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1. Name
historic /A" Thornton w/ABurgess®jHouse « (prcfe
and/or common Laughing Brook Education Center and Wildlife Sanctuary
2. Location
street & number 789 Main StJeccfc- N/A notfor publication
city, town Hampden N/A vicinity of
state Ma.c;sarhiispl-1-s code HasebL code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public -X occupied agriculture y museum
building(s) X- private n unoccupied commercial park
. structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object Ap™ in process A yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane M. g gachii.opl-1-R Andnhnn Snri pfv

street & nunber Laughi ng Brook Education Center and Wil dlife Sanctuary

city, town Hanpden N/A vicinity of state M assachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds

street & number 50 State Street

city, town Springfield state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets
titte of the Commonweal th, #2 has this property been determined eligible? .yes X no

date 1982 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Mas.QPchnPff ¢ Heees™nr*pp”® romm-; cc™-inn

city, town  Boston state M assachusetts



7B Description Xhomton W. Burgess House, Hampden, M assachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins X altered moved date N/A
_X_falr unexposed R T - S AN | SR,

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Thornton W Burgess House is a small, well-preserved vernacular farnhouse
built some time between 1780 and 1784.  The building nestles against the south
sl ope of one of the WIbraham Mountains in rural central Hanpden, a village which
stretches along Main Street in the narrow Scantlc River Valley. In addition to
the house, the el ghteen-acre | ot contains a barn, tw small studio-outbuildings,
and a cold cellar, . ~

In plan and design, the house is a cellarlesswood-frame 1% story central
chimey cottage with a rear kitchen el | (formerly a woodshed). |t sits on a stone
foundation, is sheathed in grey painted cedar shingles and capped with a 45° pitched
asphalt-shingled gable roof. Sinple decorative treatment of the symmetrical three-
bay main facade (facing south on Main Street) consists of a transom above the central
entry. The transomand flanking 12/12 double hung sash wi ndows al | abut the gable
flank eaves. . An .arrow etched in the stone doorstep marks the point of the conpass.
The three-bay east gable end contains an off-center entry surnounted by a sawn
hood and three 12/12 windows, tw on the first story and one in the gable peak. .
The latter is flanked by two quarter size four-light windows. The west gable
end is slightly altered by the addition of a bow wi ndow, but retains three 12712 ' .
and one 6/6 w ndow. Original 12/12 or 6/6 w ndows also light the rear and el | P
el evations. A small skylight added to the north roof slope and reconstruction e
of the chimey above the rooflineto a more elongated formexist as minor alter-
ations to the building fabric.

The interior feature which best shows the age of the house is the staircase, ;
a steep and narrow run with a turn near the top. Each step averages six Inches
high and three Inches wide. The large central brick chimey hosts three flreplaces
including a very large stone fireplacewith a side bee-hive oven in the main e
room This roomalso shows early timber frame construction with gunstock posts.
To the side, and one step down from the main living area, is a small extra bedroom

Other significant interior features include doors constructed of boards Y
up to sixteen Inches wide and hung on wrought Iron Y hinges. Sone of these
doors have 3 over 2 raised panels. A built-in barrel back cupboard stands In %
one corner of the dining room o -

The grounds arotind the Burgess House are well maintained and include a
plcket fence, nowed | awns, shrubs and sidewalks laid out to facilitate visitor
access to the house, and several large sugar maples in frmt of and to the west COfiE
side of the house.

In the Inmmediate vicinity of the house are two ancillary structures: a
cold cellar with three foot thick stone walls built Into the hillside (north) '
and a large 19th <:entury-barn. A portion of the barn was converted into a studio ]
ca.1955; i t now serves multiple functions as classroom and nature l|ab space,
as well as animal shelter. e of the tw small studios was conmpletely rebuilt after
1966 due to advanced deterioration, and is now a field classroom the other my retain
sone original features.

b (Continued)
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The house i scurrently being restored totheperiod of Thornton W Burgess' occu-
pation,with the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities acting as

consultants. Long-range plans for theproperty Include setting up a small
muset m devoted t o Burgess i nt he barn.



8. Si gn ificance Thornton W. Burgess House, Hampden, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture
1400-1499 Jtil archeology-historic _X_ conservation law
1500-1599 agriculture economics X literature
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military

X_1700-1799 art engineering music

jJi__ 1800-1899 commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy
1900-1965 communications industry politics/government

invention
Specific dates 1780-84; 1928-1965 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation
other (specify)

The Thornton W Burgess House possesses Integrity of design, location, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |tsprimary significance liesin
its associationwith Thornton W Burgess, world-renowned naturalist, conservationist,
and children'sauthor during thefirst half of the20th century. | naddition,
the house i slocally inmportant as anlIntact exanple of late 18th century spare

and functional domestic design, built by a descendant of Hanpden's first
The Thornton W Burgess House thus meets criteria B andCof the National

settlers.

