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AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Sussex County Court House is a two-story brick structure 

with a brick tower over the entrance hallV Alterations in ioj.4 and

considerably embellished the original design.

When William Strickland completed the original structure in 184O 

it featured a squat entrance tower surmounted by an undersized cupola 

Strickland had predicted in 1837 that the building would be unattract 

without some decoration, but the building committee insisted upon 

economy. Some of the design's deficiencies were corrected in 1914, 

when the tower was enlarged and columns were added to the front, in 

keeping with Strickland»s original proposal. The 1970 renovations 

gave the building a decidedly more Georgian^appearance than the 

architect had intended, but are nonetheless consistent with the 

general lines of the structure. ^

The Circle, or town square, on which the courthouse ,.is situated, 

is an example of baroque town planning. Georgetown was laid out in 

1791 and 1792 in the form of a circle, with streets radiating outward 

from a public green. Around the circular green were to be built the 

courthouse, public buildings, taverns, and other structures necessary 

for a county seat. This plan was followed remarkably well as the town 

developed along the radiating streets. The circular green has been pr 

even though modern traffic is forced to drive inconveniently around 

its perimeter.

One of the first buildings on the circle was the frame courthouse 

of 1793, now standing on a side street. Other early buildings include

banks, taverns, offices and private residences around the edge of the 

green.

ve

m 
m

z 
u»
H 

X3

C

o

eserved,



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Even though the architect was dissatisfied with its drab red­ 

brick exterior, the Sussex County Court House is an important 

specimen of the designs created by Willi.am__Strickland, one of 

America T s first professionally-trained native architects. In 

1837, Strickland was engaged by the Sussex County Levy Court to 

design a new courthouse, for which he was paid $60.

Strickland probably accepted such a small fee because of the 

business setbacks he had suffered, and because he was already in 

Sussex County, supervising the construction of a breakwater at 

Lewes.

The circle on which the courthouse stands is a well-preserved 

example of baroque town planning; roads from various parts of the 

county converge here in an orderly, radiating pattern. The town 

limits likewise describe a circle.
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Edward F. Heite, Historic Registrar
ORGANIZATION

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
DATE

10/13/72
STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records
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Delaware 10

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q state £3 Local Q

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Dr. E, Berkeley T>mpkins
ATTEST:

Title Director, Div. of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)  

Strickland's courthouse of 1837-1840 faces the circle on the 

original site of the 1793 building. Among the original features that 

still can be seen in the facade are the Flemish-bond brickwork, the 

main entrance door with sidelights but no transom; the three-part 

window with its iron balcony for the court crier, and the stub of 

Strickland f s original tower, now incorporated in the modern tower. 

NSeorgian embellishments, added in the present century, include an 

elaborate cupola, with balustrades and brick pilasters, a pedimented 

portico with two-story fluted columns, and a very large swinging 

lantern over the main doorway.
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