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1. Name

historic GWION BURYING GROND AT SANDY BANK
and/or common BE L ROK CEMETERY

2. Location

dreat & number GREEN STREET (COR. OF MEDFORD ST. 8 GONVERE AVE) not for publication
city, town MALDEN vicinity of congressiond district  Seventh
gae MASSACHUETTS code 025 county MIDDLESEX code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X_ public J( occupied agriculture museum
bulldIng(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered _X yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military JL_ other: Cemetery

4. Owner of Property

nane aTY - MNLCEN BOYD O- TRETEES EMVETERY CHPARIMENT

street & nunier c/ o FOESTMALE (BMETERY, 150 FOEST STREET

city, town MALDEN vicinity of dae MASSACHUETTS
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic. REGISTRY OF DEEDS MIDDLESEX GOUNTY COURTHOUSE

street & number 140 THORNO KE STREET

city, town CAMBER O state MSSAHEETTS

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of the Commonwedlth hesthis property been determined eegible? yes ™ no

dae 1977 federal state county local

depogtory for survey records MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
BOSTON MSSAAH EETTS

city, town state



Description common Burying Ground at Sandy Bank

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated X unatered X original site
X good ruins atered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Bel| Rock Cenetery is a grassy wooded plot of slightly nmore than three acres, located i nthe
south-west comer of Maiden.* Theburial ground lies tothe west of Main Street andjustto
the east of arailroad line andthe Maiden (or North) River. Aresidential neighborhood is
adj acent to nost of the site. The east, or principal, entrance i s on Geen Street. Mdford
Street and Converse Avenue border the cemetery t othe north andto the south.

The site is rectangularinplan, except for asnmall triangular | ot inthe south-west coner,
once used as part of a passenger railway station. The grounds, enclosed with a low wall of
coursed granite rubbl estone, slope about ten feet fromthe north-east t othe south-west. In
the central area, where the ol dest gravestones are found andthe elevation i s | owest, noss
covers nost of the ground. Mature henml ock, oak, andwhite pine trees are clustered throughout
the site. Nne famly crypts and 493 headstone narkers are extant within the burying ground.
Mbst of the early stones are of local slate; those after 1820 are generally of marble or
granite. The stones date from 1670t 01909 and are laid out at random Only a fewfamly
plots fromthe 19th century are arranged formally i n lots enclosed by | owgranite partitions.
In nearly every instance, the early stones (e.g., before 1800) face toward the south. This
local variation fromthe customof directing stones toward the east originated by having the
mai n pathway into the grounds, at least through the 1880s, enter fromthe south, of f Burying
Gound Lane (nowConverse Avenue).

The only existing pathway, overgrown with grass, leads i nfrom Qeen Street, past an aging
wooden gate and conmenorative tablets, through sone tonbs i n earth-covered nounds, and into
the central area,crowded with gravestones. The tonbs neander, in arough parallel to Geen
Street, fromnorth t osouth. Wile sone of the brick andgranite tonmbs have been reinforced
with a stucco covering, other have, since 1900, been renoved, andthe nounds have been graded.
The entire southeast quadrant of the burying ground, where there are fewheadstones or tonbs,
Is conparatively flat,

Founded on the "sandy bank" |anding of the Maiden River, the burying ground was, inits early
period, a marshy site. Bordering it were tracts of farm and, known as Perkin's Marsh, a
pasture, andclay pits used for brick-mking. The town neetinghouse stood, until 1730, just
to the north inwhat i s nowBell Rock Park. Constructioninthe imediate vicinity of the
railroad, in 1845 anda river wharf, in 1847, ended the pastoral setting of the chamel
grounds.  An 1849 account describes the premses as "nuch neglected,” with cartpaths cut above
"moss-covered stones...thrown down or sunk i nthe earth." Fifty or nmore graves were [osti n
the 1840s t oa |unberyard, and stones covering one-quarter of an acre disappeared in 1851 for
the building of a chemcal m |l andtwopublic roadways (the present Medford and Geen Streets)
Sale of the quarter-acresite provided the town with the noney for the rubberstone wall,
conpleted in 1851,

h an 1843 nap of Maiden, the boundaries of the cemetery extend to the Maiden River. The town
sold the three lots which front onthe river between 1853 and 1857, after the railroad had
severed themfromthe burial ground. Nb records indicate whether gravestones once stood on
these lots (nowleased to the Massachusetts Electric Conpany).
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In 1881, thecenetery commttee, reporting thecondition of thegrounds as a "reproach
to thetown," had years of brush undergrowth and deposits of rubbish removed fromt he
site. Carriage paths were also laid out, and trees and vines were planted "to conceal
the ravages made by time." Annual maintenance by thecity has continued sincel881.