Regi ster

of Historic, Places andi ssignificant at thelocal, state, and national levels.

Cal vi n St ebbi ns, whobuilt the house between 1780 and 1784, was a nenber
of a pioneer famly; StephenStebbins(hisuncle) iscredited with erecting
the first house i nHanpden, at the east end of the town (ca.l741). The proximty
of East Brook (or Laughi ngBrook) tothe east and anearlytrail, nowMiin Street,
probabl y i nfl uenced Cal vin'schoi ceof a honesite. Today, the Burgess House

i s the ol dest house remai ning onMain Street, and one of the best preserved

period structures i ntown. , N

f-

Thornton W Burgess (January 14, 1874, Sandwi ch, Mass. - June 5, 1965,
Hampden, Mass.) owned this property from 1928 t 0 1965 during t heheight of his
literary career. Thefirst house which he himself owned, i t served as his sumer
hone for twenty-seven years andthen as his permanent residence for the ten

years prior tohis death.

Thornton W Burgess was best known for his children'sstories. Published
in over 70 books, inmagazines, and| nnewspapers where 15,000 consecutive syndi -

dated stories ran, hi s stories were written toentertain andt oacquaint

young

readers with the wonders of nature. Although his characters possessed human
names and speech abilities, all of their characteristics andhabits were based

on biological truth and accuracy. Hi swork appealed toall ages and was read

on rmany continents, with books published i nFrench, English, Swedish and Chinese.
H was especially loved i ntheUnited States and Canada, where hi s newspaper

stories appeared daily.

He started several clubs for children which had a powerful influencef or

promoting kindness to and protection of wildlife, i nsaving species, and

i n

establishing sanctuaries and public and private parks. Through his radioclub,
M. Burgess worked with Dr. .Alfred Q G pss of Bowdoln College in many of his,
research studies. M. Burgess assisted Dr. Goss inhis heath hen study on

Martha's Vineyard (1928-1931), andtogether they banded t helast heath hen i n
N

1931. ) - N e,

-%

Honors he received included a trophy from t heMassachusetts Depart ment
of Agriculture, anhonorary Doctor of Letters degree from Northeastern University
(1938) andthree gold medals. These included theGold Medal of theW ldlife

(Conti nued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property ISi

Quadrangle name Hampden Quadrangle scale™ :24y000

UT M References .. -r
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached map. The 18 acres Included in the nomination contains the house and out-

buildings' closely associated with Burgess, and also the land which served as the inspira-

tlon for many of his stories. Furthermore, it constitutes Brugess's' orginal 1928 purchase,
List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code *  county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nane/title Virginia A Fitch, Preservation Planner, with Crystal Kofke, Director, Mass. Audubon

Soci ety
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offleer for the .National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to t ~ criteria and procedures set forth4?y the National Park Service.

1

State Historic Preservation Officer signature / ~ ~ ~ ~ A ANMYVW-ATvvVAh

~ State Historic
title Preservation Officer Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For NPS use only

« | hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register
J . Entered I n the

ster

date
per of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Protection Fund i n 1918 for distinguished service towildlife; the Gold Medal
by the National Conservation Society at the New York World's Fair; and the Gold
Medal by the Boston Miseum of Science presented in 1964

Burgess nmoved fromhis birthplace in Sandwich to Springfield sone time.in his—
<4 early teens (late 1880s). ,H began towrite the first of 15,000 children's

stories between 1908 and 1911, Initially, they were created for his son, Thornton
W Burgess, Jr., who had been sent to live with his grandmother i n Chicago following
the death of Burgess' first wife in 1908. Many of these stories transmtted

to his son were gathered into collections and published as his earliest books;
one of the best known anmong them i s Od Mther Wst Wnd of 1911. That sane

year M. Burgess married Fannie Phyllis Johnson of Ithaca, NY., expanding his
famly to include himself, hiswife, two step-children intheir teens, his own
five year-old son and his nother. Using noney of Ms. Burgess', they purchased
a large house at 61 Washington Road, Springfield which still stands. Only Fannie
J. Burgess' nane appeared on the deed; Thornton Burgess insisted on this as

it was rightfully her house.

