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Casa Coe da Sol remains virtually unaltered from the date of its construction. 
This 2-story, stucco-covered hollow tile Mediterranean Revival structure is situated 
on approximately two acres of bayfront property.

Similar to most of his structures, Casa Coe da Sol has simple, flat facades 
with a wide variety of window sashes. Windows vary from the Venetian window in 
the library to the simple casements on the second story. Shallow set backs as 
found on the east facade are also common in Mizner structures.

The main (east) entrance to the structure is a series of bronze framed 
sliding plate glass doors (a product of Mizner Industries) which are situated 
in a three bay arcade. Exits to the west, south and north terraces are also 
through a series of these arcaded plate glass doors creating a sense of openness 
in the rotunda area. The second floor is reached by the double free-standing 
cast coral curved stairways in the rotunda. Entrances to all rooms on the second 
floor are located in the circular gallery which overlooks the rotunda.

Typical of most Mizner structures, wrought iron and cast stone are used 
extensively to decorate both the interior and exterior of Casa Coe da Sol. 
Wrought iron and cast concrete balconies decorate the exterior facade on the 
west and east elevations respectively. Cast quarrystone busts are located in 
the semi-circular window pediments on the west elevation.

On the interior, wrought iron forms the railing of the stairway, and the 
second story gallery. It is also used to decorate the arched entrance into 
the kitchen from the breakfast room. Cast quarrystone is used for the columns, 
plinths and entablature of the rotunda and cloister areas.

Each room in Casa Coe da Sol has a unique character. The library with 
its cross-vaulted muraled ceiling and chamfered corners has oak panelling and 
a large Venetian window. The coffee room also has a vaulted ceiling but is 
detailed with bright mosaic tiles and the seating areas are clover leaf in plan. 
The living room is distinctive with pecky cypress panelled beamed ceiling and 
cast quarrystone fireplace. The cloister with its cross vaulted ceiling and 
Mizner blue tile floor provides access to the west terrace.

In some of the second floor bedrooms and bathrooms Mizner made use of art 
deco fixtures. Black glass is used for a mantel and as wainscoating in a bath­ 
room, and chrome detailing uses art deco forms.
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Casa Coe da Sol was the last building designed by Florida architect, Addison 
Mizner, to be constructed.^- This Mediterranean Revival structure, completed during 
the 1930's also has the distinction of being the only Mizner-designed building 
erected on the West Coast of Florida.2

Considered a "world famous architect" during the 1920's Addison Mizner was 
known for his significant and distinctive interpretation of Spanish architecture. 
Brought to Palm Beach from New York in 1918 as the guest of Paris Singer (heir to 
the Singer Sewing Machine fortune), Mizner felt that the northern architectural 
styles he found in Palm Beach were out of place in the tropical setting of Florida. 
He, with the financial support of Singer, introduced the architecture which would 
eventually become synonymous with the rich of South Florida in the 1920's- the 
Mediterranean Revival style. Placing emphasis on flat, simple surfaces with 
rhythmic but random window placement, asymmetrical plans, loggias, and an integration 
of exterior design and interior decoration, Mizner designed such Palm Beach 
landmarks as the Everglades Club (1918), Via Mizner (192U) and the Fjnbassy Club 
(1928) (now the Society of the Four Arts). 3

Mizner's acquaintance with Spanish l6th and 17th century design came at the 
early age of 17 when his father served as a U.S. minister in Central America. 
Three years later Mizner attended the University of Salamanca in Spain.^ The 
red tile roofs, toweris and arcaded entrances and windows incorporated in his 
architectural designs recreated the atmosphere that Mizner came to know and love 
during his youth.

Mizner, unlike most of his contemporaries, went one step further in designing 
in the Spanish mode in Florida. Due to the World War I shipping embargo and the 
unacceptable quality of American made roof tile, Mizner decided to manufacture 
his own roof and floor tiles and also to produce ironwork and furniture. In 
1918 with help from Paris Singer, he started the firm "Las Manos" (handcrafted) 
in West Palm Beach.5 Mizner eventually bought out Singer's share in the company 
and later renamed Las Manos, Mizner Industries, Incorporated.6 Over the years 
and due to its continuous success, his industry expanded— light fixtures, 
pottery and stone detailing were also produced. He even created his own "antiques" 
by purposely cracking stonework and rusting wrought iron.'
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Designed after the failure of his proposed restricted residential community 
for the rich (Distrito de Boca Raton), Casa Coe da Sol reflects the style and 
grandeur of his earlier residences. Shaped in an irregular H-plan, the two- 
story stucco structure is considered Mizner's smallest residence. Mizner 
incorporated into his new building a small house which was located on one of the 
two lots on which his new design was to be sited.8 The original owner requested 
that this house be embodied within the new design to preserve the elaborately 
domed and muraled bathroom.9 Mizner raised this house which then became the second 
story of the northwest wing of Casa Coe da Sol.

