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Historic Name Alexander Foster House 
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Z E N  

DTM REFERENCE 19 - 326/780 - ^ 6 9 V 4 l O 

Boston Nor th USGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE ^•.2^,0^0 

Use: Presait multi-familv residence 

Original residence 

DEsauPTioq 

Date ca. 1860 

:Source map research 

Style Italian V i l l a 

Architect none 

Exterior wall Fcdaric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

CCMldition Exce 11 ent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The Foster House is located on 

the southern slope of Spring H i l l in 

an urban residential area. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Massachusetts Historical C.nmm. 

Date May IQS^ 



NATIONAL REGISTER OlITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

As one of the first and best-preserved high style Italianate villas in 
Somerviiie, the Alexander Foster House retains integrity of location, design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and fulfil ls Criterion C of 
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level. 

ARCHITECTORAL SICHIFICANCE Describe in^rtant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ocMtminity. 

The Alexander Foster House is significant as the city's best-conserved example 
of an Italiante villa. The square-towered house is modelled on the country 
residences of rural Italy. It is typical of the pattern book villas inspired 
by the publications of Andrew Jackson Downing. Notable features include the 
paired brackets, short gable returns, panelled corner pilasters and oculus 
window in the gable. The 6/6 windows have bracketed lintels and s i l ls . The 
full-width front porch has quadrant struts. 

HISTCBICAL SIGHIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developntent of the connunity. 

Alexander Foster and his son, Alexander Foster I I , were Boston lumber 
dealers. Such businessmen were among the first settlers of the Spring Hill 
area. Laurel Street was platted in 1843 but was not substanially built on 
until much later. Foster was among the first to build an Italianate Villa on 
Spring Hill's southern slope. Few of the Spring Hill's early high-style 
houses have survived in such near-original condition. Subsequent development 
of Laurel Street was varied, several brick apartment rows, a few small workers 
houses and several two-family houses were added by 1900. 
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