His writing career moved into full swing after this, and he was extremely
prolific for the next fifty-five years. O October 24, 1928, Thornton W and
Fannie J. Burgess purchased the house at 789 Main Street, Hanpden and ei ghteen
acres of land as a sinmer house and weekend retreat. This was the first house
that M. Burgess owned. From 1829 until 1955, M. Burgess suxranered i n Hanpden
and lived at 61 Washington Road, Springfield inthe winters. Subsequently,
he noved here year-round for the remainder of his life.

During this period, Burgess is known to have written a bedtime story a
day, as well as numerous books, mai® of them from Hanpden. Prior to 1955, the t
studio furthest fromthe house served as hiswriting studio; toward the end
of hislife he wote inone roomof the barn. The other small studio was used
as a guest house and was often occupied by Burgess' artist, Harrison Cady,

As noted above. Burgess' fictional stories were based on his factual know edge

of New England wildlife — their habitats and behaviors. The house andi t s
setting provided ideal inspirational materials as well as a productiveworking
environment; qualities not found as readily at his urban home. | twas he who

renaned East Brook, Laughing Brook. H used the local |andscape as a backdrop

for many of his stories, i.e.. Laughing Brook, the Geen Meadows, the Purple

Hills, the Od Briar Patch, and the Geen Forest. The house itself (theold
kitchen, rear ell) also served as a literary stage inTales fromthe Story Teller's
House' (1937) and While the Story Log Burns (1838).

Wien Burgess died in 1965 the fam |y was not interested in keeping the [and.
It was put up for sale and the Hanpden Lions Club, under then President Lon Levine,
took an option on the land to prevent i tfrombeing sold to a developer. They then
| ooked for a suitable organization which mght be Interested in using the

(Continued)
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property for educational purposes as M. Burgess had wi shed. The Massachusetts
Audubon Society purchased 18+ acres. Burgess' original purchase, i n1966 f or
use as an educational center and wildlife sanctruary.
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Burgess, ThorntonW, Now | Rerenber, t heAutobiographyof Thornton W Burgess
Little, Brown & Conpany, Boston, 1960.

Hewl ett, Carl, Early Hanpden, |ts Settlers and t he Homes They Built, Yola Guild,
Federat ed Community Church, Hanpden, Mass., 1958.

Letter from M. Burgess at Tobago t o Ms. Donald W1 cox, Hanpden, January 26, 1956.

Peck, Chauncey E The History of WIbraham Mass., Wl brahamHistorical Society,
W | braham Mass., 1913.

"Thornton W Burgess - The Bedtine Story Man," Panphlet, Little, Brown & Conpany,
Boston, 1948, 24pp. : \% ;
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TEL '413 1 566-3713 ~ f t- ' ( POST OFFICE Box 'l 77

TON OF HAMPDEN

MASSACHUSETTS 01036

OFFI CE OF
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

September 17, 198

Heritage Conservation &Recreation Service
U S Dept. of Interior f
Washington, 0D C , '

Gent | emen:

Ve would like t osi”port arequest from Massachusetts Aububon
Society for including the honme of Thornton Burgess, at 789 Main
Street, Hanpden, Mass. onthe Federal Register asahistoric site.

This house i s historically significant i n Hampden and throughout
this axea fromthe point of view that i ti sauthentic Cape Cod
architecture; andalso that a famus person; i.e. Thornton
Burgess lived i nthis house.

Nowt hi s house has becone a part of aneducation center and
wildlife sanctuary within the Town of Hanpden, and we would |ike
it t obe preserved.

V&, therefore, offer for your consideration, therequest that it be
entered onthe Federal Register as aHistoric Site.

Sincerely, , -

John M Flynn
Chai rman

Board of Sel ect nen

Flrw



or
< IH 0]l

P.Q Hex 3@
Hanpden, Ma3c. 0103"

Scptf.mbor 30, 19G

Massachusetts Audubon Society

Laughi ng Brook

789 Main Street ' D
Hanmpden, Mass. 0103c. " A

Attention: M. Crystal Koffke
Dear Ms. Koffke: CXTEE

This letter i stoconfirmthat theKistcrical Society

of the Town of Hanpden, Inc. supports your effortsto
have t he "Burgess" house listed "on" t he National Register
of Historic Place::.

It i s our understanding that you are requesting this ™
listing based on the fact that for msnj years i t was

the honme of Thornton burgess, author and conservationist
also that i ti s one of Hanpden's ol dhouses, andits
architecture i shistorically important.

