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1. Name 
historic " K e l l o g g T e r r a c e " , " B a r r i n g t o n House", " H o p k i n s - S e a r l e s M a n s i o n " 

and/or common " S e a r l e s C a s t l e " ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 

street & number Ma in St̂ ^g^et*-- not for publication 

city, town Grea t B a r r i n g t o n vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state Massachuse t t s code 025 county B e r k s h i r e code 003 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
botfi 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
AJ'^ in process 

bein^ considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
K yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
nameSearles Castle Enterprises, Inc. (Daniel Rosenfeld. Pres. and Treasurer) 

street & number 10 Elba Place 

city, town Scarsdale vicinity of state New York 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southern Berkshire Registry o f Deeds 

street & number I'lain Street 

city, town Gfreat Barrington state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s t o r i c Assets o f the Comnonwealth 

title has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date February 26. 1979 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Cotimission 

city, townBoston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Searles Castle is a late-nineteenth century estate i n the center of the 
business d i s t r i c t of Great Barrington. The mansion stands behind high stone 
walls on about 64 acres of land between Main Street (Route 7) on the west and 
the Housatonic River on the east; at present a golf course covers most of the 
grounds on the west bank of the Housatonic River below the Castle. 

McKim Mead and White were the architects of th i s imposing, forty-plus 
room mansion, b u i l t i n the French Chateau style and said to resemble Charmord 
Castle i n France. Work was begun i n 1885--with blue dolomite for the construc­
t i o n brought from Mrs. Hopkins' own quarry on East Mountain--completed i n 1888< 
A description of the house before i t s completion noted that the building has 

"a frontage on the north of 180 feet and is 100 feet deep. Seven 
towers and numerous gables surmount the structure. The walls 
r i s e four stories on the north and six on the south. The massive 
south terrace is paved with marble and resembles a fortress from 
below." 

The building overlooks a lagoon, fountain, Doric tea house, and a s t i l l 
unspoiled view of the Berkshire H i l l s . 

The general design features walls of rock-faced coursed ashlar, a r t i c u ­
lated by narrow be l t courses and by architraves and other ornamental t r i m of 
dressed ashlar. Windows are frequently paired, often with double or single 
transoms. The slate roof is the building's most dynamic aspect, with a variety 
of hipped and conical roofs. The v e r t i c a l i t y of these steep roofs is accen­
tuated by delicate f i n i a l s , narrow chimneys, gablets, and t u r r e t s . 

In plan the building contains a square central mass with symmetrical 
pavilions on each of i t s four corners; those on the south are rectangular, thos 
on the north c y l i n d r i c a l . The major north and south elevations are symmetrical 
and formal, while the east and west sides contain dissimilar appendages. 

The north facade contains the main entry, flanked by three-story symmetri­
cal towers. The formal entrance motif i s composed of a recessed porch on the 
f i r s t f l o o r , a recessed balcony on the second f l o o r , and a two-story flush 
dormer. Entry is gained through a s t i l t e d arch supported by pairs of Ionic 
columns; the classical balcony above contains paired Corinthian columns. 

The symmetrical south elevation, overlooking the grand terrace, contains 
large end pavilions with four-story corner t u r r e t s . Centered between the 
pavilions i s a curved portico supported by eight Ionic columns and topped by a 
balustrade. A large flush dormer l i k e that on the facade crowns t h i s elevation, 

On the east, an asymmetrical e l l rises four stories from the basement 
kitchen to roof l e v e l . The north corner ends i n a tower, while the south side 
has a two-story porch. 
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A glass - enclosed greenhouse formerly stood adjunct to the b u i l d i n g below the 
ki t c h e n w a l l . 

Westerly, the Music Room r i s e s three s t o r i e s , having a l a r g e , t r i - p a r t i t e 
window w i t h s e m i - c i r c u l a r transom on the n o r t h and south. I t s buttressed 
end i s also rounded. A balcony on the south side i s accessed through a walk­
out window. 

The i n t e r i o r of Searles Castle i s also outstanding. I n the great h a l l , 
the woodwork i s of hand-polished English Oak as i t i s i n much of the re s t of 
the house. At each side of the f r o n t entrance i s a round tower room; one a 
recept i o n room w i t h a magnificent vaulted c e i l i n g , while the other i s a cloak 
room. A t h i r d tower room i s a breakfast room near the b u t l e r ' s pantry and hand­
some Jacobean d i n i n g room. "The heart of the house i s the atrium which i s 
p i l l a r e d i n pink marble. Mexican onyx panels conceal e l e c t r i c l i g h t s which 
give the i l l u s i o n of s u n l i g h t . Glass doors open upon a loggia above the 
t e r r a c e . " 

A Louis XIV drawing room said to have been brought from France, has a 
dr a m a t i c a l l y painted c e i l n g . The woodwork i s embellished w i t h r e a l gold l e a f . 
The f i r e p l a c e , alone, was valued c i r c a 1922 at $25,000. 

