FORM B - BUILDING Aly.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

In Area no. Form no.

AYA Y-
Y AJIVAN >
1. Town Fall River, Mass
Address 1975 Pleasant St.
Name Coughlin School

Present use School

Present owner City of Fall River

3. Description: Brick School

Date C.1893
Source Atlas
Style  Romanesgue
Architect Frank Irving Cooper
(olanue on building)
Exterior wail fabric Brick, masonry
Outbuildings (describe)

Other features Low, hipped roof y/ extended

eaves. Belt course Corbelled chimneys

Altered Date
Moved Date
Lot size: 30,878 sq. ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage 100
Approximate distance of building from street

25'

6. Recorded by Patricia Giza/Pam Fox

Organization ARCHP
Date 1/26/81



7. Original owner (if known) City of Fall River

10.

Original use School
Subseguent uses (if any) and dates

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education X Rel i gion

Architectural Exploration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Soci al /

Communication Military humani tarian

Community development Political Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) e e !

The Coughlin School (1893) i snotable as one of several substantial and well- ;
detailed late 19thcentury brick eight-room grammar schools and asthework of #V.
Frank Irving Cooper, a recognized New England expert i nschool design. -

During the1890's, nine school buildingswere erected i nFall River toacconmodate
the city's expanding population and replace out-dated facilities. The nunber of
schools increased from 42 i n 1889, with 182 study roons and 30recitation roons, to
about 50i n 1900, for anincrease of 64 classroons I ntwo cases t heschool depart-
nment hired architects who each designed two nearly identical schools, apolicy which
presumably Increased efficiency and reduced cost Thus t helocal architect

Joseph M Darling did thetwin Davol and Connell Schoolsabout 1892-3 and t he Boston
architect "rank Irving Cooper, anative of Taunton, washired todesign thevery
simlar Coughlin and Gsborn Schools.

Cooper '"'867-1933") was wi dely known i n New Engl and as a school architect and was a
fretment consultant tolocal school committees. | ntwo decades of independent
practice in Boston he designed nunerous college buildings and sone 200 el enentary
and high schools i nRhode Island, Massachusetts, NewHanpshire and Vernont, as well
as theBristol County Courthouse in Taunton (1892) and other public buildings.
Cooper studied under HH Richardson and worked i ntheoffices of Henry Van Brunt
and Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge before establishing his ownoffice i n 1892.

The Coughlin School opened i n1895 and was praised at thetime as "the nost
convenient and attractive school i nthecity." TheRomanesque detailing and
delicate brickwork greatly enliven thesturdy, symmetrical facade. Theschoo!l was
named for Dr. John Coughlin, whopracticed medicine i nFall River for 35 years and
served three times as Mayor. For twenty years Coughlin was a powerful figure in

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont”d)
ool shown
1883: no school shown «e
Water Dept.: Coughlin School, March 28, 1894 #5922 . A
Building Dept.: MNo record .
Fall River School Study, Vol.1, Coughlin School (erected 1893) ' ' ' e

Fall River and it sPoint of Interest, 1896 (source: name of builder)
Providence Journal, Nov, 16, 1964 (clipping)
City Docunents 1889-1894- norecord of architect ,



VINTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET nf Caranunity: Faom Na

MASSACHUETTS HISTORIC'VL COMISSON Fall River, Mass. 17N
Office of the Secretary, Bogon AY?-}7"K93
Property Name: Coughlin School

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

0.
H STOR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont'd)
state and national Denocratic politics, although he was unsuccessful i nhi s candidacies

for Lt. Governor and Congressman.

As adistinctive exanple of thelate 19thcentury brick school house, well-detailed and
largely intact, andas thework of an architect of regional inmportance, the Coughlin
School neets criteria A and C of the National Register, individually.

Staple to Inventory form at bOttorn



NPS Form 10.900-8 OMB No. 1024-0018
0.82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior y-
National Park Service n

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Iltem number Page '“yc<
Multiple Resource Area
Thennatic Group
Narne Fall River Multiple Resource Area
State MA
Nomi nat i on/ Type of Revi ew Date/Signature
'31. Coughlin School * mlm Keeper ~ / f |
SnfereS I n tSe Attest
32. Crescent Mill National Rea:|R¢
Kntered in the Attest
33. Davol School 1
Attest

34. Davol, William C, Jr., HousSntere*Tn tSe® yfeeper ~g/f3
National Register

At test
35. Downtown Fall River Historic Dafl™ In tliS  /tteeper JyMI> MpdA-MWWYA L
Hatlonal Register
Attest
36. Durfee Mills > MJoge ir. tne fKeeper ~"ALANA"AALANDA
Hat | onal Regl ate_ —
Attest
SntereS Ir. f %
37. Earle, John M, House JJatlonal Begistex/ *per ~V ~J
. Attest
Sitered  iC,tme ,
38. Fall River Bleachery National  Register yl"par JV<MAYJ
. Attest
SnfereS tie .
39, First Baptist Church
Attest
40, Flint Mills
Attest

N
ayye
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Coughlin School (Fall River MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS
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Substantlva Raviaw: _i"sample raguest appeal NR decision
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Data
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Nomination raturnad for: .technicai corrections cited beiow
.Substantive reasons discussad balow

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classlfflcatlon

4. Owner of Property
5. Location off Legal Peacription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

| I>tOI»T ym» W

m Pescription

- summary paragraph
L completeness
I' clarity
; aiterations/integrity
dates
- boundary selection



8. Slgnifficance

ATM* «* tliwHIcMm Ci>mak mm* tumtify

a#MHle dam MMw AroMtMt

9tatomoivt  of Sl*nMloaiioo  (In i

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
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justification of exception
other

9. I/lajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata
»rwBi el nenilnatM propany

Ouadi

mm

r «»«cr«a« mm# Ju«tmeatlon

11. Form Prepared By

12.

Th* cvaluatMI (IgnHtcanc* of thl* propany wntiin ttw Mat*

State Historic Preservation Officer

national atala local

»I»la Mlalorle Praaatvation OtWeaf aignatura

Certification

nomination may be directed to

tmt date
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other
Questions concerning this
Sianed Date
Comments for any item may be continued on an

attached

Phone:

sheet

202

'YAYAAM,

272

-3504









Please refer to the map in the
Iple Property Cover Sheet
for this property »

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279
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