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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPRPEARANCE

Smokemont (Luftee) Baptist Church

Building #276

Lat. 35° 33' 120

Long. 83° 18' 20.05"

Recommended level of Treatment: Preservatlon
Cost Estimate N/ A

This is a rectangular building with a single, extended s

front. It is one story with attic. Itis a frame structure with weather-
- board walls, painted white. The roof is gabled, and covered with sheet
- metal. The upper portion of the steeple extends approximatély 10' above
the roof, and is roofed in sheet metal, topped by a lightning rod. The top

four feet of the steeple is louvered to form a belfry.

Overall size of the main room is 50'X30', and the entryway formed by

tye extended tower is 8'X8’.

Basic Interior Plan: Basic interior is an auditorium with foyer. The
bell is still in place in the bel fry, and attic and belfry may be reached

- by ladder through a trap door. There are no stalrs.

Religious and homecoming services are held occasionally, so the building

is still furnished with pews, a pot-bellied stove, and a
‘'no modern utilities.

Floors: The floor is 1%8'' board, unfinished.

- Ceilings: The ceiling is 1'x8" pine, unfinished.

Windows: There are a total of seven windows in the building. All are
rectangular, single hung. There is a9 over 9 in the end of the extended

steeple, and the steeple is flanked by 4 over 4 windows.
4 over 4's on the east and west sides of the main room.

- of the windows are manufactured. There are several broken lights.

Doors: There are a total of three doors. There is one
back of the building, and two opening into the extended

are standard size, rectangular. They are four panel, wooden, with

“modern hardware.

Heat for the building is provided by a wood burning pot-

there is a central, single, brick chimney.

General Location: The building is oriented north and south, and sits on
a hill overlooking Smokemont Campground. It is located on the east side

&gggggfllyftelg River, off U. S. Highway 441, in Great Smoky Mountains

teeple on the

pulpit. There are

There are two
All components

on the south, or
steeple. All doors
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Smokemont Baptist Church, historically known as Oconaluftee Baptist.
Order of significance: 3rd

The present church building was erected in 1912. However, the church
was organized at a much earlier date. The church was constituted
June 6, 1836. The constituting presbytery was made up of Adam Corn
and David Elder. Robert Collins and Ephraim Minges were elected
deacons, and the charter membershlp totaled 21.

Rules of decorum were estabhshed by-laws were, promulgated and the
church as an organization was a reality.

Records of the church were kept until 1895.

In the isolated communities of the Great Smoky Mountains, the church
was a center of social, as well as spiritual life. The records of the
Oconaluftee Baptist contain records of deaths, marriages, baptisms,
and the joining and leaving of the fellowship by members. There are
also records of members being called before the church and being
charged with such offenses as swearing, lying, and slander. In many
cases the accused was found guilty and excluded from membership in
the church. In others, the charges were proven unfounded, and the
cases dropped.

The name of the community and church were changed in the early 1900's
from Oconaluftee to Smokemont. This came about when logging and
lumbering operations began in the mountains, and a lumber company
established its headquarters on the Oconaluftee River and called the
camp Smokemont.

It cannot be determined why no church records were kept following 1895.
The church continued as a body until 1935, some 40 years later. At that '
Pma the Smokemont area was included in Great Smoky Mountains National




‘Records, 1836-1894, Oconaluftee Baptist Church

Hall, Joseph H.

Smoky Mountain Folks and Their Lore.

Cataloochee Press, Asheville, 1960.
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The church is still used on occasion, chiefly as a hothecoming site for
descendants of Oconaluftee area pioneers. )

The church has been rehabilitated and repaired by the persons using it
in the years since 1935. Unfortunately, care has not always been taken
to maintian the original integrity of the building.

However, the association of a distinctive culture, and the documentation
s provided by the records make it a valuable part of the pioneer story.
Generally, documented history is non-existent. in the mountains.