West of the atrium i s the Music Room which o r i g i n a l l y housed a magnificent 
organ, now i n the Congregational Church i n Methuen. The room i s f i f t y f e e t 
long and f o r t y - t w o f e e t high, w i t h a dome-shaped paneled c e i l i n g and a c o u s t i c a l 
l y p e r f e c t . On the second and t h i r d f l o o r s are bedroom s u i t e s , a c i r c u l a r 
l i b r a r y f i n i s h e d i n black walnut, and a b u t t e r n u t wood b i l l i a r d room. 

The servants were quartered on the f o u r t h f l o o r and the first-basement 
k i t c h e n i s f l o o r e d and walled w i t h white marble. The o r i g i n a l laundry shows 
i t s l i n e of set tubs and a copper and b r i c k wash b o i l e r . The laundry i s 
flanked by a wine c e l l a r and two walk- i n ice boxes. 

In the sub-basement are the tw i n b o i l e r s t h a t o r i g i n a l l y heated the house 
and supplied steam to t u r n the 100 kw, Edison, b i p o l a r generator which supplied 
the e l e c t r i c i t y to i l l u m i n a t e the b u i l d i n g . The steam engine and generator 
were l a t e r removed to a separate b r i c k powerhouse a distance from the main 
house. Commercial e l e c t r i c i t y now supplies t h i s need. 

The o r i g i n a l water system from Lake Mansfield, a mile and a h a l f away, 
s t i l l runs the h y d r a u l i c e l e v a t o r , which, l a c k i n g today's s a f e t y f e a t u r e s , i s 
not i n use. I t s overflow supplies a f o u n t a i n i n the center of the lagoon on 
the Castle's south side. 

The Carriage House, j u s t northeast of the main entry of the Castle, i s als 
of blue dolomite. I t i s asymmetrical, w i t h a crow stepped gable and chimney 
on the west, balanced by a smaller gable dormer on the east. 
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A center arch allowed access to the main f l o o r , where Mrs. Searles' 
c o l l e c t i o n of carts and carriages were kept. Two apartments for estate 
workers were on the second f l o o r under i t s deep roof. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

. 1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning X landscape architecture. 
archeology-historic conservation law 
agriculture economics literature 

X architecture education military 
^ art engineering ^ music 

commerce exploration/settlement philosophy 
communications industry politics/government 

invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 

^ social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1883-1888 Builder/, 
~ TTT . A r c h i t e c t - .McKim, Mead, and White  
Architectj-gtanford White ) B u i l d e r : No rcorss Bros. 

statement of SI 

Searle 
and workman 
architectur 
signed i n 1 
Berkshires", 
tings were 
building's 
figures of 
Mary, and d 

, ... ,. Worcester, MA 
ign i f icance (in one paragraph) ' 

s Castle possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
ship and as an accomplished work of one of America's f i n e s t 
al firms, McKim, Meade, and White, meets Cr i t e r i o n C. I t was de-
885 i n the Chateauesque style and is one of the f i n e s t estates i n the 
an area noted for i t s large residences. Many of i t s i n t e r i o r f i t -

imported from Europe and are of exceptionally high q u a l i t y . The 
association with some of the country's leading business and society 
the l a t e 19th century-- r a i l r o a d magnate Mark Hopkins and his wife, 
ecorator Edward Searles of New York City--meets Cr i t e r i o n B. 

Mark Hopkins, descendant of Great Barrington's f i r s t Congregational mini­
ster, the Reverend Samuel Hopkins, became one of the "big four" whose business 
acumen and audacity helped span the United States r a i l s i n 1869 as the Central 
Pacific Railroad. Hopkins became one of the nineteenth century's mu l t i - m i l ­
l i o n a i r e s . On his death i n 1878, his estate was estimated at between f i f t e e n 
and f i f t y m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . His wife, Mary Francis (Sherwood) Hopkins, received 
three-quarters of the estate. She had, also, in h e r i t e d , i n 1877, the property 
of two maiden aunts i n Great Barrington. 

