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DESCRIPTION
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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ?T"sh house w^s built in 18?? in r-. TT- clous, cornSort^ble 
style that h~s endured for ^ore th'-m ' century. A. writer in 1931 
described it ^s "distinctive because of the simplicity of its 
design, the sturdiness of its structure ^nd the -ir of hospitality 
thst seems to wrnp it like  "  n.'~nt7. e» fl The description nould be 
just -is aipt - 'ind felicitous - todny.

It could be considered - t^ic°.l 19th century rur "1 -America 
f .'-rrnhouse. Or '  tynic'! l T.ei-r En.^1 r nd snltbox with one-story v/in^s 
fore -nd ?ft. Or -* ss it was by the 1.931 writer - ~ "Louisisn? 
style" house thnt resembled "the --irpl r-ne type of -rchitecture we 
knovr todny. " In any c-^se, it h.-rd porches (two of then now screened
- virtually the only outside changes the house h"s undergone), 
rooms thp.t sre mostly 18 feet square and high-ceilinged, French 
doors, >r-nd b-; y irindows. And ch'-in-res, interior -n well -"-s exterior, 
h»ve been kept to r rninimu/?!. ' - : l^rge clothes press h::s been 
converted into n b^thrcop.. Electricity h-s been ^d.ded, of course, 
nnd piped~in woter fro^ the j60-foot-d.eep vrcll on the property.

Oririnc'lly the house, p--rt of   . 120--cre fnrr^ stead, w'-s flunked, 
not only trees, shrubs, orchards, ^nd vineyards, but nlso by such 
traditional Pncill^rv structures n s rie'^t house, x\rood. r.hed, Irurdry 
room, open--ir kitchen, -,nd servant quarters. Only the sr-okehou.se
 ind cell r remain tod-'-y ... with trees ^nd shrubs th-'t viTtu.'nlly 
hide the house fron the street,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The I.T... r-i-, _oT̂ T -i r;rji p f ^o'jse is s"^ >"*rif "^ '"' int on sever-""' counts. 
For one thin~. it is thf<t r~re Oklrhor!' structure thot h-s survived 
f '"'?"' noro th~n  " century virtu r: llv Hith^ut ch/n^e. Neither lor*1 e^-bin. 
no":" in' n si on . ^ t. v-", r "built in IP'7? ''r> '; ccnfoi'to'bvf;. "but, not rrotoTiti.

"1 ~!

tor1 ". 7, roHr>rnised rT to utilities, but othei^iise rrich tho "^r.e 
f*o7'i.£cTt.'?'h1c , boxy, bc~oorchcr!.. twc-story fr^no houi^e it h^s Tlv"^?;
"bcOH. CO IT -l.G to to OT*1 fTI H""! OolTTT* HTld. Sv>riO'!''oh.r'''J.OO»

The ho'ioe in 'Iso significant hecv use of tno nt a ture of its 
builder --nd the long, acti^re role he plnved in the social -nd economic 
life of the Fort Gibson -'.re'-. . Florinn Form den Nnch w--s born in 
Loui3i-.no in 1.837. He c'ano to Fort Oibrron, Indian Territory, in 1^53. 
But for tho Civil VMr yesrs he cpont tho rent of hi r, life there. He" 
died in 19?C. (Sirnific-ntly, his d-u?;htcr, whn w-s bcrn in tho house, 
C;-.KG b?ck to it 1 --ter, living in it until she died in 1970.)

K-5oh, -n inter-mrried Cherokee (his first wife was ;. ROGS, 
his second ;.- Rogers, two of the best known f-nily n-^ne,3 in the old 
Cherokee Mntion), wvs in the mercantile business in F ./rt Gibson 
before -;nd r^fter the Civil TJ--r. /-fter the w-r he =lso becr-rr.e 
involved in f^rnin^ and stock-r.^isinp*. Active in l-'^sonrv nil his 
life, he served --s grord rnoster of Masons in Indian Territcrv for 
three ve-rs, 1885-1837.

Tho M.'-.sh house - one of the most gracious "civi-li'-n 111 residences
in .-m important ^.-irrison town - w-'c a logical so-inl center for the 
Fort Gibson -ro-, civilian and niilit^ry. Couple. I with dish's biisinesc 
-otivi.tios -r.d ^is clcso tier with tho' Chsrokee ration, it is n.6t 
surprising th--t ^ver the yo-rs (r-.t le-st until statehood in 190?> the 
II':sh h-.>u.so - :C -'V-iod-tod Fo.rt Gibs-n ^ffioors, inrjcrt^nt visitors 'fro^r 
W'-shinr:tor, -od --very Principal Chipf ' nd other loaders of tho Cherokoo
»T, 4-.-; ^^

Intor^-ctirr, if not supr-nely significant, the "T -sh House is 
believed to h-vo boon built, -t le-st in p--rt f with somo historic 
lumber. In 18^-3, Piloyf s Ch^nel, !v«ned for .-, woll, kn-wn Cherokeo 
TTeth-^di st family, T. s built of native pine lumber -'ust southo st of
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ne'-rby Tahlequah, capital of the Cherokee Nation from 1PM until 
1907. In it the Methodist Church's Indian Mission Conference was 
organized and at least four of its annual sessions held. It stood 
until 1868, when it was torn down to make way for a larger brick 
structure. "ccording to existing records, the "Hr.ber "was sold to 
F. IT. N--sh of Fort Gibson for building purposes." The long-time 
general counsel of the Cherokee Nation, Earl Boyd Pierce, is 
convinced that Nash hauled this seasoned pine lumber to Fort Gibson 
to use in the construction of his new house in 1872.


