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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Exchange Building is located at the southwest corner of the intersection 
of Fourth and Center Streets in the central business district of Winona. It is 
a four storey brick and stone structure executed in the Renaissance Revival mode. 
The plan is rectangular, consisting of three bays on the Fourth Street facade and eight 
bays on the Center Street facade; the building measures approximately 60,x 140 feet.

The ground storey is faced in a bush-hammered Bedford stone which is laid in 
such a fashion as to represent strap-work (alternating courses project from the 
face of the building). Similar treatment is employed in the segmental arches above 
ground storey windows. The principal entry to the building is located in the center 
bay of the Fourth Street facade whereas a secondary (rear) entry is provided in 
the rearmost bay of the Center Street facade.

The second and third storeys are incorporated within massive Carlinville 
brick piers. Brick is also used in panels between storeys in the window areas. 
On the Center Street facade four of the window bays are provided with three- 
section oriels; the remaining four bays are flush with the facade and are comprised 
of two-section windows separated by a mullion. A diminutive stone cornice supported 
by mock-brackets separated this section of the building from the fourth (attic) 
storey.

The fourth storey is most elaborate and employs most of the Renaissance 
Revival detail of this design. Windows are round-arched, capped with prominent 
hoods, and are arranged in groupings of two. Between each grouping is a roundel. 
The cornice above is highlighted with both modillions and dentils and projects 
approximately two feet from the face of the building. Directly above the cornice 
is a balustraded brick parapet.

The interior of the building when finished was considered fire-proof and 
employed the use of malsolite between floors and partitions. The floors through­ 
out are seven inches thick, consisting of a layer of six-inch thick lumber laid on 
twelve-by-twelve posts and beams and finished with one-inch hard maple strip 
flooring. The interior finish is both of hard maple and birch. Primary traffic 
areas on the first floor are covered in a marble tile; the stairs are of iron with 
slate treads. In addition to the stairs, the building was originally provided with 
two elevators, one of which was electric and the other hydraulic. All of the rooms 
throughout the building were finished according to the needs of the original tenants; 
this was done in that the building was leased prior to construction. The basement 
contained a barbershop and three bowling alleys in addition to the physical plant.

The Exchange Building has continued to serve its original function as an 
office building and has retained architectural design integrity in a good state 
of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Exchange Building is recognized as one of the outstanding turn of the 
century office buildings*' in the City of Winona. It is an excellent example of 
the Renaissance Rivival mode in architectural design which rose to popularity in 
Minnesota during the last decade of the nineteenth century and continued to be 
used for both public and private buildings until World War I. It represents a 
significant development in the allocation of major area of the facade to window 
space to make great use of natural light in the interior spaces. It is also 
important as a large office building designed in accordance with the specifica­ 
tions of the original occupants who were for the most part renters rather than 
owners.
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