classical detajls. Windows on the original main facade are
arranged in a seven-bay front, with the main entry centered. Brick pilasters
separate windows on the two top stories into these bays, extending from a
decorative terra cotta Greek Key motif course above the ground floor to the
terra cotta comice above. End walls are four bays deep with entrances in the
street bays very similar to the main entrance.

A later addition to the left side of the principal facade was carried out in
matching style and detail. Four additional bays and another entry were provided.
This wing is three bays deep in contrast to the main structure, which is four.

A third extension of the building added a one story ell and truck loading plat-
form to the rear. These additjons are the only alterations.,

Terra cotta and brick are in excellent condition. The terra cotta ornamentation
on pilaster capitals, mouldings, and modillions relies heavily on the egg and
dart motif.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Buildings of this era and style are not numerous in Idaho, and they have a special
significance to communities which need to preserve their earlier public buildings

in order to maintain their architectural identity. Pocatello's Federal Building

has remained a significant Tocal landmark for over sixty years, providing contin-
uity from an early period when permanent structures replaced initial wooden buildings
that were erected along the railway just before Idaho became a state in 1890. This
Federal Building has stood as an important addition to the Pocatello skyline for
more than two-thirds of that community's history. It ties together a variety of
important structures that compose an important historic district eligible for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and gains much of its signif-
jcance from its relation to other structures of the area. Without it, Pocatello's
culturally valuable downtown historic district would lose much of 1its integrity

and merit. '
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