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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The portions of Wrcester Acadeny included in this nom nation have
been selected to include the school”s Victorian classroom and dormtory
buil dings and to exclude later, twentieth-century construction on the
C&P"J us's southern portion. Included in this nomnation are portions of
Lot 5 shown in Assessors' Book I, p.35 and portions of Lots kk, kS
A7 and 1.8 shown in Assessors' Book ks P»33» For neasured boundari es,
see 155-1; the apProm mated area of l[and included in this nomnation
as 212,800 square feet. Buildings which stand within the bounds of this

istrict are:

1. Wal ker Hall, built 1889 éPuIIer & Del ano, architects): a tw and
one-hal f storoy c[ assroom bui l di ng of Romanesque Revival design, this
building is of brick constructionw th rock-faced sandstone trim Mjor
features include a wide sandstone entry area, arched w ndows (1st storey),
arched w ndows with transons (2d storey), gabled dorners and a slate-
covered hip roof,

2. The Megaron, built 1906 (architect tinknown): a one-storey brick
structure of Ronanesque Revival design, the Megaron has a symetrical
facade (south) with evenly spaced arched w ndows and a gabled entry porch
whi ch bears a nane pl aque. e Megaron was planned as a singlelargeroom
to provide a social center for the canpus. th the building' s nane and
its intended function consciously imtated the nmegaron as it existedin
classical antiquity.

3. Adans Hall, built 1892 (architect unknown): Adans Hall| i s a one and
one-half storey brick structure of rectangular plan with a ¢gh hip roof*
G late Gothic Revival design, the building's major features include a
buttressed entry porch with pointed-arch entry and el aborate traceryin
the entry transom sandstone trim w ndow |abels, and a central dorner
with nane pl aque and carved stone finial. The building's interior contains
a dining hall, Adans Hall isinunaltered condition,

k» Dexter Hall, built 1892 (Puller & Delano, architects): a three and
one-half storey brick dormtory with a symetrical facade (west) con-
taining central and end pavilions. The main entry is framed by a sandstone
surround of engaged lonic colums supporting a broken pedi nent, behind
which i s a sandstone and ironrailing. Qher decorative trimconsists
of sandstone noul di ngs, stone panels, a wooden cornice witii modillions
and fanlightsin gables,

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, eic.

Engi neering and Building Record, vol. XIX Mrch 2, 1889, p.«xi fWhI ker Hall);
X

. ~vol, XXIVv, Cct, 31, 1891, np. | (Dexter Hall]
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians,vol, XXXII, no,2, My
. 1973, p.129 (Daniels Gymasi un)
Barker & Nourse, |llustrations,,, (Kingsley Laboratories)

Nutt, C History of Wrcester and |ts People, vol, Il, pp, 730-73";
Vel »d, George Oti's, Ptgl'vwl%ggm er Acadeny: |tsLocations and Principals
J.-
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5, Kingsley Laboratories, built 1897 (Barker & Nourse, architects):
A three-storey brick builclTng with a hip roof and central, octagonal
cupola, the Kingsley Laboratory Building has a symmetrical facade, arranged
about a three and one-half storey central pavilion. Elements of the
building's design are derived from Romanesque Revival architectiire, such
as its rock-faced sandstone trim, sandstone entry arch with foliate carving
and dar_c:hed third-storey windows. The building remains in largely original
condition.

Buildings numbered 6 to 10 (inclusive) were included in an initial
survey of the campus, but have not been included in this nomination,

11, 81 Providence Street, built 1886-1896 (architect unknown): 8l
Providence Street is a two and one-half storey frame house of simple Queen
Anne style design. Among the building's features are some decorative
shingling, eyebrow dormers and a Tuscan entry porch with a low pediment
over the entry. Built for V/orcester Academy, this building's original
use is unclear, I

|

12, 60 Penn Street, built ca, 1690 (architect xinknown): a two-storey
frame house with elenents of Queen Anne style architecture, #60 Penn Street
was built by anindividual and. has a history unrelatedto Wrcester Acadeny,
Al 't hough conpatible inperiodwith the surrounding canpus, this structure
does not contribute to'ithe area's significance,

