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~" CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R A NAL (IF KNOAY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Groton I nni slocated i nthetown center of Groton. Set back about 60 feet from Main
Street, thelnnsits atop a gentle slope shaded by |arge el mtrees. | ti sflankedon

the east by a landscaped parking | ot and t he grounds of Lawence Acadeny and on t he

sout hwest by residences. The Groton I nni sthefocal point of thetown's local historic
district which was establishedi n 1965.

Al'though thel nni sconmposed of three mapjor parts dating fromthem d-eighteenth century
to 1840, i t nevertheless presents theinmpression of a harnmoni ous whole. The two-story,
white clapboard building has a ridge roof with brick chimeys painted white with black
tops. The facade (southwest) facing Main Street i sten bays wi de and has a one-story
porch (1840) extending thewidth of thefacade. There aretwo doors, each flanked by
paired wi ndows. The black shuttered wi ndows have six-over-six lights, and thesix dorners
in theroof above have ei ght-over-twelve lights.

The southeast side of thelnn reveals nore clearly theadditionswhich have contributedto
the formation of thebuilding. Gn thegable end of theMiin Street sectioni sa one-story
encl osed porch (1930, known as t he Dodge Porch) with a flat roof and windows with fifteen
lights arranged i ngroups of four. Extending perpendicularlyi sa long ell towhichis
appended a four-bay ell with a one-story shed roof section. Another rear addition (20th
century) runs parallel totheMiin Street facade.

*The first part of theGoton Inn was probably built i n1723 (but possibly as early as 1706
or as late as 1748) i ntheform of a half-house constructed by Sarmuel Parker. The house
was enlarged by Reverend Sanuel Dana i n1761, and t hewainscottingi nthepresent |obby
dates fromthis period as does t hehand-printed French wall paper recently uncovered i n an
upstairs room

A second building was joined totheback (east side) of theDana House i nthe 1790's and
is probably thetown's third meeting house which was erected i n1714. Architectural evi-
dence of this origin i sfound i ntheremains of thehigh pulpit andi ntheirregular
fenestration along thesides of thebuilding, reflecting thecustomof t he pewowners' *
installation of their own ventilation.

Athird building was added onto t henorth side of t heDana House i n1840. This structure
nay have been t heRichardson Tavern which was built i n 1678 and originally served as a
dwel ling and garrison house. Evidence pointing t otheseventeenth century origins canbe
found i nthevaulted innballroomceiling and structural details i ntheattic. The
“rocking porch" and t heformer wi ndows on theMin Street facade were al so added during
the 1840 renovation. The porch colums ar e nade of mahogany and nay have been sal vaged
fromthegallery of theFirst Parish Church (1754) which was damaged by fire i nthat year.

Also on thegrounds of theGoton I nnarethree outbuildings: a barn, an annex, and a \
brick garage (1914) . i
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STATEMENT - S GN A CANCE

The Groton I nni ssignificant

tural element

i nthecenter of Groton.

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
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—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
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BU LOER ARCH TECT

for itslong history as an inn and as a prom nent
thebuilding i sof particular

Architecturally,

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
JK)THER (SPECIFY)

architec-

interest because i ti sconposed of three of thetown's historic structures.

The original owner of theland on which thel nnstands was t he Reverend Samuel Wl ard,
proprietor and first mnister of Groton. | twas here that Sarmuel Parker first built his
smal | house, which was later enlarged i n1761for t heuse of Reverend Sanuel Dana. A

minister of loyalist

sentiments, Dana was forced out of his mnistry i n 1775.

Oh theeast side of theDana House was added what was probably thetown's third meeting

house,
the church was built.

In 1840 a third building was joined onto thenorth side of the Dana House.
is said t ohave been t heRichardson Tavern,

erected i n1714, on thesite of theFirst

Pari sh Church and noved i n 1754 when

This building

which was originally constructedi n 1678 on

the site of thepresent Baptist Church as theresidence of Reverend Gershom Hobart.

The Hobart House was built
Wlliams Vr (1689-1697).