This supporting letter vjas approved by t he nenbers
attending our monthly meeting on September- 23, [9SI

we trust i tvlill be of assistance to vcu.
Sincerely,
President ' N

(for the Society)
af m



CONSERVATION > LAUGHING BROOK EDUCATION CENTER AND WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
EDUCATION
RESEARCH t -

Decenber 8, 1982

Ms. Virginia Fitch ‘
Preservation Pl anner

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear Ms. Fitch: . - ,

VW are quite excited that our National Register nomnation fortheThornton W
Burgess House i sgoing t obe considered by theState Review Board. Below i ssone
additional information which |I hope will be helpful to you.

M. Burgess was born i nSandwich, Max i n 1874 and noved t o Spring-
field sometime i nhisearly teens. After hisfirst wife died, he sent
his son, Thornton W Burgess, Jr. toChicago tolive with his grandnother.
It was during this period of time that his sonwas aged 2to5 (1908-
1911) that he began towrite thefirst of what was t o becone 15, 000 bed-
time stories. He began by writing these stories tohis son and|later
continued them Many of these were gathered into collections and they
became sone of his early books. Qe of hisfirst books was O d Mt her
Vst Wnd, published i n1911. | n 1911, M. Burgess married Fannie
Phyllis Johnson of Ithaca, NY. Hisnew famly consisted of himself,
his wife, two step-children i ntheir teens, hi sown 5 year-old sonand
his nother. The Burgess' used noney that had bel onged t o Ms. Burgess
to buy a house i nSpringfield on 61 Washington Road. Fannie J. Burgess'
nane was t heonly one that appeared on t hedeed and Thornton Burgess
insisted on this since i twas rightfully her house.

His writing career moved into full swing soon after this and he
was extremely prolific for thenext 55 years. O October 24, 1928,
Thornton W and Fannie J. Burgess bought t hehouse i nHanpden. (Regis-
try of Deeds 1406-493). This was thefirst house that M. Burgess
owned. From 1929 until 1955, M. Burgess summered i nHanpden and |ived
at 61 Washington Road i nSpringfield i nthewinter. He was attracted
to Hanpden and particularlythe Cape Cod style house for several reasons.
H loved antiques and t hehouse was filled with them fromt heprevious
owner, Danon Coates. Sone say that thefact that thehouse was a Cape
Qod rem nded hi mof hi s boyhood growi ng up on the Cape. And he often
said that thehouse provided himwith theideal setting tocontinuehis
work. |t was he who re-naned East Brook Laughing Brook and usedt he
physical surroundings for many of t heother backdrops for his stories--
ie: theGeen Madows, thePurple Hills, thed dBriar Patch, and t he
G een Forest.

M. Burgess wrote many stories and books while he lived i n the
house at Hanpden. He used thesmall building onthehill as awriting

789 MAIN STREET, HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 01036 « TEL 413 - 566-8034
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TOWN OF HAMPDEN
MASSACHUSETTS 01036

OFFICE OF
« BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Decenber 9, 1982

M. Valerie Tal mage

Acting Stat

e Historic Preservation Officer

Mass. Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, Mass. 02108 ,

Dear Ms. Tal nage: ,

V& were pleased to be informed that Thornton W Burgess House wil |l
be considered by the State Review Board for nomnation to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Qur Board |

s unanimously in favor of this house being onthe

National Register of Historic Places, and would like our
support recorded as such. Following rennovations, this structure

will again

be one of the main attractions of the Massachusetts

Audubon Society's Laughing Brook installationinour town.

Each year many thousands of people, both old andyoung, visit this
site, andare interested in the surroundings where M. Burgess lived,
and the beauties of nature which inspired his stories.

V& consi der

Sincerely,

this area as a definite plus for our town.

w M

'-Jeannette S Green

Chai r man

Board of Sel ectmen

Grw
cc Laughing

Br ook

POST OFFICE BOX 177



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

March 16, 1983

Ms. Carol Shuil, Chief n
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service -
Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shuil, o !
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation forns;

ANHanpden; Thornton W Burgess House (national)

Foxboro; Memorial Hall (local)
Grange Hall (local)
Josiah Pratt House (local)

Al so enclosed i st he Garbose Building i nGardner, which was
returned t ous for aproperty nap.

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by t he State Historic PreservationOfficer. Owners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting andwere afforded theopportunityto
comrent. Conments received t odate are attached t ot he nomi nation
forms.

Sincerely,
Candace/ Uer t ks

Registrat®n Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

CJ: rmd
Encl osures
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