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Snansea, Mass. MNRA
Town S/HINEA
Addr ess 5 Mason Street

Historic Kane WIIliamP MNason House

Wse:  Present resi dence

Original hotel, store, post office
CESCR PTTON
Dat e ca. 1860

Source maps of Saansea and Bristol County

Style Got hi ¢ Revi val

Architect unknown

Exterior Vall Fabric cl apboard
Qutbuildings garage and shed (ca. 1930)

(both noncontributing)

Major Alterations (with dates)

none
Condi tion fair

Moved no Dat e

Acreage |ess than one acre

Setting  situated onnortheast conmer of

dd Providence Road facing Mason Street
inarural, residential area of north-
west em Saansea known as Banteyvdl | e
Recorded by Kay Flynn/ K. Brooner
Organi zation Snansea Historical Conmm ssion

Dat e Mar ch 1988/ Novenber 1989
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NATI ONAL REG STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The W I |iam Mason House, anintact vemacul ar exanpl e of the Gothic Revival style, was
built inconjunction with the growth of the village at Bameyville tothe west in the
third quarter of the19th century. The house served as a hotel and housed other

services associated with the village inthe late 19th century. The house retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknmanship, and association and neets
Criteria Aand Conthe local level.

ARCH TECTURAL S AONFH CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate interras of
other buildings within the comunity.

This 17-story, clapboarded, side-gabled dwelling illustrates theincorporation of

Gothic Revival style features into the standard Svansea three-quarter cottage form

The entry ont heasymetrical, four-bay facade is narked by anoff-center cross gable i n
the third bay. Shielding theentry is apitched door hood on brackets with a decorative
truss. Qher distinguishingfeatures include overhanging eaves, bracketed pent hoods
over first floor w ndows, double wi ndows ontheside elevations, and 2/ 2 sash. A

gabled 1*-story rear ell has athree-bay porch with tumed posts and spindle frieze and
bal ustrade. Fewintact exanples of the Gothic Revival survive in Saansea, atown

dom nated by the Qeek Revival® and Italianate vemacul ar forms of the third quarter of
the 19th century.

HSIDR CAL SGNH CANCE Explain therole owers played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates t ot he devel opment of t he conmunity.

Located on A d Providence Road, a segnent of the colonial route connecting Snansea

to Providence, Rhode |Island, the Mason House was built onthe site of a stagecoach
tavern, known as Gahams tavem aslate asca. 1850. During the second half of the 19th
century, the present structure served the village of Bameyville in several capacities.
W IliamP. Mason operated both ahotel and store inthis buildinginthe early 1870s.

In 1872, Mason succeeded Mason Baney, Jr. as postmaster of Bameyville, and by 1895
the village's branch post office had noved from Bameyville Road tothis house. The
post office had been established inthe 1830s in response t orapid growth inthis north-
western section of Saansea. The house |ikely reverted toresidential usein the early
20th century, followingthe demse of jewelry manufacturing—the village's last active
industry—and thefolding of thestreet railray systemthat had traversed Saansea in the
present Route 6 corridor about 25vyards east of this house.

The Mason House has been excluded from the Bameyville Historic District, |ocated one-
quarter toone-half mle tothe west, duetotheanmount of contenporary infill construction
bet ween the house and t hedistrict's eastem boundary.

Areas of Significance - Architecture, Transportation, Commerce, Governnment

Period of Significance - C 1860 (date of Construction) - C 1900 (Decline of jewellry industr

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEROCES

Wight, 0.0., History of Snansea, pp.89-90 (post offices), pp.180-181 (Mason famly)
ca. 1849 nap of Saansea and 1871 and 1895 at| ases of Bristol County
Hel en Pierce, Snansea Historical Society, interview, 11/809.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000296
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REGIioTSR

June 15, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Pease find the follow ng individual properties of the Saansea Miltiple
Resource Area National Register Nomnation which was returned on 2/16/90. Al |
corrections have been nade for resubm ssion:

36 Rivervi ew Avenue
306 Hortonville Road
5 Mison Street

177 Market Street.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg .
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion

Encl osur e:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michadl J. Connolly, Secretary