Use of thebuilding as an inn began around 1780 under
Keep, when it was known as Cap' n Keep's Tavernstand®
managenent of |saiah and Joseph Hall,
by theHoar fam |y and known as M. Hoar's Hotel.
who ran M. Hunt's Hotel until
perance house by Thonas Treadwel | Farnsworth.
daughters, managed t he place from 1854 unti |
changed t he nane from The Hoar House t o Central House, and one can see why.
present century the Groton I nn has had nine additional
for tworelatively brief
and subsequently stood vacant

ate as an i nn except

turn of the century.

The list of historic persons who |eft
and includes Longfellow, President Uysses S GCrant,
Henry Ward Beecher, Julia Ward Howe, President Gover
WIlliam Howard Taft
fered WIliam Jennings Bryan.

oosevelt.

1852, with a brijef

for a short time.

their

J. Nel son Hoar,
theturn of thecentury.

by I'ndians and i t served as a garrison house during King

t he ownership of Captain Jonathan
| N 1798 t hei nn was under t he
and from 1825 t 0 1840 t he est abli shment was r un

| t was then acquired by Daniel Hunt
hiatus when it was operated as a tem

nanes on thelnn's register
Lut her Burbank, Andrew Carnegie,
Cl evel and, and Alice and El eanor

stayed at thel nnon Election Night, 1908, when he de-

and | ater

his three
The daughters
I nthe

owners and has continued t o oper-
periods when it was a private guest
The narme "G oton

house

I nn" dates fromt he

i svery long

continued
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In additiontoitslong-time functionas aninn, theGoton I nn has also been used

simul taneously for other purposes. From 1797 t o 1847 i t was t heneeting place of St.
Paul 's Masoni ¢ Lodge, whose installation ceremonies were performed by Gand Master Paul
Revere. Masons have acknow edged i t as thenation's ol dest Masonic neeting place. The
Groton Innwas also an important stagecoach stop i nitslocation at t heconvergence of
routes t oBoston, Fitchburg, and Lowell, Massachusetts; Keene and Nashua, New Hanpshire;
and Burlington, Vermont. |t was also part of t heUnderground Railway, and an under-
ground tunnel formerly ledtoone of itsoutbhuildings fromtheWters House on the
grounds of Law ence Acadeny. At various times i twas thesite of selectmen's meetings,
sessions of theprobate court and i n 1846 of t helocally famus "Railroad Meeting"

whi ch brought about theseparation of Groton Junction (nowthetown of Ayer) from
Groton proper i npreparation for thearrival of thenew railroad.



rue

(?30

MAM Sn"CET"



URS Num”er

T" 13



Plan of-the
Groton Inn Pcopc:?hy
GROVOM MASS.
Sea|3,40 feetio ihsinch

Beannfjs, ~pproximnte true mor-.-dian’
-ARL-A, fi.312 ACRES.
Jarrias e. Kendoll Surveyor

Dunstable Hass. Au”rJ. 1937

(Original csn f'lle®
this pign; I rnch =Go feet._)

RfKlIstr> of Deeds, So. Oist.

CAMERISit, MAG5S5.

o ...£'33(AQf2) 0(1945
I,..n45.ai.l1l. h21.mA.\1

| Deed

zi Shcidy

Joseph B. Hall

Property



% p



J/\/\/\/\

Property

Sate L s Working Number M 7u3ns
TECHNICAL CONTROLA™
Phnin<; A
Maps /j S”ctcl
HISTORIAN
4/\/\7’/\

National Register Write-up
Federal Register Entry

Uhited Sates Departnent of the Interior

Send-back
Ne"TRe-submit

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Raviav

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

+7/30)%
KEEPER

Entered AUG 3 1976

NT:2106-74

National Park Service \WED No. 7










































6/\ S/\/\y>/\eia/\

ey"a33acXu:ie//ld ™M d/of't'cal ‘ioomm/SMol/i'

PAUL GUZZI

ScAdalr  ehjle

May 17, 1976

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
National Register

National Park Service

5 Departnment of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Enclosed please find nomnation forms for thefollowing properties:

1. Groton, The Gotonl nn
2. Lancaster, Nathaniel Thayer Estate
3. Manchester, The New Hanpshire

These propertieshave been reviewed by t heMassachusetts Historical Commi ssion

(State Review Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation
Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon.