Many of Mizner Industries' products can be seen throughout Casa Coe da Sol. 
The brass light fixtures in the cloister, livingroom and at various entrances on 
the exterior were manufactured at the plant. "Mizner blue" floor tiles serve 
as the floor covering for the rotunda and cloister area. Stonework produced for 
the house consisted of busts above the window openings on the exterior of the 
house and the cast quarrystone fireplace in the livingroom. Wrought iron detailing 
is found throughout the house. The most prominant exterior feature created by 
Mizner is the red barrel tile roof. Several pieces of Mizner's "antique" 
furniture can be found in the rotunda and cloister areas.

Entrance into Casa Coe da Sol is obtained through a series of bronze sliding 
sashes. Mizner designed these sashes because of the impracticality (steel and 
iron sashes rusted, wood rotted in the ocean spray) of wood and metal sashes in 
Florida. With the openness that Mizner tried to obtain with his heavily fenes- 
trated rooms and cloisters, he decided to create and manufacture a new window 
framing system which was then, weather resistant and operable. Door and window 
sashes were designed to slide by overlapping frames or to disappear into the 
floor or walls when open. 10 Not only is the entrance of Casa Coe da Sol furnished 
with these sashes, but also the cloister and entrances to the north and south 
terraces. This provides much natural lighting to the rotunda area, and when the 
bronze sliding sashes are open, creates an interior courtyard, a feature 
prominant in all Mizner residences. 11

Casa Coe da Sol, was commissioned by a wealthy client. Although it is 
unclear which of the Williams of the Cincinnatti-based Western Southern Life 
Insurance Company12 actually contracted Mizner, the house was designed to 
serve as the winter residence for this family.

(See continuation sheet)
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Subsequent owners of the house were "a Mr. Russell" who was once in charge 
of the Farragut Academy (located directly on the east side of Park Street from 
the house); Brigadier General Lacy Van Buren Murrow; a "Mr. Hurlin"; and present 
owners Mr. and Mrs. Henry Petronis.

Of all the owners, Brigadier General Lacey Morrow is the only one of note. 
Murrow, brother of famous newscaster, Edward R. , was a much decorated Air Force 
officer of World War II. He bought Casa Coe da Sol in June, 1966 and in October 
of that year indicated that he planned to "build homes in the $50,000-up category 
on the property." He committed suicide on December 16 of that year so the project
was never started.

Casa Coe da Sol serves as the residence for the Petronis family. Its 
unaltered state, its uniqueness as the only Mizner-designed residence on Florida's 
west coast, and Mizner 's last completed commission, make this building a note­ 
worthy structure in the City of St. Petersburg.

NOTE: Ms. Christina Orr's research and publication of Addison Mizner Architect 
of Dreams and Realities was made possible through grants from the Fine Arts Council 
of Florida and the National Endowment for the Arts. This researcher feels that 
the book portrays an accurate picture of the Architect and has relied on the infor­ 
mation provided by the author.

-^Christina Orr, Addison Mizner Architect of Dreams and Realities (Stuart, 
Florida: Southeastern Printing Company, Inc., 1977) s p. 62.

2lbid., pp. 60-62.

3Ibid., pp. 60-62.

ll 
Orr, p. 52, Mizner, p. 13.

50rr, p. 52.

Addison Mizner, Incomplete Manuscript, ca. 1932, Private Collection, p. 55 
from Orr, p. 52.
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TO:rr,

1971.
)scar J. Steinert, personal communications with Henry and Edith Petronis,

Ibid.

100rr, p. 56.

1:LOrr, p. 27.

12
Letter from one source, Carl E. Tittman to Mr. Petronis, 19 February 1976,

Copy on file at the Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Management,
Tallahassee stated that the house was "meant to serve as the Winter home of
Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Williams, founders of Western Southern Life Insurance Company."
Another source, Emma Williams - Burlingham to Robin R. Strassburger, 9 April 1979,
on file at Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Management, states
that the house was built for her father, Frank Caldwell Williams (son of W.J.
Williams). House Plans were entitled, "Residence for Mrs. F.C. Williams,
St. Petersburg, Florida, Addison Mizner, Architect, Job No. 665, 1931 (copy on
file at residence of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Petronis, 510 Park Street North, St.
Petersburg, Florida.

13william Burlingham to Strassburger, 9 April 1979. 

St. Petersburg Times, 18 December 1966, p. 6B.
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