HSTCRCAL SINPIOX|E

Wor cester Acadeny was fotinded i n 1834 “the Worcester County Manual
Training School b%/ a group of Baptists seeking to establish "an acadeny
that would give the poor boy an opportunity for |iberal education." I n
the year of its founding $5,000 was raised locally to allow.the purchase
of asixty-acre farmonthe east side of Main Street (between nodern
Hanmond and La?ran e Streets) where a chapel anda "Mansion House" were
construct ed, n 163\, the Acaden}/,. El)_l agued by financial difficulties,
sold its Main Street canpus to El i Thayer and noved to the former head-
%garters of the American AntiquarianSociety at the corner of Sunmer and

| nont Streets, 1n 1869 Isaac Davis, the first president of the Acadeny,
pvirchased the present Union Hill canpus.

time of its purchase, the present canpus contained a large

| di ng which had been designed by the Worcester architectural
~Boyden andBall andconstructed i n 1852, Between 1852 and 1856
i1ding served as the V/orcester Medical College, between 1856 andi 860
the Ladies' Collegiate Institute (whichwas ruinedbythe financial
anic of 1857-1858) and between iQbli and 1865 as the Dale General Hospit al
or the care of wounded Union soldiers. After 1869 the building was
re-named Davis Hall, inhonor of Isaac Davis and served as classroom and
dormtory_ space for the school. Inthe md-twentiethcent urK Davis Hall
was denolished andreplaced by nodern buildings outside the boundaries

of this nom nation.
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Staple tolnventory form at bottom .
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7,

The first substantial building on the Union Hill campus to be designed
specifically for V/orcester Academy was Walker Hall (1889). During the
1890S, Walker Hall was followed by the construction of Adams Hall (1892)
and Dexter Hall (1892) on the campus's north side. With the completion
of the Kingsley Laboratories (1897) and the Megaron (1906), the school's
major period of building came to an end and the campus assumed mucL ;of
its present appearance. Currently in good condition, the buildings of
Worcester Academy preserve good examples of late Victorian institutional
architecture and have continuous associations with one of the city's

oldest schools.

Staple to Inventory form at bottCm



Lcrinunity: Fom No:
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Property Name |.'orcester Academy

Indicate each item on inventory foim v*iidi is being continued below.

Property List

Property Assessor's Data Present Owner
1.V.alker Hall Portions of Assessor's Trustees, Vvorcester
2, Megaron Book kf P» 35 Academy-
3. Adains Hall Lot 5 (indicated on nap 61 Providence Street
il. Dexter Hall 155) Worcester, Mass. 0160i|
5. Kingsley al so portions of

L aboratories Assessor's Book p. 33
6, Daniels Lots IJy.-1).5 inclusive

Gymnasiuni (ir.dicatied on map 155)

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



WORCESTER ACADEMY

81 Providence Street / Worcester, Massachusetts 01604 / Telephone (617) 754-5302

October 17, 1979

Mr. Charles A. Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register Re: Worcester Multiple
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service Resource Area
Department of the Interior

Pension Bldg. , 440 G Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

In response to your letter of September 27, 1979 to the Trustees of
Worcester Academy, | am pleased to advise you of the Trustees'
pleasure to hear that our properties have been nominated for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places.

It is the plan of the Trustees to maintain all of the buildingsin question
with relatively little change. Most of those will be attributed to the need
to guarantee safety of our students and personnel.

We are always proud to have visitors who enjoy architecture on our
campus, and we would hope that through the designation by the National
Register that still more people would enjoy our grounds.

So that we might cooperate in whatever way possible, | would ask that
you direct your mailings personally to me so that | might expedite
matter s.

Sincerely,

John A. Bloom
Headmaster

JAB:ers



A3--i;

A" A
a’J 19 ©d

(ATTACHED)

DATE AC

INITIALS