The Groton I nnproperty i sendangered so we request that you expediteits
consideration.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director

A\V¥/rmv
Encl osures
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6 July 1976

Ms. Bess Grosvenor

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

US Departnent of thelnterior

Veshi ngton, DC

Dear Ms. Grosvenor:

I have enclosed t hesketch map that you requested tkat shows t hethree sections

of theGoton Inn, Groton, M\ | hope that this will answer any questions that you
nmay have concerning this nomnations. | f | can be of any further assistance please
contact ne.

Sincerely,

Joseph R Orfant
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

enc.
[jro
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Hon. Paul Tsongas Executive Director

Regi onal Director, North Massachusetts Historical GoBBB ssion
Atlantic Region 294 \Mshi ngton Street
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Mrofon hn
pieced
naJon

. GROTON — While the Groton Boad of
Hedth is sseking the state€'s gpprova for a
kitchen and dining room for the Grofon Inn,
the Main Street establishment hes been ac-
oepted for inclusonin the Nationd Regi.>'ar of
Historic Places.

The nomination was mede by the Mas
sachusetts Historical Commission.

The announcement came from the office of
Secretary'of the Sateifgul Guzz and dso in-
dicated that the nomination becomessignifi-
cant for its long history as an Innand "as a
prominent architectural dement in the center
of Groton."

Meanwhile, the board of hedlth, acting as a
member of the Nashobal Assodiated Board? of
Hedth, hes forwarded a copy of the kitchen
plan to the state Department of PuBlic
Hedth's regiond office.

According to the plan, the Inn's kitchen will
t3 rem.cdded, suitable grearetrapswill be in-
galed and the septic system will be equipped
to handle 3900 gdlons cf wadte per day.

MR. AND Mrs. St'j*rt EDWa ~re Thsr.iw
ownersaf the Inn despite the absance of 7; of -
ficial announcement of its sdlefrom dthyr Ce
Bowas or Monumett Federd Savings ard
Loan Association, the former c rsr's
mortgagor.

The Bowens hive hired a civil c-.-rl.tti-it g
firm, Charles A. Perkins Co. of Clinton, lo plan
a new kitchen at the 293-year-dd Inn.In 21et-
ter on file with the board of he?th, thet
aNireors determined: "that kitchen vasts
in;;y be accepted into the (septic)'syitcm o
long as the tota flowageinto the system do's
not excied that shown on the plans gopic\"ed
by lli2 s.ge Depatment of Enviroi'trr-ntal
Q.tilily EtiNinearing and 20 iGHg &5 a iy
d-jigned greese trap is inrtaled c.i the
| xlilv.g = v from the kitchen area.”

Tiie greese trap, the erfii.eers ejfian,
v.c.id lower the te~per.~Mfur3 c: kitcl'i.t
"to EIOIV arv gresseto coTie cut of ei_hion
ad Pr-A to "te surface.”

GrOTON Bo=rd of Hedth forvrardsd
'h3 jlans to the regiond officeof the Dipart-
ii'cnt of Public Ilh h-caGe the !::?.!
ratros.. "t trs fed that appro-a ftc.-n
ycf;“I o?flcs(the jlaie) of thekitchin-ci.-ing
roorn-;;\c.-n isir. order a thisti-v2 'ii " v.ill
i.v-;ri'ati Ce ll'ing o V= ocr;.g ;e
rc=tric’;rn an lhsplrr.sad iny?ur hite: 2D
Ab-iirrl-ZT 1&'4."
+ Ths B:v.;r,s, 2'V.'incheder topple, p'm to
re, ir I'e Gj.t-n li.n h-rl 'li - >t
i(i-irc-i, 1 dr.' A T:M:iczi Ui-A. 2 0 -

rl1ff h rOWW L I11fhf n 10A\r- n2" rol it - -1

RECEIVED
AG 27 197
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36. National Register Wite-up: » railway, scene of many rdcaT government-related activities including-the 1846
" Railroad Meeting" which led to the separation of Goton Junction (Ayer) from £roton.



