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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

When St. Mary's Church was dedicated‘in September 1847, it was a rectangular
two-story building, approximately 50 feet wide by 100 feet long, having
classrooms on the first floor and the church proper on the second. Designed
by Victor Schulte, it was a simple, classical composition with pilasters or
engaged columns defining the three bays of its symmetrical facad%?(west
-elevation), which was surmounted by a four-stage domed cupola. Doric
pilasters marked the ends and bays of north and south elevations and in each
bay were a rectangular window lighting the lower story and a round-arched
window lighting the auditorium above,

Of this fabric only the north and south walls remain relatively intact. 1In
1866 the parish erected a separate school building, and in 1866-67 the '
twenty-year-old church was very extensively altered under the direction of
Victor Schulte.\ The first story was eliminated; first floor windows were
bricked up; and the auditorium floor was lowered. An addition was built
at the east end, and a new facade and spire were erected on the west, 7 The
new construction echoed the original's classical flavor, but the facade of
the 1860's was more ornamental than its predecessor, It is in this post-
Civil War form, by and large, that St, Mary's comes down to us.

In plan the church is I-shaped, a rectangular block oriented east-west,
having shallow projecting sections at the four corners, and measuring ,
overall some 54 feet wide by 152 feet long. Built of cream-colored Milwau-
kee brick, the walls are now deep gray in hue. A low hipped roof covers th
fabric., The facade is a symmetrical three-bay design, with one round-atche%,
canopied portal in each bay, round-arched brick panels above north and sout
entries, arched panels and windows above the central (largest) portal, and
a three-stage bracketed and arcaded steeple rising above the central bay.

Fitted with paneled wood double doors and stained glass lunettes, the three
west portals open into the narrow vestibule from which one enters the audi-
torium. At the west end of this space is the balcony-organ loft; at the
east end, the domed chancel. A simulated vault of pressed metal crowns the
auditorium; and in the plaster work of the walls classical motives predomi-

nate. Though spacious, the interior is unpretentious, comfortable, and
intimate in scale and spirit, and is enhanced by such attractive fittings
as the carved wood alter (installed in 1878), the figurative stained glass
windows, and the chancel mural. Representing the Annunciation, this mural
was given to St, Mary's Parish in 1865 by Ludwig I of Bavaria.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
7 A
Erected in 1846-47, St. Mary's is the oldest surviving church fabric in the
city of Milwaukee and was built for the community's first German-speaking
Roman Catholic parish, ¥ It is, furthermore, the earliest of Milwaukee's
three Zopfstil churches designed by the German-born carpenter-architect
Victor Schulte, who also planned St, John Cathedral (1847-53) and Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church (1849-50). St. Mary's Church was named a
Milwaukee Landmark in 1970, '
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National Register.
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forth by the National Park Service
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