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1. Name
higoric "Kellogg Terrace", "Barrington House", "Hopkins-Searles Mansion"
andorcommon " Searles Castle" (preferred)

2. Location

Street & number Main SV\ghet*-- not for publication
city, town Great Barrington vicinity of congressond digtrict  First
Sate M assachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture X museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure botfi work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object AJ'™ in process K yes: restricted government scientific
bein® considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
naneSear | es Castle Enterprises, Inc. (Daniel Rosenfeld. Pres. and Treasurer)
street & number 10 Elba Place

city, town ~ Scarsdale vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigtry of deeds, eic. Southern Berkshire Registry of Deeds

street & number I'lain Street

city, town Gfreat Barrington dae  Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

_Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Comnonwealth ) )
title hes this property been determined eegible? yes X no

dae February 26. 1979 federal X state county local

depogtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Cotimission

city, townBoston sae Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Searles Castle i sa late-nineteenth century estate i nthecenter of the
business district of Great Barrington. The mansion stands behind high stone
wal | s on about 64 acres of |and between Main Street (Route 7) on t hewest and
the Housatonic River on theeast; at present a golf course covers nost of the
grounds on t hewest bank of t he Housatonic River below t heCastle.

MKim Mead and Wite were thearchitects of this inposing, forty-plus
room nmansion, huilt i ntheFrench Chateau style and said t oresemble Charnord
Castle i nFrance. Wrk was begun i n1885--with blue dolomte for theconstruc-
tion brought from Ms. Hopkins' own quarry on East Mountain--conpleted i n1888<
A description of thehouse before itscompletion noted that thebuilding has

"a frontage on thenorth of 180 feet and i s 100 feet deep. Seven
towers and numerous gables surmount thestructure. The walls
rise four stories on thenorth and six on thesouth. The nmassive
ks)OIUth terrace i spaved with marble and resenbles a fortress from
el ow. "

The building overlooks a lagoon, fountain, Doric teahouse, and a still
unspoiled view of the Berkshire Hills.

The general design features walls of rock-faced coursed ashlar, articu-
| ated by narrow belt courses and by architraves and other ornamental trim of
dressed ashlar. Wndows are frequently paired, often with double or single
transons. The slate roof i sthebuilding's nost dynam c aspect, with a variety
of hipped and conical roofs. The verticality of these steep roofs i s accen-
tuated by delicate finials, narrow chimeys, gablets, and turrets.

In plan thebuilding contains a square central mass with symmetrical
pavilions on each of itsfour corners; those on thesouth arerectangular, thos
on thenorth cylindrical. The major north and south elevations are symmetrical
and formal, while theeast and west sides contain dissimlar appendages.

The north facade contains themin entry, flanked by three-story symmetri-
cal towers. The formal entrance motif 1 s conposed of a recessed porch ont he
first floor, a recessed balcony on t hesecond floor, and a two-story flush
dormer. Entry i sgained through a stilted arch supported by pairs of lonic
colums; theclassical balcony above contains paired Corinthiancolums.

The symmetrical south elevation, overlookingthegrand terrace, contains
| arge end pavilions with four-story corner turrets. Centered betweenthe
avilions 1 sa curved Fortico supported by eight lonic colums and topped by a
alustrade. A large flush dormer |ike that on t hefacade crowns this elevation,

_ Oh theeast, an asymmetrical el | rises four stories from the basenent
kitchen toroof level. The north corner ends i na tower, while thesouth side
has a two-story porch.
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A glass - enclosed greenhouse formerly stood adjunct tothebuilding belowt he
kitchen wall.

Westerly, the Music Roomrises three stories, having a large, tri-partite
wi ndow with semi-circular transom on the north and south. lts buttressed
end i salso rounded. A balcony on thesouth side i saccessed through a walk-
out wi ndow.

