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The Stoughton Railroad Station, designed by Charles Brigham in 1888, is 
situated one block from the town's main street, facing east ofi Wyman Street, The 
railroad tracks run perpendicular to the street, on the south side of the station. 

The building is constructed of random ashlar, roofed in slate, with attached 
clock tower and carriage porch. The main building provides a polygonal women's 
waiting room at the south, and a rectangular men's waiting room and small rooms 
used as telegraph offices and luggage storage at the north end. Centrally located is 
the ticket booth with windows on three sides, facing on the men's and women's 
waiting rooms and the front facade. Each waiting room has its own fireplace and 
chimney. The women's waiting room chimney is on the building's front roof slope 
whilte the men's waiting room chimney is at the back. 

The c l o ^ tower, situated at the northeast end of the building, and the men's 
waiting room have segmental arch windows. Lancet endows light the upper portions 
of the tower. In contrast, rectangular shaped windows are used for the ticket booth 
and women's waiting room. The entrance has a pedimented portico with half-
timbering in the tympanum, A carriage porch, consisting of four granite piers 
covered by a hip roof, is north of the tower and set back from the street. A 
covered wooden platform runs perpendicular to the station on the west side. 
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The Stoi^hton Railroad Station (1888) has local importance as the most 
significant public building in Stoughton. It is well located, essentially unaltered, 
in excellent condition, and is historically linked to the development of local 
industry. 

The building has state-wide historic importance because of its pivotal involve­
ment with the early extension of the railroad in southeastern Massstchusetts, It 
is currently unique for both its distinction of design and as the ordy remaining 
example of the towered stations built in Massachusetts cities and towns by the 
railroads during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Between 
1870 and 1890 the tower was one of the most vital elements in building design, 
and in stations its use was reserved for more important station locations, adding 
impressiveness and assymmetry to the building design. Time and circumstance 
have given the Stoughton Railroad Station a unique role in the area, for all other 
stone stations of any pretense on the line have been destroyed. 

Additionally the station holds potential for national architectural significance. 
It is the first independent and possibly the most significant public building by 
Charles Brigham, whose stature for his crucial role in the development of the 
Classical Revival of the 1890's is now being recognized. The station is one of the 
best of his designs and indicates a deep understanding of the Richardsonian motifs 
of the 1880's. His Second Church of Christ Scientist and the powerful but 
sensitive addition to the Massachusetts State House, both in Boston, are important 
examples of his work in the Classical Revival style. 
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Mr. D a n i e l D u f f 
A t t o r n e y / A d v i s o r 
Urban Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
U. S. Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Washington, D.C, 20590 

Dear Mr. D u f f : 

This concerns an outstanding Urban Mass Transportation Administration(UMTA) 
loan to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority(MBTA) for purchase 
of the Stoughton Railroad Station, Stoughton, Massachusetts, a property 
included i n the National Register of Historic Places. I t i s the Council's 
understanding that your o f f i c e i s currently involved i n negotiating an 
agreement among MBTA, UMTA, the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission(MHC), 
and the Stoughton Restoration Committee, that would give MBTA t i t l e to 
the property and maintenance r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the Stoughton Restoration 
Committee. The money for repair and maintenance of the station would be 
provided for by 50% Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service Grant-in-
Aid funds and matching money from the Stoughton Restoration Committee. 
Apparently UMTA i s also considering awarding a grant to MBTA to enable 
them to repay the o r i g i n a l loan for purchase of the property. 

The Council i s concerned that there be adequate conditions or r e s t r i c t i o n s 
regarding preservation, maintenance and use of the structure i n the deed 
or lease. UMTA should make a determination of effect for the proposed 
grant to MBTA pursuant to Section 800.4 of the Council's "Procedures f o r 
the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800) 
(attached) and inform us of your findings at your e a r l i e s t convenience. 

I f you should have any questions concerning t h i s transmittal or our 
Procedures, please c a l l Ms. Sharon Conway at 202-254-3967. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Compliance 

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Govemment charged by the Act of 
October 15, 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation. 