In 1891, after aproliferation of new housing i nt heneighborhood, residentsunsuccessfully
petitioned thecity government t ohave t hestones plowed-under and t he grounds reclai med

as a park or playground. A simultaneous threat tothecenmetery cane fromthenearby railroad
and manufacturing plants. For over half a century, theconstant passage of freight trains
repeatedly shook t hegravestones and left accunulations of soot on them A report published
in 1916 concluded that numerous markers vani shed between 1880 and 1915.

During t hepast two decades, t hesurroundings of Bell Rock have become nore residential and

| ess industrial. Trains rarely travel alongside it sgrounds, and stretches of the riverbank
have been | andscaped. The burying ground i smaintained well and preserves much of its
primeval appearance. Vandalism while infrequent, i slargely responsiblefor thedeteriorating

condition of thirty-eight gravestones which arefractured or toppled over onto the ground.
The 1981 assessnent for t heproperty i s $13,500.

*Predictibally this was thefirst area of settlement i nMalder®which was established as an
i ndependent town i n 1649.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture X religion
140& -1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature X. sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education X military social/
1700-1799  Xart engineerin nusi ¢ hunani tari an
1800-1899 commerce explorati O sett | enent phi | osophy t heat er
1900- communications i ndustry pol i ti cs/ gover nnent transportation
I nvention other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1649-1820 Bui I der/ Architect Joseph Lanson, Jaines Foster

Statenment of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Bell Rock Ceneteiy possesses integrity of location, design, materials, setting and

wor kmanship and i s significant asatreasury of the early nortuary art of New Engl and.

Its surviving gravestones, nearly all of which date before 1820, constitute sone of the
finest and earliest decorativecarvings i n Massachusetts. The burial ground al so clains
the distinction of being the resting place of settlers fromthe Geat Mgration of 1630, of
M chael Wgglesworth, and of veterans fromthree colonial wars.

A Gonmon Burying Gound within the Charlestown Gant, of which Miiden originally formed a
part, existed at Sandy Bank before 1649, the year of the incorporation of Miden, and
conceivably as early as 1638. \While the ol dest interrment docunented from probate records
occurred in 1654, earlier burials came fromthe Mystic Side settlementsand, until 1660,
from Charlestown. Vital records from Maiden alone attest to 148 known burials prior to 1700.

The dimnutive headstone of Alice Brackenbury (d. 1670) i s the ol dest marker at Bell Rock,
and anong the nost ancient stones i n NewEngland executed i nthe ornanental tradition. The
first use i n NewEngland of architectural omament, along with custonary enblens of skulls,
wi ngs, shovels, and hourgl asses, appears onthe Thomas Cal| stone of 1676. Anong ot her
stones fromthe 1670s, sone |isted i n 1849 and 1891 descriptions have di sappeared, and others
were al ready deteriorated i nthose years.

The work of the earliest recognized stone carvers i nthe Boston area, Joseph Lanson
(1658-1722) and Janes Foster (1651-1732), is preserved onseveral gravestones at Bell Rock.

A Lanson stone nenorializinghis wife, aMiden wonan, dates from 1703. The Peter and Mary
Tufts stone (1702-3), also attributed to Lanson, i s the nost omate stone at Bell Rock. 1t s
eschatol ogical motifs include cross bones, nmoustached soul effigies, inps, foliage, and
gourds. The haunting "death head" identified with Foster's carvings appears onthe 1697
gravestone of his father-in-law. Job Lane.

John Upham (1597-1681), ancestor of the Anerican Uohamfam |y, has the earliest birthdateof
those interred at Sandy Bank. His son Phineas perished i n 1676, according to the inscription
on his stone, from"wounds receivedinthe Indian " (i.e.. King Phillip's Wr). The
headstones of forty veterans of the Revolutionary Vér and four mnisters of Miden also |ie
within the walls of Bell Rock. The nost famous of these nenorializes the Reverend M chael
Wggl esworth (1631-1705), the Puritan poet, diarist, theologian, and physician. The grave-
stone of the Reverend EliakimWIlis (1735-1799) i s arare exanple of aportrait stone
arranged i nthree pedinented tablets, and the marker to the Reverend Joseph Enrerson (1699-
1767), forty-five years mnister of Maiden, coomenorates the patriarch of the Emrerson

lineage i n Anerica.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Annual Report of the Financial Concerns of the Town of Maiden, March 1, 1850, Boston, 1850.
Corey, Deloraine P., History of Maiden, Maiden, M\ Published by the author, 1899.