The interior of Searles Castle i salso outstanding. | nt hegreat hall,
the woodwork i s of hand-polished English Qak as i t i sin nmuch of t herest of
the house. At each side of thefront entrance 1 sa round tower roonm onea
reception roomwith a magnificent vaulted ceiling, while theother i sa cloak
room Athird tower room i sa breakfast room near thebutler's pantry and hand-
some Jacobean dining room "The heart of thehouse i stheatriumwhichi s
pillared in pink marble. Mexican onyx panels conceal electric lights which
give theillusion of sunlight. G ass doors open upon a |loggia abovet he
terrace.”

A Louis XlIVdrawing room said t ohave been brought from France, has a
dramatically painted ceilng. The woodwork i sembellished with real gold leaf.
The fireplace, alone, was valued circa 1922 at $25, 000.

West of t heatrium i sthe Music Roomwhich originally housed a magnificent
organ, now i nt heCongregational Church in Methuen. The roomi sfifty feet
long and forty-two feet high, with a dome-shaped paneled ceiling andacoustical
ly perfect. On thesecond andthird floors arebedroom suites, a circular
library finished i n black walnut, anda butternut wood billiard room

The servants were quartered on thefourth floor andt hefirst-basement
kitchen i sfloored andwalled with white marble. The original laundry shows
its line of set tubs and a copper andbrick wash boiler. The laundryi s
flanked by a wine cellar and twowalk-in ice boxes.

In t hesub-basenment arethetwin boilers that originally heated t hehouse
and supplied steam toturn thel00 kw, Edison, bipolar generator which supplied
the electricity toillummnate thebuilding. The steam engine and generator
were |ater renmoved t oa separate brick powerhouse a distance from the main
house. Commercial electricity now supplies this need.

The original water system from Lake Mansfield, a mle and a half away,

still runs thehydraulic elevator, which, lacking today's safety features,i s
not i nuse. lts overflow supplies a fountain i nthecenter of t helagoon on
the Castle's south side.

The Carriage House, just northeast of the main entry of t heCastle, i s al
of blue dolomite. |t i sasymmetrical, with a crow stepped gable and chi mey

on the west, balanced by a smaller gable dormer on t he east.
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A center arch allowed access tothemin floor,
collection of carts and carriages were kept.
workers were on t he second floor under

where Ms. Searles'

_ Two apartments for estate
| t sdeep roof.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military "social/
1700-1799 Aoart engineering A music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates  1883-1888 Builder/Arciited -giamt G ot whilts (el isad: g hite o

statement of Slignificance (ih one paragraph) Vorcester, M

Searles Castle possesses inte%rity of location, design, setting, materials,
and worknmanship and as an acconplished work of one of Anerica's finest
architectural firms, MKim Meade, and Wite, neets Criterion C |t was de-
signed i n188 i nthe Chateauesque style and i sone of thefinest estates i n th
Berkshires", an area noted for itslarge residences. Many of itsinterior fit-
tinPs were inported from Europe and are of exceptionallyhigh quality. The
buil'ding"s association with sone of thecountry's |eading business andsociety
figures of the Ilate 19thcenturr-- railroad magnate Mark Hopkins and his wife,
Mary, and decorator Edward Searles of New York City--meets Criterion B

Mar k Hopkins, descendant of Great Barrington's first Congregational mini-
ster, the Reverend Sanuel Hopkins, becanme one of the"big four" whose business
acurmen and audacity helped span theUnited States rails 1 n1869 as t he Central
Pacific Railroad. Hopkins becane one of thenineteenth centur{)‘s mul ti-mil-
lionaires. O his death i n1878, hi sestate was estimted at between fifteen
and fifty mllion dollars. Hi swife, Miry Francis (Sherwood) Hopkins, received
three-quarters of theestate. She had, also, inherited, i n1877, theproperty
of two maiden aunts i nGeat Barrington.

Construction of thecastle on theQGeat Barrington property was beguni n
1885. M's. Hopkins met M. Edward P. Searles, an interior decoratorf or
Herter Brothers of New York, NY, whilethe firm was decorating her Nob Hill
hone i nSan Francis@ California. They becane close friends and Searles agreed
to supervise theconstruction and decoration of the Great Barrington house which
was bei n? designed by McKim Mad, and Wite. As thecastle neared conpletion,
the couple were nmaryjed at Trinity Chapel in New York City, Novenber 8, 1887.
Even though she was twenty-one years ol der than he, they shared an interest i n
art _and music. H was acconplished onthe organ and piano. On their honeynoon
in Europe, they purchased many art treasures for thecastle and visited sculi)-

tor, Thomas Ball, in his studio in Venice, Italy, later commissioning severa
wor ks from hin.

