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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church of Sedgwick is the finest example of classic
g R S —
Greek Re%ival architecture on the Maine coast. It'e elevated site together

with its monumental doric portico, refleeting a Grecian temple facade, and

its s;ately belfry make a powerful statement of its style.

The facade is finished in mgtched boards whereas the sides and rear
are done in clapboard, styte: There is a pilaster at each corner of the
structure and three large windows on each side.

The whole structure is topped with a steeple done in three sections.
The top and most ornate section of the steeple, the belfry, has recently
been razed.

The building as a whole is structurally sound and, except for the
portion of the steeple that was removed, has been well cared for by the con-

gregation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of this structure, besides the fact that it has
always been a Baptist Church, is its architecture. It is one of the
most sophisticated and impressive Greek Revival Churches in Maine.

The church was designed by Benjamin S. D ;ne, a distinguished
architect, who came to Bangor in the 1830's. From 1830 to 1850 Deane
planned many Greek Revival Churches, the Sedgwick Church of 1837, the
Blue Hill Congregational Church of 1842-43, the North Sedgwick Baptist
Church 1845 and the Somesville Congregational Church.

Deane designed the Sedgwick Baptist Church from a drawing by Asher
Be?j%éin (1773f1845)’ a noted American architect, which was its proto-
type and Deane's inspiration. The prototype may be found in Benjamin's
PRACTISE OF ARCHITECTURE.

This classic piece of architecture is not only a tribute to Benjamin

S. Deane and Asher Benjamin, but remai a significant and important
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part of our Nation's architectur;




The Ellsworth American.

American Art.

Green, Samuel M.

Ellsworth, Maine, Thursday, October 5, 1972.

The Ronald Press Company, New York, 1966.

pp. 211-213.
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NAME AND TITLE:
Richard D. Kelly, Jr. — Historic Preservationist
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maine Historic Preservation Commission Sept., 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Western Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Augusta

CODE

23

STATE

Maine

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

0 State [ Local @

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hi ic Preservation
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