10. Geographical Data ARAE KO MUJ
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres (131,598 sq. ) L]\/I I\G’ \E‘EQSOOO

Quadrangle name Boston North
UMT References Quadrangle scale.
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Verbal boundary description and justification " N~ L A- ) n- r-~io

. Property bounding the junction of the Saugus Branch
Railroad and Meaford St. and running easterly along Mdford St. to the junctionwth
Geen St., thence running southerly along Geen St. to the intersection of (nverse

Avenue, and then westerly along Qonverse Avenue and north-westerly by a snall parcel

List all states andcounties for properties overfapping state or county boundaries (cont'd.)
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with
nameftitte  Jeffrey Cronin

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae May, 1981
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown Boston, state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission dae

For HCRS use only
I here” certify that this property is Included In the National Register
" Entered inthe /
National Heglster date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Simlar toburial grounds i nrural England, Sandy Bank has |ong had a secondary use as a
recreational spot. Throughout the 18th century, the town permtted livestock owned by
wi dows to graze on the site. Qows and horses pastured there during nost of the 19th

century. In later years, enployees from adjoining factories regularly spent lunch hours
sitting and strolling anong the mpss-covered gravestones.

Burial spaces became scarce around 1820. Few inteirrments ensued after Salem Street Cenetery
opened i n 1828. The city prohibitedburials in 1882, allowi ng exceptions only for those
with famly lots. The final internment occurred i n 1949, three full centuries after the
first burials were floated on barges to Sandy Bank up the Mystic and Maiden Rivers.

A century-long tradition i n Miden of appreciation for Bell Rock Cenetery has been

instrumental i npreserving the grounds as a site of outstanding antiquity. |Inthe 1880s,
residents raised funds for itsmintenance, renaned the site "Bell Rock Cenetery,"
transcribed headstones inscriptions, and even exhunmed sone graves. In 1881, the City
Press reported the cenetery as "a place dear to our citizens." The city, in 1899, 1928,

1949, and again i n 1977, installed historic plaques by the front gates, and patriotic

exercises at the grounds on Washington's Birthday, first held during the Washington
Bicentennial in 1932, have continued annually.
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(at the south-west corner of the acreage), andfinally to the north by
the railroad tracks.

Nb Assessor's parcel nuner is assigned to the premses.



Name

state, County J7U
Working Number 7. *P.y/
t*Nominaticm

Determination of Eligiblity
On Nomination Form

MapsJ
Photos

Nomination prepared by:
N State Staff

L ocal

Other

dnr-3

Fed Norn or Request—Agency

Federal Register Date <M. 7,

__ Bldg(s Within:

_NSite Multiple Resource Area
Object Thematic Group
Structure
District

Entered in the
Action:Mfario"WAN*®™ Check if Appropriate:
*ACCEPT E£f7yif/ state Request for Review
RETURN Keeper's Decison to Review
REJECT 2nd Return

|. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format  Yes

2. Significance Statement
Short Format  Yes

3. ConceptsAntegrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. ConceptsBoundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary)

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

Good
Adequate
Poor Comments
No
No
See Attached

U.S. Department of thelnterior


















ENTR ES IN, T,-¢g"? ffi X P, REQ STER

STATE
Date Entered AB27 18l
Name Location
Granits Keystone Bridge Rocl Tport
Essex County
[*Consoa Burying Ground at Gandy Bank Maiden
I-liddlesas County
SalcT. Street Buryins Groimd -
1-jjdford
Middlesex County
Int&rEodicte iiuilding VTallcsley Hills
ITorfolk County
Bci:2ter Hill Vest YariMuth n

EarT.Et:£.ble Countiy

Honorable pful E. Tsongns Also notified

Eonorsble Ed“ad I-l. iCennedy State ilistoric Preservation Officer
Honorable Hicholas |™avroules IIrs, Patricia L. UeslowsLi
Honorable Edvard J. Markey Executive Director

Honorable Margaret H. Kecklcr Ilassachusetta ilistorlcal Consoission
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 294 yaslxinfEton Street

Mid-Atlantic Region, NPS Ik)Eton, llassachusetts 02103

NR Eady/bjr/9/1/81

f'-~rther information, please call the National Register at (202)iiU=£IAIlIL

272-3504



