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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The low profile of this two-story, masonry and wood frame residence is empha­ 
sized by the shallow^ hip roof with broad overhang as well as the diminished treat­ 
ment of the second story. A boldly projecting belt course at the second-story sill 
line clearly defines the change in materials (stucco and horizontal wood siding).

On the east (side) elevation, the L-shaped plan accommodates an arcaded entrance 
loggia (with stairs to the second-story deck). Vertical window groupings on the north 
(street) and west (side) elevations interrupt the prominent belt course. French doors 
with glazed transom sash and flanking windows open on to a raised, enclosed., (continuous 
parapet) terrace originally covered by a suspended copper and glass canopy. The 
window grouping on the west side is part of a slightly projecting bay. The lower 
windows were originally stepped reflecting the ascent of the interior stairs. An 
exterior chimney (of uniform width) is also located on this elevation slightly for­ 
ward (to the north) of the stair bay.

2 
The building has been altered possibly on the occasions of its relocation (ca.

1925) and its conversion <ca. 1929) to apartments. The broad, roof overhang on <~he 
ell (east/entrance elevation) was severely reduced possibly because of the narrowness 
of the new site. A sculptural planter, originally projecting from the raised terrace, 
may not have been incorporated in the move as well. The entrance loggia may date from 
the move or from the later conversion of the house info apartments when exterior access 
was required for the upper apartment. It is at this time that the interior staircase 
was most likely removed and the fenestration altered in the stair bay. The canopy 
was removed some time in the 1950's.^

Robert Broward, personal communication with Dan G. Deibler, March, 1978.

>
"Photographs dating from before and after the move.

Robert Broward, personal communication with Dan G. Deibler, March, 1978.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was designed by Henry John Klutho (1873-1964), a well-known Florida 
architect, and served as his residence during most of his life in Jacksonville. De­ 
signed in 1908, the Klutho House encompasses many characteristics associated with 
the Prairie School style and is probably the first contemporary example in the state.

Klutho's prolific and diverse career spanned much of the first half of the 
twentieth century. His fortuitous appearance in Jacksonville just after the devasta­ 
ting fire of May 1901^ led to an impressive number of architectural commissions be­ 
ginning with the office building for Dyal, Upchurch and Co. (1901). Other important 
Jacksonville commissions included the City Hall (1902), the Public Library (1904), the 
YMCA Building (1907), the Bisbee Building (1908), Jacksonville's "pioneer skyscraper," 
and several other major commercial buildings. Klutho's contribution to the rebuilding 
of Jacksonville was acknowledged by an obituary which referred to him as "Designer of 
Skyline."^1 His contribution to Florida's architectural heritage also includes the 
design of the state's first official governor's residence (1906) as well as the east 
(entrance) and west (rear) extensions (1922) to the state capitol in Tallahassee.

Although Klutho worked in the historical architectural styles prevalent- in the 
early decades of the twentieth century, for his own residence, he chose a design free 
of any such associations. The building's exaggerated horizontality with low, spreading 
roof, the boldly projecting belt-course delineating the different materials used on the 
first and second stories and the contrasting vertical window group on the north (street) 
facade must have made a rather startling appearance in Jacksonville when it was completed 
in 1909.

About 1925, the building was moved from its original location (2018 Main Street) 
to its present site (28 West Ninth Street), just around the corner. It was about this 
time that Klutho experienced serious financial losses because of his personal efforts 
to make Jacksonville the permanent headquarters of the major motion picture studios. 
When the studios elected to settle elsewhere, his development schemes evaporated along 
with most of his money.6 The new house site was part of the property he had been 
developing as a movie studio.

By 1929, Klutho had moved and converted his house into a duplex which it has 
remained to this date. About 1935, 8 Klutho moved back taking the second-floor apart­ 
ment, where he apparently lived until his death in 1964.

(For footriotes, see Continuation Sheet)
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