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This is a charming "Gothic" or "Tudor" cottage of a standard 
American type in the second quarter of the 19th century and 
inspired by pattern books and examples of A. J. Downing, 
Richard Upjohn, Calvert Vaux, and others. But there are some 
individual touches here, that could be considered impurities, 
but give it a distinctive flavor. The almost classical pedi 
ment (but with straight ends) over the openings are an odd 
combination with the acute-aggled gables (all seven of them) .

The house is made to seem asymmetrical and "picturesque" by 
the slightly projecting two-story bay windows on the right 
wing. The perpendicular placement of the chimneys with 
corbelled brick trim on the foofline emphasizes the contrast 
between the more formal hearths in the living room on the
right and the less important service areas on the left."i

The treatment of the porch is disconcerting: itself symmetri 
cal and three-bayed,it is placed off center so that its right 
opening does double duty as an entrance. The other two bays 
serve rooms on the left.

The whole house--certainly the whole second story--is 
swallowed up in roof, unlike the Georgian, Federal, or Greek 
Revival where the wall dominates, often to the exclusion of 
the roof. This is a big house but the architecture diligently 
evokes "cottage."

In spite of the alterations, where the Victorian trim has 
been removed from the porch and three-bayed windows, the house 
retains much of its original flavor.
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The Bradley house is not only a delightful example o^\mid-19th' 
century "Gothic cottage" but also was built for and lived in 
for over thirty years by one of Kentucky's leading public 
figures in the second half of the century. William O'Connell 
Bradley served his State as Governor and United States Senator

Bradley was born near Lancaster, Kentucky, in Garrard County, 
March 18, 1847. His father, Robert Bradley, was one of 
Kentucky's most brilliant lawyers. When he was fourteen 
years of age, he twice ran away from home and joined the 
Union Army, but each time because of youth he was taken from 
the army by his father. In 1861 he served as a page in the 
Kentucky Legislature.

In 1865, when he was only eighteen years of age, he was given 
a license to practice Law by special act of the Kentucky 
Legislature. The bill provided that he might be licensed if 
found competent by two circuit judges. An examination was 
held and he was admitted to the bar to practice law. In his 
lifetime he practiced in both State and Federal Courts, the 
United States Court of Appeals, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States.

In 1870 he was elected county attorney of Garrard County. 
This was considered a very great political triumph for a 
young man of Republican faith for the county was overwhelmingly 
Democratic. He ran for the U. S. Congress in 1872 and 1876 
but was defeated.

In 1877 he received the Republican nomination for Governor 
but was defeated by the former Confederate General, Simon 
Bolivar Buckner. Bradley played a promiment role in Republi 
can politics on the national level. In 1880 he seconded 
General Grant's nomination for President. In seconding the 
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nomination he said: "He gave voice and strength to the procla 
mation which struck the shackles from 4,000,000 of his fellow 
creatures. The merciless slave driver tremblingly read it by 
the flash of his victorious cannon. He pinned it on the breast 
of murderous treason with a million loyal bayonets." Bradley 
was one of the famous 306 delegates who voted for 37 ballots for 
General U. S. Grant for a third term in the Republican National 
Convention held in CBiicago in 1880.

Bradley was elected Governor of Kentucky in 1896 by a margin of 
8,919 votes. He had the honor of being the first Republican 
elected to this position in Kentucky. When his term expired, 
he moved to Louisville, thus leaving the Garrard County home 
he had lived in for approximately thirty years. While Governor, 
Bradley went to Chickamauga Battlefield in 1899 to dedicate 
Kentucky's monument and used these words: "It is equally true 
that those who were fortunately defeated were inspired by sincere 
devotion to principles conscientiously believed to be just; . . . 
and their heroic suffering and bravery entitle them to the 
admiration of all mankind." One can easily see the contrast 
between this speech and his nomination of Grant: one breathing 
fire of eloquence and "waving the bloody shirt" and the second 
breathing a sweet eloquence of a reunited country.

Bradley was elected three times as a member of the Republican 
National Committee from Kentucky. In 1896 Bradley ! s name was 
put in nomination by the Kentucky delegation to the Republican 
Convention for President of the United States. His name was 
many times voted for in the Republican National Convention for 
President.

Bradley was truly the Father of the Republican Party in Kentucky 
and the first Republican in Kentucky to hold both the Office of 
Governor and Senator. Ollie M. James, Democratic Senator from 
Kentucky, upon his death in 1914 said: "He was a distinguished 
lawyer, a great orator, and a profound Statesman."
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