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Town NpvAd-on CNonantum)

Address 340 Cd ifornia Street

Historic Narme Mavor Edwin O. Childs House

Use: Present residential
Original same

DESCRIPTION

Date . 1915

Source RnHdinp Dept. records

S'tyle Craftsman

Architect T*rainerd R T.eeds

Exterior Wall Fab™l C  stucco

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition good
Moved o Dae n/a
Acreage 11,061 sc.ft

Setting located on busv street of nixed

date and commercial/residential

Recorded by GCandace Jenki ns/ Susan Abel e
Organi zation Newon Historical Com
Date 6/1987; rev. 3/1988



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Edwin 0. Cliiids House possesses integrity of location, desgn, setting, materids,
worl:mandiip, feding and assodation. It issgnificant primariiv for its assodaions witli Edwin
0. Childs V/Tro resded heretiiroughout his adult life. Childs wes a much bdoved and highly

* regoected public servant and the longest sarving mayor in the city until present times. The
house itsdf isa Vvdl-desgned e-;arde o the Craitaman style desgned by the noted firm o
Branerd and Lexds The Cliiids House medts criteriaB a C o the NRKP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the corammity.

The Edvm 0. Childs Haee is atwo stcry, suooo dad gj-ucture endaosed by adatehip rodf ‘'mth
an off-set chimney. A threebay shad v;dl dormer areates the ssoond story. The symmericd
facade is ceniered on adasscdly detalled entry that isframed by narrow sddignt™ ad
protected by aflat roofed baustraded porch supported on squared piers. The entry is flanked
by paired windows containing 56 sash. Windows in the ssoond sory dormer dso contain 6/6
sseh. The house is Sted on aladU. framed by large old beach trees. The origind |ot hes bean
subdivided.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Edwin 0. Childs (1576-1950) 'f-m born in Newton. He graduated from Harvard in 1599, B. U.
Lav Sdad in 1901 and sarved ss Mayar o Newton from 1914 to 1930 and from 1936 to 1939,
Although a mambar o the old Yarkees estabdlishment, he ran on the demoardic ticket, favoring
liberd causes and championing the poor. Hedso sarved as a mambar of the Neamton Boad o
Hedth, as Presdent o the Nonantum Cooperdive Bark, director o the Nemton'Y. M. CA. ad
wes a mamba o anumba o dubs He wes afounder o the Nonantum Boy's Club, which he
upported generoudy, and wes an active mambar o the Hiot Church,

Childs married Mildred E Roy o Watertown in 1906 and in 1915, Mr. and Mrs Childs bought
land in Nonantum, a the cormer of Chgod and Cdlifornia Srests Thear house vies desgned by
the well-known firm o Branerd and Lesds which "AS d0 respongblefor the desgn o tiie
YMCA, 276 Church Strest and the Day Junior High Sdhod, 100 Walnut Strest. Mayar Childs
remained m Nonentum throughout his life, gpparently dhooang to livein that working dass
village rather than some morefashionable area o the city.
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