Searles, who owned a hone i nMethuen, Massachusetts, extended i ttocreate
the mansion, Pine Lodge. He also bought Stillwater Manor and Highfield Farm
and built Stanton-Harcourt i nWndham New Hanpshire.

Ms. Searles died at Pine Lodge, June 28, 1891. Her will left her husband
everything. After her death, Edward Searles spent [ittle time i nG eat
Barrington. The routing of a newtrolley line past thecastle gate i n1902
angered himand he left toreside i nMethuen until hi sdeath, August 6, 1920.
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The Berkshire Courier, weekly newspaper pit)lished i nQeat Barrington, M. Files i nMson Lib.
The Berkshire Eagle, a daily newspaper published i nPittsfield, M\ Files in the
Berkshi re Ant ehnaeum
Bryan, Cark W The Book of Berkshire, CGark W Bryan and @. Publishers, Qeat
Barrington, M, 1886.
QG een, 9I\/gr garet, "The Main Wo Spent Mark Hopkins' Maney, " Yankee Magazi ne, March,
1959, p. 51.
Qeat Barrington Fire District Annaul Reports, 1905-17.
Lavender, David, The Great Perstiader, Doubl eday and @., Garden CitK, RJ, 1970.
Pi ctur'\zsqgggger kshire, Part I, South Berkshire, Picturesqioe Publishing ., Northanpton,
Sout hern Berkshire Registery of Deeds, Town Hall, Geat Barrington, M.
Taylor, Charles J., Hstory of Geat Barrington, 1676-1922, extension by George E
MacLean, pidlished by the town of Geat Barrington, M, 1928.
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Beginning at theintersection of thewesterly bank of the Housatonic
River and t henortherly line of land of the Town of Great Barrington known as
O ympi an Meadows, being the southeasterly corner of theprem ses herein de-
scribed;

Thence westerly along said northerly line and thenortherly line of a righ
of way leading from said Main Street to said Meadows five hundred eighty (580)
feet, nmore or less, totheintersectionof thenortherly line of said right of
way and t heeasterly line of land now or formerly of one Ketchen, beingthe
sout hwesterly corner of thepremses herein described,;

Thence northerly along said Ketchen's easterly line three hundred twenty-
seven and si x (327.6) feet, nore or less, totheintersection of said easterly
line with thesoutherly line of land now or formerly on one Hunt;

Thence easterly, northerly, and westerly i ntheline of said Hunt's land a
total distance of three hundred twelve and eight tenths (312.8) feet, nore or
less, totheintersectionof said northerly line of Hunt's land withthe
easterly line of land now or formerly of one Jackman;

Thence northerly along theeasterly line of said Jackman and |and now or
formerly of one Leonhard one hundred fifty-seven (157) feet, nore or less, toa
corner of said Leonhard |and;

Thence northwesterly along land of said Leonhard fifty-seven and eight
tenths (57.8") feet, nmore or less, tothesoutheasterly corner of land now or
formerly of one Littlewood;

Thence northerly along the easterly line of land of said Littlewood one
hundred eleven (111) feet, nore or less, tothesoutheasterly corner of land
now or formerly of one Schol z;

Thence northerly along theeasterly line of land of said Scholz andthe
easterly line of land now or formerly of one Carroll one hundred (100) feet,
nore or less, toa corner of said Carroll's [land;

Thence easterly and northerly along the southerly and easterly line of |ar
of said Carroll forty-eight (48) Feet, nore or less, toland now or formerly
of one Cunni ngham

_ Thence easterly alonp thesoutherly line of land of said Cunnignham ninety-
nine (99) feet, nore or less, tothesoutheasterly corner thereof;

Thence northerly along theeasterly line of land of said Cunningham eighty-
seven (87) feet, nore or less, tothesoutheasterly corner of land now or form
erly of one Peters;

