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The Major Black House, located in the southeastern Arkansas town of
Brinkley was constructed in 1895. The house is a masterpiece of Queen
Anne Victorian architecture as characterized it its variety of textural
usage, its towers and its irregular shape. The only structure of its

kind in the area, the Major Black House is one of the most architecturally
significant structures in south Arkansas.

Of frame construction, the colorful yellow and white Major Black House
features a multi-gabled, high-hipped roof. The most dominate feature

of ‘the ‘house is a three-story round .tower .located on the northeast corner.
This tower is capped by a steep cone-shaped roof with finial. Decorative
supportive brackets are found on the cornice beneath the roof. The tower
is divided into four sections; the tall roof, and a first, second and
third story level. The third story level of the tower is covered in
scalloped shingles and features six double-hung,nine-over-one windows.
The first and second story levels of the tower are covered in weather-
board siding and contain two double-hung curved windows. The curved
glass in these windows is original.

A wide portico beginning in the wcenter of the east elevation curves
around the northeast corner and the tower, spans the width of the
facade and turns around the northwest corner to extend to the center
of the west elevation. The porch features a gabled roof on the east
elevation and at the entry on the facade. This portico features
decorative spindlework . at the cornice of the porch, delicately turned
posts and balusters, and ornamental brackets. To the west of the gablet
at the’ entry on the facade (north elevation) the spindlework forms

a wide archway between the turned posts. The ornate gablet at the
main entry features rows of rosettes set into squares in the gable end.
Found on the bargeboard of the gable are unevenly spaced triglyphs and
metopes. 2 ows

The gable on the facade of the house features a pair of double-hung
windows found just below two rows of rosettes set into squares. Three
air vents also found in the gable end are surrounded by scalloped
shingles.

The west elevation of the house is marked by a two-story gable extending
from the roof. This gable features chevron and scalloped shingling

in its gable end, and a pair of small windows. The bargeboard of

the gable utilizes the pattern of unevenly spaced triglyph and metope.

A shed roof porch with decorative balusters and railing covers the
single door west elevation entry.

The east elevation is marked by two gables, a bay window and a gabled
section of the portico. The portico widens at the east elevation and
is covered with a gabled entry. The gable end features alternating
rows of scalloped and rectangular shingling. A two story gabled bay
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extends from this elevation. The gable end of the bay is almost
identical to that of the gable on the west elevation, including the
row of Moorish archmotif. A three-sided, one-story bay window extends
from the larger bay. Decorative brackets support the three-sided

flat roof which is surrounded by iron cresting. A small decorative
gable extends from the roof at the rear of the east elevation.

The south elevation of the Major Black House is marked by a hipped-
gable roof with bargeboard on which is found the triglyph and metope
design. Scalloped shingling surrounded a single double-hung window

at the two-and-one-half story level of this elevation. A second story
flat-roofed portico rests atop a projecting first floor section in
which an enclosed porch is found.

The entire house features double corner boards. A continuous sill
and windowhead also extends around the house.

In general, the Major Black House gives the appearance of being a
complex shape with its numerous offset surfaces. However, it is
essentially a central hall plan. The exterior refinement is carried

to the interior with ornamental latticework in an opening into the

west parlor and in a bay window in a rear parlor, symmetrically molded
trim about all fenestration, wide baseboards or rich wood and original
ceiling stenciling. Each room contains a fireplace with wood overmantels
each unique in design. The staircase is of dark paneled woodwork,

finely turned balusters and intricately carved posts with a lacing
pattern of wood above and below the balustrades. The double entry doors
are of heavy, dark wood with a classical trim surrounding them. A narrow
horizontal transom rests above the paneled doors which feature
beautifully colored and designed stained glass panels in the upper
sections of the doors. Most of the original light fixtures remain in

the house. On the landing of the stairway is an elegant oval window

of clear cut glass.

In 1909 the most destructive cyclone in the history of Arkansas tore
through Brinkly, leaving only eight of 1,500 structures in the city
still standing. Part of a chimney was blown off on the east side of
the Major Black House, otherwise it was undamaged.

