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The building which houses the Bangor Children's Home is a large 
Mansard_rpoifed structure, three stories in height. It is basically 
rectangular in shape, with symmetrical projections and a one story, 
flat roofed structure along the back. The walls are of red brick 
over a granite basement and are divided into two equal stories by a 
projecting belt course. The Mansard roof contains the third story 
and is pierced by numerous dormers with ornamental hoods and finials 
decorated in the "SticJ/__Sty_le". The large porte cochere which pro­ 
jects from the front is similarly decorated with open stick-like 
ornaments. The windows of the lower floors are strongly molded in 
brickwork which forms a low arch over each. The cornice is of bold 
brick projections with brick brackets at the corners as well as 
on either side of and above the second floor windows. The facade 
is symmetrical and is divided into a central section which is recessed 
between two flanking elements. The flankers contain double windows 
on each floor, above which is a double dormer. The central section 
over the porte cochere has two widely spaced central windows, above 
which is a central triple dormer. Several large chimneys project 
from the roof. During the early 20th century, a simple one story 
columned porch with a railing was added to an original terrace on 
the left side.

The interiors are largely original. However, wall color schemes 
have been changed, and plumbing and kitchen facilities have been replaced 
through modernization,. The first floor contains several large airy 
rooms, including a paneled reception room. Many of these rooms have 
fireplaces and several can be thrown together ensuite, via large double 
doors. The second floor contains the main dormitories as well as matron's 
quarters and a library which is located over the entrance hall. The third 
floor contains smaller bedrooms, several of which were originally designated 
as guest rooms. There are numerous bathrooms and lavatories because the 
building was designed for these facilities in 1868. Below is a large, 
finished granite cellar.

Inspite of its solid walls and large Mansard roof, the Bangor Children's 
Home hardly presents a forbidding appearance. Its outlines are broken and 
enlivened by the decorative carpentry work of the dormers, and the ornate 
porte cochere, and the slender pinnacles which grow from their roofs. The 
house stands on a large lot, well supplied with trees and commands a panorama 
of the Bangor cityscape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bangor/Children's Home represents an early commission of 
Henry W. Hartwpll, later senior partner of the prominent Boston firm 
of Hartwell, loLchardson and Driver. The details of its numerous dormers 
and porte cochere show it to also be one of Maine's first examples of 
the so-called "Stick Style" popular in the post Civil War era. On a 
different level, it is evidence of the social and humanitarian concerns 
of mid-Victorian America.

/
The Children's Home is the oldest philanthropic institution in 

Bangor. its original charter was granted by the Maine Legislature 
in__1839, incorporating it as the Bangor Females Orphan Asylum. Its 
first home was a modest structure on 4th street. This was supported 
largely by the efforts of the Union Female Education Society founded 
in 1835.

Thepresent structure was; erected_wlth funds offered by Franklin 
W. Pitcher_in~1865 from the estate of his late wife Sarah. She had 
directed that her money be used "for benevolent and religious purposes." 
At Pitcher's insistance, the Asylum was rechartered to admit boys. By 
an act of the Maine Legislature, the institution assumed its present title 
in 1866. The cornerstone was laid on September 2, 1868 amid elaborate Masonic 
ceremonies. The building was dedicated on October 6, 1869, a portrait of 
Mrs. Pitcher being hung in the reception room.

The total cost of the structure was placed at $25,000, not including 
the lot which was donated by James Smith, Jr. The adjoining lot, used 
largely as a playground, was the gift of Samuel Prentiss in 1914. The 
maintainance and insurance of the building has been provided for by the 
citizens of Bangor in the form of a permanent trust. The Bangor Children's 
Home stands today, continuing to fulfill its original purpose more than 
a century after its construction.
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