Thence along theeasterly line of land of said Peters i na general south-
easterly and northerly direction a distance of one hundred eighty and eight
tenths (180.8) feet, nore or less, tothenortheasterly corner of land of said
Peters; A
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Thence i na general westerly direction along thenortherly line of land of
said Peters two hundred fifty and eight tenths (250.8) feet, nore or less, tothe
easterly line of said Main Street;

Thence northerly along the said easterly line of Main Street one thousand
three hundred thirty-five and four tenths (1335.4) feet, nore or less, tothe -
sout hwesterly ~corner of land conveyed by James J. Joyce and Margaret C Joyce to
Wheel er § Taylor Realty GConpany, Inc.;

Thence S 50°E. two hundred fifty sixand five tenths (256.5) feet anng
the southerly line of said Wheeler § Taylor Realty Conpany, Inc.land to a corner;

Thence N 50°30'E. along the easterly line of said |and one hundred and two
(102) feet toan iron pipe;

Thence S 49*710' E along the southerly line of said land one hundred forty-four
and three tenths (144.3) feet to a corner;

Thence northerly along thewesterly line extended of an existing right of way
from Bridge Street one hundred eighty-six and five tenths (186.5) feet to a land
now or formerly of Harper Garage Conpany;

Thence continuing northerly along the easterly line of said Harper Garage Qom
pany |and one hundred twenty-four (124) feet, nore or less, to the southerly Iline
of Bridge Street;

Thence easterly along said southerly line of Bridge Street thirty (30) feet to
the northwesterly corner of land of one Denpsey;

Thence sourtherly along thewesterly Iine of said |land of Denpsey one hundred
eighty-three and eight tenths (183.8) feet, nore or less, to a southwesterly corner
thereof;

Thence easterly, southerly, and again easterly along theline of land of said
Dempsey the following distances: Ninety (90) feet, nore or less; thirty and three
tenths (30.3) feet, nore or less; and ninety-three and one-tenth (93.1) feet, nore
or less, tothewesterly Iine of land of the Town of Great Barrington known as
Memorial Field;

Thence southerly along thewesterly line of said land known as Memorial Field
one hundred thirty-two and fifty-one hundredths (132.51) feet, nore or less, tothe
sout hwesterly corner thereof;

Thence easterly along the southerly line of said Memorial Field five hundred

fifty-nine and ei%hty four one-hundredths (559.84) feet, nore or less, tothe
westérly bank of Tt he Housatonic River;

Thence southerly, westerly, and again southerly along thewesterly bank of
said Housatonic River to theplace of beginning.

Containing sixty-four acres, nore or |ess.
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searles castle enterprises,
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294 Washington SfiZQ.t

Boston, Mad4acfiudeit4 021
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ember 7, J910. Alio, thii -C4.to con™~cAm oar deé&lh.z
that SLafilQ.& Ca&tlz be nominatzd to the National

RzQ-i&tzK ol Hlitofilc Ptacz.

Should you have, any quebtXoni Ae3an.dX.ng th-ii Xiiue.,
plea&z call oufi GenzZfial Manager, Mi44 Beth  Vutnam.
Thanking  you {”on. youfi cooperation,

| remain

\JAiy iy youfii

Vanlel KOienf*d
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Nane Location

Gocvood R chnond
Berkshire Gounty
Searles Castle Qeat Barrington

Berkshire Gounty

Notified
Honorable Silvio 0. Gonte State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Eoward M Kennedy Ms. Patricia L. Vsl owski
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conm ssion
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 204 \Mshington Street
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A



Searl es Castle
Main Street
Great Barrington, MA

The owner was originally notified of MHCs intent to nom nate on 11/7/80,
and responded i n favor.

The State Review Board considered the nomnation on 12/10/80, and voted
unani mously i n favor.

The nomination was submtted to the National Register on 12/12/80; i t
was returned to MHC on 2/13/81.

Omership wasverified on 12/23/81, and the owner was renotified of M s
intent to nomnate on 12/14/81. Nb response was received.



