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DESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R @ NAL (IF KNOAWY) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Al umae Gymmasi um dedicated i n 1890, was designed by W lliam C Brockl esby who was
commi ssioned t odesign at least nine buildings on theSmth College canpus from
1886 t o 1900.

The gymstylistically has many ties totheHigh Victorian Gothic buildings Peabody

and Steans had erected on canpus during thelate 1870's and early 1880's. The choice
\pf simlar materials: dark redbrick with redmortar, and accents of brownstone, giving
t'fextural enphasis, area unified thene anong t heearly canpus buildings as are the
active massing, steep roofs and gables.

The.building falls into theadditive style of theVictorian tradition with individually
articulated units denoting t heseparate functions contained within. Froman angle, t he
jutting forms nay |ook chaotic, but thehierarchical roof arrangement indicates an ordee.
The steeply pointed and flaring, slate-roofed cupola with it sdimnutive wooden arcades
screening thelouvres pinpoints thecenter of t hegymasi um space. The expansive slate
roof enconpasses thelarge interior space providing a strong horizontal effect on a
north-south axis. Stepping down fromthat level, thegymi spierced fromall four com
pass points by steeply pitched gables. These gables, like those of t he Peabody and
Stearns buildings, have a | owparapet trimmed and braced i n brownstone. The gym gabl es
have t he added feature of being stepped out on thesides Iike an overhang.

M dway down t hemain roof, equally spaced from other elements on t heeast and west sides,
are slate roofed, wooden dormers. Each dornmer has two wi ndows with 8 over 2 sash arran-
genents, t hew ndows being separated by two feather-edged panels, one over the other.
The wood exterior trim here and el sewhere on t hebuilding i spresently painted a dark
green. Next i nthehierarchy arethepaired stairtowers on theeast side which act as
flanking pavilions for theeastern central gable. The stairtowers have hipped gables
that do not conpete for vertical enphasis with thefour main gables; i nfact, this roof
treatment allows for themin volune of thegymtoengulf thetowers within its own
roof outline. The stairtowers give access t ot hebasenment dressing roons, one half
flight down; themin gymfloor, one half flight up; and t herunning track abovet he
main floor, another full flight up, on a level with theupper portion of themain

Wi ndows.

Wth the 1892 addition on thesouth end, thedescending scale i sreordered. This addi-
tion has a steep stepped gable inbrick topped by quarry-faced brownstone, Queen Anne
in style. This i stheonly gable whose peak has a window, i.e. a narrow |ancet w ndow.
Flanking thegable aretwo office blocks. The southern arrangement, central gable and
flanking office space, i sarepetition of thenorthern facade where theindividual arrange-
nent of office space i sasymmetrically articulated. By this addition, Brockleshy CEkeated
a balance i nthebuilding that had not existed with his original design and designated
an entrance thevisiting public could use without wandering tooclose tothe dressing

r oomns.

This southern entrance i smarkedly different fromtherest of the building. | n addi-
tion toitsstepped gable and calmer, symmetrical arrangement, it makes nore of a play
with rounded openings. These appear i nthetwo round transom wi ndows i nt heupper por-
tion of thegable which areenhanced by a string course of nolded brick that crossesthe
gable and circles over thew ndows. Another band of nolded brick crosses thecentral bay
on thefirst floor toencircle thebrick voussoirs above t hesem-circular fanlight over
the double doors and outline thebrownstone lintel block of t hew ndow
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STATEMENT - S G\ H CANCE

Smith College was founded i n1871through t hebequest of Sophia Smith as a fulfillment

of her moral obligation t o humanity.
"As coming times nmay develop or denand for t heeducation of wonen and t he progress
of therace, | would have t heeducation suited tothemental and physical wants
of woman. | tis. . . (nydesign) todevelop as fully as nay be t he powers of
worranhood, and furnish wonmen with t hemeans of useful ness, happiness, and honor
now wi t hhel d fromthem"-*-

Yet there was a persistent questionduring thefirst decade of thecollege concerningthe
deleterious effects of a college education upon a wonan's physical condition. The first
director of Physical Education, Senda Berenson, not only refuted theimplication, but
adapted basketball for play by wonmen so that Alummae Gymmasi umhas t heunique distinction
of being thesite of thefirst wonmen's basketball game. Berenson felt that the gane
"trains theplayerstobe clear headed and cool, quick t oact and wise i n judgment,
essential qualities for success i nlife."2 The early graduatingclasses so strongly

supported t heconcept that their first fundraising efforts were directed tobuilding a

per manent masonry gymasium anong t hefirst funded by and intended for t heuse of woren.
It i sstill used as a recreational gymby students and faculty.

WIlliam C Brockl esby was commissioned t odesign thegymi n1890. | nconjunction withthe

other buildings he designed for thecollege, theSmth College canpus buildings formthe
| argest extant grouping of Brocklesby's buildings anywhere. Wthin this ensemble, t he
gymexemplifies his transition fromtheHigh Victorian Gothic of Lilly Hall of Science

to Richardsonian influence, as seen i nhis Dickinson House (burned 1944 and subsequently '
denolished) and his Forbes Library across West Street fromthecanpus. Indeed, i n the
designs for thecollege buildings by Peabody and Stearns (1875-1882) and Brockl esby
(1886-1900), Smith's architectural history traces thedevelopment of thelate 19th cen-
tury styles.