Construction o 
1885. Mrs. Hopkins 
Herter Brothers of 
home i n San Francis 
to supervise the co 
was being designed 
the couple were mar 
Even though she was 
art and music. He 
in Europe, they pur 
to r , Thomas B a l l , i 
works from hin. 

f the castle 
met Mr. Edwa 
New York, NY, 
CO, C a l i f o r n i 
nstruction an 
by McKim, Mea 
rie d at T r i n i 
twenty-one y 

was accomplis 
chased many a 
n his studio 

on the Gre 
rd P. Sear 
while the 

a. They b 
d decorati 
d, and Whi 
ty Chapel 
ears older 
hed on the 
r t treasur 
i n Venice, 

at Barrington property was begun i n 
les, an i n t e r i o r decorator for 
fir m was decorating her Nob H i l l 
ecame close friends and Searles agreed 
on of the Great Barrington house which 
te. As the castle neared completion, 
i n New York City, November 8, 1887. 
than he, they shared an interest i n 
organ and piano. On t h e i r honeymoon 

es for the castle and v i s i t e d sculp-
I t a l y , l a t e r commissioning several 

Searles, who owned a home i n Methuen, Massachusetts, extended i t to create 
the mansion, Pine Lodge. He also bought S t i l l w a t e r Manor and Highfield Farm 
and b u i l t Stanton-Harcourt i n Windham, New Hampshire. 

Mrs. Searles died at Pine Lodge, June 28, 1891. Her w i l l l e f t her husband 
everything. After her death, Edward Searles spent l i t t l e time i n Great 
Barrington. The routing of a new t r o l l e y l i n e past the castle gate i n 1902 
angered him and he l e f t to reside i n Methuen u n t i l his death, August 6, 1920. 
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The Berkshire Courier, weekly newspaper pi±)lished in Great Barrington, MA.. Files in Mason Lib. 
The Berkshire Eagle, a daily newspaper published in Pittsfield, MA.. Files in the 

Berkshire Antehnaeum. 
Bryan, Clark W., The Book of Berkshire, Clark W. Bryan and Co. Publishers, Great 

Barrington, MA., 1886. 
Green, Margaret, "The Man Who Spent Mark Hopkins' Maney," Yankee Magazine, March, 

1959, p. 51. 
Great Barrington Fire District Annaul Reports, 1905-17. 
Lavender, David, The Great Perstiader, Doubleday and Co., Garden City, RJ, 1970. 
Picturesque Berkshire, Part I I , South Berkshire, Picturesqioe Publishing Co., Northanpton, 

MA, 1893. 
Southern Berkshire Registery of Deeds, Town Hall, Great Barrington, MA.. 
Taylor, Charles J., History of Great Barrington, 1676-1922, extension by George E. 

MacLean, pi±)lished by the town of Great Barrington, MA., 1928. 
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Beginning at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the westerly bank of the Housatonic 
River and the n o r t h e r l y l i n e of land of the Town of Great Barrington known as 
Olympian Meadows, being the southeasterly corner of the premises herein de­
scribed ; 

Thence westerly along said n o r t h e r l y l i n e and the n o r t h e r l y l i n e of a r i g h 
of way leading from said Main Street to said Meadows f i v e hundred eighty (580) 
f e e t , more or l e s s , to the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the n o r t h e r l y l i n e of said r i g h t of 
way and the e a s t e r l y l i n e of land now or formerly of one Ketchen, being the 
southwesterly corner of the premises herein described; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along said Ketchen's e a s t e r l y l i n e three hundred twenty-
seven and s i x (327.6) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the i n t e r s e c t i o n of said e a s t e r l y 
l i n e w i t h the southerly l i n e of land now or formerly on one Hunt; 

Thence e a s t e r l y , n o r t h e r l y , and westerly i n the l i n e of said Hunt's land a 
t o t a l distance of three hundred twelve and eight tenths (312.8) f e e t , more or 
le s s , to the i n t e r s e c t i o n of said n o r t h e r l y l i n e of Hunt's land w i t h the 
e a s t e r l y l i n e of land now or formerly of one Jackman; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of said Jackman and land now or 
formerly of one Leonhard one hundred f i f t y - s e v e n (157) f e e t , more or le s s , to a 
corner of said Leonhard land; 

Thence northwesterly along land of said Leonhard f i f t y - s e v e n and eight 
tenths (57.8") f e e t , more or l e s s , to the southeasterly corner of land now or 
formerly of one L i t t l e w o o d ; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of land of said L i t t l e w o o d one 
hundred eleven (111) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the southeasterly corner of land 
now or formerly of one Scholz; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of land of said Scholz and the 
e a s t e r l y l i n e of land now or formerly of one C a r r o l l one hundred (100) f e e t , 
more or l e s s , to a corner of said C a r r o l l ' s land; 

