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-gsscmae THE PRESENT AND OR|GINAL (if known) PHYSICAI_ APFEARANCE

. /&he L‘umphr‘ey Pratt Tavern is a veryihandscme houeezof large

‘proportions-and-carefully executed design. Built in the less———

common central hallway form with twin end chimneys, it exhibits
the usual nine-window facade and ‘traditional Connecticut style

“hevm overhang across. the facade and at the gable ends. £ Window “'_”

“~'sash is the expecied twelve ‘over twelve on the fwrst floory
eight over twelve on the second, and smaller §ix over six. at

. attic level, with one small two over four -pane w1nddw for.

ventilation in the crawl space above. The louvered shutters
—are a-later addition. ‘he ‘eaves of the roof. show a” small box
cornice, which, at gable. ends suggests the. beginnings:of a-
'return“ rnice just above the second storj'overhang.A “The = b
3 ortico iay well represent later work, being somewhat .
Greek ‘in style with 2 wide frieze-and colimns with recessed
panels-and modest capitals. \The door is multl-paneled ‘and ‘has
a five-pane overlight. Shutiers hore are. also 1nappronr1ate. ‘

\To the rear is a 1arge twe-storv gamorel—roofed e11 heu81ng a .
ballreom. with, arct f‘111ng and a_floor. sazid to be of sprung
cons truction. \There-4s a\kitchen .on the first:floor. Windows
in the ell-are Uneyenly spaced and do not fall-in: line from .

one story to another. Sash is nine over nine ons the first floor
and twelve over twelve on the second. A one-story Wlng sits -

tc the south side of the ell, being run off the' reér-of the

house proper. It could not. be seen -clearly because of foliage.

There is a small bay window on the south side of the main part

of the .house; the only obvious late 19th century feature. “All

else is homogeneons w1th the late 181h century. :

The grandeur of the house is enhanced by its Nood—shlngled

roof and a stone foundation laid with very little mortar.

Tt is an impressive building, located Just below the busiress.
section of 0ld Saybrook's Main Street, in a conéentration ‘of
18th cemtury homes, still used as re51dences, whlch are rapidly
being encroached upon by cammerC1a1 ventures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/guilt in 1785 by Humphrey Pratty this building remained
inthe Pratt family until 1943. Tts integrity has survived
despite its use as a residence, post dffice, and tavern
and inn, A The first post office in the town was in the
house, for in 1793, Humphrey Pratt was appointed 01d
Saybrock's first postmaster.

The central location, at the junction of the Boston Post
Road and Main Street, gave rise to its use=as a gathering
place; in the Connecticut Gazette of July 8, 1801, it is.
reported that "the citizens repaired tc the house of
Mr, H. Pratt where a large assembly of gentlemen and ‘
ladies partook of sccial repast prepared for the occasion.,™
Its strategic location gave rise, tco, to its use as a
stage stop on the run from New York to Boston. A favorite
~ local tradition is that Generdl Lafayette spent a night
in the inn-tavern in 152l and a2 dance was held in his
honor. The ballroom did have frecuvent use, for an
Ordination Ball was held there for the installation of
each new minister. v

Because this is a locally significant house historically
and a rather distinguished building architecturally, it
is important that it be preserved. There are those in

- the towm who are working herd for this southern
end of Main Street, b i ortunately being crowded
by shops and busineg
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY -
] ' ) R ) OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
. |coRNER{ . tLaTITUDE - LONGITUDE LAT‘ITUDE LONGITUDE
|Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -} ’ R | ] ’ L _0 ' - - + »
o 0 . . o : . hiv 17, 18 72 22 3%
SE -] ’ L3 . -] » -
SW i ° ' * ° ' = 1
APP RO XIM4 ‘ :
PROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 9 napes 7
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES )
IsTATE: cobe | couNTY ' ) CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
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NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

Susan Babbitt, -Administrative Trainee

Connecticut Historical Commission

DATE

July lJ, 1972

LISTREET AND NUMBER: o
59 South Prospect Street

leiTy orR Town:

2 Hartford

CODE

As the des ignaied State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

- forth by the National Park Service, .The recommended
level of significanqe of this nomination is:

Local
s

National

State Lizison Officer

Title

Date June 15, 1972

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisfgric Preservation
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