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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Reverend Daniel Putnam house retains integrity of location, design,
materials andworkmanship in itssurviving iate First Period plank frame
and interior finish, making it eligible under Criterion C Its plank wall
construction represents an unusual Massachusetts Bay framng alternative
possibly connected t othe availability of sawn [umber i n the area. (North
Reading had a sawmi || operating by 1701.) The survival of anentire room
intact, including plaster andpaint, furnishes a rare opportunity t ostudy
a conplete First Period interior. The existence of the original
specifications and subsequent modifications for the house provide a rare
insight into the ways in which actual building related t oa construction
proposal, andgive us information as to what was considered a suitable
dwelling for a rural town's minister in the early 18th century. The fact
that most of the frame is presently covered with later 18th-century finish
suggests that future investigation may be |ikely t oyield important
information on late First Period construction under Criterion D

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Reverend Daniel Putnam House is a five-bay, 2 1/2 story, central chim
ney structure, twocells deep with a simple Federal/Greek Revival doorway
and a 1 1/2 story 1820's shed with a second tall, thin chimey projecting
from the right rear. Recent reclapboarding revealed evidence of an origi-
nal 3-bay facade, with only onew ndow t oeach side of the front door.

The original core was either a oneor twocell 2 1/2 story house of plank
frame construction, which was enlarged t oits present size i n the late
18th or early 19th century. The present rear wall is of stud construction.

MAJQR FI RST PERI CD FEATURES

The transitional nature of this house is evident in itsretention of
original First and Second Period interior finish. Built by the town for
its newmnister c. 1720, its lower rooms exhibit Second Period paneling
and boxed beans which may be original tol1720, while the southeast chanber
is finished with late First Period decoration.

Determ ning the evolution of *he house is complicated by the existence of
the minister's settlement agreement in the 1718parish records, which
specifies a building whose di mensions donot match the present structure
The town was t obuild M. Putnam a "house 28 feet long: 19 feet wide- 15*
feet stud with a lenter on the back side 10 feet stud, with 3 chimnis from
ye ground, and one chanber chimey, with a conveant sailer andwell i n
liue of t helO0O pounds, i f [M. Putnam find nails andglass" forthe
nouse. [ 1] For this the parish voted toraise L. 100 by taxes. Al though
the present house is approximately 40 feet wide and 28 feet deep, t he
southeast cell with chimey bay neasures 24 by 17 feet, relatively close
to the ori'ginal specifications. As visible First Period finish i sfound
m the southeast chanber, this may indicate anoriginal onecell 2 1/2
1

Staple to Inventory fn-nn bOttcm
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story plan. Nevertheless, such a plan would not provide t he nunber of
rooms and hearths specified i nthesettlement, which seens toindicate a
two-room plan. The parish seens t o have realized this, for i tvoted on
Aug. 26, 1719 to allow theminister's housebuilding commttee to "alter
the fashion of t he house, chimeys, and cellar as thecommttee' and M.
Put nam agree," provided that they not exceed theoriginal cost. Asthe
present southwest end has identical plank frammng visible i nthe cellar,
It i slikely that either thehouse was actually constructed as atwo-cell
plan, or theoriginal one-cell house was enlarged shortly after, asi s
indicated by thepresence of early Second Period paneling i nthese roons.
(The house ultimately did not cost L. 100 tobuild, as theparish i n1723
was determining what todo with thesurplus building funds.)

The second floor southeast chamber exhibits conplete First Period finish,
including theoriginal whitewash and plaster, recently uncovered during
restoration. The transverse sumrer beam has a beveled chanfer with

| amb' s-tongue stops, thebutt-cog joists have narrow flat, (beveled,)
chamfers with no stops, and summer, joists, and attic floorboardsare
whi t ewashed. The plates, posts, and end ti e beans have beveled chanfers;
the chimney girt 1 squirk-beaded. The fireplace wall retains vertical
half-lap sheathing with two small square raised field panels (partially
restored) over thefireplace. The original north wall with itssurviving
plaster i sexposed; thelaths arenailed directly onto theplank wall,
with a whitewashed rising brace i nthenortheast corner.

The rear first floor kitchen has one quirk-beaded post; i ti s impossible
to tell 1 fthis 1 spart of an original lean-to or a reused menber.
Twentieth-century fire danmage nmakes i t impossible totell i f therest of

the framng menbers were chanfered. The kitchen has wide horizontal
sheathing with deep feathers. The chimey stack was removed i n 1880 and
restored i n1972 following theoriginal outline. Eveidence was found of a
coved fireplace front 1 nthekitchen; this has been restored i nbrick.

The rear second floor contains slightly jow ed posts and one transverse
beam whi ch has been either hacked away or given a very crude beveled
chamfer and taper stop. All other visible framng menbers areunfinished.

The original, partially rotted feet of thenorth plank wall (nowthenorth
inner wall of thesouthwest room protrude down through theceiling ofthe
1799 basement below. The cellar section under therear of thehousei s
roofed using reused rafters with purlin trenches, probably used here when
the second floor was raised i nthe 1820's. Stringer marks i n the

whi tewash on thefront of thechimey foundation indicate that the cellar
stairs were originally located under the front |obby stairway; they are
now i nt henorthwest corner of the house.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Due to the transitional date of the house and it sundeterm ned evolution,
it isdifficult to tell whether the Second Period finish in mst of the
rooms i s original or later additions covering original finish. The
simple, deep and widely feathered raised field panels and vertical
sheathing on the fireplace walls in the southwest room and chanber could
conceivably have been produced by a rural town for one of it snost

prom nent citizens in 1720. The beans in these roonms are plainly boxed.
The finish in the southeast room which is nuch nore elaborate, probably
was put in after 1750 and may cover the original transitional finish. The
fireplace wall in this roomis covered with many field panels and has a
simple molded fireplace surround. A nolded cornice runs along the tops of
the beam boxes on al | four walls and the sumrer beam The three outer
walls are covered to the dado with field paneling. The deep wi ndows have
folding shutters and field panels on sides, sill, and soffit.

No interior finish seems to postdate ca. 1820, which seens to be when the
house reached it spresent form

H STORI CAL | NFORNVATI ON

The house was built by Reading's North Parish as a condition of Rev.
Daniel Putnami s settlement as the first settled minister in the North
Parish. Putnam was minister in old Reading (now Reading, North Reading,
and Wakefield) for 39 years (1720-1759), longer than any other minister
except his successor. Rev. Eliab Stone. The house was occupied by
Putnam s descendants until 1962. Prom nent owners include Deacon Dani el
Putnam physician and selectman, and Deacon Henry Putnam selectman, state
representative, and Revolutionary war veteran. The w dow of state
representative and War of 1812 veteran Capt. Joshua Putnam Nancy (Graves)
Putnam wused part of the house for teaching boarding students and day
pupils after her husband's death.

NOTES
1. North Parish Records, Dec' enber 29, 1718.

REFERENCES

Eaton, Lilley, Genealogical History of the Town of Reading Boston: 1874.
Graves, Mary H Early Ministers of the North Precinct (1907),

LePage, Samuel M A History of North Reading (1944).
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