The virtually unaltered Major Black House in Brinkley, Arkansas rests
on a tree-shaded lot near the downtown area of Brinkley. In excellent
condition the Major Black House is an outstanding example of Queen
Anne Victorian architecture in Arkansas.
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One of Arkansas' most outstanding Queen Anne Victorian structures is the
Major Black House in Brinkley, Arkansas. Constructed in 1895 by the widow
of Major William Black, the architectural considerations alone of the
Major Black House make it a significant and unusual structure in the
southeast part of the state. However, aside from all architectural merits
is the history of the man who planned the house and whose descendants

live there today.

William Black was born in Toronto, Canada,on November 22, 1836. He moved
to Memphis, Tennessee in 1856 at the age of twenty. During his early years
in Memphis he worked at ship carpentering. He later established a success-
ful grocery business on Memphis' Jefferson Street and was elected Alderman
in the city government. Black served in the Confederate Army during the
Civil War and took part in many of the battles in and around Memphis. It
was during the Civil War that Black earned the title of major.

Major Black was married in 1862 to Miss Bena Corless of New Orleans, Louisiana.
He disposed of his grocery business in Memphis,.and built a sawmill. in
the midst of a dense forest in southeast Arkansas. There was a small
settlement near this area known as Brinkley and in 1870, at the age of
thirty-four he moved his wife and three children to this area. The last

. twenty miles of their trip was made by covered wagon.

In Brinkley, Major Black entered into partnership with Mr. John Gunn and
formed the Brinkley Car Works and Manufacturing Company. The growth of

this company was due largely to his business management, and it developed
into one of the largest concerns of its kind in the South. Major Black

was president and principal owner of this company. The company had several
railroad contracts, building about twenty-five miles of the Little Rock

and Memphis Railroad and about forty miles of the St. Louis, Arkansas and
Texas Railroad. His company also built what was known as the W&BRV Railroad
and the Brinkley and Helena Railroad. It was mainly through Major Black's
efforts that these four railroads ran through Brinkley.

In 1874, only four years after moving to Arkansas, Major Black was elected
to the State Senate from his district. At the time of his death, Major
William Black was a director and stockholder in the Little Rock and Memphis
Railroad, President of the B.H.&I.B. Railroad, President of the Monroe
County Bank, Vice-president of the Brinkley Oil Mill Company and principal
owner of the T. H. Jackson and Company, the largest mercantile firm in
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eastern Arkansas. He also owned much of the land in and around Brinkley
and many of the buildings in the business district, some of which bear
his name today.

Major Black is recognized to be one of the strongest forces in the develop-
ment of Brinkley and the surrounding area. In early publications he was
sometimes referred to as the "Father of Brinkley." He was given much credit
for the early settlement and growth of the city because of his contributions
in the areas of commerce and transportation through the railroads and lumber
industry. Not only did these businesses supply much needed materials to
unsettled southeast Arkansas, but brought many workers and their families
into that part of the state.

On September 18, 1889 at the age of 54, immediately following surgery for

a brain abscess, Major Black died at his home in Brinkley. He was survived
by his 44-year-old wife, six daughters, and two sons. His widow, in addition
to managing the family business and interests, saw to the construction of

a house for which Major Black had drawn up the plans before his death. This
house was completed in 1895. Since that time the house has been the home

of the descendants of Major Black. Mrs. Kathryn Mitchell Burrows, grand-
daughter of Major Black and her husband now live in and maintain the
excellent condition of the house.

Architecturally, the Major Black House is a masterpiece of the Queen Anne
Victorian style. Of frame construction, painted a vivid yellow and white,
the house features a variety of textural usage,irregular shape and unusual
ornate trim. The house is distinguished by a large round tower on the
northeast corner. This tower utilizes decorative brackets, scalloped
shingling and rounded glass. The Major Black House is extremely ornate

in trim, utilizing an unusual combination of decorative motifs.

The interior of the Major Black House is a combination of perfectly
preserved ornamental latticework, stained glass entry doors, stenciled
ceilings, and elaborate fireplace mantels. The staircase is exceptionally
beautiful featuring turned balusters, carved posts and a lacing pattern
below the handrail.

The Major Black House stands as a monument to the man who was largely
responsible for the development of Brinkley and the surrounding area.

A leading factor in the commercial development of Brinkley, Major Black
came to be one of southeast Arkansas' most admired citizens. This is in
addition to its architectural significance make the Major Black House a
local landmark.
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