Thence e a s t e r l y and n o r t h e r l y along the southerly and e a s t e r l y l i n e of Ian 
of said C a r r o l l f o r t y - e i g h t (48) Feet, more or l e s s , to land now or formerly 
of one Cunningham; 

Thence e a s t e r l y alonp the southerly l i n e of land of said Cunnignham ninety-
nine (99) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the southeasterly corner thereof; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of land of said Cunningham eighty-
seven (87) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the southeasterly corner of land now or form­
e r l y of one Peters; 

Thence along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of land of said Peters i n a general south­
e a s t e r l y and n o r t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n a distance of one hundred eighty and eight 
tenths (180.8) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the n o r t h e a s t e r l y corner of land of said 
Peters; ^ 
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Thence i n a general westerly d i r e c t i o n along the n o r t h e r l y l i n e of land of 
said Peters two hundred f i f t y and eight tenths (250.8) f e e t , more or le s s , to the 
e a s t e r l y l i n e of said Main S t r e e t ; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the said e a s t e r l y l i n e of Main Street one thousand : 
three hundred t h i r t y - f i v e and four tenths (1335.4) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the - . 
southwesterly corner of land conveyed by James J. Joyce and Margaret C. Joyce to 
Wheeler § Taylor Realty Company, Inc.; 

Thence S. 50°E. two hundred f i f t y s i x and f i v e tenths (256.5) fe e t alon g 
the southerly l i n e of said Wheeler § Taylor Realty Company, Inc. land to a corner; 

Thence N. 50°30'E. along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of said land one hundred and two 
(102) f e e t to an i r o n pipe; 

Thence S. 49*^10' E. along the southerly l i n e of said land one hundred f o r t y - f o u r 
and three tenths (144.3) fe e t to a corner; 

Thence n o r t h e r l y along the westerly l i n e extended of an e x i s t i n g r i g h t of way 
from Bridge Street one hundred e i g h t y - s i x and f i v e tenths (186.5) fe e t to a land 
now or formerly of Harper Garage Company; 

Thence co n t i n u i n g n o r t h e r l y along the e a s t e r l y l i n e of said Harper Garage Com­
pany land one hundred twenty-four (124) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the southerly l i n e 
of Bridge S t r e e t ; 

Thence e a s t e r l y along said southerly l i n e of Bridge Street t h i r t y (30) fee t to 
the n o r t h w e s t e r l y corner of land of one Dempsey; 

Thence s o u r t h e r l y along the westerly l i n e of said land of Dempsey one hundred 
ei g h t y - t h r e e and eight tenths (183.8) f e e t , more or l e s s , to a southwesterly corner 
thereof; 

Thence e a s t e r l y , s o u t h e r l y , and again e a s t e r l y along the l i n e of land of said 
Dempsey the f o l l o w i n g distances: Ninety (90) f e e t , more or l e s s ; t h i r t y and three 
tenths (30.3) f e e t , more or le s s ; and n i n e t y - t h r e e and one-tenth (93.1) f e e t , more 
or l e s s , to the westerly l i n e of land of the Town of Great Barrington known as 
Memorial F i e l d ; 

Thence southerly along the westerly l i n e of said land known as Memorial F i e l d 
one hundred t h i r t y - t w o and f i f t y - o n e hundredths (132.51) f e e t , more or le s s , to the 
southwesterly corner thereof; 

Thence e a s t e r l y along the southerly l i n e of said Memorial F i e l d f i v e hundred 
f i f t y - n i n e and eighty four one-hundredths (559.84) f e e t , more or l e s s , to the 
westerly bank of the Housatonic River; 

Thence s o u t h e r l y , w e s t e r l y , and again southerly along the westerly bank of 
said Housatonic River to the place of beginning. 

Containing s i x t y - f o u r acres, more or le s s . 
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searles castle enterprises, inc. 
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Goodwood 

Searles Castle 

Location 

Richmond 
Berkshire County 

Great Barrington 
Berkshire County 

Notified 

Honorable Silvio 0. Conte 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-At lant ic Regional O f f i ce , NPS 
North A t lan t i c Regional O f f i ce , NPS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A 



Searles Castle 
Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 

The owner was o r i g i n a l l y n o t i f i e d of MHC's intent to nominate on 11/7/80, 
and responded i n favor. 

The State Review Board considered the nomination on 12/10/80, and voted 
unanimously i n favor. 

The nomination was submitted to the National Register on 12/12/80; i t 
was returned to MHC on 2/13/81. 

Ownership was v e r i f i e d on 12/23/81, and the owner was r e n o t i f i e d of MHC's 
intent to nominate on 12/14/81. No response was received. 


