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Historic Nane Al exander Foster House

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Use: Presait multi-famlv residence
property on back of phot o,
Staple toleft side of 8orm, Original residence
DEssuPTiog
4
Dat e ca. 1860

:Source  nap research

Style [talian Villa
Architect none
gcetch Mg Draw nap showing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior wall Fcdaric cl apboard
geogr afiiical features. Indicate all buildings
betweai inventoried property and nearest Qut bui l dings  none

inter section(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) none

CMdition Excellent
See Attached Assessor's Mg
Mved no Date n/a
Acr eage Less than one acre.
Setting The Foster House i slocated on
the southern slope of Spring Hill in

an urban residential area.
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NATI ONAL REQ STER O | TERI A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

As ane of the first and bes-preserved high style lItalianate villas in
Somerviiie, the Alexander Foster Hause retains in;%rity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, axd association fulfills Criterion Cof
the National Register of Historic Places an the local level.

ARCHITECTORAL SCHIFICANCE Describe in“rtant architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the cdVitminity.

The Alexander Foster Haouse is significant as the city's best-conserved example
of an Italiante villa. The quaretowared house is moddled an the country
resdences of rural Italy. It is typical of the pattern bak villas inspired
by the publications of Andrav Jackson Doawning Noatable features include the
paired brackets, short le returns, pandled corner pilasters and oculus
window in the gable. The 6/6 windons have bracketed lintels ad sills. The
full-width front porch has quadrant struts.

HISTCBICAL SGHIFICANCE Explain the role ownas played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devdopntent of the connunity.

Alexander Foster and his son, Alexander Foster |1, ware Bagon lumber _
dealers. Sudh busnessmen wee & the first settlers of the Spring Hill
area. Laurd Street wes platted in but was nat substanially built an

until mud later. Foster wes amayg the first to build an Italianate Villa a
Soring Hill's southern dope. Fav of the Soring Hill's early high-style
houses have survived in such near-original condition. Subssquet devdopment
of Laurd Street was varied, several brick apartment rows a few small workers
housss ad several two-family houses were added by 1900.
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