Against theadvice of theArt History Department of Smith College and architectural
historian Henry-Russell Hitchcock, plans for demolition of Alummae G/m have been approved
so that a library extensionnay be built onthesite. Smith has lost several buildings
during college expansion and two of Brockl esby's buildings were denolished t oaccommodate
the last library extensioni n1960. A committee of alunmae and another coinmttee of stu-
dents have been comunicating with thecollege president and trustees about the preser-
vation of Alumae Gm \Wile thelibrary addition will proceed as planned, the preser-
vation advocates have proposed noving thebuilding (mnus thewestern addition) approx-
imately 200 feet onto a contiguous parking lot. Part of theparking | ot was thesite for
the former Dickinson House, which was designed by Brockl esby i n 1894, burned i n 1944 and

subswquently demolished. By relocating Alumae Gm on this site, it mght be said that
the original site plan of t hecanpus would be restored.

continued
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Returning totheeastern and main facade, there seens t o have been an effort on Brockles-
by's part toleave fewundecorated areas. For thecentral gable he designed whati s
essentially a Palladian windowwith itsarch filled inbybrick laid i na basket-weave
pattern with brownstone voussoirs outlined by a carved molding, fluted keystone, and
stopped by crockets. | ti sthe broad lintel of these windows that steps out on t hesides
to formthegable overhang. Below thew ndows i sthedelightful bas relief terra cotta
pl aque which reads, "A umae Gy/mmasium A D 1890" above two twi ne nets beribboned,
festooned, and surrounded with detailed figures of Indian clubs, dunbells, andearly -
tennis racquets. The three basenent wi ndows bel ow ar etopped by brownstone lintels

that areunderscored by another belt course i na manner that suggests a bracket Iabel.
Cut into these lintels areogee curves. The ogee curves also appear as nolded brick
aprons under thecontinuous brownstone sill of thenmain windows, reiterating their width.

There i sa strong sense of verticality i ntheeastern facade (which was probably also
true for thewestern facade). The strong vertical thrust of thecentral gable i s assisted

by thestraited height of thethree main windows. | ntheflanking walls, thevertical
is reinforced by theuse of buttressest odivide what coul d have been a horizontal
expanse of wall into vertical bays. | necho of thededication plaque, there are panels

of molded brick between upper and |ower sets of w ndows.

The stairtowers present another change i ncharacter which nay be considered an expres-
sion of t hechange of function. As already mentioned, theroofs arehipped gables.

The windows areround arched and by their staggered arrangement, demark t hewi nding of
the stairs. To delineate thestairs, Brocklesby draws a |ine of nolded brick up the
sides of thestairtowers and across their facades, intersecting thetop w ndows.

This molding i stheonly eave decoration, i ncontrast tothewalls flanking thecentral
gabl e which have corbelled eaves picked out i nterra cotta. The stairtowers also pro-
vide theoriginal means of access tothebuilding i ntheformof two entrances with wooden
peaked hoods. The dim nutive arcades of thecupola appear again but are surmounted by a
lattice effect. The hood i ssupported by fluted wooden brackets. The doubly curved
stairway skirts arequarry-faced brownstone that are conpressed very rapidly toal ow
hei ght .

Finally, Brocklesby makes use of a system of brownstone belt courses togive variation

of color and t ocontrast thebrownstone's rough texture with theprecise mechanical qual-
ity of theflush-jointed brick. The courses arealigned with either lintels or sills.
The only consistent line i sthat of thewatertablewhich offsets themin floor of the
gym while other lines weave i nand out between buttresses and projecting bays.

#8:

1 Elizabeth D Hanscomand Helen F. G eene, Sophia Smith and t heBeginnings of Smith
Col | ege, p. 62.

2 "Smith College Monthly," April 1894, n.p.
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MAY i 3 1976

Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon
Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Hi storical Qoinralsslon
294 \Vishi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02103
Dear H's. A oadon:
After careful consideration, theproposed relocation of the Smth Alu
Gyi anasiura at Saith Col |l ege, Northanpton, Massachusetts, to an adj ac
par ki ng | ot has beenapproved. It isregrettable that thelibrary expa
sion necessitated the novefromitsoriginal site. Thank youfor the
i nfonnati on. yr

Sincerely yours,
Charles A Herrington (Sgd-f~

for
Wllian J. Mirtagh
Keeper of the National Register

bcc: Regional Director, North Atlantic Region
Director's Reading File
- MfA
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Brick,”2 stories, irregular iu>hing,ulal' shape, intersecting gabled and
hi pped roof sections, interior chimeys with corbeled caps, peaked
hoods over front entrances, double-door reund-arched rear entrance with
fanlight, cupola”®with lauai'iLd mLhLJyand otecply piteheH ynnf|e«aai daA,
V brick string courses? bygwnofeono and té&fga aratta triml nagtf”rdditlon,
1892; nmoved, H 1977. Ecl”irctic with Late Gothic Revival, Romanesque and
Jacobethan elements. Built by Smith College alumae i nrecognition of

i mportance of physical education i nwormen's education; site of first
wonen' s basketball game.
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